[ [Hubandry Dd Spuricyalized 
' The HEAVENLY USE] 


3F 


Earchly Things. 


Conſiſting of many Pleaſant O BSE R-' 


V ATIONS, Pertinent APPLICATIONS, 


and ſerious REFLECTIONS, andeack Chap- 
| ter concluded with a Divine and-ſuttable POEM: 


|Dire&ing HUSBAND-MEN to the moſt Excellent 
Improvements of their common Impioy ments, 

W hereunto are added , by way of Appendix, ſeveral cholnn 

| OCCASIONAL MEDITATIONS,” upon Bids, Beaſts, | 


Trees, Flowers, Rivers, and ſeveral other Objedts ; ; titced for the help of f |. | 
ſuch as defire to walk with God in all their Solitudes and Recyſies from | |» 


the World. 


| ” Hoſ. 12. v. 10. I hbave uſed S imilztudes by the Miniſtry of the Prophets. 
|* Gen, b 24 Y- 63+. And Iſaac went ont to meditate in the Fields. 


Experto a crede, aliquid cmplins invenires in ſylvis, quam in angulis 3 ligna & la- 
pides decebunt te quod 4 Magiſtris audire nox poſſis., Bernard. 


Simul &+ jucunda, & idonea dicere vite, = 
LeForem deleFando, pariterque monendo. Horace. Ke 
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| THE 
_ Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


To the Worſhipful Robert Savery, and W7- 
"liam Savery, of Slade, Eiquires, 


Honoured Friends, 


Fa 7 hath been long ſince obſery'd, 
SOR 7bat the world below, is a Glaſs 

ST to diſcover the World above ; Se« 
"culum eſt ſpeculum. And al. 
though I am not of their opinion, that ſay, The 
Heathens may ſpell Chriſt out of K'54 Sun, 
Moon and Stars : yet this {hnow, That the ir- 


' ratoinal and inanimate, as well as rational 


creatures have a Language ; and though not 
by Articulate ſpeech , yet in a Metaphorical 


 ſenſe,they preach unto man the wiſdom, Power, 


and goodneſs of God, Rom. 1, 20. There #5 


' (ſaith the Plalmiſt, _ 19, 3.) No ſpeech, 


2 _ 


A. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


nor Language where their voice is not heard, 
Or Cas Junius renders) there is no Speech,nor 
Words, yet without theſe their voice is under-' 
flood; and their Line (i.e. ſaith Deodate) 
their writing in groſs and plain draughts, is 
gone out through all the earth, 

As man is compounded of a fleſhly and ſpi- 
ritual ſubſtance, ſo God hath endowed the 
creatures with a ſpiritual, as well as fle ſly 
uſefulneſs ; they have not only a natural uſe in. 


ritual uſe, as they bear the figures and ſumili- 
tudes of many (ublime and heavenly myſteries. 


thou ſhalt find more in theWoods, than in a 
corner; Stones and Trees will teach thee what | 
thou ſhalt not bear from learned Doftors, By 
a skilful and induſtrious improvement of the 
creatures ( ſaith Mr. Baxter excellently) we 


in every bit of Bread that weeat, and in every 
draught of Beer that we Sink . than moſt 
men have in the uſe of the Sacrament. 


cellent things, ſo they teach them in a perſpi- 
cuous and taking manner ; Duo illa nos 
maxk1me 


Alimental and Phyſical reſpes,but alſo a ſpi- | 


| 


| 


Believe me C ſaith contemplative Bernard ); 


| 


| 


might kave afuller taſte of Chriſt and Heaven, 


| 
And as the Creatures teach divine and ex- 
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maxime moyent ſimilitudo, & exemplum, | Cicc10. 
faith the Orator ; Theſe two things, ſumilitude 
and example, Wh eſpecially move us. Notions 
are more eaſily conveyed to the underſtandi 
by being firſt cloathed in ſome apt Si enilituge, 
and ſo Gs to theſenſe, And therefore 
; Feſus Chrift the great Prophet , delighted | 
| much in teaching byParables;and theProphets 
| were much in this way alſo, Hoſ.12.10. 1 have 
uſed Similitudes by he Miniſtry of the Pro- | 
phets. Thoſe that can retain little of a Ser- 
* | mon, yet ordinarily retain an apt Similitude. 
[confeſs it is an humbling conſideration, 
That man, who at firfl was led by the know-| 
ledge of God to the knowledge of the Crea- 
. ture, muſt now by the Creatures learn to know | 
God. That the Creatures (as on? ſaith) like | 
Balaams Aſs, ſhould teach their Maſter, But 
| though this be the unhappineſs of poor man in 
hzs collapſed flate, yet it is now his wiſdom to 
improve ſuch Helps ; and whilſt others by the 
abuſe of Creatures » are furthering th cir 
Perdition, to be by the ſpiritual improvement 
' of them, promoting our own Salvation. 4 
| It's an excellent Art to diſcourſe with Birds, 
' Beaſts and Fiſhes, about ſublime and ſpiritual 
| Subjects, 


+ 
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(i; 19% Cary) the creatures teach us when we think, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | 
| Subjects, and make them anſwer to our Que- 

' lions ; yet this may be done, Job 12.7, 8. 

| Ask now the beaſts, and they ſha[] reach thee, 
| and the Fowls of the Air, and they ſhall cell 
thee ; or ſpeak tothe Earth, and it ſhall teach 
' thee, and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declare 


unto thee. That #5 ( ſaith neat and accurate 


| of them ;< They teach us, though not formally, 
| « yet wertually; the anſwer and reſolve the 
| ** queſtion put to them, though not explicitely 
« to the ear, yet convincinglyto the conſcience. 
«© Fo then, we ask. the creatures, when we dili- 
< vently conſider them, when we ſearch out the 
| *perfections and virtues that God hath put in- 
 < tg or ſtampt upon them. To ſet our mind thus 
© upon the creature, is to diſcourſe with the 
< creature; the queStions which man ask of 
.< g beaſt, are only his own Meditations. As 
© oain;the creatures teach us, when we in Me- 
< ditation make out collefions, and draw 


© down a demonfiration ofthe Power, Wiſdom, 
; * and Goodneſs of God in making them, or of 
;* the frailty of man in needing them ; Such 
* Concluſions and Inferences,are the teachings 


% 


s of the creatures, 
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Common objeds( ſaith another may be im- 
proved two wayes ;, viz. In anargumentative, 
| and in a Repreſentative way;by reaſoning from 
them, and by viewing the 4/0 HG that is 
| betwixt them and ſpiritual mattery. 

Firſt, In Meditation argue thus, as in the 
[preſent caſe and S inilited; of the Apoſtle." If 
an Husbandman upon the ordinary principles | 
of reaſon can wait for the Harveſt, ſhall not [ 
| wait for the Coming of the Lord ? The day of 
Refreſhing ; the Corn is precious to him, and ſo | 
is the coming of Chriſt to me. Shall he be ſo 
patient, and endure fo much for a little Corn ? 
and not I for the Kingdom of Heaven 2? He is 
willing to flay till all caufes have had their 
operations.till be hath received the former and 
the latter rain, and ſhall not [, till the divine 
decrees be accompliſhed ? 

Secondly, in Meditation, make the reſem- 
blance and diſcourſe thus within your ſelves : 
This is my Seed-time, Heaven is my Harveſt; 
here I muſt labour and toyl, and there reſt. 
ſee the Husbandmans life is a preat toyl;no ex- 
 cellent thing can be obtained without labour, 
| and an obſtinate patience. I ſee the Seed muſt 
be hidden in the furrows,rotten and corrupted, 
| ere 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
' cre it can bring forth with any increaſe, Our | 
| hopes are hidden, light is ſown for the righte- 

' ous ;, all our comforts are buried under the 
' clods, and after all this there muſt be long 
waiting, we cannot ſow and reap in a day ; ef- 
fefts cannot follow, till all neceſſary cauſes 
\ have firſt wrought. Tis not in the power of Hus- 
| bandmcn to ripen fruits at pleaſure, our times 
' are in the hands of God, therefore 'tis good to 
' wait ;, a long- ſuffering patience will reap the 
 defired fruit. Thus you have ſome hints of this 
' heavenly Art of improving the Creatures, 

| The Motives inducing me to this undertake- 
' ment, was the Lords owning, with ſome ſucceſs 
' my labours of a like nature, together with 
the deſire and inclination (] irs up in me (I 


| hope, by the Spirit of the Lord) to devote my 


vacant hours to þts ſervice in this kind, I con- 
ſidered, that if the Phariſees in a blind zeal to 
a faftion,could compaſs Sea and Land to Pro- 
' ſclyte men to their party, though thereby they 
made them ſevenfold more the children of the 
Dewil than before : How much more was [ ob- 
liged by true loveto God,and zeal to the ever- 
laſting happineſs of ſouls, to uſe my utmoſt en- 
"26984 both with Seamen & Husbandmen, 

to 
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to win them to Chriſt, and thereby make them 
more than ſeventy-ſeven-fold happier than be- 


fore ? Not to mention other incouragements to 
| this work, which I received from the earneſt 
| defires of fome Reverend and worthy Brethren 
' inviting thereunto ; all which Lhope the event 
will manifeſt to be a call from God tothis work, 
| T confeſs Imet with ſome diſcouragement in 
my firft attempt, from 'my unacquaintedneſs 
with rural affairs ;, and becauſe [was to tra- 
vel in a path (to me) untrodden; but having 
vnce engaged in it, thoſe Hiſcouragements were 
fool avercome; and bikiynow brought towhat 
you bere- ſee, Toffer to \your bands theſe firſt 
fraits of my ſpare hours. - 

 { preſumeyou will account it no diſparape- 
ment, that 1 dedicat?n Book' of Hauabandry to 
Gentlemen of your quality.” This«is Spiritual 
Husbandry which is here taught you; and yet 
Emauft tell you,that great pefeus heve accroun- 
ted that covil employment (which is muſt infe- 
rior 40 this) no diſparagement- to them. The 
King himſelf is fervedby the field, Eeccl.5.9. 
Or. as Montanus renders the Hebrew Text,Rex 
apho' fit ſeryus 47h King himſelf is a fervent 


t0rbe field. And of King Uzziah it ts written, 
IT a _(2 Chron. 
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(2 Chion.28,10.) That he loved Husbandry. | 
| And Amos 7. 1. we read of the Kings mow- | 
ings. Tea, Pliny hath obſerved, That Corn 
was never. ſa plentiful, at\Rome, as when the 
ſane men tilled the Land that rul'd theCom- 
monwealrh,Quali gauderet terra laureato vo- 
mere,{cilicet& aratore triumphali;As thougb 
\tbe.earth.it ſelf. xejoyced. in the-Lanrel-Plow- 
| ſhare, and the triumphant Plowman. \..'. 
| What pleaſure you will find in reading it, [ 
know n9t; but to me.it hath been a pleaſant 
| path,from firſb to laſt, who.yet hawe been at far 
| greater expence of time and pains in compiling | 
it;\than you can be in reading it:\ The\Hus- 
bandmans work, you know, is a0 eaſie work., 
and the Spiritualizing of it hath greater dif- 
ficulties\gttending it;but yet the pleaſure hath 
abundgnt(y-recampenſed the. pains. 1 have 
found Eraſmus his Obſervation experimental-. 
ly true ; Qui literis addiQi ſummus, animi 
tffirudinem'. 2 ſtudiis. graviotibus contra- 
Gam ;. ab; ixf{dem. ſtudits,' ſed amznioribus 
recreamus; Thoſe that are addifed to ſtudy, 
. | Cſaith he)when they þave wearjed their ſpirits 
with ſludy; can recreate them again with flu- 
dy, by making a diverſian from that which 5; 
# ſevere 
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| ſevereand knotty,to ſome more facile and plea- ! 
| ſant Subjef. 
|| ; But to hear that God hath uſed and ho- 
| noured theſe papers to the good of any ſoul, will | 
| yield me the bigheſt content and ſatisfaftion | 
' imaginable. | 
| Mayyoubut learn that Leſſon, which is the 
| general Scope and Deſign of. this Book,, viz, 
How to walk, with Godfrom day to day, and 
make the ſeveral Objefs you behold, Scalz & 
ale, Wings and Ladders to mount your ſouls 
neerer to Him, who is the Center. of all bleſſed | 
| Spirits. How much will it comfort me, and 
confirm my hope, that it was the Call of God | 
indeed which put me upon theſe endeaudurs /! 
. O Sirs!/What an excellent thing would it be 
for you,to make ſuch holy improvements of all 
theſe earthly Objefts which daily incur your 
ſenſes, and cauſe them to proclaim and preach 
to you Divine and heavenly Myſteries, whilſ/] 
others makg them groan, by abuſing them t 1 
ſro, and ſubjefting them to their luſts. A man 
may be caſt jato foch a condition, wherein þz 
| cannot enjoy the bleſſing and benefit of a pious 
and powerful Miniſtry ; but. you cannot {or- 
dinarily) fall into ſuch a condition wherein 
a 2 any 


i 
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| any thing(except abad heart) can deprive you 


you a ſweetneſs far tranſcending that natural 
ſweetneſs you ever relifhed in then; and in- 


ful ; He hath magnified his Word above all 
his Name.- And therein are the unſearchable 


of the benefits and comforts of thoſe excellent 
Sermens, and Divinity LeGures, which the | 
creatures here offer topreatch and read to you. | 
Content not your ſelves, T befeech you, with 
that natural ſweetneſs the creatures afford: for 
thereof the beaſts are capable, as much, if not 
more, than you ; but uſe them to thoſe ſpiritual 
ends you are here direfed, and they will yield 


deed, you never ufe the creatures as their 
Lord's, till zou come toſee your Lord, in and | 
by them. 1 confeſs the diſcoveries of God in the 
Word are far more excellent, cleer and power - 


riches of Chriſt, or rich diſcoveries of that 
grace that hath no footſteps in nature, as the 
Apoſiles expreſſton ſignifies, Eph. 3. 8. | 

And ifthat which might be known of God by | 
the Creatures, leave men without excuſe ; as 
it's manifeſt, Rom. 1. 20, How inexcuſable | 
then will thoſe be, who have received not only 
the teachings of the creature,but alſo the grace 


of the Goſpel in vain How ſhall we eſcape, 


if 
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if we negle& ſogreat falvation? They that 
are careleſs in the doy of grace, ſhall be fpeech- 
leſs in the Jay of judgment. 

[am [cnſe of many defefts in theſe Papers 
(as well as in my ſelf ;.) they baus doubtleſs a 
taſte of the diſtractions of the times wherein 
they were written ; nor was 1 willing to keep 
them ſo long under-bend, as the accurateneſs 
and exatineſs. with which ſuch a ſubjeft ought. 
to be handled did require. Had 1 FAO 72 
_ credit, [ſhauld have obſerved that coun- 
ſe 
Cie.) To have kept it much longgr under the 
file, before f had expoſed it We. Fn view ; 
but T rather inclined to- Solomons. counſel, 
VVhatever thy hand finds out todo,do it with: 
all thy might ; for there 1s no wiſdom, nor 
knowledge, nor device in the grave, whither 
thou art going, Ecclefe. 9.10. 

{ apprehended a neceſſtty of ſome ſuch means 
to be uſed, for the inſirudtion and convidion 
of countrey people ; who either are not capable 
of underſtanding truth in another Dialedt, or 
at leaſt.are leſs affefied with it.The Propoſiti- 
on in every Chapter conſifts of an Obſervation 


Nonnumque prematur in annum; | 


in Husbandry ; Wherein, if I have failed in 


| uſing, 


Ce Is 
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uſing any improper expreſſion, your candour 
will cover it, and impute it to my unacquaint- 
edneſs.in rural affairs——In magnis voluifle | 
ſateſt, 

The Reddition, or Application , you will| - 
find (I hope) both pertinent and cloſe. The 
Refleftions ſerious, and ſuch (as [ hope) your 
Conſciences will faithfully improveel have ſhut 
up every Chapter with a Poem , an innocent 
Bait to catch the Readers Soul. 

That of Herbert is experimentally true. 


' AVerſe may find him that a Sermon flies. 
And turn{gelight into a Sacrifice. 


I ſhould never have been x ors (eſpe- 
.cially in this ſcribling Age, wherein we may 
| complain with the Poet. 

Scribimus indoG!i, doftiq; poemata pafhim) 
To have ſet my dull fancy upon the Rack to 


"| extort a Poem to entertain my Reader ; for 1 


| v9c. but that 1 have been informed,that many 


' cannot ſay with Ovid, Sponte ſua carmen, 


Seamen induced by the pleaſure of a Verſe have 
taken much pains to learn the Poems im their 
Compaſs by heart; and I kope both the Chil. 
— at home, and the Servants in the _ 

will 
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will learn to exerciſe themſelves this way alſo, 
0, how much better will it be ſo to do, than to 

uff their memories with obſcene Ballads and 
filthy Songs, which corrupt their minds, and 
difpoſe them to much wickedneſs, by irritating ; 
their natural corruption ! But theſe are purer 
flames,you will find nothing here of ſuck a ten- 


dency. 


'Tis guilt, not Poetry, to be like thoſe 
Whole wit inVerſe,is downright fin 1n Proſe, 
Whoſe ſtudies are prophanenels, as if then 
They only were good Poets, when bad men. 


[ ſhall add no more, but to beg that God 
who inſtrufteth the Husbandman in his civil 
Calling, to teach him wiſdom ſpiritually to 
improve it ;, and particularly, that you may 
reap a crop of much ſpiritual benefit, from that 
ſeed which is here ſown by the hand of the 
Lords unprofitable ſervant, and in him, 


Your very affcQionate 
Friend and Servant, 


JOHN. FLAVELL. 
T O 


D. Dig, 


| 
| 
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TO THE 


CHRISTIAN READER. 


erciſe of Godlineſs doth chietly conlfiſt : 

Prayer, Temptation, Meditation. Me- 
ditation is the Subject of this following Manual. 
The Obje& of Meditation is twofold. Firſt, The 
Word : Secondly, The Works of God. The 
Works of God are twofold. Firſt, Internal. Se- 
condly, External. The External Works of God are 
twofold. Firſt, Of Creation : Secondly, of Pravi- 
dence. The works of Providence are likewiſe two- 
fold. Firſt, In things Civil, the Lord ordering and 
over-ruling all the affairs and motion of ſingle Per- 
ſons, Famihes and Nations, in a ſubſerviency to his 
own'moſt holy Ends , Deſigns and Purpoles : Se- 
condly, In:things Natural, the Lord inſtructing the 
Husbandman to diſcretion, and teaching him how 
to Dreſs and Till the Earth, that it may give Seed 
to'the Sower, and Bread tothe Eater; as alſo how 
to breed up and manage-the Beaſts of the field, 


| Here are three things wherein (as it hath 
been ſaid, long before my day) the ex- 


{ both greater and lefler Cattel, for the uſe and er- 


vice of Man, - | 


Meditation upon this lower part of the owns 
O 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. | 


of God,and his wonderful Providences about them, | 
' may raiſe our ſouls very high; and whilewe wiſely 
conſider thele natural things, we may grow more 


| and more wiſe, inand for Spirituals and Eternals, | 
| The worthy and ingenious Author of the enſuing 
Diſcourſe, bath ſupplied us with an excellent help, 
for the Spiritualizing of the providential Works of 
, Godin uatural things, by godly Meditations 3 we 
chiefly want the help of the” holy Spirit (without 
' whichall other helps and helpers are altogether in- 
ſufficient )to frame and wind up our hearts,for this, 
both profitable and delightful duty ; yet the help 
which the Lord is pleaſed to give us for our direCti- 
onin it, by the Miniſtery of man, is not only,not to 
be refuſed, but thankfully received and improved 3 
and all little enough to bring our minds to, or keep 
them at this work : The beſt of Saints{(on this fide 
heaven)have(though they are not earthly minded) 
much earth in their minds, which like a heavy clog 
at their heels, or a weight at their hearts, preſleth 
them down when they would make an Eflay to 
mount npward in Meditation, We find it no eaſfie 
;matter to keep off earthly thoughts, when we are 
oſt ſeriouſly engaged in heavenly work;zhow hard 
1s it thento get 1n, and be fixed upon heavenly 
thoughts while we are engaged about earthly 
work3 yea,are (for ſo is the ets) working 
the very earth, and raking in the bowels of it. 'Tis 
a | part of our holineſs to be ſpiritually mind- 
ed, while weare converfing with God through Je- 
ſus Chriſtin ſpiritual duties; but to be ſpiritually 


Pome and to mind ſpiritual things, .when we are 


converling with the clods of the earth, and the fur- 
rows 


| 


| 


| 


| 
| 


earth, till their hearts become as earthly as the carth 
it ſelf: many deal about the beaſts of the field, till 
themſelves become even brutifh.Is it not then a bleſ- 
ſed deſign which this Author aims and drives at, fo 
to ſpiritualize all ſorts, or the whole compaſs of earth- 
ly Husbandry,that all ſorts of husbandmen may be- 
come fpiritual and heavenly? It feems to me a token 
for good, thatGod hath an intendment of ſome ſpeci- 
al good to the ſouls of fuch as are by profeftion pro- 
perHwsbandmen,ſecing he hath lately putit into the 
hearts oftwo faithful Miniſters(who with all of that 
profeſſion,areHusbandmen in a figure to undertake 
though in a different way, thisSubject, 8 to publiſh 
their labours in print, that they may be of uſe, not 
only for the preſent age, but for poſterity. 


| well as profited, in peruſing th 
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7o the Chriſtian Reader. 


rows of the field, when we have todo with 
Corn and Graſs, with Trees and Plants, with 
Sheep and Oxen, when we behold: the: birds 
and fowls of the Air , the worms, and all that 
creep upon the ground, then (I ſay) to be fpirt- 
tually minded, and tfence to have our thoughts 
aſcending and ſoaring up to God, in heart-attecting 
and autebalig contemplations, witneſleth an high 
_ of holineſs, and of gracious attainments. To 
make a ladder out of earthly materials, for the rai- 
fing of our ſelves in ſpirit up to heaven, is the Art of 
Arts. Holy and happy indeed are they! who( being 
—_— of God)have learned this Ar-,and live in the 
daily praQtiſe of it.Earthly objedts uſually hinder us 
in our way, ſometimes turn us quite out of our way 
to heaven. Many plow and ſow, dig and delve the 


And that the Husbandman may be pleaſed, as 


ee 


Mr. Rich 1 


Stec!,and rhis 
Author. 


e labours of this Au- 
[ 2*? thor, 


pr 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


| 


thor, he hath, with ſingular aptneſs and acuteneſs, 


contrived and contracted the ſum orſ{cope of every 

Chapter into an elegant Diſtich or pair of Verſes, 

placed at the head of it, and concluded it with a | 
choice melodious Poem ſutable to, and dilating up- 

on the whole matter of it. Theſe the Husbandman, 

who can but read, may quickly learn and ſing for 

his ſolace, inſtead of thoſe vain Ballads and cor- 

rupting Rimes, which many of that rank are apt to 
buy, and ſolace themſelves withal, without any 
benefit, yea,much to their hurt, making their hearts 
more corrupt, carnal and vain thereby, 

Let me add one word more to the Reader. This 
Book of H#sbandry Spiritualized, 1s not calculated 
only for the common Husbandmanz perſons of any 
calling or condition, may find the Author working 
out ſuch ſearching Reflections and ſtrong Convicti- 
ons, from almoſt every part and particular of the 


Husbandmans work,as may prove, if faithfully im- 
proved, very uſeful to them; to ſome for theit awa- 
kening, to conſider the ſtate of their ſouls, whether 
in grace or innature; to others for their inſtruction, 
conſolation and encouragement in the wayes of 
grace, as alſo for their proficiency and growth in 
thoſe wayes. That the bleſling of the Lord, and the 
breathings of his good Spirit may go out with it,for 
all thoſe gracious purpoſes, is the hearts defire and 
prayer of him, who is, 


Chriſtian Reader, . 


A ſincere well-wiſher to thy pre- 
cious and immortal ſont : 


JOSEPH CARYL. 
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To his Reverend and learned Friend, Mr. 
Fobn Flavell, on his Spiritual Navi- 
gation and Husbandry. 


Etters of Mart to his dear Servant given, 
By him that fiſts the ruling winds of heaven: | 
To tight, and take all ſuch as would not daign 
T*acknowledge him the Seas great Soveraign- 
He lanch'd his little Pinace, and began 
T*attaque the vaſsals of Leviathan. 
Auſpicious gales ſwelling his winged Sails, 
Searches all creeks, and every Bark he hails, 
That ſcarce a Ship our Weſtern Coaſts afford 
Which this brave Pixace hath not laid aboard. 
And what among ourriddles ſome might count, 
Was ſecn at once at Barwick,, and the Mount. | 
Yea, in morc Ports hath in one luſtre been, 
Than Hawkins, Drake, or Cavendiſh have ſeen, 
And Prizes of morc worth brought home again, 
Than all the Plate-Fleets of the Kings of Spain. 
But that which makes the wonder {well the more. 
Thoſe whom he took were Beggars all betore. 

But reſts he here ? No, no, our friend doth know 

*Tis good to have two ſtrings unto his Bow. 

Our rare Amphibion loves not to be pent 

Within the bounds, of one poor Element, 

Beſides the learned Author underſtood, 

That of an idle hand there comes no good, 

The Law to him no P#lpit doth allow, 

And now he cannot Preach, he means to Plow 
Though 
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Though Preaching were a crime, yet he foreſaw 
Againſt the Plowman there could be no Law. 
Nor ſtayes he on reſolves, but out of hand 

He yoaks his Teem, plows up the ſtubborn Land : 
Sows it with precious Seed, harrows again 

The tougher clods: takes pleaſure in his Pain. 
Whilſt Orph*s like, (which doth his Art advance) 
Rocks, Ficlds, and Woods after his pipe do dance. 


Induftrious ſpirit , to what a rich account 
With thy bleſt Lord, will all theſe labours mount ? 
That every nerve of thy bleſt ſoul doſt ply, 
To further heavens Spiritual Husbandry. 
This kind of Tillage which thou teacheſt us, 
Was never dreamt of by Triptolemms. 
Go Reader, turn the leaves 3 and me allow 
To pray (whilſt at thy work) God ſpeed the Plow. 


NICHOLAS WATTS. 


In Authoris OPER A. 


Et Paratelſis and V2 Helmout's name; 
No miore ride triumph on the wings of. fame. 
Lo, here's a Chymaſt whoſe divine skill 
Doth hallowed, from unballew'd things diſtil, 
Spiritualizeth Sea affairs, agen, 
Makes the rude ground turn Tutor unto men. 
Shews Mariners as by a Compaſs how 
They may unto the Port of Glory row. 
Teacheth the Plowmen from their work to know 
What duties unto God and man they ow. 
Rare Artiſt ! who when many tongies are mute 
Mak'ſt things that are inanimate, confure 
The Ages fins; by preaching unto eyes, 
Truths which in other modes their cars deſpiſc. 
Proſper his pious Labours, Lord ! how&r 
Do not forget to crown the labourer. 


Sic raptim canit, 


DAN. CONDY. 
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To his Reverend and Iroaluable Friend 
Mr. J. F. upon bis Husbandry Spi- 
ritualized, 


Are you come from the Pulpit to the Plow ? 
If ſo, then pardon me if I profeſs; 
The Plow deſerves to be {ent to the Preſs. 
*Tis not long ſince you went to Sea they ſay, 
* Navigation Compos'd a * Compaſs which directs the wa 
Spiritualized. And ſteers the courſe to heaven, O bleſt Art ! 
And bravely done, that you did that impart 
To us, who take it kindly at your hand, 
And bleſs the Lord that you are come to Land. 
To be an Husbandman wherein your skill 
With admiration doth your Readers fill. 
One grain will yield increaſe, it's ten times ten, 
When th*carth*s manur'd by ſuch Husbandmen. 
We may expe rich harveſts , and full crops, 
When heavenly dew deſcendeth in ſuch drops 
Of ſpiritual rain, to water every held 
That it full heaps of grace to God may yield. 
I mult adore the wiſdom of that God 
That makes men wiſe, who even from a clod 
.Of carth can raiſe ſuch heavenly Meditation 
' Unto a Pitch of - highelt clevation. 
' Beſides, I mark the goodneſs of the Lord 
| Performing unto us his faithful Word, 


Jon Sir, what do I ſee ? what now ! 


———— 
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That all ſhall work for good unto the Saints 
Which in ſome meaſure leſſens our complaints. 
For though our Pulpit mercies be grown leſs, 

We have ſome gracious helps yet from the Preſc. 
And hercin all the world may plainly ſee, 
That faithful ſervants will not idle be. 
We have ſome bricks, although the firaw'be gone. 
The Church at laft ſhall be of poliſhe None. 
What ever men or Devils act, or ſay, 
Sion at laſt will have a glorious day. 
The wretched muck-worm that from morn to night 
Labours as if *twere for an heavenly weight, 
And when he hath got all he can, the molt 
Amounts to little more than a poor crutt 
To feed his tired carkaſe, it himſelf 
Have by his carking got a little pelf 
Leave it he muſt, to one he knows not whom, 
And then muſt come to eternal doom 3 
And hear his poor negle&ed wretched ſoul 
Tell him at laſt that he hath play'd the fool. 
But here he's taught how he betore he dye 
May lay uptreaſure for eternity. 
Whercin he may be rich, yea, much much more 
Than they that do poſſeſs whole mines of Oar. 
When carth*s more worth than heaven, & gold than grace 
Then let the worldling run his bruitiſh race, 
But not before unleſs he do intend 
To meet with ſoul-deſtruction in the end. 
But I muſt leave him, and return again 
To gratulate the author for his pain. 
And here can't forbear to let my pen 
To tell the world of all the Husbandmen 
That cr\c I met, he, he hath hit the vein 
To recompenſe the Labourers hard pain, C 
And taught him how to get the greateſt gain. 
Wherein he treads a path not trod betore, 
By which indeed his skill appears the more. 


CY 


I might Excomizms give him great and true, 
And yet come ſhort of what's his due. 

But I muſt not walk in forbidden wayes 
For thereby I am ſure I ſhould difpleaſe 

His pious mind, who doth and freely can 
Give all the praiſe to the great Husbandman. 

; Who will his graces in his ſervants own, 

But doth expect himſelf to wear the Crown, 
Farewel dear Sir, I take my leave, and now 
Will fay no more but this, God ſpeed the plow. 


EDWARD JEFFERY. 
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EPISTLE 


TO THE 
Intelligent Countrey READER. 


H 0 U haſt here the fruit of ſome 
= of my ſpare hour, which were thus 
' imployed,when by a ſad providence 
| I was thruſt from the ſociety of ma- 
ny dear friends,into aſolitary coun- 
EPR trey dwelling. T hope none will envy 
WE me theſe innocent delights, which 1 

_ my lonely walks, whereby the Lord ſweetned 

my ſolitudes there. Tis like thou wilt find ſome paſſages 
here, that are harmleſly pleaſant; yet, I aſſure thee, 1 
know of none that the moſt Cynical Reader cax cenſure 
as pnfully light and vain. I muſt acknowledge to the 
praiſe of God,that Ihave found ſome of thoſe(which poſ- 
ſobly ſome of my Readers will call the ſlighteſt and moſt 


. y 
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| trifling ſabjeFs of meditation)to be the Ordinances for 


CES 


Inſtru- 


The Epiſtletothe Reader, 


Hor, Sat 6. 
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p09 45 + Wer ene" Conſolation to my own oul: 
yea, ſuch a degree of comfort, 1 do profeſs, to have found 
by theſe things, as hath much endeared the conntrey life 


to me,and made me much better to underſtand that ſay- 
ing of Horace, than when I learn'd it at ſchool, 


Noviſtine locum potiorem rure beato > 

Eſt ubi plus tapeant hyems ? ubi gracior aura ? 

O ras, quando te ad ſpiciam ? quandoquelicebit 
Nunc veterum libris, nunc ſomno,& inertibus hortis 
Ducere ſolicitz jucunda oblivio vite, (3. e. 

What life can with the Country life compare ? 

Where breaths OG, and moſi healthful Air. 
Where undiſturb'd, my ſtudies I purſue 3 

And when IT ſleep, bid all my cares adien. 


And what Thave found ſo beneficial to my ſelf, T can- 
not but think may be ſo to others. I aſſure thee Reader,1 
am not fond of any of theſe conceptions ;and yet Ithink, 
T may modeſtly enough ſay,that the emptieſt leaf in this 
book,may ſerve for more and better uſes than a meer di- 
verſion, when thon canſt find leiſure to eruſe it. I know 
your troubles and cares are many, and though your con- 
dition of lif hath many innocent comforts,and outward 
mercies to ſweeten it, yet T believe mot of you have 


found, that ancient ſaying of Anaxion experimentally 
true, Ext T mugiy © 24g ng WHY» 


Some bitter troubles Countrey mcn do meet, 
Wherewith the Lord doth intermix their Gveet. 


The cares of your minds, are commonly no leſs than 
| the paines of your Bodies ; it concerns you therefore,to 


{weeten 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


ſweeten what you cannot avoid 3 and I know no bette x 
way for that than what js here direFed to. O friends ! | 

| what advantages have you, for a ſpiritual life * Why 
| may you not have two harveſts every year ?one for your 
| Souls, another for your bodies 5 if you could thus learn 
| to husband your Husbandry. Methinks ſpiritual Medi- 
| tations do even put themſelves upon you. Husbandmen of 
old were generally preſumed to be honeſt and good men ; 
what elſe means that ſaying of Menander, a,q;«6- 


| GiVa; Tg Tun Tg Oy av 


| 
| Profeſs thy ſelf an Husbandman, 

| And wicked too! believ't that can. "i 
| 


What you are, godly or wicked is not for me (that a1 
a ſtranger to moſt of you)to determine; but if you are 
not godly, its my deſire & deſign to make you ſo; and 1 
conld not think on a more probable means to accompliſh 
this honeſt deſugn,than what T have here uſed. Methinks 
it ſhould be a pleaſure to you, when you come weary out of 
the fields from plow, or any other labour, to ſit down in 
the evening, and read that chapter which concerns that 
particular buſineſs,&» retrelh your Souls even from that 
| which hath wearied your bodies. Iere your hearts but 
| heavenly, & more time allowed for ſpiritual husbandry 
| your inward comforts,would be much more,@& your out 
ward gains not a jot leſs; for if the ſucceſs of all your 
civil labours and impolyments depend upo:: the pleaſure 

| + will of God 3( 45 all that are not Atheijts 05 acknow- 
ledge)tien certainly, your buſineſs can ſucceed never the 
worſe, for your endeavours to pleaſe hit, upon whoſe | 
pleaſure it ſo intirely depends. T have 14" y tr1mmes lifted 
up my heart to heaven,whi''t theſe papers were under my 


hard. 


Do —— 


The Epiſtle tothe Reader, 


hand, for a ſpecial bleſſing to accompany them, 
| when they ſhould be in yours. Tf the Lord accompliſh 

my deſires by them #pon your ſouls, you ſhall enjoy two 
heavens, one here, and another hereafter. Would 
not that be ſwees? The Hiſtorian tells ws, that Altiti- 
us Serarius was ſowing Corn in the field, when Q. 
Cincinnatus came to him bare headed, with letters 
from the Senate, ſignifying that he was choſen to the 
DiRatorſhip. T hope the Lord will ſo bleſs and ſuc. 
ceed theſe Iabours, that many of you will be called from 
| holding the Plow oz earth, to wear the Crown of glo- 
ry*in heaven 3 which is the ſencere deſpre 


Of 
Your hearty Well-wiſher, 


JOHNFLAVELL. 


SEERESRREEDSNRREE 
THE 


Aurhor ro the Reader 


Ome you whoſe liſtning cars do even itch, 
( To hear the way preſcrib'd of growing rich; 

T'le ſhew you how to make your Tenements 

Ten thouſand times more worth, and yet your rents 
Not rais'd a farthing 3 here my Reader ſees, 
A way to make his dead and barren trecs 
Yield precious fruit, his Sheep though ne*re ſo bad | 
Bear golden fleeces, ſuch ne*re Faſon had. 
In every thing your gain ſhall more than double, 
And all this had with far leſs toyl and trouble. 
Mcthinks, I hear thee ſay this cannot be, 
Ple ne*re believe it : well, read on and (ce. 
Readcr, hadſt thou but ſenſes exercis*d . 
To judge aright 3 were ſpiritual things but priz'd 
At their juſt value, thou wouldſt quickly ſay 
*Tis ſo indeed 3 thou wouldſt not go thy way 
Like one that's diſappointed, and fo fling 
The book aſide, I thought *twas ſome ſuch thing. 
Time was when Countrcy Chriſtians did afford. 
More hours and pains'about God's holy Word ; 
Witneſs the man who did moſt gladly pay 
For ſome few leaves his whole Cart load of Hay. 
And time ſhall be when heavenly truth that warms 
The heart thall be prcter*d before your Farms. 
When HOLINESS as ſacred Scripture tells, 
Shall be engraven on the Horſes bells. 
Lord haſten on thoſe much deſired times 3 
And to that purpoſe bleſs theſe rural Rimes. 
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H E ſcope and deſign of the following 
Chapters, being the ſpiritual improve- 
ment of Husbandry, it will be neceſ(- 
ſary by way of Proem, to acquai 
the Reader with the Foundation _ 

' generalFRules of this Art in the Scri- 
ptures, thereby to procure greater 
_ unto, and prevent prejudice 

againſt compoſures. of this kind. | 

To this end I ſhall entertain the Reader a little while up- 

on what this Scripture affords us, which will give a fair In- 

troduction to the following Diſcourſe. 

* The Apoſtle's ſcope in the context being to check and re- 

preſs the vain glory aud emulation of the Corinthians, who 

inſtead of thankfulneſs for, and an humble and diligent im- 

provement of the excellent bleſſings of the Miniſtry ; turn'd 

all into vain oftentation and*mulation, one preterring Paul, 
and another Apollos, in the maan time depriving themſelves 
B ot 
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The PROEM. 
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of the choice bleſſings they might have received from them 
both. 

To cure this growing miſchicf in the Churches, he checks 
their vanity, and diſcovers the evil of ſuch practiſes 3 by ſeve- 
ral Arguments, amongſt which this is one. 4 

Te are God's Husbandry, q. 4. 
What are ye, but a field, or plog of ground, to be manured 


[and cultivated for God ? arid what are Paul, Apollo, and Ce-| 


has, but ſo many work-men and labourers, 4mployed- by 
God, the-great Husbandman, to plaſitand water you all? 

It then, you ſhall glory in ſome, and deſpiſe others, you 
take theready way to deprive your ſelves of thebenetitsand 
| mercicsyou might receive from the joint Miniſtry of them 


will be your {in if you deſpiſe cither. It the work-men be 
diſcouraged in their labours, *tis the field that loſes and (uf- 
fers by itz ſo that the words axe a_limilitude,: ſerving to- il- 
luſtrate the Relation. - 

| I. Which the Churches have to God. 

. 2, Which God's Miniſters have to the Churches. 
The relation betwixt God and them, islike that of an 


. 
* Fideles v0- 
cantur der, | 
I'mepraory quia 4 
Dro per paſtores, 
tanguam arvum 
excolunt ur, 


Husbandman to his ground or tillage. The Greck ward ſig- 
nitics Gods * Arable, or that plot ot ground which God ma- 
Fures by the miniſtry of Paſtors and Teachers. | 

It ſerves to illuſtrate the rtlation that the Miniſters of 


Rav. 
2, 


Chriſt ſuſtain to the Churches, which is like that of the Hus- 
bands ſervants te him, and his fields; which excellent no- 
tion carrics in it the perpetual neceſſity of a Goſpel-Miniſtry. 
(For what fruit can be expected, where there are none to 
till the ground?) As alfo the diligence , accountableneſs, 
and rewards, which theſe labourers arc to give to, and re- 
ccive from God, the great Husbandman. All runs: into this. 
That the life and imploymient of an Husbandman, ex- 
cellently ſhadows forth the relation betwixt God 
and his Church, and the relative dutics betwixt its 
Miniſters and members. * 
Ox more briefly thus. 


————— 
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all. God hath uſed me to plant you,and Apollo to water you 3 | 
you are obliged to bleſs him for the Miniſtry of both, andit | 
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The Church is God's Husbandry, about which his 

Miniſters are imployed. 

I ſhall not here-obſerve my uſual Method, (intending no 
more but a Preface to the following Diſcourſe ) but only 
open the particulars wherein the, reſemblance conſiſts 5 and 
| then draw fake Corrolaries from the whole. The firlt 1 
ſhall difpatch in theſe twenty particulars following, 

The Husbandman purchaſes his helds,” and gives a valua- 
ble conſideration for theft, Fer. 32. 9,10. - nr 

So hath God purchaſed his Church with a full valuable 
price, even the precious blood of his own Son, Af. 20. 28, 
Feed the Church of God, which he bath purchaſed, or acquited 
with his own blood. O dear-bought inheritance, how much 
doth this beſpeak its worth ? or rather, the high cftecm God 
hath of it, to pay down blood, and fuch blood for it never 
was any inheritance bought at ſuch a rate: every particular 
clect perſon, and none but ſuch as are comprehended in this 
purchaſe, the reſt ſtill remain in the devils right. Sin made 
a forfeiture of all to juſtice, upon which Satan entred and 
took poſſeſhon, and as a ſtrong man armed, ſtill keeps it in 
them, Lake 11. 21. but upon payment of this ſum to jultice, 
the Ele& (who only are intended in this purchaſe) paſs over 
into God's right and propricty , and now are neither Sa- 
tans, As 26.18. nor their own, 1 Cor. 6. 19. hut the Lord's 
peculiar. 1 Pet, 2. 6. And to ſhew how much they are his 
own, you have two poſſeſizet in one verſe, Cant. 8. 12. My 
vineyard, which is mine is before we. Mine, which is mine. « * 

Hasbandmen divide and ſeparate their own Lands from 
other mens, they have their Land-marks and boundaries, by 
which propriety is preſerved, Det. 27. 17. Prov. 22. 28. 
 Soare the people of God wonderfully ſeparated, and di- 

je” from all the people of the earth, ' Pſal. 4. 3. The 
Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf, and the Lord 
knoweth who are bis, 2 Tim. 2. 19. It is a ſpecial a& of grace, 
to be incloſed by God out of the waſte howling wilderne( of 
the world, Dexwg 33. 16. This God did intentionally, in the 
decree before the world was which decree is exccuted in 

their ſanRificatian and adoption. 
B 2 Corn- 
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] to keep what we have, as to acquire more than we had. 


Corn-felds are carefully fenced far usbandman with 
hedges and ditches, to preſerve their frults from beaſts that 
would otherwiſe over-run and deſiroy them=--Non minus 
eft virtus quam querere partaweri. It is as good Husbandry 


My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruntful bill, 2nd he 
fenced it, Tf. 5. 1,2. No inheritance is better defended and 
ſecured, than the Lords inheritance, Pſal. 125. 2, As the 
mountains are rouad about [craſalem, ſo the Lord is round about 
his people.So careful is ht for their ſafety, that he createth wpox 
every dwelling place of mount Sion, and upon her aſſemblies, a 
cloud and ſmoke by day,and the ſhining of a flaming fire by night; 
for upon all the glory ſhall be a defence, 1ſ.4.5. Nota particular 
Saint,but is hedged about and incloſed in arms of power and 
love, Job 1. 10. Thou haſt made a hedge about him. The Devil 
fain would, but by his own confeſſhon could not, break over 
that hedge to touch Fob,till Gods iffion made a gap for 
him: Yea, he not only makes an hedge, but a wall about 
them, and that of fre,Zech.2.5. Sets a guard of Angels to en- 
camp round about them that fear him, Pſal.34.7. and will not 
truſt them with a ſingle guard of —_— neither, though | 
their power be great, and love to the Saints as greats but | 
watches over them himſelf alſo,I/2.27.2,3. Sing ye unto ber,a 
vineyard of red wine, I the Lord do keep it, I will water it every 
moment \, left any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. 
Hnsbandmen carry out their Compolt 3 to fertilize their 
arable ground, they dung it, dreſs it, and keep it in heart ; 
and in theſe Weſtern parts are at great aq to bring lime, 
and falt water ſand to quicken their thin and cold ſoy]. 


Lord, let it alone this year alſo,till Tſhall dig about it and dung | 
it ; and if it bear fruit well, if not, cut it down, Luke 13.8. 
O the rich dreſſing which God beſtows upon his Churches ! 
they are coſtly fields indeed, dreſt and fertilized, not only by 
precious Ordinances and Providences, but alſo by the ſweat, 
yea, bloud of the diſpenſers of them. © You Londoners (faith. 
* Mr. Lockger) are trees watered choicely'Mdeed 3 *tis ſto- 
«ried of the. Palm-tree, that at its firſt tranſplanting into. 


< Italy, *twas watercd with wine, I cannot fay (faith he) that 
u 5? 


—_ 
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umbly and truly fay, that it. our choiceſt ſirength and 
<ſpirits may be named inſtead of water, wine 3 or if the 
« bleiſmg which hath gone along with theſe waters, at any 
< time, hath turned them into wine, in vigour upon-your 
< ſouls 3 then hath God by me, watered your roots with 
« wine. - 

The Husbandman builds his houſe, where he makes his 
purchaſe, dwells upon his Land, and frequently vilits it 3 he 
knows, that ſuch as dwell far from their Lands, are not far 
from loſs. 

So doth God where-ever he plants a Church there doth 
he fx his habitation, intending there to dwell, Pſa. 46. 5. 
God is in the midjt of ber, (he ſhall not be moved. Thus God 


Levit.26, 11,12, And IT will ſet my tabernacle amongſt you, 
and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my people. Which promiſe 
is again renew'd tor his Churches of the New Teltament, 
2 Cor. 6.16, And when the Churches ſhall be. in their 
greateſt flouriſh, and purity,then ſhall there be the fulleſt and 
moſt glorious manifeſtation of the divine preſence among 
them, Rev.21.3. Ani T heard a great voice out of heaven, ſay- 
ing, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and bewill dwell 
with them, and be their God. Hence the Afﬀemblics are called, 
the places of his feet---And there they behold the beauty of 
the Lord, Pſal. 27: 

Husbandmen grudge not at the coſt they are at for their 
tillage z bur as they lay out vaſt ſums upon it, fo, they do it 
cheertully. | 

And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and men of Juda; 
judge 1 pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard what could bave 
| been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done in it ? And 


© you have been ſo watered by me, Idare not ; but this I m_ 
« 


came to dwell upon his own Fee-and Inheritance, in Jude, | 


—— 


as he beſtows upon his heritage, the choiceſt mercies, ſo he 
doth it with the greateſt cheertulne(s 3 for he faith, Fer. 32. 
41. I will rejoyce over them, to do them good; and I will 
plant them in this Land aſſuredly with my whole beart and with 
my whole ſoul. It is not the giving out of mercy (faith one) 
that grieveth God, but the recoyling of his mercies back 
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9. Prop. 


again upon him by the creatures ingratitude. 

When Husbandmen have been at coſt and pains about their 
Husbandry, they expe fruit from it, an{werable to. their |_ 
pains and expences about it : Behold ((aifh James) the Hus- 
bandman waiteth for the precious fruits. of the earth, Jam. 5.7. 

And he looked that it ſhould bring forth fruit, Ia. 5. 2. This 
heavenly Husbandman waits for the fruits of his helds alſo ; 
never did any Husbandman long, for the deſired Harveſt, 
more than God doth for the fruits of holineſs from his Saints; 
gxcat are the expectations of God from his people : Aud 
when the time of the fruit drew near, he ſent his ſervants to the 
Husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it, S 

Husbandmln are much delighted, to ſee the ſucceſs of 
their labours, it comforts them over all thcir hard.pains, and 
many weary dayes, to ſee a good increaſe. . 

*Much more is God delighted, in bcholding the flouryhing 
graces of his people 3 it pleaſes him to ſee his plants laden 
with fruit, and his valleys fing with corn, Cant. 6. 2. My 
beloved is gone down into his garden, into his beds of ſpices to feed 
in the gardens, and to gather lilies. Theſe beds of ſpices (ſay 
Expoſitors) are the particular Churches, the companies of 
Believers; he gocs to feed in theſe gardens, like as men go 
to their gardens to make merry, or to gather fruit, Cant. 
4. 16. He eats bis pleaſant fruit, viz. His peoples holy per- 
tormances, ſweeter to him than any Ambroſia 3, thus he feeds 
in the gardens, and he gathers lillies when he tranſlates good 
ſouls into his Kingdom abovez For the Lord taketh pleaſure 
in by Saints, and will beautifie the meek with ſalvation. 
The Husbandman'is exceedingly grieved,when he ſees the 
hopes of a good crop diſappointed, and his-helds prove bar- 
ren, or blaſted: 

$o the Lord expreſſcs his grict tor, and anger againſt his 


| people, when they bring forth no truits, or wilde truits, 


worſe than none, Hoſe 9. 16. Ephraim is ſmitten, their root is 
dryed up.Chriſt was excecding]y diſpleaſed with the bg-tree, 
and curſcd it tor its barrennels 3 it grieves him to the heart 
when his ſervants return to him with ſuch complaints as 


theſe,We bave Iaboured in vain, we bave ſpent our frrengys for 
ought. : Husband- 
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Husbandmen imploy many labourars to work in their 
fields, there is necd of many hands for ſuch a multiplicity of 
bulinelſs. 

God hath divcrlity of workmen alſo in the Churches, 
whom he ſends forth to labour in his ſpiritual fields, Eph. 
4-12. He gaveſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets,and ſome Evange- 
lifts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfefiing of the 
Saints for the work, of the Miniſtry. Amos 3. 7. I have ſent 
{ my ſervants | the Prophets. *Tis uſual with the Apoliles to 
place this title of ſervant among their honorary. titles, 
though a prophane mouth once called it, Proboſum artifi- 
cixm, a (ordid artiftice, Chriſt hath ſtampt a great deal of 
dignity upon his Miniſters,” in xctaining them tor the ncar- 
eſt ſervice to himſelf, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Let a man ſo account of us, 


as the Miniſters of Chriſt ; they are workers together with | 


God : the Husbandman works in the field among his labou- 
rers, and the great God diſdaineth not to work 1n and with 
| his poor ſervants in the work of the Miniſtry. . 

The work about which Husbandmen imploy their (cr- 
vants in the field, is- toylſom and ſpending. You ſee they 
come home at night as weary as they candraw their legs at- 
ter them. : 

But Gods workmen have a much harder task than they. 
Hence they are ſet forth in Scripture by the laborious ox, 
1 Cor.9.9. Rev. 4.7. Some derive the word * Deacon from a 

ord that ſignihes duli, to ſhew the laboriouſneſs of their 
imployment , labouring till even choaked with duſt and 
ſweat. *Tis ſaid of Epaphrodggus, Phil..2. 13. That for the 
work of Chriſt he was ſick, and nigh unto death \ not regarding 
his life to ſupply their lack of ſervice. The Apoltles expreſkon, 
Col. 1. lt. is very cmphatical , Wheremunto I alſg labour, ftri- 
wing according to bis working which worketh in me mightily. 
The word ſignifies, ſuch ſpending labour as puts a nian into an 
agony 3 and bleſſed is that ſesvant, whom his Lord when he 
cometh (hall tind ſo doing, 

The immediate end of the Husbandmans labour, and his 
ſervants labour, is tor the improvemen: of his Land,to make 
it-more flouriſhing ang truitful. *' 
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The ſcope and end of the Miniſtry is for the Churches be- 
nefht and advantage. They muſt not lord it over God's he- 
ritage, as if the Church were for them, and not they for the 
Church nor ſerve themſelves of it, but be the Churches 
ſervants for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor:4-6. the power they have recei- 
ved being for cdification,and not for deſtruction,2 Cor.10.8, 
Chriſt hath given them to the Churches, their gifts, their 
time, their ſtrength, and all their Miniſterial talents are not 
their own, but the Churches ſtock and treaſure. 

The workmen that labour in the helds.are accountable for 
their work to him that imploy*d them. | 

Church-Offcers are alſo accountable to God for all the 
ſouls committed to them. They are Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1. and Stewards are accountable. We 
watch for your ſouls(faith the Apoſtle )as they that muſt give an 
account, Heb.13.7. If theſe ſervants be unfaithful in their 
work and truſt, the blood of ſouls fhall be required at their 
hands, Ezek, 3. 17, 18. which arc falmina, non verba (faith 
Eraſmus) thunder-bolts, rather than words. The guilt of 
blood is the greateſt guilt 3 and bf all blood, the blood of 
ſouls. | 
| Thoſe that ſpend their time and firength all their dayes, 
in manuring, and plowing the tields, do nuaintain themſelves 
and their families by their labour their hands are ſuthicient 
tor themſelvcs and theirs. 

Even fo hath God ordained,that they which preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould live of the Goſpel,x Cor. 9.14. The workman is worthy of 
bz meat, Mat. 10.10. 'Tisa fad thing, if thoſe who break 
the bread of life to fouls, thaald be ſuffered to want bread | . 
themſelves. God would not have the mouth of the ox muz- 
led that treads out the corn,but have liberty to cat,as well as 
work: Yet, if any pretender to the Miniſtry be like the 
Heifcr that loves to tread out the corn, (4. e.)) cares todono 
work, but ſuch as brings in preſent pay he therein ſufhcient- 
ly diſcovers his beati-like diſpotition. Minitters muſt be 
taithful in their Maſters work, andff m.en do not, Gcd will 
reward there. For, Heis #0t zenrighteons to forget their work, 
and labour of love, Heb. 6. 10. 


It 
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| heavy heart did Pax! go off from his work at Epheſus, A&.20. 
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It is 2 great trouble to Husbandmen in a bulie time, tobe 
put off fromthcir labours by ſtormy weather, which drives: 
them out of the fields, and makes them let all lye, till it 
clear up again 3 yet, mean-while, they are pot idle, but im- 
ploy.themſelves in home work. | - , 

Even,ſo in God's Husbandry,'tis an unſpeakable affliction 
to. God's workmen to be rendred uſeleſs and anſerviceable 
to the Churches, -by thoſe ſtorms of- troubte, which drive 
them from their publick Miniſterial work. With what a 


It ſpends a. Miniſter to-preach, but more to. be; filent. *Tis a 
loud ſpeaking judgment, when, God ſhall ſay to.them 2s to 
| Ezekyel, Son of man, 1 will make thy tongue cleare to the roof of 
thy mouth, and thou ſhalt be dimb, Exck.3-26. Such ſilencing 
providences,ſpeaking thugdring language to gracious hearts , 
yet even then, the keepers of- the vineyard have a. private 
vineyard of, their own. to look after, they have much home- 
work when,no out-work., | | 

- There is a vaſt difference. betwixt thoſe fields which have 
been well husbanded, and dreft by a skiltul and diligent 
Husbandmanz and thoſe that have been long out of husband- 
ry. How fragrant is the one ! how dry and barren the other? 
When you paſs by a ficld well drefled and fenced , cvery 
thing proſperous and in exquiſite order ,. you may. know 
without farther enquiry, that a good Husband lives thcrc. 

Thus ſtands the caſe betwixt thoſe places'which God hath 

bleſt with a faithful painful Miniſtry, and fuchas hayc none, 
or worſe than none : For as the Husbandmans coſt and pains 
appears in the verdant, and fragrant hew of his tields3 fo a 
Miniſters pains and diligence is (ordinarily) ſcen in the hca- 
veuly lives, and flouriſhing graces of the people. The Chur- 
ches of Corinth and Theflalonica, where Paul and other holy 
inſtruments ſpent much of their time and pains became ta- 


mous and flouriihing Churches, 2 Cor. 9. 2. A ſpecial blet- 

lng comes along with a godly Miniſter, to the place where | 
ſpecial providence aſſigns him. Such places:like Gid?on's | 
fleece, have the dew of heaven lying on them, whiles others | 


round about are dry and barren. 
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The Husbandman is not diſcouraged, though theyſeed lyc 
long under the clods, he knows it will ſpring up at laft,' and 
reward him, or thoſe that come after him, for their' pains 
and patience' in waiting for its - * 

Miniſters ſhould not be preſently diſcouraged in their 
work, becanf&they (ee but litthe or yo appearance, of all the | 
{ced they have fown _—_ the-people. The ſervant of the | 
Lord muſt be patient towards dll waiting if at any-time God will | 
give them repentance, 2 Tim: 24. 25-'And if it never {priry 
up in his time, it may after his deatt; and if fo, he Qrafi | 
not fail of his'rewatd, Joh. 4:36, 47s And We that reaperh, 
receiveth wages, amid pat erbrh frait unto Tife eternal, that both 
be that ſoweth, and he that reapeth miy rojoyee rogerver 3 and 
berein is that ſaying true, -one ſoweth,, and another reapeth. | 
Though Minilters die, yet their words live 3 yea, their words 
take hold of men when they are in the duſt, Zech. 1. 6. 

Husbandmen' find low ground and valleys,'moſt fertile. ! 
Hills, how loftily ſoever, they over-t6p the lower grotttds, | 
yet anſwer not the Husbandmans' paihs, as the valleys do. 
Theſe are beſt watered and ſecured from the ſcorching heat ! 
of the Sun. | | 

Experience ſhews us, that the humbleſt Saints are moſt ' 
fruitful under the Goſpel. Theſe are they that receive with 
meekneſs. the ingraffed word, Jam. 1. 21. whoſe influences | 
abide in them, as the rain doth inthe low valleys. Happy is | 
that Miniſter, whoſe lot falls in ſuch a'pleafant valley. Bleſ- 
fed are they that ſow beſide all ſuch waters, that ſend forth+hither 
the feet of the ox and the aſs, 14.32.20, Among theſe valleys 
run tHe pleaſant ſprings, and purling brooks, which ferti- 
lize the neighbouring ground. Heavenly Ordinances there, 
teave fruitful influences. aw; 

The firſt Crop is uſually the beſt; and the longer the 
Husbandman tills his ground, the leſs it produces. After a | 
few years its vigour = ſtrength is ſpent. 

The fiſt entertainment of the Goſpel is commonly the 
beſt; and\what good is done by the Miniſtry, is often done 
at its firſt eritrance. New things are pretty, and very taking. 
Fohn at firſt was to the Jews a burning ad a ſnining light,and | 


they | 
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| : ws 
| they were willing [ for a ſeaſon] to rejoyce in his light, Joh.5.35. 
' Paul. was highly valned _—, the Galatians at firſt : ſuch 
, was their zeal, that they could have pluckt out their eyes and 
; have given them to him 3 but how quickly did this tull tyde 
ebb again ? for he complains, Gal. 4. 15. Where then is the 
 bleſſedneſs ye ſpake of. | 
Laſtly, When fields prove barren, and will not quit the 
' Husbandmans'coſt, nor anfwer the ſeed he ſows in them, 
he plucksup the hedges, and layes it waſte. 
So when Churches grow formal and fruitleſs, the Lord 
removes his Goſpel-preſence from «them, 3 plucks up the 
hedge of his proteQtion from about them, and layes them 
open, as waſte ground, to be over-run by their enemies, 
| Fer. 7.12. Go to Shiloh, and ſee. what I did unto it. What is 
become of thoſe once famous and flouriſhing Churches ot 
Aſia? Are they not laid waſte, and trodden down by inti- 
dels? And now go to (faith the great Husbandman) I will 
tal you what 1 will do to my vineyard ; 1 will pull up the bedge 
thereof, and it ſhall be laid waſte, Iſa. 5. 5. 
- "Thus youſce the Allegory opened in its particulars : from 
the whole, I ſhall preſent you with theft five enſuing Cor- 


rolaries. 
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The Firjt Corrolary. 


How great then arethe dignities and priviledges of the Chur- 
ches of Feſus Chriſt ,vhom he hath appropriated to himſelf, above 
all the people of the earth,to be his peculiar inberitance?The rctt 
ofthe world is a waſte wildetneſs; all other places,how plca- 
fant ſever, in reſpec of their natural amznity and delights, 
are truly enough called, the dark places of the earth; dif- 
mal, ſolitary celk, where Ziim and Im, Bitterns, Cormorants, 
and every doletul creature dwells. But the Church is the Pa- 
radiſe of the earth, a gardex encloſed, Cant. 4. 12. in whole 
hedges the Goſpel-birds chirp and fing melodioully, Cant. 
2. 12, Its beds, are beds of ſpices, Cant. 6. 2. and bctwixt 
its pleaſant banks, a Chriſtal River of living water runs, 
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Rev.22.1. the ſtreams whereof make glad the City of God 
C3 in 


———. 


Thee PRO EM, | 


Spec 1s Chron, 


in the midſt thereof the Lord himſelf delights to walk. O 
Sioa ! with what pleaſures doſt-thou; abound !- If Bernard 
were ſo raviſhcd with the delights of his Msv.4ftery,becauſe of 
its green banks, aud ſhady bowers, and herbs, and trees, and 
various objects to feed his cycs,and fragrant ſmells,and ſweet 


| and various tuncs of birds, together with the opportunities 


of devout contemplation, that he cryed out admiring]y, 
Lord ! what delights dojt thow provide, even for the poor ! How 
nuch more ſhould we -be raviſhed with $ioz's glory ? for 
beautiful fer ſcituation, is mount Zion. Ot whom it may much 
more truly be ſaid, what a Chronicler of our own once faid 


of England, that it is the fortunate Iſland, the Paradice of 


Pleaſure, the Garden of God, whoſe valleys are like Edex, 
whoſe hills are as Lebanon,whoſe ſprings are as P:ſgab, whoſe | 
Rivers are as Ford2#, whoſe wall is the Ocean, and whoſe de- 
fence is the Lord Jebovah. Happy art thou, O Iſrael, who is 
like unto thee? .Who can count the priviledges wherewith 
Chriſt hath inveſted his Churches? O let it never ſeem a 
light thing in our. eyes, that we grow within his bleſſed in- 
cloſure. How ſweet a promiſe 1s that,"Exod. 19. 5.. Te ſhall 
be to me a peculiaf treaſure above all people , for all the earth is 
mine, | 


The Second Corrolary. 


Hence it follows, That ſpiritual barrenneſs is a great re- 
proach and ſhame to Chriltians. Shall God's Husbandry, 
which is ſo planted, watered, fenced, filled with favours and 
mercies, be like the barren heath in the deſert ? Surely it 
ſhould be ſaid of every ſoul that grows here, as the Hiftorian 
faith of Spain, that there is #thil infrufiuoſum, nibil ſterile ; 
nothing barren or unfruitful in it. God's vineyard is plant- 
cd in a very fruitful hill, 1/2. 5. 1. And ſurely they that are 
planted in the houſe of the Lordſhould flouriſh in the Court of our 
| God they ſhould bring forth fruit,even in old age, 10 ſhew that 
God is wpright, Pſal. 92.13, 14+ They are created..in Chriſt 
Jeſus unto good works whichGod bath ordained they ſhould walk, 


in, Eph. 2. 10. They are married unto Chriſt, that they might 
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{| honour to the root that bears it, a bxrren ficld to the Hus- 
| bandman that owns it 3 God cannot enduxre that in his fields, 
which he ſuffers in.the wilderncfs. 

' The third Corrolary. 

If the Church be God's Huzbandry, then there is ſuch a 
ſpecial gracious preſence of the Lord in his Churches, as is 
not % 3 found in all the world belide. Where may you 
expect to find the Husbandman, but in his own fields ? there 
lyes his buſineſs, and there he delights to be. ' And where 
may we exped to find God, but in the Aſſemblies of his 
Saints ? He walks amongſt the golde# Candleſticks, Rev. 2. 1.1 
will walk among you (faith he) and be your God,'2 Cor. 6. 
16, Upon this account the Church is called Fehwuah Sha- 
mah , the Lord is there, Ezek, 48. wit. You may ſee the 
footfteps of God in the creatures ; but-the face of God is only 
to be ſeen in his Ordinances. Hence Pſal.27.4. David long*d 
for the Temple, that be might ſee the beamty of the Lord. Now, 
what is beauty, but a ſymetry and proportion of parts? In 
the works of Creation,you ſce one attribute manifeſted in: one 
thing, and another, in another thing but in the Sanitary 
you may {ce beauty, even in all the attributes of Goddif- 
| played there: And indeed, we find in Scripture fuch aſto- 
; niſhing expreſſions about the vitionsof God in his Church, 
that in reading them, a man can ſee little difference betwixt 
| It and heaven) for as the Church is called heaven, Mat.25.1. 
| ſo itsdeſcription is like that of heaven, Heb. 12. 22, 23. Tow 

are come to the beapenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of Angels, &c. And Rev. 4. 22. They ſhall ſee bis face, 
| aud his name ſhall be written in their foreheads. Andv.24.The 

Saints are III nearer to the throne of God,than 
the Angels themſelves. Hence. alſo Ordinances are called Gal- 
leries, in which both Saints and Angels walk, beholding the 

lory of him that ſits upon the throne, Zech. 3.7. If you will 
hep my wayes, I will give you Gateries to walkin, among them 
| that ſtand by. 
The 


rm 


bring forth fruit to God, Rom.7.4. An empty branch isa dif- | 


— 
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The Fourth Corrolary. £ 
If the Church be God's Husbandry, then thoſe that be | 
imployed in Miniſterial work, ought to be men of great 
jadgment and experience in ſoul affairs 3 for theſe are the 
labourers whom God, the myſtical Husbandman- imploys 
and entrufts about his ſpiritual Husbandry, Should Husband- 
men imploy ignorant perſons, that neither underſtand the ' 
rules, nor proper ſeaſons of Husbandry ; how much would 
ſuch workmen damnihe and prejudice him ? he will not im- 
ploy ſuch to weed his helds, as know not wheat from tarcs 3 
or to prune his trees, that think Midſummer as fit for that 
work as December z much leſs will God. He qualifies all that 
he ſends, with wiſdom for their work. His workmen approve 
themſelves workmen iudeed, ſuch as need not be aſhamed,rightly 
dividing the word of truth, 2 Tim.2.15. As Bezaleel was fur- 
niſhed with wiſdom, betore he was imployed in Tabernaclc- 
work, ſo Chriſt inſtructs his fervants, with skill and inſight, 
before they are imployed in Minitterial-work. He gives 
them a mouth and wiſdom, Lake 2 1. 15. indues them with 
power from on high: as Chriſt was filled abundantly with 
the Spirit for his work,ſo according to proportion, are thoſe 
' | that are ſent by him, Foh. 20. 21, 22. As my Father hath ſent 
me, ſo ſend I you. And as for thoſe that run before they are 
ſent, and underſtand not the Myſteries cf the Goſpel, I ſhall 
ſay no more of. them, but this 3 Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. © | 


The Fifth Corrolary. 


To conclude, It the Church be God's Husbandry, that 
is, it Husbandry have ſo many reſemblances of Gods works 
about the Church in itz then how inexcuſable is the igno- 
rance of Husbandmen, in the things of God, who belides 
the word of the Goſpel,have the teachings of the Creatures 3 
and can hardly turn their hands to any part of their work, 
but the Spirit hints one ſpiritual uſe or othcr fron it to their 
ſouls? 


The PROEM 


ſouls? How do the Scriptures abound with Parables, and 
lively ſimilitudes taken from Husbandry ? from the tield, 
the ſeed, the plow.the barn,from threſhing and winnowing z 
{mnilitudes alſo from planting,grafiing, and pruning of trees; 
and not a few from the ordering of Cattel. So that, to 
what bulineſs ſoever you turn your hands, in any part of 
your calling , ſtill God meets you, with one heavenly in- 
ſtruction or other. But alas ! How few are able to improve 
their civil imployments to ſuch excellent ends? Theſe things 
are but bricfly hinted in the Scriptures, and thoſe hints ſcat- 
tered up and down, that they know not where to hind, themz 
and if they could, yet would it be difficult ſo to mcthodize 
them, as it is neceſſary they ſhould be, in order to their due 
improvement, by Meditation. 

And therefore I judged it neceſſary to colleq and prepare 
them for your uſe; _ in this manner to preſent them to 
you, as you find them in the following Chapters. Read,con- 
lider, and apply 3 and the Lord make you good Husbands for 


your own ſouls. 
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Spiricualized, 


CHAP. I. 


tn the laborious Husbandman you ſee, 
What all true Chriſtians are,or ought to be. 


OBSERVATION. 


HE imployment of the Hsbandman is by all 
nous, va to be very laborious there 
is a multiplicity of buſineſs incumbent on 
him. The end of one work, is but the beginning 
of another. Every ſeaſon of the year brings its proper work 
with it: Sometimes you find him in his Fields, dreiling, 
plowing, ſowing, harrowing, weeding,or reapingz and ſome- 


Upon the in- 
duſtry of the 
Husbandman. 


times in his Barn, threſhing, or winnowing3 ſome- 
D tumes 
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times in his Orchard, planting, grafhng, or pruning his trees, 
and ſometimes among his Cattel: ſo that he*hath no time | 
to be idle. And as be hath a multiplicity of buſineſs, A 
every part of it is full of toyl, and ſpending labour : He | 
cats not the bread of idleneſs, but carns it before he eats it 
and as it were, dips it in his own {weat, whereby it becomes 
the ſweeter to him. Though fm brought in the Husband- 
mans {weat, Gen.3.19. yet now not to {ſweat would increaſe 
his fin, Ezek, 16. 49. 


APPLICATION. 


Ehold here the life of a ſerious Chriſtian,ſhadowed forth 

to the lite. As the life of a Husbandman, ſo the lite of a 
Chriſtian is no idle, or calic life. They that take up Reli- 
gion for oftextation, and not for an occupation, and thoſe 
that place the bulineſs df it in notions, and idle ſpeculations, 
in forms, geſtures, and external obſervances, may think, and 
call it ſo: , ſuch as devote themſelves unto it, and make 
Religion their buſinels, will hnd it no caſie work to exerciſe 
themſelves to podlineſs. Many there are, that affect the re- 
putation and ſweet of it, who cannot endure the labour, and 
ſweat of it. It men might be indulged to divide their hearts 
betwixt God and the Workd, or to cull out the cheap and 
caſe dutics' of it, and neglect the more difficult and coſtly 
ones, it were an ealie thing to be a Chriſtian : but furely to 
have reſpect to all God's commandments, to liye the life, as | 
well as ſpeak, the language of a Chriſtian 3 to be holy in all | 
manner of conyerſation, is not ſo eafie. This will be evi- 
dent, by comparing, the life of a Chriſtian, with the lite of | 
A Husbandman, in theſe five particulars : Wherein it. will | 
appear that the work of a Chriſtian, is by much the hardeſt 
work of the two. 

The Husbandman hath much to do, many things to look 
after : > but the Chriſtian more : It we reſpc& the extenſive- 
neſs of his work, he hath a large field indeed to labour in, 
Pſal. 119. g6. The commandment is exceeding broad of a vaſt 
ex tent and latitude, comprizing not only a multitude of Ex- 


ternal 
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ternal a&ts,and dutics,and guiding the Offices of the outward | 
man about them, but alſo.taking in every thought and moti- 


on of the inner man within its compals. 
| You find in the Word, a world of work cut out for Chri- 
| ſtians3 there?s hearing work, praying work, reading, medi- 
| tating, and ſelf-examining worksit puts him alſo upon a con- 
{tant watch over all the corruptions of his heart. Oh, what 
a world of work hath a Chriltian about them ? For ot them 
he may fay,as the Hiſtorian doth of Hannibal, They are uever 
quiet, whether conquering, or conquered. How many weak 
| Ianguiſhing graces hath he to recover, improve, and fireng- 
| then ? There is a weak faith, a languiſhing love , dull and 
| faint deſires to be quickned and invigorated. And when all 
| this is done, what a multitude of work do his ſeveral relations 
exact from him ? he hath a world of buline(s incumbent on 
him, as a parent, child, husband, wife, maſter, ſervant, or 
friend 3 yea, not only to friends, but encmics. And belide all 
this, how many difhcult things are there to be born and ſut- 
tered for Chriſt ? and yet will not God allow his people in 
the negle& of any one of them : neither can he be a Chriſtian 
that hath nct reſpe& to every command, and is not holy, in 
all manner of converſation, Pſal.119.6. 2 Pet. 3.11. every 
one of theſe duties, like the ſeveral ſpokes in a wheel come 
to bear in the whole round of a Chriltians converſation : 
fo that he hath more work upon his hands than .the Hus- 
bandman. 

The Husbandman's work is confeſſed to be Spending 
work , but not like the Chriſtians. What Awguſtus {aid of 
the young Roman, is veriticd in the truc Chriſtian, Quicquid 
vult vilde wilt, Whatfoever he doth in Religion, he doth 
to purpoſe. Under the Law; God rejected the Swail and the 
Aſs, Levit. 11. 30. Exod. 13. 13- And under the Goſpel, 
he allows no fluggiſh lazy Profeſſor, 1 Tim. 5. 11, 13, 
Sleepy duties are utterly unſuitable to the living God he 
will have the yery ſpirits diftilled and offered up to him in 
every duty, Fob. 4. 24. he beltows upon his pcople the ve- 
ry {ubftance and kernel of mercies, and wi!l not accept 
from them the ſhells and thadows of duties 3 not the skin, 
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but the inwards, and the fat that covereth the inwards, was 
required under the Law, Exod. 29. 30. And every facritice 
under the Goſpel, muſt be ſacrificium medullatum, a ſacrifice 
full of marrow 3 obſerye the manner in which their work is 
to be performed. 

Rom, 12.11. in ſerving God, fervent in ſpirit, -or hiffing 
hot. 

2 Pet. 1.10. in ſccuring ſalvation, diligent 3 or doing, it 
throughly. and enough, 

1 1im. 4.7. in godlineſs, exercifing, or ſtripping them- 
ſelves, as for a racc. 

Luke 13. 24. in the purſuit off happineſs, firiving, even 
to an agony. 

Ad. 26.7. in prayer, {erving God inſtantly 3 or in a 
ſtretched-out manner 3 yea, pouring, out their hearts before 
him, Pſal. 62.8. as if the body were left like a dead corps 
upon the knees, whillt. the ſpirit is departed from it, and 
aſcended to. God. This is the manner of his work : judge 
then how much harder this work is, than to ſpend the ſweat 
of the brow-in manual labour. 

The Husbandman tinds his work as he left it, he can begin 
one day, where he left the other; but it is not fo with the 
Chriſtian, a bad heart, and a buſie devil, diſorder and ſpeyl | 
his work cvery day. The Chriſtian finds not his heart in the | 
morning, as he left it at night 3 and even when he is abour | 
his work, how many ſet-backs doth he meet with ? Satan | 
ſtands at his right hand (the working hand) to reſiſt him, | 
Zech. 3.1. when he would do good, evil (the evil of his own | 
heart and nature) is preſent with him. - 

The Husbandman hath ſome reſting days, when he throws 
aide all his work, and takes his recreation 3 but the Chri- 
{tian hath no reſting day, till his dying day and then he 
ſhall reſt from his labours. Religion allows no idle dayes, 
but r:quires him to be always abounding in the work.of the Lord, 
I Cor.15.58. When one duty is done,another calls for-him 3 
the Lord*s day is a day of reſt to the Husbandman 3 but no 
day in the week fo laborious to the Chriſtian. O *tis a 
{pending day to him. When he hath gathered in the crop of 

one 
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one duty 3 he is not to fit down ſatished therewith, or fay as 
that rich worldling did, Luke 12. 19. Sorl take thine eaſe, 
thou haſt goods laid up” for many years, but muſt to plow again, 
and count it well it the Vintage reach to the ſeed-time, Lev. 
26.5. I mean, it the ſtrength, influence, and comforts of 
one duty, hold out to another duty 3 and that it may be ſo, 
and there be no room left for idleneſs, God hath appointed 
ejaculatory prayer, to hill up the intervals, betwixt ſtated 
and the more ſolemn duties. Theſe are to keep in the hire, 
which kindled the morning ſacrifice, to kindle the evening 
facrihce. When can the Chriſtian fit down and ſay, now all 
my work is ended, I have nothing to do, without doors, or 
within ? 

Laſtly, There is a time when the labour of the Husband- 
man is ended 3 old age and weakneſs takes him off trom all 


* [imployment 3 they can only look upon their labourers , but 


cannot do a ſtroke of work themſelves; they can tell you 
what they did in their younger years, but now (ſay they) we 
muit leave it to younger people 3 we cannot be young always: 
but the Chriſtian is never ſuper-annuated as to the work of 
Religion 3 yea, the longer he lives, the more his Maſter ex- 
pects trom him. When he is full of daycs, God expects he 
ſhould be tull of truits, P/2l. 9. 14. They ſhall bring forth fruzt 
in old age, they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Ow hard have I laboured for the meat that periſheth ? 

prevented the dawning of the day, and laboured as in 
the very fre, and yet is the Chriſtians work harder than 
mine? Surely then, I never yet underſtood the work of 
Chriſtianity. Alas ! my ſleepy prayers,and formal duties, even 
all that ever I performed in my life,never coſt me that pains, 
that one hour at plow hath done. I have either wholly neg- 
lected, or at beſt, ſo lazily performed religious duties, that 
T may truly ſay, I offer to God what colt me nothing. Wo is 
me poor wretch ! How is the judgment of Corab ſpiritually 
executed upon me? The earth opencd her mouth,and {wal- 


lowed 
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lowed up his body, but it hath opened its mouth and ſwal- 
lowed up my heart, my time, and all my affections. How 
far am from the Kingdom of God ! © 

And how little better is my caſe, who have indced profeſ- 


TheFormalifts | {ed Religion, but never made it my buſineſs ? Will an empty 


(though ſplendid) profeſſion ſave me ? How many brave 
Ships have periſhed inthe ſtorms, notwithſtanding their fine 
names, the Proſperous, the Swcceſs, the Happy return ? A fine 
name could not prote& them from the rocks, nor will it ſave 
me from hell. 1 have done by Religion,as I ſhould have done 
| by the world 3 praycd, as it I prayed not; and heard as it 

I heard not. I have given to God but the ſhadow of duty, 
| and can never expcet trom him a real reward. 

How unlike a Chriſtian doſt thou alſo (O my ſoul) go 
about thy work though upright in the main, yet how little 
: zeal and activity doſt thou expreſs in thy duties ? Awake 
\ love and zeal, ſeelt thou not the toyl and pains men take for 
| the world? how do they prevent the dawning of the day ? 
and labour as in the very fire till nightzand all this for a trite! 
ſhould not every drop of ſweat which I ſee trickle from 
their brows, fetch (as it were) a drop of blood from my 
heart ? who am thus convinced and reproved of ſhameful la- 
zinels, by their indcfatigable diligence. Do they panit after 
the duſt of the carth ? Amos 2.7. and ſhall not I pant after 
God? Pſal.42. 1. Ah, my foul ! It was not wont to be fo 
with thee, in the dayes of my tirſt proteiſion. Should I have 
had no more communion with God in dutics then, it would 
have broken my hcart: I ſhould have been weary of my 
life. Is this a time for one to ſtand idle, who ſtands at the 
door of eternity ? What, now ſlack-handed, when ſo neer to 
my everlaſting reſt! Rom. 13. 11. or haſt thou found the 
work of God fo unpleaſant to thee? Prov. 3. 17. or the 
trade of godlinc(s ſo unprofitable ? Pſal. 19. 11. Or know- 
clt thou not, that millions now in hell periſhed for want of 
ſerious diligence in Religion? Lnke 13. 34. or doth my 
diligence for God,anſwer to that which Chriſt hath done and 
ſuffered, to purchaſe my happineſs? or to the preparations 
he hath made in heaven for me? or doſt thou forget that thy 

Maſters 


| 
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| Matters eye is alwayes upon thee, whillt thou art lazing and 
loytering? or would the damned live at this rate, as I do, if 
their day of. grace might be recalled ? for ſhame (my ſoul) 
for ſhame ! rouze up thy elf, and fall to thy work, with a 
diligence anſwerable to the weight thereof; for it 15 novain 


work concerning, thee, itis thy life. 


The Poem. 


Religion WHEN advanc'd in power, 

Will make you HUSBAND every hour. 

*Twill make MEN ftrive with all their might, 
And therein FIND a ſweet delight. 

If there were NOUGHT belides that pay, 
Chriſt gives TO cheer us in our way 3 

Should we not DO the beſt we can ? 

For there's NO ſuch reward from man. 
Shall others WORK, and not regard 

Their ſirength 3 TO get a ſmall reward ? 


Whilſt we TURN flugs, and loyter thus ? 
Oh that THEIR zeal miglit quicken us ! 
Why are our HANDS, and feet fo flow, 

When we UNTO our bulineſs go ? 

How can we THEN Chriſt's pay expe&, 

And yet the CHRISTIANS work reject ? 

If this, then ALSO that embrace 

Them both : IF not, we both diſgrace. 

Some if THEY could theſe two divide, 
T*would PLEASE them well, with Chriſt to ſide, 
But if they MAY not, then it were 

As good CEASE pleading, they*l not hear. 
Rouze up FROM ſloth, (my ſoul) betake 
Thee to thy, WORK, no cavils make. 

O ſtrive, AND try ! Saints ſay that even 
The pain they TAKE, hath much of heaven. 
But yet THEIR beſt wine's kept till laſt, 


Their reſt, and EASE comes.all (o fait. 
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Upon the 
thrifrineſs of 
the Husband- 
man. 


Non mereurit 
ſed operarit. 


CHAP, II. 


The hardeſt labourers, are the thriving men. 
If you'l have thriving ſouls, be aFive then. 


OBSERVATION. 


ror and diligence is the way to thrive and grow rich 
in the world. The carth muſt be manurcd, or its increaſe 
is in vain expectcd 3 Qi fugit molam, fagit farinam ; he that 
refuſes the mill, rcfuſes the meal, (faith the Proverb) the dili- 
gent ſoul ſhall be made fat. Solomon hath two proverbs con- 
ccrning thriftinels and increaſe in the world.In Prov.1 0.4. he 
ſaith, The hand of the diligent maketh rich. And v. 22.he faith, 
The bleſſing of the Lord maketh rich. Theſe arc not contraditio- 
ry.but confirmatory cach of other 3 one ſpeaks of the principal, 
the other of the z/trumental cauſe. Diligence without Gods 
bleſfing will not do it 3 and that bleſſing cannot be expected 
without diligence 3 therefore Husbandmen ply their buſineſs 
with unwcaricd pains, they do cven lodge in the midit of 


their labours,as that good Husband Boaz did, Ruth 2, 3. they | 


arc parſimonions of their time, but prodigal of their ſweat and 
{trength, becauſe they find this to be the thriving way. ' 
APPLICATION. 
A*® nature opens her treaſures to none but the diligent, 
ſo neither doth grace. He that will be rich, muſt be a 
painful Chriſtian 3 and whoſoever will cloſly ply the trade 
of godlincls, ſhall comfortably and quickly tind,Tbat in keep- 
ing Gods commands there is great reward, Pſal. 19. 11. God isa 
bountiful rewarder of ſuch as diligently ſeek him, Heb.11.6. 
They muſt not indeed work for wages, nor yet will God ſuf- 
fer their work to go unrewarded 3 yea, it ſufficiently rewards 
it ſelf, 1 Tim. 6. 6. and its reward is twofold, (1)preſent,and 
in part 3 (2)) future and in full, Mark 10.29,30. Now in this 
time an hundred-fold, even from ſuffering, which ſecms 
the moſt unprofitable part of the work, and in the world 
to come, lite everlaſting» It you ask what preſent 
advantage 


| 
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advantage Chriftians have by thcir diligence ? I anſwer, as 
much and more than the Husbandman bath trom all his toyls 
and labon et us compare the particulars, and fee. what 
the Husbandman gets, that the Chriſtian gets not alſo. Com- 
pare your gains, and you'l quickly ſee the odds. 

You get credit and reputation by your diligence 3 'tis a 
commendation and honour to you, to be active and ftirring 
men : But how much more honour doth God put upon his 
laborious ſervants? *Tis the higheſt honour of a creature, 
to be aftive and uſeful for its God. Saints are called veſſels 


of honour, as they are fitted for the Maſters uſe, 2 Tim. 2.21, 
Wherein coniſts the honour of Angels, but in this 3 that they | 
are miniſtring ſpixits, ſerviceable creatures? And all the 
Apaſtles gloried in the title of ſervants. The loweſt office 
in which a man can ſerve God, even that of a Nethinim, or 
door-keeper, which was the loweſt order or rank of officers 
in the houſe of God, Ezek, 44. 10, 11. is yet preferred 
by David before the ſervice of the greateſt Prince on earth, 
Pſal. $4. 10. *Tis no ſmall honour to be active for God. 
You have this benefit by your labour, that thereby you 
avoid looſe and evil company, which would draw you into 
miſchief. By diligence for God, the Chrittian alſo is ſecured 
from temptations 3 Gedis with them, while they are with him, 
2 Chron. 15. 2. Communion with God in the way of duty, 
is a great preſervative againſt temptations. The School-mex 
put the queſtion,how the Angels and glorihed Saints become 
impeccant ? and reſolve it thus : That they are ſecured trom 
lin, by the beatifical Viſion 3 and ſure-I am, that the Vitons 
of God, not only in glory, but now alſo-in duty, arc mar- 
vellous defences againſt fin; and they that are moſt 
ative for God, have the fulleſt and cleareſt vitions of God, 
Fob. 14.21. 
You have this benefit by your labour, that it tends much 
to the health of your bodies. The Chriſtian hath this bene- 
fit by his labour, that it tends to a. faithtul ſtate of foul; 
The way of the Lord is ſtrength to the upright, Prov. 10.29. As 
thoſe that follow their daily labours in the field, have much 
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tive a {cdentary life. So the active Chriſtian enjoys more | ' 
ſpiritual health, and is troubled with fewer = than 


others. | 

By diligence in your © civil imployments, you . preſerve 
your cſtates, and are kept from running behind-hand in the 
world. Bayliffs trouble not ſuch mens doors 3 they uſually 
have the fore-foot of their neighbours, And by aCtivity and 
diligence for God, fouls arc kept from backſliding, and run- 
ing back in their graces and comforts. Remiſſions and inter- 
mithons in our duties, arc the firſt ſteps and degrees by which 
a-ſoul declines and waſtes, as to his ſpiritual eſtate. 

Your pains and diligence in the helds, makes your beds 
ſweet to you at night, Ecel. 5.12. Reſt is ſweet to alabouring 
man, whether he eat little or much. But the diligent life of a 
Chriſtian makes the clods of the valley, his grave ſweet un- 
to him, 2 Cor. 1.12. 2 King. 20. 3. Remember now, O Lord, 
how I have walked before thee, &c. Think Chriſtian, how ſweet 
it will be for thee when thou comelt to dye to ſay then as 
thy Redeemer did, when near his death, Foh.17. 4,5. Ihave 
finiſhed the work, thou gaveſt me to do, and now, O Father, glo- 
rifie me with thine own ſelf. 

The expence of your ſweat hills your purſes,you get eſtates 
by your diligence and labour 3 but what are your gains to the 
gains of Chriſtians? They can get in an hour, that which 
they will not part with for all the gold and filver on carth, 
Prov. 3. 14+ | 

So that compare theſe labourers as to all their advantages, 


and you ſhall {ce, that there is no trade like that which the 
diligent Chrittian drives. 


REFLECTIONS. | 


2. Bluſh then, O my ſoul, at the conſideration of thy lazi- 
many of | neſs and floth, which isattended with ſo many ſpiritual wants! 
foul, and canI wonder at it, when rctuſe the paintul way of du- 

ty, in which the precious fruits of Godlineſs, are only to be 
tound? If theſe fruits lay upon the ſurface of duty, or could 
be had with wiſhes, I ſhould not want them 3 but to dig 


os deep” 


{ 
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deep and take pains I cannot. My dclires, like thoſe of the 
Noathful man, kill me, becauſe my hands refuſe to labour, Pro, 
21. 25. If every duty were to be rewarded preſently with 
gold, would I not have been more atliduous in them, than 1 
have bcen ? And yet Iknow that a heart full of the grace and 
comfort of the holy Ghoſt, is better than a houſe full of gold 
and (ilver. O what a compoſition of ſtupidity and floth am 
I! I havebeen all for the ſhort cut to comfort, when con- 
ſtant experience teacheth , that the farther way about, by 
painful duty, is the neareſt way to it. What pains do Hul- 
bandmen take ? whatperils do Seamen run, for a little gain ? 
Oſluggith heart ! wilt thou do nothing for cternal treaſures ? 
Secondly, if there be ſuch great rewards attending dili- 
gence in duty, then why art thou ſo apt (O my ſoul) to caſt 
off duty, becauſe thou tindeſt not preſent comfort in it ? how 
quickly am I diſcouraged, if I preſently find not what 1 ex- 
pect in duty ? Whereas, the Well is deep, and much pains 
mulſt be taken to draw up thoſe waters of joy, 1/a. 12. 3. 
there isa golden vein in the mount of duty, bur it lyes deep 3 
and becauſe I meet not with it asfoon as I expect, my. lazy 
heart throws by the ſhovel, and cryes, Dig 1 cannot. 
Thirdly, if this be indeed the rich and thriving trade,why 
doI peddle about the poor low things of the world ſo much, 
negleQing the rich trade of godlincls tor it? O, how much 
of my time and ſtrength have theſe things devoured ? Had 
I imployed that time in communion with God, would it not 
have turn'd to a better account ? Think*ſt thou in earneſt, 
O my ſoul, that God hath indowed thee with ſuch excellent 
facultics, capable of the moſt divine and heavenly imploy- 
ments, or that Feſus Chriſt hathſhed. his invaluably precious 
bloud, or that he hath ſent forth,the glorious ſpirit ot holi- 
nels, and all this to fit men for no higher or nobler imploy- 
ments than thele ? | 
Is this the end of thy- wondenlul creation? Doth God 
whirl about the heavens in endleſs revolutions, to beget time 
for this ? or doth he not rather expe& that the weightielt 
work ſhould engroſs thy. greateſt ſtrength, and choicelt 
hours? O, that I could once conſider, what a good Maſter 
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mn. 


x Tim. 6.6. 


John 6. 27. 
1 Cor. 7.31, 
{ Mat. 16, 25. 


1 Mark 4+ 19. 


Prov, 8. 159. 


Chriſtians ſerve, who will not only abundantly reward them 
at night 3 but brings them their food into the field to in- 


Heark, how he pleads to gain my heart. 


courage them in their labour ! What pity is it, that ſo good 
a Maſter ſhould be ſo badly ſerved as he hath been by me ! 


twixt Chriſt and the world. 


CHRIST. 
Why ſo free of ſweat and time ? 


For what ere long will not be thine. 
Or if it might, thou ſelſ't to loſs. 
A precious ſoul for laſting -droſs.” 
Thoſe weary hands , and toyling brains, 
Might be imploy'd for better gains. 
Wouldſt thou but work, as bard for me, 
As for the world, which-cozens thee ? 
Thy gains ſhould be a thouſand fold: 


For my revenues more then gold. 
WORLD. 


Soul , T have alwayes found thee willing 3 
Rather by me to earn a ſhilling, 
Than truſt uncertain things which lye, 

Beyond thee in eternity. ': 


Shall things nnſeen now tempt thee ? tuſh, 
A bird in hand*s worth two th buſh : 

T pay thy wages dowh in hand, 

This thou canſt feel , taſte, underſtand. 

O let not ſuch a vain pretence, 

Prevail againſt thy very ſence. 


The POEM, by way of Dialogue be- 


CHRIST + 
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CHRIST, 


Thus beaſts are led, thus birds are ſnar'd, 
Thus ſouls for ruine are ar'd. 

What ? truſt no farther then you ſoe, 

Tow'l truſt a thief as far as me. 

Deluded wretch, will naught but fight 
And ſence convince thee * O how yight 
How juſt is God? whoſe direful ſcourge 
Such Arguments in bell ſhall urge. 


WORLD. 


Chriſt threatens wrath to conte , but I 
Do threaten thee with poverty. 

And why wilt thou thy ſelf, and thoſe 
That aye ſo dear', to want expoſe ? 
Come, ſee the Saintr; for wx their brags : 

How well they thrive, they'r cloath'd with tags. 


CHRIST. 


If my dear Saints in rags do go, 

*Tis not Religion cloaths them ſo; 

But by ſuch wants the Lord prepares 
Their ſouls , againſt thy killing ſnares, 
They all are heirs, though under age 
Expetiants of their heritage. 

Kept ſhort for preſent, yet contemn 

A change with thoſe that ſcoff at them, 


WORLD. 


It is in vain to plead, for T 
With preſent things charm powerful ly, 
What &re tbow offer'ſt,, they'l deſpiſe 3 

T hold them priſoners by their eyes. 


= 
Job 35. 3 9 
Ecclel. 11. 9. 
John 20. 29. 


2 Tim. 3- 13. 
Rom. 2. 5$- 


Mark 6. 16. 


r Tim.4.9. |. 
1Cor.1.:8,29, 
x Tim. 6.9. 
James 2. 5«; 
Jude 21. 


Plal17-13,14 | 
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CHRIST. 


Luke 19. 27, If they will ſerve no otber Lord, 
Ia. 30.8, g. Then let it ſtand upon record 
Againſt their ſouls that they refus'd 
Jude gs, My wages , and my grace abur'd. 

2 Per. 3, 7. Remember this when they ſhall ſee 
All turn'd to aſhes that*s in thee, 


ANOTHER. 


N One will deny, but thiſe are bleſſed pains, 
Which are attended with the richeſt gains. 
Grant this, and then moſt. clearly *tis inferr'd, 
Soul-work to all deſerves to be preferr'd. 

Thijs is an unknown trade, Ob, who can count, 

To what ohe gains of godlineſs amount ? 2M: 
For one poor ſhilling, O, what resks ſome run # 
Some toyling as ith fire, from Sun to Sun ! 
Whereas one hour ſpent with God brings in 

Such beavenly treaſures, that poor ſouls have been 
Inrich*d for ever, Even as you ſee 

A Princes Favourite upon the knee, 

Can in an hours time more wealth obtain , 

Than all your lives by labour you can gain. 

Prayer gains are great, and quick returns are made, 
Sure then the Chriſtian drives the yicheſt trade. 
*Tis true, the bypocrite that never drove 

A ſerious trade for beaven may bankrupt prove ; 
But holy ſouls which mind, and cloſely ply 

Their buſineſs, greatly are enrich'd thereby. 

The difference *twixt the one, and Pothers beſt 
' By ſuch a Simile as this expreſt.. 

As in a Summers day you often ſee, 

The wanton Butterfly and painful Bee 


| ——_A > ADDY 


The beaventy uſe of earthly things, © 


On fragrant flowers fix, whence one dith ſtrive 
To bear his precious burden to the Hive : 

The others pains no profit with it brings, 

His time is flew in painting of bis wings. . 

IW hen Winter comes, the Bee bath full ſupplies, 
The other creeps into an hole and dyes. 

Like different events ſhall be betwixt 

The painful Saint, and lazy Notioniſt. 


CHA P. UL 


The Plowman ſings and whiſtles though he ſweat, 
Shall Chriſtians droop, becauſe their work is great 2 


OBSERVATION. 


ME —_—_— 


"Hough the labours of Husbandmen are very great and 
toylſom,yet with what cheerfulneſs do they go through 
them ? It is very delightful to hear the melody they make 
by whiſtling, as they Follow the Plow 3 yea, the very horſes 
have their Bells, which make a plcaſant noiſe. Horſes (faith 
Mr. Fuller ) will do more for a whiſtle, than a whip , and their 
Bells do as it were, gingle away thcir wearineſ(s. I have been 
often delighted with this Country mwfick, whereby they 
ſweeten their hard labours. with an innocent pleaſure, and 
vermic the ſaying of the Poet : 
Ovid. Tempus in agrorum cultu conſumere dulce eſt. 
Although they plow from morning until night. 
Time ttcals away with pleaſure and delight. 


APPLICATION. 


Ut how much greater cauſe have the people of God to 
addreſs themſelves unto his work, with all cheertulneſs 


Upon the 
cheerfulneſs of 
the Husband- 
man, 


of ſpirit ? And indced, fo far as the heart is ſpiritua}, - ut 
ights: 


Husbandry fpiritualized ; Or, "3 


| whole work of a Chriſtian is expreſſed, Ger. 17. 1. Can 


lights in its duties. *Tis true, the work of a Chriſtian is | 
painful, and much more ſpending than the Husbandmans (as 
was opened 4 I.) butthen it as much exceeds in the de- 
lights and pleafurcs that attend it. What is the Chriſtians 
work, but with joy to draw water out of the wells of ſalvation ? 
Iſa. 12. 3. You may fee what a pleaſant path the path of du- 
ty is, by the cheertulne(s of thole that have walked in them, 
Pſal. 119. 14. T have rejoyced in the way of thy judgment, as 
much as in all riches. And by the promiſes that are made to 
ſuch, Pſal. 138. 5. Tea, they ſhall ſing in the ways of the Lord, 
for great is the glory of the Lord, And again, Tox ſhall have 
a ſong as in the night, when an holy ſolemnityis kept, and glad- 
aeſ? of heart, as = one goeth with a pipe,to come to the monn- 
tain of the Lord, to the mighty one of Iſrael, 1fa. 30. 29. 

And laſtly, by the many commands, whereby joy in the 
wayes of the Lord is made the duty of the Saints. Rejoyce 
in the Lord, ye righteous, for praiſe is comelyfor the upright, Pla. 
97+ 12. Rejoyce, and again I ſay rejoyce. Phil. 4. 4 Where 
the command is doubled 3 yea, not only fimple rejoycing, 
but the higheſt degree of that duty comes within the com- 
mand, Pſal. 132. 9, 16. Shout for joy, all ye that are upright in 
heart, And Lnke 6. 22, 23. they are bid, to leap for joy, when 
about the difficult part of their work, and that you may 
ſee there is ſufficient ground for it, and that it is not like the 
mad mirth of ſinners, be pleaſed to conſider, 

The nature of the work about which they are employed 
it is the moſt excellent and heavenly employment that ever 
ſouls were acquainted with. O what a raviſhing and delight- 
ſome thing it is, to walk with God ! and yet by this, the 


CCy_— —— 


any lite compare with this for pleaſure ? Can they be chill, 
that walk in the Sun-ſhine ? or ſad, that abide in the foun- 
tain of all delights? and walk with him whoſe name is the 
God of all comfort, 2 Cor. 1. 3. 1# whoſe preſence is the ful- 
neſs of joy, Plal. 16.11, O what an Angelical life doth a 


Chriſtian then liye ! 
Or (21y.) If we conſider the variety of ſpiritual imploy- 
ments, varietas delefiat, Change of employment, takes off 
| the 
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the tediouſnels of Labour, Varicty of voices pleaſe the car : 
variety of colours dclight the eyes the fame meat prepared 
ſeveral wayes, plcaſ:s the palate more, and cloes it leſs. Bt 
O the variety of choice diſhes wherewith God «ntertains his 
people in a S:bbath! 2s che Word, Prayer , Sacraments. 
&c. Iſs. 58. 13. If thou call the Sabbath thy dclighes 3 or 
as Tremelins renders it. thy delicate things. My fowl ( faith 
David) ſhall be ſatisficd as with marrow and fatneſs, Plal. 63.5. 

Or, laltly , if we conſider the ſuitablene(s of this work, 
coa regenerate foul. Is it any pain for a bird toflye? or a 
ſh co {ſwim ? Is the eye tired with beautiful objets ? or th: 
ear with melodious ſounds? As little can a ſpiritual ſoul be 
wearied with (piritual and heavenly exerciſes, Rom. 7.22. I 
delight in the Law of Ged, after the inner man. Gravia non gra- 
vitant in eoram loco ( (aith the Philoſopher ) weighty things are 
not heavy in their own element, or center. And ſurely, God 
is the center ot all gracious ſpirits. A Saint can fit from 
morning co night to hear diſcourſes of the love and loveli- 
neſs of Jeſus Chrilt. The fight of your thriving flocks and 
flouriſhing fields, cannot yield you that pleaſure which an up- 
right ſoul can find in one quarter of an hours communion 
with God. They that are after the fleſh (faith the Apvſtle Rom. 
8. 5-) do mind the things of the fleſh, and they that are after the 
\ ſptrit,the things of the ſpirit» But then, look how much heaven- 
ly objects tranſcend carththly ones, and how much the ſoul is 
more capable of delight in thoſe obje&s, than the grols and 
duller ſenſes are in theirs ; fo much doth the pleaſure arifiog 
from the duty, excel all ſenſitive delights on earth. 


REFLECTIONS. 


How am I caſt and condemned by this, may I ſay; who 
never favoured this ſpiritual delight in holy duties. When I 
am about my earthly employments; I can go on unweariedly, 
from day to day all the way is down hill to my nature: and 
the wheels of my afftcCtions bzing oyled with carnal delight, 
run ſo faſt, that they have need moſt times of trigging. Here 
[ rather need the curb, than the ſpur. O, how flece and nim- 
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The hypo- 
Cries, 
Refle@ion, 


| The upright 


hearts Refle- 
Rion, 


ble are my ſpirits, in theſe "their purſuits ! But O, what a 
lug am I in religious duties! Sure if my heart were renewed 
by grace, I ſhould delight in the law.of God , Rom. 7. 22. 
All the world 3s alive in their wayes, every creature injoyes 
his proper pleaſure 3 and is there no delight to be found in 
the paths ot holinels? Is godlineſs only a dry root, that 
bears no pleaſant frui's? No, no, there are doubtleſs incom- 


' parable pleaſures to be found therein : but ſuch a carnal heart 
| as mirc ſavours them not, 


I cannot ſay, but I have found delight in Religious duties 
but they have been only ſuch as rather ſprang from the 
oftentation of gifts and applauſes of men, than any ſweet and 
real communion I have had with God through them 3 they 
have rather proved food and fewel to my pride, than food to 
my ſoul. Like the Nightingale can fing {weetly, when I ob- 
ſerve others to liſten to me, and be atte&ed with my mu- 
ſick. O, falſe deceitful heart, ſuch delight as this will end in 
howling ! were my ſpirit right, it would as much delight in 
retirements for the enjoyment of God, as it doth in thoſe 
duties that are moſt expoſed to the obſervation of man. Wilt 
ſuch a ſpring as this maintain-a ſtream of affe&tions; when 
carnal motives fail? What wilt thou anſwer ( O my foul )to 
that queſtion, Fob 27. 9, 10. Will God bear bis ery when trou- 
ble comes upon bim * Will be delight himſelf in the Almighty ? 
IWill be alwayer call upon God? What wilt thou reply to this 
queſtion ? Deceive not thou thy ſelf, O my foul! thou wile 
doubtleſs be calily perſwaded to let go that thou never de- 
lightedſt in 3 and from an hypocrite in Religion, quickly be- 


come an Apoſtate from Religion. 


From all this, the upright heart takes advantage to rouze | 


up its delight in God, and thus it expoflulateth withit ſelf : 
Doth the Plowman fing amidſt his drudging labours, and 


whiſtle away his wearineſs in- the fields, and ſhall I droop 
amidit ſuch heavenly imployment ? O my foul, what want'ft 
thou here, to provoke thy delight? if there be ſuch an affe- 
ction as delight in thee, methinks, ſuch an objc;as the bleſ- 
(.d face of God in O :dinances (ſhould excite it, Ah, how 
would this ennoble all my ſervices, and make them Angel. 


— 
 — 


like | 
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like ! howſglad are thoſe bleſſed creatures to b2 imployed | 
tor God ? No ſooner were they created, but they ſang to- 

gether, and ſhouted for joy, Fob 38. 7. Bow did theyhl 
the Aire with heavenly melody, when {nt to bring the joytul 
tydings of a Saviour to the world 2 Aſcribing glory to God 
in the higheſt, even to the higheſt of their powers: yea, 
this delight would make all my duties Chriſt-likez and the 
nearer that pattern, the more exaellent. He delighted to do 
his Fathers will, it was to him meat and drink, Pal. 49. 7 

| Fobn 4+ 32, 34. - 

Yea, it would not only ennoble, but facilitate all my 
duties, and be to me as wings to a bird flying, or failes to a 
a Ship in motion, Non tardat wnta rotzs oyled wheels run 
freely; Or ever I was aware, my ſoulmade me like the chariots 
of Aminadab. O, what is the realon (my God , my delight in 
thee ſhould be ſo little? Is it not, becauſe my unbeliet i; fo 
great? Rovuze up my delights, O thou fountain of pleaſure ! 
and let me ſwim down the ſtream of holy joyes in duty, into 
the boundleſs Ocean of thoſe immenſe delights that are in 
thy preſence, and at thy right hand for eyermore, 


Er gr OI——_—_ 


The Poem, 


O What a ( 1 ) dull, d<ſpondent heart is mine ? 
That takes no more ( 2 ) delight in things divine, 
When all the Creatures both in heaven and earth: 


Enjoy theit ( 3 ) pleaſures, and are big with mirth. (3)PL. 145-10, 
( 4 ) Angels and Saints that are before the Throne 3 (4 ) —__ l, 


In extaſies, and raptures every one. 
Perpetually is heled : Each bleſſed fpiric 


The pure ( 5) higheſt joyes 3 doth there inherit. (5) Mar.25.21, 
The Saints on eartÞ, in their imperfect ate 3 

Thoſe Peerleſs joyes by ( 6) faith do antedate. (5) 1 Per.1.8,9- 
To natural men, who favour not this pleaſure 3 ; 


Yet bounteous nature doth unlock her treaſure 
Of (7 ) (enſitive delights, Yea, _ to cell, (1)AR.14.19, 


Bold finners (8 ) rant it all the way to hell. (8) Job.2 1,11 
F 2 Like 


La 
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| (5)Ifa 30. 29+) 
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(s) Jam. 5.18. 
(1)PC10.4.: 2, 
(2)PL104 11, 


(3)PC11.4.6. 


(4) Jer. 2,3. 


(6) Plal .4. 5. 


Like fiſh that play in' Fordansfilver fircam 3 

So thele in (enſual luſts : and never dream 

Of that dcad S-3, to which the ſtream doth tend ; 
And tc their plealurcs puts a ( 9 ) fatal end. 

Yea ( 1 )) birds, and / 2 ) beaſts as well as men, enjoy 
Their innocent delights, Theſe Chirp and play 3 
The cheerful birds among the branches fing, 


(7) Joh. 15. 11. 


Upon the due 
quality of ara- | 
ble Land. 


And make the neighboring groves with mufick ring, 
With various warbling notes they all invice, 

Our raviſht ears, with pleaſure and delight, 

The new faln Lambs ( 3 ) willin a Sun-ſhine day, 
About their feeeding dams jump up and play 

Are ( 4 } Ciſterns ſweet ? andis the fountain bitter ? 
Or can the Sun be dark, when glow-worms glitter ? 
Bave ( 5 ) inſtruments, their | melodious airs ? 
A'lcreatures their delights, and Saints not theirs ? 
Yea, theirs ( 6 | tranſcend theſe ſenſual ones, as far 5 
As noon day Phebrs doth a twiokling ſtar, 

Why droop | then, may any creature have 

A Lilc like mine for pleaſure ? Who ere gave 

The like ( 7 ) enconragement that Chriſt hath given, 
To do his will on earth, as *tis in heaven ? 


RY 


CH AP. IV. 


Corn Land muſt neither be too fat, nor poor 2 
The midale ſtate ſuits beſt with Chriſtians ſure. 


— 


OBSERVATION. 


U;handmen find by : xperience, that their arable Lands 

m:y be drift too much, as well as too lictle. If the ſoil 
be over rank, the (ced ſhoots up ſo much into the talk, ths 
it Cldome ears wcellz and if too thin and poor, it wants 1t« 
Juc rutriment , and comes\not to perfection. Therefore 
their care is to keep it in heart, but not to overdrels or un- 
derdrels 
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derdreſs its. The end of all their coſt and paines about it is 
fruit 3 and therefore reaſon tells them, that ſuch a ſtate and 
temperament of it, as beſt fits it for fruit, is beſt both for it 
and them, 


APELICATION 


ND doth not ſpiritual experience teach Chriſtians, that 
A a mediocrity and competency of the things of this 
life, beſt fits them for the fruits of obedience, which is the 
end and excellency of theig.beings? A man may be over- 
mercicd as well as over afflicted. Rare fumant felicibus are, the 
altars of the rich ſeldome ſmoke, When our outward injoy- 
ments are by prntnency ſhaped and fitted to our condition, 
as a ſuit is to the body, that ſits cloſe and neat,neither too curt 
nor longz we cannot delire a better condition in this world. 
This was it that wiſe Agar requeſted of God, Prov. 30, 8, 9. 
' | Give me neither Poverty nor Riches, but feed me with food conve- 
nient for me, leaſt 1 he full and deny thee? and ſay who is the Lord, 
or left T be poor ad ſteal, and take the name of my God ine vain. 
Againſt both he prayes equally, not.gbſalutely 3 that had been 


God. He had ratherzif Gqd ſec -ic tit,to-avoid both thele ex- 
treams 3 but what would 'he have then ?/, Why food. .conye- 
nient. Or, according to the Hebrew, give me my prey, or 
ſtatute breadz which is a Metaphor from birds that flye up 
and down to prey for their young,and what they get they di» 
{tribute among them 3 they bring them enough co ————_ 
their lives, but not more than enough to lye mouldering in 
the neft, Such a proportion Agzr defired 3 and the. reaſon 
why he defired it, is drawn from the danger of both the ex- 
treams. He meaſured [like a wiſe Chriſtian } the convenicngy 
or inconveniency of his eſtate in the world, by its ſuitablenc(s 
or unſutableneſs to the end of his being 3, which is the ſervice 
of God, He accounted the true excellency of. his life to cqn- 
filt'in its reference and tendency to the glory of his God 3 and 
he could not ſee how a redundancy or t90 great a penury Of 
earthly comforts, could fit him for that, but a middle eftate 


I 


his fin, but comparatively and' ſabmilſively to the will of |* 


equally 


| 


S 
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equally removed from both extreams, beſt fitted that end+ 
And this was all that good Facob, who was led by the ſame 
ſpirit lookt at, Gen. 28. 20. And Jacob vowed a vow ſay 
| ing. if God will he with me, and keep me in the way that I go,and 
will give me bread to eat and rayment to pat on ſo that I come 
again to my fathers bouſe in peace then ſhall the Lord be my God. 
Poor Facob, he deſires no great matters in the world, food. 
and rayment will ſatisfie him in ſpiritual things his defires' 
are boundleſs; he is the moſt greedie and unſatisfied man in 
the world, Hoſ. 12. 4. but in the matters of this life,if he can 
get from God but offam & aquam, a morlel of meat, and a 
mouth fu!l of water, he*will not envy the xicheſt-Creſus or 
Craſſur apon earth. Meat and drink are the riches of Chrj- 
Cibus &* potus | ftians, Divitie ſunt adleg em natura compoſita panpertas ( aith 
ſunt Divitie | Pomponiuns Attins ) riches are fuch a poverty or mcdiocrity 
Chriſianorum. | 2c hath enough for natures uſesz and ſuch a ſiate is beſt ac- 
commodated, both to the condition and to the deſires of a 
Sine, : ph 1 a | | 
'7. Tohis condition, for what is a Saint but a Stranger 
and Pilgrim uponearth, a man in a ſtrange Countrey tra- 
velling homeward? So David profeſſed himſelf, Pſal. 119. 19. 
I am'a ftranger in this Earth. And fo thoſe worthies, who are 
now at horpe in heaven, Heb. 11.13. they profeſſed them- 
felves'to be firangers and Pilgrims upon earth,” and to ſeek a 
Countrey 3 a viaticum contents a traveller, he will not cum- 
ber himſelf with ſuperfluous things which would rather clog 
and tire, than expedite and help him in his journey, 
. Tr faits beſt with his delires, I mean his regular and adviſed 
" |defires. For, dag. ay” 
i, ||” Azgracious ſoul earneſtly defires a free condition in the 
| world, he is ſenfible he hath much work to do, a race to run, 
| and'is loath to be clogd or have his foot in the ſnare of the 
| cares or pleaſures of this life. He knows that fulnefs expo- | 
| ſes to wantonneſs and irreligion, Dent. 6. 12, Hoſe 13.6. 
| 'Tis hard, in the midft of ſo many tempting objects, to keep | 
the golderi'bridle of *modetarion upon the affetions, The | 
heart of a Chriſtian, 'like” the Moon, commonly ſuffers an | 


eclipſe when it is at the full, and that by the interpoſition of | 
*the earth. Ie * 
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It was Solomons fulne(s that drew out and diffolved his ſpi- 
rits, and brought him to ſucha low ebb in ſpirituals, that 
it remaines a queſtion with ſome, Whether he ever recover- 
cd it to his dying day. As itis the miſery of the poor to be 
negleRed of men, fo it is the miſery of the rich to neglect 
God. Whocan be poorer than to have the world, and love 
it? Or richer, than to enjoy but little of it, and live above 
it ? | 

And on the other fide, extream poverty is no leſs ex- 
poſed to fin and danger, Levit. 6. 2, 3, 4. As high and lofty 
trees are ſubje& to forms and tempeſts, fo the loweſt ſhrubs 
to be brows'd on by every beaſt ; and therefore, a Sint de- 
ſrres a juſt competency as the fitteſt, becauſe the freelt ttate. 

A'gracious perſon deſires no more but a competency, be- 
caule there is moſt of God's love and care diſcovered in giv- 
ing in our daily bread, by a daily providence. It is betwixt 
ſuch a condition, and a fulneſs of creature-proviſfions in our: 
hand, as it was betwixt Egypt and Canaan > Egypt was wa- 
ter'd with the foot from the River Nilus, and little of God 
was ſcen in that mercy 3 but Canuan depended upon the dews 
and ſhowers of heaven and ſo, every ſhower of rain was 
a refreſhing ſhower to their ſouls, as well as bodies. Moſt 
men that have a ſtock of creature-comforts in their hands, 
look upon all as coming in an ordinary natural courſe, and 
ſe very little of God in their mercies. Pope Adrian built a 
Colledge at Lovain, and cauſed this inſcription to be writ- 
ten, in letters of Gold on the gates thereof 3 Trajeium planta- 
vit, Lovanium rigavit, Ceſar dedit incrementum. ( i. e. )Utrecht 
planted me, Lavin water'd me, and Ceſar gave the increaſe. 
Oae to reprove his folly, wrote underneath, Hic Dewxs Nihil 
feeitz Here God did nothing. Carnal men, they ſow , and 
reap, and eat, and look no farther. 

But now, when a man ſees his mercies come in by-the ſpe- 
ial and a{h1daous care of God for him, there is a double 
ſweetneſs in thoſe mercies; the natural ſycerneſs which 
comes from the creature it ſelf; every one, even the beaſts 
can taſt that as well as thee 3 but beſides chat, there is a ſpi- 


ritual (weetnels,. far exceeding the former, which none but a 
believer 
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believer taſts; and much of that comes from the manner 
in which he receives ir, becauſe it comes ( be it never fo 
courle or little ) as a Covenant mercy to him. He hath given 
bread to them that fear him, be is ever mindful of his Covenant, 
Pſal. 111. 5. Luther, who made many a meal upon a broiled 
Herring, was wont tO ſay, Mendicato pane hic vivamus, an 
non hoc pulchre ſarcitur in eo, quod paſcimur pane cum angelis & 
vita eterna, Chriſto & Sacramentisz Let us be content with 
courſe fare here, have we not the bread that came down from 
heaven? do we not feed wich Angels 3 a pregnant inſtance 
of the ſweetneſs of ſuch mercics, is given us by a worthy 
Divine of our own, Ms. Iſaac Ambroſs, © For mine own 
** part(ſaith he) however the Lord hath ſeen cauſe to give me 
© but a poor pictance of outward things ( for which I bleſs 
* his name _) yet in the income thereof , I have many times 
'© obſerved fo much of his peculiar providence, that thereby 
* they have been very much ſweetned, and my heart hath 
* been raiſed to admire his grace. When of late under an 
* hard diſpenſation ( which 1 jadge not meet to mention, 
« wherein I ſuffered with inward peace conlciencionſly ) all 
* ſtreams of wonted ſupplies being Ropt, the waters of re- 
« lief for my (clf and family did run low. I went to bed 
< with ſome fiaggerings and doubtings of the fountains let- 
*© ting out its felt for our refreſhing , but ere I did awake in 
* the morning, a Letter was brought to my bedſide, which 
** was figned by a choice friend, Mr, Anthony Aſh, which 
** xeported ſome unexpected breakings out of God's good- 
* nels for my comfort. Theſe are ſome of his lines — Your 
* God, who hath given you an heart thankfully to record 
© your experiences of his goodneſs, doth renew experiences 
* for your encOuragement, Now I ſhall report one which will 
'** raiſe your (pirit rowards the God of your mercy. &c. where- 
upon he ({weetly concludes, © One morſel of God's Provi- 
* fon, (eſpecially if it come unexpe&ed, and upon Prayer, 


.* when wants are moſt) will be more (ſweet to a ſpiritual rc- 


* liſh, than all former full injoyments were. 
Many mercies come unask'd for, and they require thank- 


| fulnets z but when mercies come in upon prayer, and as a 


return 


— 
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return of prayer, theic ſweetneſs more than doubles; for | 
now its both God's bleſſing apon his own inſtitution , and a 
ſeal fer to his promiſe at once, Pſal. 66. 16,17. Doubtlels 
Hannab tound more comfort in her Samuel, and Rachel in her 
Naphbthali, ( the one being ask'd of God,and the other wraſt- 


led for with God as their names import ) than mothers or- 
dinarily do in their Children, 


REFLECTIONS. 


Do the people of God defire only ſo much of the Crea- k 
ture as may fit. them for the ſervice of God 3 what a wretch - _ = 
then am I that have defired only ſo much of Religion as may | ivg Hypocrite. 
fit me to gain the creature! As God's people have ſubjeced 
all- their creature injoyments. to Religion, ſo oppoſitely, O 
my foul, thou haſt ſubjeed Religion to thy worldly intereſt 
and deſigns. Infiead of cating and drinking to ſerve God, I 
have ſerved God that I might at and drink; yea, I have not 
only a&ed below Religion, but below reaſon alſo ; for rea- 
ſon dicates plainly, that the meanes muſt never be more ex- 
cellent than the end. Wretch taht I am, to make Religion 
a ſlave to my luſt, a ſtirrup to advancement, an artifice 
to carry on my carnal deſigns, verily I have my reward 
and this is all the good I amever like to get by it. 

And no leſs ſhould the worldling tremble, to conſider how | The world-) 
he hath caſt off the duties of religion, made them and afide | lings RefleRi- | 
and give place to the world. Inttead of defiring ſo much on- | 9 
ly as might make him ſerviceable to God, he thruſts aſide | 
the {-rvice of God to get as much of the world as he can, 
who is fo far from making godlineſs the end of his creature- | 
comforts,that he rather looks upon it as an obſtacle and hin- | 
'derance to them. May not the very heathens make me bluſh? 
could Ariftotle deliver this as a true rule to proſperity , to 
make Religion our firſt and chick care ? could Ariſtitpus fay , 
he would rather negle& his means than his mind ? his Farm 
than his ſoul? Will the very Mabometans, how urgent ſoever | 
their buſineſs be, lay it all aſide, five times in the day to 
pray? yea, 1s it common toa Proverb among the very Papiſts | 
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that Maſs and meat hinders no man, and yet I that profeſs 
my felt a Chriſtian, thruſt out duty for every trifle * Oh 
wretched ſoal! how hath the God of this World blinded 
mine eyes? can the world indeed do that for me, that Chriſt 
can do? hath it ever proved true to them that truſted it and 
doted on it? Hathit not at laſt turn'd them off as men turn 
off a Sumpter horſe at night, that hath been a diudge to car- 
ry their Gold and filver for them all day, and at laſt is turn'd 
out with an empty belly and a galled back ?O how righteous 
will that ſentence of God be? Go cry to the gods whom thou 
haſt ſerved ! 

And may not many gracious hearts turn in upon them- 
ſelves with ſhame and forrow , to conſider how unſatisfied 
they have been in that condition, that others have prefer'd 
and eſteem'd as the greateſt of all outward mercies? I have 
indeed been fed with food 'convenient, but not contented ; 
How hath my heart been tortured from day to day with anx- 
ious thoughts, what I ſhall cat and drink , and wherewith 


I and mine ſhould be clothed ? I pretend indeed that I care 


but for a competency of the world, but ſure Iam, my cares 
about it have been incompetent. Come my diſtruſiful carth- 
ly heart, let me propound a few queſtions to thee about this 
matter , and anſwer truly to what I ſhall now demand of 
thee. 

Haſt thou here a continuing City? art thou at home, ox 
upon thy journey,that thou art ſo folicitous about the world ? 
thy profeſſion indeed ſpeaks thee a firanger upon carth, but 
thy converſation a home-dweller. Eraſmus ſaid he defired 
honours and riches, no more than a weary horſe doth a hea 
Cloak-bag. Wouldfi thou not account him a fool that would 
viRual his Ship, as much to croſs the Channel to France, as if 
the were bound for the Eaft-Indies? Alas ! it will be buta 
lictle while, and then there will be no more need of any of 
theſe things. ?*Tis fad, that a ſoul which fiands at the door 
of eternity, ſhould be perplexing it ſelf about food and rai- 
ment, 

Or, 2ly. Which of all the Saints haſt thou known to be 


the better for much of the world ? it hath been ſome mens 
utter} 


 r— 
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utter ruin, Seldom doth God ſuffer men'to be their own 
carvers, but they cut their own fingers. To give riches and 
pleaſures to an evil man (faith Ariſtotle is but to give wine to one 
that hath a Fev:zr. Where there is no want, there is uſually 


much wantomneſs. What a ſad flory was that of Pius Dinas; | 


When I was in a low condition (faid he ) I had ſome com- 
fortable hopes of my ſalvation, but when I came to be a Car- 
dinal, I greatly doubted of it 3 but fince I came to the Pope- 
dom, I haveno hope at all, Thoughthis poor undone wretch 
ſpake it out, and others keep it in, yet doubtleſs he hath ma- 
ny thouſand fellows in the world, that might fay as much 
would they but ſpeak the truth. 

And even Gods own people, though the world hath not 
excluded them out of heaven, yet it hath ſoxcly clog'd them 
in the way thither. Many that have been very humble,holy 
and heavenly in a low condition, have (uffered a ſad ebbin a 
full condition. What a cold blaſt havethey felt coming from 
the cares and delights of this life, -to chill both their graces 


and comforts! it had been well for ſome of God's people | 


if they had never known what proſperity meant. 

Is not this a fad fimptom of a declining fiate of ſoul, to 
be fo hot, eager and anxious about the ſuperfluous trifles of 
this life. Think'ſt thou, O my ſoul! that one who walks in 
the views of that glory above, and maintains a converſation 
in heaven, can be taken with theſe vanities? do not the 
viſions of God vail the. tempting ſplendour of the creature ! 
It was the opinion of ſome of the Schoolmern, that the reaſon 
why Adam in Paradiſe was not ſenſible of his nakedneſs, was 
becauſe he was wholly taken up in converſing with God. But 
this is certain, lively and ſweet communion with God, blunts 
and duls the edge of the affeQ&ions to carthly things; and 
canſt thou be ſatisfied my foul with ſuch gains as are attended 
with (uch ſpiritual loſſes ; 

To conclude, is it not diſhonourable to God, and a juſti- 
fication of the way of the world; for me that profes my (elf 
a Chriſtian to be as eager after riches as other men? After 
all theſe things do the nations ſeek, Mat. 6.32. If I had nofa- 
ther in heaven, nor promiſe in the word, it were ansther 
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1( 3 )Heb. 13.5. 


(4)Deu.32. 15+ 
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(6) Luk.8.14. 
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(8) Marks. 8. 


($) Wab. 2,6, 
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(2) Job 8.15. 
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matcer,but ſince my heavenly father knows what I have need 
of, and hath charged me to be careful in nothing , but only 
tell him my wants, Phil. 4.6, How unbecoming a thing is 
it in me to live and a as I have done! Let me henceforth 
learn to-meaſure and eſtimate my condition, rather by its 
aſcfulacſs to God than its content and eaſe to my fleſh, 


The Poem, 


T* ( 1 )) fruit and ſervice be indeed the end | 
To which my being and redemption tend, 
Reaſon concludes, that'ftate of all et reſt 
Which is moſt ſerviceable to be beſt. _ 
And ſuch a ſtate experience ſhews to lye, 
'Twixt ( 2) fulneſs, and a pinching poverty. 
This golden Mean, is worth a golden Mine 
He that hath this, ſhould be (C 3 ) aſbam'd to whine. 
The full-fed Chriftian like che C 4 ) Ox i*th fall, 
Is no way fit to work-or plow withal. 
And ( 5 ) penury like Pharaob's leaner kine, 
Devours the fatteſt portions of our time, 
That man with whom this earthly ( 6 ) pleaſure's found, 
Or in whoſe heart thoſe anxious (7 ) cares abound 3 
And yet can walk by Scripture rule and line, 
Will need a b<tter head and heart than mine. 
A ſingle ( 8 ) ſtaff the traveller may'find 
Of ule, and ſervice 3 but if you ſhould bind 
A bundle of them to his back, they*l make 
Him flack his pace and cry my ſhoulders ( 9 ) ake. 
Iam a ( 1 ) traveller, this world's my way. 
Afingle fiaff may be of ule to flay 
My fecble body, if it do not crack, 
By too hard ( 2 )leaning on it 3 but my back 
Will bear no more : Alas, I foon ſhould tire: 
And more than ( 3 ) one I cannot well deſire. 


_ | Lord 
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Lord, to ( 4 ) preſcribe to thee becomes me nor, 
I rather do( 5 ) ſubmit/unto my( 6 ) lot 

But yet let condeſcending grace admit 

Thy ſervants ( 7 ) ſuit this once, and this is it. 
The ſtaff of bread ( 8 Y convenient let me have, 
And manage it ( 9 ) diſcreetly 3 fo *ewill fave 
Thy feeble ſervant from the mire and ( 1 ) dirt. 
But more or leſs than this may do me hurt. 

Or if thou ſay thy ſervant ſhall have none, 
Then ſirengthen faith chat I may go ([ 2 ) alone. 


DC 


CH AP. Iv. 


Spent barren Land you can reſtore and nouriſh. 
Decayed Chriſtians God can cauſe to flouriſh. 


h— 


OBSERVATION: 


F Hen Land is ſpent out by tillage, or for want of ma- 
nuring, the careful husbandman hath many wayes 


to recover and bring it'in heart again; He lets it lye follow: 


togive-itreſt, and time to recover it (elf , carries ont his 


ſand, lime and compoſt, to refreſh and quicker ir again, and 


in paſture and- medow ground, will walh it (if pothble)with 
a current of water, or the float of the wayes after a fall of 
rain, which is to the carth as aſpring of new blood to a con- 
ſumptive body, He cuts down and kills the weeds that fuck 
it out, and cauſes them to make reſtitution of what they have 
purloined from-it , by rotting upon the place where they 
grew. As careful are they to recover it when it is ſpent, as an 
honeſt Phyfician is of his patient in alangwiſhing condition , 
for he knows his field will be as grateful to him, and fully 
requite his care and caſt, 


APPELI1 


4) Job 21.22, 
s ) Wa. 474+ 


(2) Hab. 3-17. 
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APPLICATION. 


S man's, ſo God's Husbandry is ſometimes out of caſe, 
not by yielding too many crops, but too few. The my- 

ſtical Husbandman hath ſome fields ( I mean particular fo- 
cieties and perſons) who were once fragrant and fruitful like 
a field which God had bleſſed, but are now decayed and 
grown barrenz whoſe gleanings formerly , were more than 
their vintage now 3 the things that arc in them are ready to 
dye, Rev. 3- 3. *Tispoſlible, yea, too common for gracious 
ſouls to be reduced to a very low ebb, both of graces and 
comforts 3 how low I will not ſay ; Our Briztiſh Divines tell 
us, That grace indeed cannot be 
totally intermitted 3 nor fi- 
nally loft; but there may be 
an omiſſhon of the a&, though 
not an amiſhon of the habit :the 
a&t may be ' perverted, though 
the faith cannot be ſubverted z 
it may be ſhaken in,though not 
ſhaken out; its fruits may 
fall, but its ſap lyes hid in its 
root ; they demerit the loſs of 
the kingdom, but loſe it not 
effcively z the effe&t of juſti- 
fication may be ſuſpended, but 
the fate of the juſtified cannot be difloved. 

| Certain it is, one that like Pax hath been rapt up with 
joy, even to the third heavens, and cryed, I am more than a 
conqueror, who can ſeperate me from the love of God? May at 
another time lye mourning as. at the gates of death, crying, 


Gratia nec totaliter intermit - 

titur, nec finalitur amittitar. 
Altus omittitur, babitnas non 
amittitur. Adio pervertitur, 
fides non ſubvertitar. Concu- 
titur, non excntitur- Defiut 
frudtns, later ſucens. Fus ad 
regnum amittnnt demerito- 
rie , non effeiive. Effefius 
juſtificationis ſuſpenditur, at 
flatus juſtificati non diſſolvi- 
tur,, Sutf. Britt. 


0 wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body 4 
this death? One that hath walked in (weet communion wit 

| God , ſunning himſelf in the light of his countenance , may 
afterwards walkin dark neſs, and ſee nolight, Ia. 50. 10. He 
that hath caſt anchor within the vail,and rode ſecurely in the 
peacctul harbour of aſſurance, may ſeem to feel his __—_ 
| O 
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ot hope come home to him, and go adrift into the fiormy 
Ocean again, crying with the Church, Lam. 3. 18. My hope 
is periſhed from the Lord. His calm and clear Air may be over- 
caſt and clouded, yea filled with ſtorms and tempelts, light- 
nings and thundersz his graces, like under-ground flowers 
in the Winter , may all difappcar, and hide their beautiful 
heads. 

To God he may ſay, I am caſt out of thy fight; 1 know 
_ canſt do much , but wilt thou ſhew wonders to the 

cad? . 

To the Promiſes he may ſay, you are (weet things indeed, 
but what have I to do with you ? I could once indeed rejoyce 
in you, as my portion z but now I doubt I graſped a ſha- 


away from me, labour not to comfort me, O do not (pill 
your precious ointment of conſolation upon my head , for 
what havel to do with comfort ? to former experiences, he 
may fay in his haft, you are all lyars. To the light of God's 
countenance, he may ſay, farewell ſweet light, 1 ſhall behold 
theeno more. To $2:ax, he may fay, O mine enemy, thou 
haſt at laſtprevailed againſt me, thou art ſtronger than I, and 
haſt overcome, To duties and ordinances, he may ſay, where 
is the ſweetneſs I once found in you ? you were once ſweeter 
to me than the hony comb; but now as taftleſs, as the whice 
ofan egg- O fad relaſpe ? deplored change ! quantum muta: 
tus ab allo? : 
But will God leave his poor creatures helpleſs in ſuch a 
caſe as this? Shall their leaf fall, theix branches wither , 
their joy, their life, their heart depart ? will he ſee their 
graces fainting, their hopes gaſping, the new creature pant» 
ing, the things that are in them ready to dye, and will he not 
regard it ? yes, yes, Thert is bope of a tree if it be cut down, and 
the root thereof wax old in the earth, yet by the ſcent of water it 
will bud,and bring forth bowghs, like @ plant, Job 14.3 9. This 
x declined foul, as fad as it fits at the gates of hell , may 
rouze up it ſelf at laſt, and fay to Satan that ſtands triumph- 
ing over him, Rejoyce not over me, O mine enemy, for though I 
fall, yet I ſhall ariſe ;, though I fit in darkpeſs, the Lord will be a 


light 


dow, a fancy inftead of you. To Saints he may fay, turn | 
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light unto me, Mich. 7.8. He may raiſe up himſelf upon his 
bed of languiſhing for all this, and ſay to God, though thou 
haſt chaſtened me ſore, yet haſt thou nt given me over unto death. 
He may turn about to the Saints, that have mourned for him 
and with a lightſome countenance ſay, 1 ſhall not dye but 
live, and declare the works of the Lord. He may fay to the pro- 
miſes, you are the true and faithful ſayings of God, my un- 
belicf did bely you; I faid in my haſt you were lyars, but I 
eat my words, I am aſhamed of my folly. Surely, O Soul, 
there is yet hope in thine end, thou mayſt be reſtored, Pſal. 
23. 3+ Thou mayſt yet recover thy verdure,and thy dew be as 
the dew of herbs. For, 

Is he not thy father, and a father full of compaſſions and 
bowels? And can a father ſtand by his dying Child , fee his! 
fainting fits,hear his melting groans, and pitty begging looksz 
and not help him; eſpecially having reftoratives by him 
that can doit ? Surely, as afather pities bis own Children, ſo 
will thy God pitty thee, Plal. 103.12, 13, He will ſpare thee, as 
a father fpareth bis own ſonthat (erves bim, Mal. 3. 17. Heark, 
how his bowels yearn? Thave ſurely beard Ephraim bemsaning 
| bimſelf, #s #ot Ephraim my dear ſon ? is he not apleaſant child? 
for ſince I ſpake againſt bim, 1 do earneſtly remember him ſtill, 
I will ſarely bave mercy on him, Jer. 31. 20. 

Doth he not know thy life would be altogether uſcleſs to 
him, if he fhould not reſtore thee? what ſervice art thou fit 
co perform to him, in ſuch a condition ? Thy dayes will con- 
ſume like ſmoak,, whilſt thy heart is ſmitten and withered like 
graſs, Plal. 102. 3,4. Thy months will be months of va- 
nity, they will fly away and fee no good, Fob 7.3. It he will 
but quicken thee agaiv, then thou muſt call upon his name , 
Pſal. So. 18. but in a dead and languiſhing condition, thou 
art no more fit for any work of God than a ſick man is for 
manual laboursz and furely he hath not put thoſe precious 
and exccllent graces of his Spirit within thee for nothing 
they were planted there for fruit and ſervice, and therefore 
doubtleſs he will revive thee again. | 

Yea, doſt thou not think he ſees thine inability to bear 
ſuch a ccndition long ? he knows thy Spirit would fail before 
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bim, and the ſoul which be hath made, Ia. 57.16. Davidtold 
him as much, in the like condition, Pſal. 143.7, $. Hear me 
ſpeedily, O Lord, for my ſpirit faileth; bide not thy face from me, 
left I be like unto thoſe that go down into the pit 3 q. d. Lord, make 
haft and recover my languiſhing foulz otherwiſe , whereas 
thou haſt now a ſick child, thou wilt ſhortly have a dead 
child. 

And in like manner Fob expoſtulated with him, Fob 6. 1, 
2,3,11,12. Mygrief is beavier than the ſand of the Sea, my 
words are ſwallowed up, for the arrows of the Almighty are within 
me 3 and the poyſon thereof drinks up my ſpirits : the terrors of 
God do ſet themſelves in array againſt me, what s my ſtrength 
that I ſhznld hope? is my ſtrength the ſtrength of ſtones ?. or are 
my bones of braſs ? So Chap. 7. 12. AmlI a Sea, or a Whale ? 
&c. Other troubles a man may, but this he cannot bear , 
Prov. 18, 14. And therefore doubtleſs ſeaſonable and gra- 
cious revivings will come, He will not ftir wp all bis wrath, for 
be remembers thou art but fleſh > a wind that paſſeth away , and 
cometh not again, Plal. 78.38 39. He hath wayes cnovgh to 
do it, if he do but unvail his bleſſed face and make it thine 
again upon thee, thou art ſaved, Pſal. 80. 3. the manifelia- 
tions of his love, will be to thy ſoul, as ſhowers to the parch- 
ed graſs 3 thy ſoul that now droops, and hangs the wing, (hall 
then revive and leap for joy, 1/a.61, 1. | A new face (hall 
come upon thy graces, they (hall bud again, and bloſſom as 
2 Roſe 3 if he do but ſend a ſpring of auxiliary grace into thy 
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ſoul, to aRtuate the dull habits of inherent grace , the work 
is done 3 then (halt thou return to thy ht works again, Rey. 
2. 4,5- and ſing, 8s in the dayes of thy youth, 


REFLECTIONS. 


O this is my very cafe, ſaith many a poor Chriſtian thus 

my ſoul languiſhes and droops from day to day : *tis good 

news indeed, that God both can and will reſtore my toul . 

but fad that I ſhould fall intoſuch a (tate. How unlike am I 

to what once I was? Surely, as the old men wept, when they 

ſaw how ſhort the ſecond Temple came of the glory of the] 
H 


ic. 


firſt. 


poſtulat.\ 
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fi-ſt, ſo may 1 fit down and weep bitterly, to conſider how 
much my fi:{t love, and firſt duties excelled che preſent, 
For, 
Is my heart ſo much in heaven now, as it was wont to be? 
I. Say, O my ſoul ! doſt thou not rtmember , when like the 
A conviftive | beloved Diſciple thou leyeſt in Feſws boſome ? how didfi thou 
'RefleQtion [weeten communion with him ? how reſtleſs and impatient 
wali thou in his abſence ! Divine withdrawments were to 
thee as the hell of hell: Whata burden was the world to 
me in thoſe dayes! Had it not been for conſcience of my 
duty, I could have been willing to let all lye, that commus- 
| nion with Chrift might ſuffer wo interruption. -When I awa» 
ked in the night, how was the darkneſs enlightned by the 
heavenly glimpſes of the countenance of my God upon me ? 
How did his company ſhorten thofe hours, and beguile the 
tediouſne(s of the night ? O my ſoul, ſpeak thy experience, 
is it now aSit was then ! No, no, thoſe dayes are paſt and 
gone, and thou become much a ſtranger to that Lorenty 
life. Art thou able with truth to deny this charge? When 
occafionally I'pafs by thoſe places, which were once to me 
25S Facob's Bethel to him; I figh at the remembrance of for- 
mer paſſages detwixt me and heaven there 3 and ſay with Fob, 
Chap. 29. O that it were with me as in moneths paſt, «s in 
the dayes when God preſerved me, when bis candle ſhined upon my 
bead, when by bis Jight I walked through darkneſs, when the Al- 
mighty was yet with me,when Iput on righteouſneſs and it cloath- 
ed me, when my glory was freſh in me ! when I remember theſe 
things, my ſoul is poured out within me. 

Is thy obedience to the commands of Chriſt, and motions 
to duty, as free and cheerful as they were wont to be ? Call 
to mind, my foul, the times when chou waſt born down the 
ſtream of love to every duty, if the ſpirit did but whiſper 
to thee, ſaying, Seek my face, how did my ſpirit eccho to his 
calls? ſaying, Thy face Lord will I ſeek, Pal. 27. 8. If God 
had any work to be done, how readily did I offer my ſervice? 
Here am I Lord, ſend me. My foul made me as the chariots 
of Aminadab ;, love oyled the wheels of my affection , and 
bis commandments were not grievous, 1 John 5. 3. Non tardat 

| wncta 


oY 


I - beavenly uſe of earthly things, 


SE 


unila rota, There were no ſuch quarrellings with the com- 
mand, nofſuch excuſes and delayes as there are now. No , 
ſuch was my love to Chrift, and delight to do his will, that 
I could no more keep back my felt from duty , - than a man 
that's carricd away in a crowd. 


or grieve {o tenderly for fin, and for grieving the holy Spiric 
of God, as thou waſt wont to do> When formerly I had 
fallen by the hand of a temptation, how was I wont to lye 
in tears at the Lord's feet , bemoaning my ſelf? how did 1 
haſten to my cloſet, and there cry like Ezra, Chap. » 9. 6. 
O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to look up wnto thee. How did 
I ſigh and weep before him,and like Ephraim, (mice upon my 
thigh, Gaying,Whbat have I done ? Ah my foul ! how didfi thou 
work, frive, and caſt about, how to recover thy fclf again ? 
haſt thou forgotten, how thou wouldfi ſometimes look up 
and ſigh bitterly z Ah ? whata God have I provoked ? what 
love and goodneſs have F abuſed ? foraetimes look in and 
weep, Ah! what motions did I withſtand ? what a good ſpi- 
rit have grieved? Ah! my foul thou wouldft have abhor'd 
thy (elf, Row couldfi never have born ie, had thy heart been 
as ſtupid andas relentleſs then as now. If ever a poor foul had 
ma, to diſſolve it ſelf into tears for its ſad relapſes, I 

Ve. * 

But yet mourn not, O my foul, as one without hope. Re- 
member, There is bope in Iſrael conceraing this thing. As low 
as thy condition is, it is not deſperate, 1t 1s not a diſcaſe that 
fcorns a Remedy 3 many a man that hath been ſiretcht out 


| for dead, hath revived agaiw, andlwed many a comfortable 
; day in the world z many a tree that hath caſt both leat and 


fruit, by the skill of a prudent Husbandman, hath been reco- 
vered again, and made both flouriſhing and fruitful, Is ic not 
eaſier think*ſt thou, to recover a languiſhing man to health, 


2, I. Is any thing too hard for the Lord ? Though my ſoul draw 
nigh to thepit, and my life to the deſtroyers, yet be can ſend me 4 
meſſenger, one among a thouſand, that ſhall declare to me my up- 


' | rightneſs then ſhall be deliver me from going down into the pit , 
: H 2 | 


my 


Or laſtly, tel me, O my fou), doft thou bemoan thy ſelf, 


than a dead man to life ? and yet this God did for me , Epb. |. 
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(1) Joh. 15. 1+ 
(2) 1C0r.3. 9+ 


13) Pſa.q. 3. 


5JHoſ. 14. 5,6 
| 6) Hoſ.6, 3- | 


g )Job 29.324+ 
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my fleſh ſhall be freſher than 8 Childes , and 1 ſhall return to the | 
dayes of my youth, Job 33-21. Though my flouriſh, and much | 
of my fruit too be gone, and Iam a withering tree; yet as' 
long as the root ot the matter is in me, there is more hope | 
of fuch a poor decayed withered tree, than of the hypocrite 
that wants ſuch a root, in all his glory and bravery. His Sun 
ſhall ſer, and never rife again 3 but live in expectation of a 
ſweet morning, after this dark night. 

Rouze up therefore, O my foul, ſet thy faith awork on 
Chriſt. for quickning grace, for he hath life in himſelf, and. 
quickens whon:ſoever he will, Fob. 7. 38S, Stir up that little 
which remains, Rev. 3. 2, Haſt thou not ſeen lively flames 
proceed from glimmering and dying ſparks, when carefully 
colle&ed and blown up ? get amongſt the moſt lively and 
quickening Chriſtians 3 as iron ſharpens iron, ſo will theſe ſet an 
edge wpon thy dull affefiions, Prov. 27.17: As 18.15. But 
above all, cry mightily to the Lord for quickening , he will 
not deſpiſe thy cry. "The moans of a Dilireſſed Child, work 
upon the bowels of a tender father. And be ſure to keep 
within thy view, the great things of eternity, which are rea- 
dy to be revealed 3 live in the believing and ferious contem- 
plations of them, and be dead if thou canſt, *Tis true, thou 


| haſt reaſon enough from thy condition, to be for ever hum- 


bled 3 but no reaſon at all from thy God, to be in the leaſt dil- 
couraged. 


The Poem, 


rg art the (1) Husbandman, agd1I 

A worthlcſs plot of (2) Husbandry, 
Whom ſpecial love did ne'*retheleſs 

Divide (3) from natures wilderneſs, 

Then did the (4) Sun-ſhine of thy face 

And ſweet (5) illapſes of thy grace 

Like (6) April ſhowers, and warming gleams 
Diſtil its dews, reflec its beams, 
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My dead (7) affe&tions then were green, 

And hopetul ('$ )buds on theth were ſeen : 

| Theſe intoduties ſoon were (9) turn'd 

In which my heart within me (10) burn'd: 
O halcyon dayes ! thrice happy Rtate ! 

Each p'ace was (1) Bethel, heavens gate. 

What (weet diſcourſe ! what heavenly(2) talk! 
WhilR with thee I did daily (3) walk ! 

Mine eyes o*reflow,, my helrt doth (4) fink 5 
As oft as on thoſe dayes I think. 

For (5) ſtrangeneſs now is gotbetween 

My God and me, as may be ſeen 

By what is (6) now, and what was then 

"Tis juſt as if I were (7) two men. 

| My fragrant branches (8) blaſted be, 

No fruits like thoſe that I can ſee. 

Some (9) Canker-worm lyes at my root. 
Which(1) fades my leaves, defiroyes my fruit. 
My ſoul is (2) baniſhed from thy fight, 

For this it (3) mourneth day and night. 

Yet why dott thou (4) deſponding lye? / 
With(5) Fonab caſt a backward eye. 

Sure in thy God help may be had, 

There's precious (6) balm in Gilead. 

That God that made me fpring at firſt, 

When was barren, (7) and accurſt 

Can much more cafily (8) reſtore 

My ſoul to what it was before. 

'Twas (9) Haman's (1) Fob s(2) and David's cale, 
Yet all recover'd were by grace, - 

A word, a (3) ſmile oo my poor foul ; ; 
Will make it perfe&, ſound, and whole. | 1 
A (4) glance of thine hath ſoon difſolv'd 

A foul in fin, and grief involy'd. 

Lord, if thou-(5) canſt not work the cure,.. 
lam contented to endure. 


(7) Jer. 2. 3- 
(8) Canr.7.12+ 
(9) As 9.11, 


114 
(3) Pſal. 77.2, 


(10)Lw 24-32» 


(1)Gen. 28. 
16.17. 

(2) Exod. 34- 
LYs 

(3) Gen. &. 7. 
(4) Pſa. 42.6. 
(5) Cant, 5. 6+ 


(6) Rev. 2. 5 
(7)2Chr.19.3. 
(8) Pla.102.4, 


(9) Ia. 59. 2. 


(10 Iſfa.64. 6. 
(2)Pta. 88. 6, 


(4)Pſa. 42.11, 
by Jon, 2.4. | 


(6) Jer. 8. 22, | 


(7) Eze.16.4, 
(8) Ph. 23.3, 
(9s) Pfal. 88; 
(1) Job 14. 
(2) Pſa. _ 


(3) Pa.80:3; 
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| (4) Luk.22, 
G1, 63. 


(5) Jer. 22.17 
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curableneſs of 
ſome bad 
ground, 


Upon the un- 


| C-H A P. VL 


No skill can mend the miry ground, and ſure 
Some ſouls the Goſpel leaves as paſt a cure. 


OBSERVATION. 


Lthough the induſtry and skill of the Husbandman can 
make ſome ground that was uſeleſs and bad , * good for 
tillage or paſture, and improve that which was barren , and 
by his coſt and pains make one Acre worth tenz yet ſuch is | . 
the nature of ſome rocky or miry nd, where the water 


{| ands, and there is no way to cleanſe it, that it can never be 


made fruitful, The Husband-man is fain to let it alone, as an 
incurable piece of waſt and worthle& ground; and though 
the Sun and clouds hed their ipfluences on it, as well as up- 
on better Land, yet that doth norat all mend it, Nay, the 
more ſhowers it receives, the worſe it proves. For theſe do no 
| way fecundate or improve it;no0thing thrives there, but worth- 
| lefs lags and ruſhes. - 


APPLICATION. 


M2! allo there are under the Goſpel, who axe given 0- 
ver by God to judicial blindneſs, hardneſs of heart , a 
reprobate ſenſe, and perpetual barrenneſs.3 fo that how ex- 
cellent ſever the means are which they enjoy , and how ct- 
ficacious ſoever, to the converſion, edification and ſalvation 
of others; yet they ſhall never do their fouls good ,, Exch. 
47.-9,11. Every thing whereſoever the River comes ſhall live | 
but the miry places thereof, and the-marſhes: thereof ſhall never be 
bealed but be given to 0 z (i.e.) gwen to an obftinate and 
everlaſting barcennels. Compare Dent. 9. 23. By theſe wa- 


ters, ſaith judicions Mr. Strong, underſtand the dorine of 


the Goſpel 3 as Key. 21. 2+ a River of water of life, clear as 
Chriſtal. 
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Brightyman. This River is the moſt fruitful doQtrine of Chriſt, 
yet theſe waters do not heal the miry mariſh places, (3. e.) 
men that live unfruitfully under Ordinances, who are com. 
pared to miry and mariſh places in three reſpeRs. 
(1) In miry places the water hath fot free paſſage, but 
ſtands and fettles there, So it is with theſe barren fouls ; 
therefore the Apoſtle, prayes, that the Goſpel may run and be 
glorified, 2 Thef. 3. 1. The word is faid to run, when it meets 
_ | with no ſtop, Cam libere propagatur, when. it is freely propa- 
gated and runs through the whole man 3 when it meers wi-h 
no ſtop either in the mouth of the ſpeaker, or hearts of the. 
hearers, as it doth in theſe. 
(2) In a miry place, the earth and water is mixt together ; 
this mixture makes mire. So when the truths of God do 
mix with the corruptions of men, that they cicher hold fome 
truths, and yet live in'their lofis, or elſe when men do make 
uſe of the truths of God to juſtifie and plead 'for their fs, 
Or, 
»(3) When as in a wiry place, the longer the water flands 
in ir, the worſe it grows 3. ſo the longer men abide under 
Ordinances, the more filthy and polluted they grow : Theſe 
are the miry places that cannot be healed, their diſeaſe is in- 
curable, deſperate. 
O this is a ſad caſe, and yet very common ! Many perſons 
are thus given over 3 as incorrigible and hopeleſs, Rev. 22.17, 
Let bim that is filtby,be filthy ftzll. Jer. 6.29. Reprobate filver 
ſhall men call them, for 1be Lord bath rejefied them, Ia. 6. Go 
make the bears of this people fat, their ears dull, & c. 
Chriſt executes by the Goſpel that curſe upon many ſouls , 
which he denounced againſt the figtree, Mat. 21. 19., Let 
no fruit on thee bencefortb for ever, and immediately the fig- 
zree withered away, To be given up to ſuch a condition, is a 
fearful judgement indeed, a curſe with a witneſs ; the ſum of 
all plagues, miſeries and judgments, a fatal ſtroke at the root 


| 


Chriltal. Hie fluvius eff uberims doftrins Chrifti, ſaith Mr. 


it ſelf. It's a wo to have a bad heart, (faith one) bur it's the 
depth of wo, to have a heart that ſhall never be made better, | 


To be barren under the Goſpel isa fore judgement , = 'to 
» nave 
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have that pertinax ſterilits, a pertinacious barrenneſs ; this 
; _ twice dead, and pluckt up by the root, as Fude 
cake, 

; And to fhew you the wotul and miſerable ſtate and plight | 
of ſuch men, let the following particulars be weighed. 
(1) Its a ſtroke at the ſoul it ſelf, an inward ſpiritual judge- 
ment 3 and by how much the more inward and ſpiritual any 
judgement is, by ſo much the more dreadful and lamentable. | 
As ſoul mercies, arc the beſt of merci&s ; fo, ſoul-judges | 
ments, are the ſaddeſt of all judgements. If it were but a tems | 
oral (troke upon the body, the loſs of an eye, an ear, a hand, | 
a foot, though in it ſelf it would be a conſiderable loſs ; yet | 
it were nothing to this.Omuia Deus dedit duplicia( faith Chry- 
ſoſtom ) ſpeaking of bodily members 3 God hath given” men 

double members, two eyes, if one be lofi, the other ſup- 
plicsits wantsz two hatids, two cars, two feet, that the fail- 
ing of one, may be lupplyed by the help of the other; animam 
vero wam 3 but one foul, if that periſh, there is not another 
to ſupply its loſs. The ſoul, faith a Heathen, is the man, that 
which is ſeen is not the man. The Apoſile calls the body a 
vile body, Phzl. 3.21, and (© it is compared with the foul 3 
and Daniel calls it the Sheath , which is but a contemptible 
thing to the ſword, which is in it. Oit were far better that 
many bodies periſh, than one ſoul; that every member were 
made the ſcat, .and ſubjeR of the moſt exquilice torture, than 
(ſuch a judgement ſhould fall upon the ſou]. 


(2) Its the ſevereſt Groke God can infli upon the ſoul 
in this life, to give it up to barrenneſs 3 becauſe it cuts off 
all hopes, fruſirates all means, nothing can be a bleſſing to 
him. If one come from the dead, if Angels ſhould deſcend 
from heaven to preach to him 3 there is no hope of him. If 
God ſhut up a man, who can open ? Fob 12, 14. As there was 
none found in heaven or earth, that could open the ſeals of 
that book, Rev. 5+ 5- fo is there no opening by the hand of 
the moſt able and skilful Minifiry , thoſe feals of hardneſs, 
blindneſs and unbelief, thus impreſſed upon che ſpirit. Whom 


which makes up the Anathema Maranatha, 1 Cor. 16. 22. 


which 


| 


jaſtice ſo locks up, mercy will never let out. This is that | 
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till the Lord come.- d 

(3) Tis the moſt indiſcernable firoke to themſelves, that 
can be, and by that ſo much the more deſperate. Hence 
there is ſaidto be powred out upon them the ſpirit of ſlumber, 
Iſa. 29.10. The Lord hath powred ot upon you the (pirit of deep 
ſleep, and hath cloſed your eyes. Montanns renders it, The Lord 
hath mingled upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep. And fo itis an 
alluſion to a ſoporiferous Medicine mingled and made up of 
opium and ſuch like iupifaQtive ingredients, which caſts a 
man into ſuch a dead ſleep, that do what you will to him. 
he feels, he knows it not. Make their eyes beavy, and their: 
ears dull; left they ſhould ſee, and bear, and be converted, 1ſa. 6. 
9,10. This is the heart which cannot repent, which is ſpo- 
ken of, Rom. 2.5. For men are not ſenfible at all of this 
judgment, they do not in the leaſt ſuſpe& it, and that is 
their miſery. Though they be curſed trees which ſhall never 
bear any fruit to life, yet many times they bear abundance 
of other fair and pleaſant fruits to the eye excellent gifts and 
rare endowments ? And theſe deceive and undo them. Mat. 
7. 22. Wekbave prophecyed in thy name ;, this makes the wound 
deſperate, that there is no finding of it, no probe to ſearch 
it, 

(4) 'Tis a firoke that cuts off from the ſoul all the com- 
fort and ſweetneſs of Religion. A man may pray, hear, and 
confer, but all thoſe duties arc dry ftalks unto him, which 
yield no meat, no ſolid ſubſtantial nutriment 3 ſome com- 


duty, the melting voice or Rhetorick of the Preacher may 
ws A firike his natural affections, as another Tragical ſto- 
ry pathetically delivered may do but to have any real com- 
munion with God in Ordinances, any difcoverics or views 
of the beauty of the Lord in them, that he cannot have 3 
for theſe are the ſpecial effe&s and operations of the Spirit, 
which are alwayes reſtrained. 

God hath ſaid to ſuch, as he did to them. Gen. 6. 3. My 
ftiris ſhall no longer ſtrive with them; and then what (weetnels 
v there in Odinances? What is the wordiſeparated o_ 

I the 


which is the dreadfulleſt curſe in all the book of God,cacurſed 


mon touches upon the affections he may ſometimes tind in, 


| 


— 
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1 f{& would alwayes follow , unleſs miraculouſly opt and 


? 


| 


{fearful fign of his eternal reprobation. *Tis true we cannot 


here is the woe that lyes upon him, God is departed from the 


the Spirit, but a dead Letter? it's the Spirit that quickens, 
2 Cor. 3+2, Friend, thou muſt know that the Goſpel works 
not like @ nataral cauſe upon thoſe that hear itz if ſo, theef- 


hindred 3 but it works like a moral inſtituted cauſe, whole cth- 
cacy and ſucceſs depends upon the arbitrary concurrence of 
the Spirit with it. The wind blows where it liſteth, ſo is excry 
one that is born of the Spirit, Joh. 3. 8. Of bis own will begat he 
us by the word of truth. Ordinances are as the pool of Betheſda, 
which had its healing vertue only when the Angel moved the 
waters3 but the ſpirit never moves favingly upon the wa- 
ters of Ordinances, for the healing of thefe fouls, how ma- 
ny years ſoever they lye by them. Though othegs feel a Dj- 
vine power in them, yet they ſhall not. As che men that 
travelled with Paxl, when Chriſt appeared to him from hea- 
ven, they ſaw the light, but heard not the voice, which he 
heard to ſalvation ; So it is with theſe, they ſee the Mini- 
ſters, hear the words, which are words of ſalvation to others, 
but not ſo to them. Concerning theſe miſerable Souls, we 
way ſigh and fay to Chriſt, as Martha did concerning her 
brother Lazarus; Lord, if thou hadfi-been here, in this Ser» 
mon, or in this prayer, this ſoul had not remained dead. But 


means, and none can help him. ; | 
( 5- J *Tis ſuch a ſtroke upon the ſpirit of man, as is a 


poſitively fay of a man in this life, he is a reprobate, * one 
that God will never ſhew mercy to 3 but yet there are ſome 
probable marks of it upon ſome men in this world, and they 
are of a trembling conſideration where-ever they appear ? 
of which this-is one of the ſaddeſt, 2 Cor. 4. 3. If onr Goſpel 
be bid, tis hid to thoſe that are loſt in whom the God of this world 
bath blinded the minds of them which believe not leſt the light of 
the glorioxs Goſpel of Chriſt, who is tbe Image of God, ſhould ſhine | 
unto them, So AG, 13. 48. As many as were ordained unto eter» 
nal life believed. Te believe not, becauſe ye are not of my ſheep, Joh. 
10. 26, And again, Mat 13. 11.To you it is given to know the 


Ain of the Kingdom, but to them it is not given» There can- 
| | not] 


—_— —— 
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not be a more dreadful CharaQer of a perſon marked out for | 
wrath, than to continue under the Ordinances, as the Rocks | 
anJ miry places do under the natural influences of heaven. 
What bleſſed opportunities had Fudas ? he was under Chrilt's | 
own Miniſtry, he often heard the gracious words that pro- | 
cceded out of his mouth ;he was night and day in his compa- 
ny, yet. never the better; and why ? becauſe he was the ſon 
of perdition 3 that is, a man appointed to deſtruction and 
wrath, 

(6) Andlafily, toadd no more. *Tis ſuch a firoke of God 
upon the ſoules of men, as immediately foreruns hell and 
damnation, Heb. 6. 8. But thas which beareth thorns and bryars 
i rejefied, and is nigh unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt, So 
that look as ſome Saints in this world, have had a prelibation 
or foretaſte of heaven, which the Scripture calls the earneſt of 
the Spirit; fo this is a precurſor of hell, a ſign of wrath at 
the door. We may fay of it, as *tis ſaid of the pale horſe in 
the Revelation, that hell follows it, If a man abide not in me. 
(faich Chriſt, Fobn 15 6.) be is caſt forth as a branch and wi 
thered which is the very ſtate of theſe barren, curſed fouls, 
And' what follows? Why, faith he, men gather them.and 
calt them into the fire, and they are burned. Lo this is the 
yengeance which the Goſpel excoutes upon this barren 
ground. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


Well then, bleſſed be God that made me feel the ſaving 
power of the Goſpel, O, let God be exalted for ever for 
this mercy ! that how defc@ive ſoever I am in common 
gifts, though I have adull underſtanding, a leaking memory, 
a ſtammering tongue z yet I have felt, and do feel the power 
of the Goſpel npon my heart. I bleſs thee ( my God )) that 
although I labour under many ſpiritual infirmities, yet I am 
not fick of this incurable difeaſe. I have given thee indeed 
juſt cauſe to.infli and execute this dreadtu! curſe upon me 
alſo,but thoy haſt not only dealt with me after my deſerts;but 
according ! to the riches of thy mercy, Some little fruit 1 


—— 


I, 


The fincere 
ſouls Refle&i- 
on. 


I 2 bring, 
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| bring forth, and what it is, is by vertue of my union-with Fe- 


ſus Chriſt, Rom. 7. 4. And this hath more in it as to my com- 
fort, than all the glittering gifts and ſplendid performances 


of the moſt glorious hypocrite can yield to him. IfI might} 


| have my choice ( faith one) I would chuſe and prefer the moſt 
deſpicable and ſordid work of a ruſtick Chriſtian, before all] 


the -victories of Alexander and triumphs of Ceſar» Bleſſed 
therefore be the Lord who hath abounded unto me, in all firittual 
bleſſings, in heavenly things in Chriſt Feſws. 

I cannat remember a Sermon as another can, but bleſſed 
be God that Iam able to ſavour it, and feel it; that I have 
an heart to love, and a will to obey, all that God diſcovers to 


' be my duty. 


O, then, how little cauſe have 1 to make my boaſt of Or- 
dinances, and glory in my external priviledges, who never 
bear ſpiritual fruit under them? If I well confider my con- 
dition, there is matter of #rembling, and not of glorying in 
| theſe things. -It may be, while I have been glorying in them, 
and lifting up my ſecure heart upon them , the Lord hath 
| been ſecretly blaſting my ſoul under then, and inſenſibly ex- 
ecuting this horrible curſe by them. Shall I boaſt, 'that with 
Capernaum\l am lifted up to beaven.fince I may with her at laſt 
be caſt down to hell? And if ſo, Lord, what a hell will my 
hell be? It will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrab 
than for me. It drew tears from the eyes of Chriſt, when he 
was looking upon Feruſalem, .under the fame conſideration 
that I doubtI have cauſe to look upon gy own foul, Luke 
19.41. He wept over it, ſaying, if thou badſt known, even thox, 
at leaſt in this thy d2y, the things which belong to thy peace. but now 
they are bid from thine eyes. So long I have been a hearer, 
a Profeſſor of the Goſpel, ſo many years I have injoycd its 
diſtinguiſhing Ordinances, but have they not been all dry 
and empty things to me? hath not the ſpirit of formality 
ated mein them? Have not ſelf ends, and worldly refpes 
lain at the bottom of my beſt duties ? - Have not my diſfcour- 
ſes in communion with the Saints been Trade words,fſpeak- 
ing what I have learnt, but not felt ? fad is my condition 
now 3 bat it would be deſperate and irrecoverable , ſhouldfi 


thou execute this curfe upon me. And | 
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And what may I think of my condition ? Lord, I acknow- 
ledge my unprofitableneſs under the means hath been ſhame» = © fruit- 
ful; and this hath made my condition doubtfu!. I have often | ful Chriſtians 
trembled for fear, leſt my root had been blaſted by ſuch | Reflection. 

a curſez but iffo, whence is this trembling? whence theſe 
fears and ſorrows about it ? doth ſuch fruit grow in that ſoy! 
which thou haſt curſed? I am told but now, that on whom 
this judgment falls, to them thou. giveſt an heart that cannot | Komane /eges 
repent. Lord, I bleſs thee for theſe eyidences of freedom | 7214 P7*e- 
from the curſe; for the fruits of fear , ſorrow , and holy ro _ 4 
jealouſie. The laws of men ſpare for the fruits ſake, and wilt ans 
not thou ſpare me alſo my God, if there be found in me 2 
| bleſhing in the bud, Iſo. 65.8. 

To conclude, what a ſerious RefieQion ſhould this occa- | 
fion in every diſpenſer of the Goſpel? how ſhould he fay| 4. Golpel 
when he goes to preach the Goſpel,l am now going to preach | preachers Re- 
that word, which is to be s ſavor of life or death to theſe ſoul: ; | fieRion. 
upon how many of my poor hearers may the curſe of per- | 
petual barrennefs be executed this day 1. O how thould ſuch 
| a thought mele his heart into compaſſion over them, and 
make him beg hard, and plead carnefily with God for a better | 
iſſue of the Goſpel than this upon them ? 


| The Poem. 


now beſides your pleaſant fruitful frelds, 
| Have uleleſs bogs, and rocky ground that yields | 
You no advnatage, nor doth quit.your coſt, . 
But all your pains and charges on them's loft, | 
Hearken to me, Ile teach you how to get 
More profit by them, than if they were ſet | 
At higher Rents than what your Tenants pay 
For your moſt fertile Lands and here's the way G | 
Think when you view them,why the Lord hath choſe | (1)Eze, 47-21+} 
Theſe, as (1) Emblems to decipher thoſe 


| That 


(4) Mar. 5.45. 


(s)2Sam.23.4- 
6)Cant. 2.12. 
7)Plal. 65.13- 


(8)Eze. 47.11. 
($) Job 8.11. 


(x )Deur. 22.2. 
£2 ) Iſa. 5.6. 
z3)2Cor.2.16, 
4) Pla.92.13- 
N Wa.6.9,10. 
(6 )Mar. 1 1.20. 
(7) Iſa, 5. 24- 
(9) 1a. 6.10, 


(10)Luk.8. 14+ 
Jer. 17, 5, 6. 


62 HusbandrySpiritualized ; Or, 
(-)zTim.3.13. That under Goſpel-grace grow worſe and ( '2) worſe 3 
(3)Heb.s.8. For means are fruitleſs, where the Lord doth (3 )curle, 


Sweet ſhowers deſcend, the Sun his beams refle&ts 
On both ( 4 )alikez but not with like effects. 
Obſerve, and ſee how after the ſweet ſhowers 
The grals and corn (5) revive the fragrant (6) flowers 
Shoot forth their beauteous heads, the valleys (7) ſing, 
All freſh, and green as in the verdant ſpring. 
Bat rocks are barren ſtill, and (8) bogs are (03 
Where nought but flags, (9) and worthleſs ruſhes grow- 
Upon theſe mariſh grounds there yes this curſe, 
The more rain falls; by ſo much more the worle. 
Even fo the (1) dews of grace;that ſweetly fall, 
From Goſpel (2) clonds, are bt (3) alike to all. 
The gracious ſoul doth (4) germinate and bud, 
But to the Reprobate it doth (5) no good. 
He's like the withered (6) tig-tree void of fruit 3 
A fearful curſe hath ſmote his very (7) reof. - 
The heart's made fat,the (9) eyes with blindneſs ſeal'd 3 
The piercingft truths the Goſpel ere reveal'd, 
Shall be to him but as the Sun and rain 
Are to obdurate rocks: ( 10 ) fruitleſs and vain. 
Be this your meditation when you walk 
By rocks, and fepny grounds, thus learn to talk 
With your own ſouls ; and let it.make you fear 
Leſt that's your caſe cHat'i4 Aeferibed here. 
This is the beſt improvement you can make. 
Of ſuch bad ground : good ſoul, I pray thee take 
Some pains about them 3; though they barren be, 
Thou ſeeſt how they may yield ſweet fruits to thee. 


—_—_—— 


| The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


63 


_ -O— — — 


CHAP. VIL 


The Plowman guides his Plow with care and 5kill. 
So doth the Spirit, in ſound convittion ſtill. 


OBSERVATION, 


|| T requires not only firength, but much $kill and judg- 
ment, to manage and guide the plow, The Hebrew word 
which we tranſlate to plow, 4ignifes to be intent, as an Ar-, 
tificer is about ſome curious piece of work. The plow muſt 
neither go too ſhallow nor too' deep in the earth 3 it mui 
not indent the ground by making crooked furrows, nor leap 
and make baulks in good ground 3 but be guided as to a jult 
depth ofcarth , ſo to caft the furrow in a tiraight line, that 
the floor or ſurface of the field may be made plain, As it is 
I/a:' 28. 25. And hence that expreſſion, Luke 9.62. Hethat 
puts bis band to the plow, and looks back, is not fit for the King- 
dom of Heaven, The meaning is, that as he that plows,mutt 
| have his eyes alwayes forward, to guide and direct his hand 
in caſting the furrows firaight and.even; ( for his hand will 
be quickly out when his eye isoff +), Sohe that heartily 
reſolves for heaven, muſt addie himſelt wholly and intently 
to the buſineſs of Religion, and not have his mind intangled 
with the things of this world,which he hath left behigd him ; 
whereby it appears, that the right management of the plow, 


requires as much $kill as ſtrength. 


APPLICATION. 


- Obſervation in ature, ſerves excellently to ſha» 
dow forth this propoſition in Divizity. That the work 
of the Spirit in conviricing and humbling the heart of a ſin- 
ner, is a work whercin much of thewildom,as well as power 
of God is diſcovered, The work of repentance and ſaving 


contri- 


———————_ 


Upon the 
plowing of 
Ccra-land. 
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contrition, is ſet forth in Scripture by this Metaphor jof 
plowing, Fer. 4+ 3+ Hoſ. 10. 12; Plow up your fallow ground ; 
that is, be convinced, humbled, and broken hearted for fin, 
And the reſemblance betwixt both thele works, appears in 
the following particular, 

(1) *Tis a hard and difficult work to plow, it's reckoned 
one of the painfulleſt manual labours. It is alſo a very hard 
thing to convince and humble the heart of a ſecure , tout , 
and proud finner, indurate in wickedneſs. What Lzther faith 
of a dejeted foul, That it 3s as eafie to raiſe the dead as to com- 
| fort ſuch a one. The ſame I may fay of the ſecure, confident 
ſinner. *Tis as eafic to rend the rocks,as to work ſaving con- 
trition upon ſuch a heart. Citins ex pamice aquam ; all the 
melting language and earneſt intreaties of the Goſpel, can- 
not urge ſuch a heart to ſhed a tear: Therefore it's called a 
heart of ſtone, Ezek, 36. 26, A firm rock, Amos 6. 12, 
$ball borſes run upon the Rock? will one plow there with Oxen 7 
yet when the Lord comes in the power of his Spirit, theſe' 
rocks do rend and yield tothe power of the word. 

'(2 }The-plow pierces deep into the boſome of the earthy 
makes ( as it were ) a deep gaſh or wound in the heartof it. | 
So doth the Spirit upon the hearts of Sinners, he pierces their 
very ſouls by. conviction, A&.2. 37. When they beard this they 
Fere icked ( or pierced point blank ) 80 #be beart. Then. the 
word divides the ſowl and Spirit, Heb. 4. 12.1t comes upon the 
conſcience with ſuch pinctting dilemma's,and tilts the (word 
of conviction fo deep into their fouls, that there is no ſtench- 
ing the bloud, no healing this wound, till Chriſt himſelf 
come and undertake the cure, Heres lateri lethalis arwnds ; 
this barbed arrow cannot be pulled out of their hearts by any 
but the hand that ſhot it in, Diſcourſe with ſuch a ſoul a- 
bout his troubles, and he will tell you, that all the forrows 
that ever he had in this world, 'lols of eſtate, health, chil- 
dren, or whatever clſc,are but flea-bitings to this 3 this ſwal- 
lows up all other troubles. Sec how that Chriſtian Niobe, 
Lake 7.38. is difſolved into tears. New deep calletb mn 
at the noiſe of bis water ſpones when the waves and billows of 
goover the ſol. Spiritual ſorrows are deep waters, in _ 

| t 
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| of parts united: {a5s-when a garment,or the.carth;onany con 


| the-Lprd:plows-up the heart of aſinber*. by; conviction, aber 
|the ſecrets ofhis heart are-made mianifelt;. 2: Cor. - 14-24, 25., 
-the-mot {eoret and ſhameful fins/will. then cas 3 - for-the ward 
| piereing 

\rgrrow 
-ofithe heart, 
1/b!e.oEain would the: ſhafling: ſinner conceal and hide his 
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the ſtoutelt and moſt - magnanimous ſoul would fink and 
drown, 'did not Feſis Chriſt by a ſecret-and ſupporting hand, 
hold it up by the chin, 

(3-) The plow rends the earth in parts and pieces, which 
before was united, and makes thoſc+ parts hang looſe, which 
formerly:layccloſs; +Thus doth the ſpirit of conviction rend 
inſunder. the heart; and /its moſt beloved luſts, - Foe.” 2. 13. 
Rent your. beards, and not your garments 3 that is, rather then 
your garments 3 for the fenſe1s comparative, though the ex- 
preſton be negative. And thisrending itmplyes,not only atute 
pain 3 fleſh cannot be rent aſunder without anguiſh; nor yet 
only force and viblence!y the heart is.a ubborn and -knotty 
picce, and will.noe eafity yield, but it:alſo implies a di union 


tinuous body isrent3. thoſe parts are ſeparated which, ftomer- 
ly cleaved-together,: Sin and the: Soul. were glewed faſt toge- 
ther befare, there was no- parting'of them , they would. as 
ſoon part with their lives, -as\witb-their'{»ſt5;3 but now-when! 
the heart. is rent for:them truely; it is alfo:rentfram them e-| 
verlaſtingly, Ezek; 7+ 15 to19s v 17 bs | 

(4) The plow turns up, and diſcovers fuch things as lay 
hid in the boforme of the earth before, and were covered un- 
der. a fair green- ſurface, from the eyesoft'menz \ Thus when 


of God is'qutick, and powerful, ſharperthan any tivo edged ſword, 
even #0:the dividing of theſaub and ſpirit, #be joynts- aud: 
, dds a quick diſcerner of the 1boughts,aud ſecret intents 
hi 4: 12. It makes the-fire burn iowardly, fo, 


(that the ſoulhath no reſt} till. confeſhon give a yent+ © trou | 


» 


(ame; but the word: follows him through all his ſinful ſhifts, 
and'brings him at laſt to behis own, both accuſer , witne(s 
andyudge- | | 

- (4) (The: work of the plow is but opus ordimabile 22. pre, 
parative-work, in order to. fruit, - Should the Hilsbandman/ 


plow his ground neveriſo often, yet it the ſeed bernot cali - 
K an 
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{ be reconciled 3 and yet, as angry as they were in that fit with: 


þ as much difference betwixt the tears which are forced by the 


| and quickned, in vain is the Harveſt expeQed. Thus convi- 
ion alſo is bur'a preparative to a farther work upon the ſoul 
of a fioner. If it tick there, and go no farther, it proves 
but an abortive or untimely birth. Many have gone thus- far, 
an] there they have ftuck 3 they have been like a field plow- 
ed, but not ſowed, which is a matter of trembling confide- 
ration 3- for hereby their fin <p and their 
| eternal miſcry ſo muck the more 1 O when a poot 
| damned creature ſhall with horror refle& npon himſclf in 
hell, how near was I once under ſuch a Sermon, to conver- 
fion * My fins were ſet in order before me, my conſcience | 
awakened and terrified with the guilt of them; many poer- 
poſes and reſolves I had then to turn to God,which had they 
been perfected by anfwerable executions, I had never come: 
to this place of torment 3 but there I ſiuck, and > armor 
eternal undoing, Many fouls have I known fo terrified wit 
che guilc of fin, that they have come roaring under horrors 
of conſcience to-the Preacher ; ſo that one would think fach 
a breach had bcen made between them and fin, as could never 


' fin, they have hug'd and imbraced them again. 
| (6) *Tis beſt ing when the carth is prepared and 
| mollified by the of rain, then the work goes on 
(weetly and cafily. And never doth the heart fo kindly melt, 
as when the clouds diffolve, and the free grace and 
love of Feſws Chrift comes ſweetly ſhowring down upon it 3 
' then it relents and mourns ingeniouſly, Exch, 16. 63. That 
thou mayeſt remember, and be conf, : wever open t 
"mouth any more beeanſe of thy ſhame, weomner þ 
| thee ſor all that thou baft done. So it was with thartpoorpeni- 


her the ſuper-abounding riches ofhis grace, in the pardon of 
her manifold abominationsz her heart melted within her, (he 
' waſhed the feet of Chrift with tears. And indeed, there is' 


terrors of the law , and thoſe which are extraQted by) the 
grace of the Goſpel, as there is betwixt thoſe of a condemn-! 


| ed malefator, who weeps to confider the p—_a 
| er 


tent, Lake 7.38. when the Lord Jeſus had diſcovered to | 


} 


E'3 


— 


| 


| 


[1 find s woman more bitter then dearb( faith penitent Solomon. 


unifies anode ons 


aun, ya, co the particular 


{any fin. the ſparing of one (in, is a furs 
: Har; Jy: Dapoonine 
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der, and thoſe of a pardoned malefacor, that receives his 
pardan at the foot of the ladder , and is melted by the mer-| 
cy and clemency of his gracious Prince towards him. 

(7) The plow kilts thoſe ranck weeds that grow in the 
field, turns them up by the roots, buries and rots them. So 
doth ſaving conviction kill fin at thexoot, makes the ſoul 
tick of it, begets indignation in the heart arp it, 2 Cor, 


7« Il, | The word: there che che Romack, | . 
and being angry even unto ; Relig wrath is the 


ferceſ} —_ now the ſoul cannot endure at it. 
Keel 7. 26, Convidion like a ſarket, makes the ſoul co | 
what it loved and ted ith. - 
heed That is not well plowed, where the plow jumps 
[4 , and makes baulks, it mult curn 
u the ors oral z and that heart is not favingly con- 
where any luſt is and left untouched. Saving 
toall fins, not tofin in gene- 
confeifion, I em a forner ? but tothe parti- 


III regs apy > 6 Of 
vations 0 pare gs thus and thus have 
[ done 3. to the fin of. wr waplr mr bebold I was 


ſhapen in iniquity, Pfal, $1. $I-5. v5 Kee aegumene how ar 


not trucly humbled for any fin. $0 
from. a fiudious concealment of a beloved fin, —_— ic —_— 
—— over any other aQtual fin- 

New ground .is much moxc eafily plowed than that 
ohh hog iring ot of ck 


O the 
got ſach 


means of. 
fon! Sin 


K2 my pe 
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comparcd with others, as Selomon ſpeaks, Eceleſ. 7. 28. One| 
man among a thouſand bave I found; '&c. ' Few that havelong 
refilted the Goſpe}, that cone afterwards to feel the ſaving 
ethcacy thereof. 3c 57 | | 


th RE F:EC:T1IO NS. 
| 1216 2269 3007 52) 4 $67 | 1 
L. '$; Grace, .for ener tobe admixed !: thket God ſhould ſend 
The true Cot ' forch his Ward and Spiritto plow up my hard and ſtony 
verts Reflei- | heart ! yea, mine, when he hath left ſo many of more tender, 
| ON, ingenious,. ſweet, and melting:1tempers without any culture 
| or . meanes of: grace;: O'blefled/Golpel! - heart 'diſſdlving 
voice ! I have felt chine &>hcacy,21 have experienced* thy 
divine and irrcfiftible- power'y; thou ;art indeed fharperthan 


any two-edged ſword, and wourideſti1q the heart 3; bur: thy 
wounds are the wounds of a friend. All the wounds thou haſt ! 
made in my ſoul, were ſo many doors opened tolet in Chit, 
all the, blows thou gaveft .iny caokieace, wee? bur-to- brat 
off, my ſoul from fing; which embraced and had raggined. 'to 
my evetlattingruine, hadfi- thou nor ſeparated « d me. 
O wiſe anl;merciful.Phyfitian;; thou: didfi;indeed tbind- me | 
| with cords of convidtian and dorrow. 3:: but it was-only-tocut 
out that ſtone in my heart;/which had killed me if is had cgn- 
| tinued there, Q,;, how.Aid-I Gruggle and oppoſe theey:ihs if 
p thou: hadſt come. with the (word of an enctny; rather than the 
| lance: and probe of a skilful and tender:hearted' Bly fician?? | 
Bleſſed be the day 'whierein 'my* fin was diſcoveredundrimbit- 
tered ! O happy forrows-which prepared for ſuch mriatchleſs | | 
joyes !  O bleſſedihand! which' turned my ſalt: waters into 
pleaſant wine; and after:maby'pangs and ſarrowscofrfoul | 
' didfi Bring forth the tian: child of deliveranceland! peaces!-c'>1 
SINE I But O, -what a;Rock yarns © LAT _ | 
| , that never:yet-was w 'and ſavingly>pi for ha: 
_— = the terrors of the: Law,” or melting voice.'of the Goſpel / | 
&ion. long have I ſate-under the word, but when did I feel a: re- 
t | lenting pang? .Omy ſoul /- my ſtupiticd ou] !-.thou: haſt got 
| | ah Antidote 'againli: repentarice,) but: haſt; thow any againſt 

| bell? + thou canſt keep out the'ſenle of fit now:, /bur art _ | 

"7 { pitch »h ; able 


—_— 


T 


| 


| 


otRanyag bat wind Fmy troubles bave waought no deli: 
et 


| then with the-dog 
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ableto keep off the terrors of the Lord hereafter ? It thou 
couldſit turn a deaf car to the ſentence of Chriſt in the day | 
of judgment, as eaſily as, thou doi ro the intreaties of Chriſt 
in the day of grace, it were ſomewhat 3 but ſurely there is 
no defence againſt that, Ah, fool that lam, to quench, 
convictions, unleſs I knew how to quench thoſe flames, tYey 
warn me of, | +: porafrani-- + 
And may not I challenge the firſt place arvong all the 
mourners in the world', who have loſt all thoſe convictions 
which at jfeveral times- came upon me under the word ? I 
have been often awakened by it, and filled with terrors and 
tremblings under it; but thoſe troubles have' ſoon, worn of 
again, and my heart (like water remoyed' from the fire.)re- 
turn'd to its native'coldieſs; Lord, what a diſmal cafe am 1 
in? Many convictions have'l choaked and tangled, which 


it mity be (hall never more be revived, until thou revive them | 


againſt me in judgment. '-T have been in pangs, and brought 


verance, nei m , my con» 


have ry laſts fallen betgr 


(cience indeed hats beer ſortietimes fjeK with fio, yea, o lack | 


as to vomit them up by ax extertiaF partial reformation : but 

Pavel returned again to my vomit, and 
now I doubt am' given oyer to'an heart that cannot repent. 
Oh that thoſe trayelling pangs could be quickened again !{ but 
alas 1 they are ceaſed; *-'1 am like 9 prifoner' eſcaped, and a; 
gain recovered, whorh' the Jaytor loads with double Jrons. 
Surely, O myfoub!: if thy ſpiritual troubles return not again, 
they are but gone back, to bring eternal troubles. _ It is with 
thee, O my foul ! as with a man whoſe bones have becn bro- 
ken and. not well ſet; who muſt, ("how terrible” ſbeyer_ it 
appear to him ) endure the pait of breakifg ati Ne 


again, itever he be made a ſound\man;/-© OthatT migtit ra- | 


ther chuſe to be the Object of hy wounding mercy, than' of 
thy ſparing cruelty ! if thou plow not'tip my heart again by 
compunCtion, I know it muſt be rent in pieces at latt by de- 
ſperation, i] 419 02.060 | cs {3 | 
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The Poem, 


& For if too (2) ſhallow, or too deep he goes 
The {ed is either buried, or elſe may 

To (3) Rooks and Daws become an cafic prey. 
This as a lively emblem, fitly may 


| Deſcribe the bleſſed ſpirits work and way : 


Whoſe work on ſouls, with chis doth ſymbolize 3 

Betwixt them both, thus the lyes. 

Souls are the (4) foy!, conviction is the (5) plow. 

Gods workmen (6 ) draw, the (ſpirit ſhews them how. 

He guides the work, —__—_ — doth (7) bleſs 

His workmens paines, with fweet and fair ſucceſs, - 

The heart prepar'd, he ſcatters in the ſeed 

ov nor ſeaſon , no fowl nor weed 
pi , or choak this ſpringing coen 3 

Till it be (8) in the heavenly barn, 

When thus (x) the ſpirit plows up the fallow 


When with ſach fruits, his ſervants work is (2) crown'd ; 


Let all the (3) friends of Chrifi, and ſoul 


| fay now ; 
As they paſs by theſe (Phi, het ron 
Sometirnes this plow (5) thin, ſhelfy ground doch turn. 
That little arte Cog: the beans burn. 
The reft uncovered lies, which fowls devour, 


Here's (1) skill in plowing, that the 'Plowman knows 
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Alas ! their heaxts were (6) touched, - but not with power, 


Ly 7) carcsand plcaſures of this world have drown'd 


T before it peep'd above the ground, 
So gens der the (3) faith chat ſome 
Do tafte the. powers of the world to come. 


Theſe (p,) Embroy's never come to timely birth, 
Becauſe the feed that's fown wants depth of carth. 
Turn up, O God, the bottom of my heart 3 

And to the ſeed that's fown, do thou impart 


| Thy choiceſt blefling. Thought (1) weep and mourn ; | 


In this wet ſced-time3 if I may return 


———— —_ 
_ 
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With ſhcaves of joy 3 theſe fully will reward 
| My paines, and forzows, be they ne're fo hard. 


ee NS 


CHAP. vill. 


The Choiceſt wheat is ſtill reſerv'd for ſeed, 
But gracious principles are Choice indeed. 


OBSERVATION. 


Usbandmea are very carcful and curious about their 
Seed-corn, that it may not only be clean and pure ,but 


Wheat. Many be 


lighter and 
from it, wherein they manifc their diſcreti- 
to the vigor and goodnefs of the Seed, the 


APPLICATIO N., 


i 

T4 choice and Principal Seed-corn with which the fields 
A. arcſowed, after they arc prepared for it, doth admi- 

mirably ſhadow forth thoſe excellent principles of grace in- 

fuſed into the regenerate ſoul. Their agreement, as they are 

both ſeed, is obvious in the ten following particulars, and 

their excellency above other principles in ſeven more. . 


hollow grain 
{ on, for accordi 
fruit and prod 


Seed yielding fruit, without humane induſtry 3 but ſince the 
curſe came upon it, it muſt be 
can be 
lineſs in his nature, but now they muſt be infuſed 


| "ration 


1 Thecarth at firſt naturally brought forth Coro, and every | 


Upon the ſeed 
Corn. 


Is 


4 
þ 


plowed and ſowed, or no fruit |. 
- So man at firſt had all the principles of ho- | ' 


i 


| 
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| pine nate. e,, 2 Pet. 14 4+. One dram of grace is far beyond 


| 11 that ebowcanſt defire ir nor 20 becompred with it, 


ration, or elſe his nature is as void of holineſs as" the barren 
and untilled defart is of Corr. ; 

The earlier the Seed is ſown, the better it is rooted and 
enabled to endure the aſperities of the [Winter 3 ſo when 
grace is early infuſed, when nature is ſandified in the bud , 
grace is thereby exceedingly advantaged. *Twas Timothies 
tingular advantage, that he knew the ſcriptures of a, 
Child. t \wpit 1 

Froſts and ſnows conduce very much. to.the well rooting 
of the ſeed, and makes it fpread and 'take root much the 
better, So do SinQified aflitions, which uſually the people 
of God meet with after their calling, and often in their very! 
Seed-time, 1 Theſe 1. 6. And you berame followers of usand 
of the Lord, having recezved the word in much affliflion. - Byt if 
they have fair weather then, to be ſure they (hall meet wich 
weather-hard enough afterwards, Heb. 10. 32: But call to re- 
membrgnce the former dayer; in which after ye were ilaminat:d, 
ye indured a great fight of affliftions, 1 oO ION 

When, the Sced "is .caft- into-the earth,” it niuſt be co» 
vered up by the harrow 3 the uſe whereof it Husbandry, is 
not only to lay a plain floor ( as they ſpeak ) but toopen and 
let in the Cornto the boſome of the earth, 'and thete cover it" 
up for its ſecurity, - from birds that would devotir'it; © Thus, 
doth the moſt wiſe God provide for the ſecurity of 'that 
grace, which he at firſt deſſeminated in the hearts of his peo- 
ple. He is as well the finiſher as the Author of their grace, 
Heb. 12. 2. Andof this they may be-confident,that he that 
hath begun a good work in them;will perform it unto the day 
of Chrift. . The care: of God over the graces of his people, | 
is like the covering; of the:ſted/for leclirity. ALL 
_ Seed-Corn is: in its owh nature,: of much *more value and 
worth than other Corn'z the Husbandman caſts in the pfinci- | 
pal wheat. - Soare the ſeeds of grace ſown in the renewed: 
ſoul; : for it's called, The ſeed of God, 1 John 3. 9. The Di- 


all the, glory, of this world's its -more precious than”, gold 
which-periſhes,; 1 Pet.” 25.7: Th? price of it is wy png 


T0: 3: ! Ts 
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©. The heavenly wſeofearthh things. 


There is a great deal of Spirit and vigour in a little Sced , 
though it be ſmall in bulk, yet it is great in vertue and cth 
cay. Gracious habits are allo vigorous and efticatious things. 
Such is their efficacy that they overcome the world, r Fob. 
5. 4 W|hatſoeve is born of God, overeometh the world. They 
totally alter and change the perſon in whom they are. He that 
perſecuted us in times paſt, now preacheth the faith which once 
Phe deſtroyed. They enable the foul to do and (utter great things 
tor God, Heb.11. 33, 34, 35» 

The'ftalk and car are potentially and virtually in a {mall 
grain of Corn. So are all the fruits of obedience which be- 
lievers afterwards bring forth to God, vertually contained in 
thoſe habits of ſeeds of grace. *Tis firange to conſider, that 
from a muliard-fced ( which as Chriſt faith is the leaſt of all 
ſeeds ) ſhould grow ſuch great branches, that the birds of the 
Air may build their nelis in them. Surely the heroical and 
famous acts and atchievements of th? moſt xrenowed be- 
lievers ſprang from ſmall beginnings at firſt, to that eminen-- 
cy and glory,  - 

The truitfulneſs of the ſeed depends upon the Sun and 
rain, by which they are quickened , as is opened largely in 
the next Chapter. And the principles of grace in us have as: 
neceſſary a 'dependance_upon the Aſhſting and exciting grace 
without us. For though itbe true, they are immortal ſeeds ; 
yet that is not ſo. much from their own ſtrength, as from the 
promiſes made to them, and that conſtant influx from 
above, by which they are revived and preſerved from time to 
time. . 

[The feed is fruitful in ſome ſoyls more than in others, 
proſpers much better, and comes ſooner to maturity. So doth 
grace thrive better, and grow faſter in ſome perſons than in 
others. Your faith groweth exceedingly, 2 Thef. 1. 3. Whilſt the 
things that are in others are ready to die, Rev. 3.2, Though no 
mans heart be naturally a kind ſoyl to grace, yet doubtleſs 
once is more advantaged in ſome diſpoſitions than in 0- 
eners, -. 

And laſtly, their agreement as Seed appears in this , the 

Seed-corn is (cattercd into all parts of the field, as propor: 

L tionably 
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tionably and equally as .may be. So is grace diffus'd into all 
the faculties, judgment, will, and all the affeQionsareſowed 
with theſe new principles, The God of peare ſanttifie you whol- 
ly, 1 The. 5. 23- 

And thus;you fee, whyprinciples.of grace aret called Sced, 
Now in-thenextiplace, (which'is the waning 
and mainly deſigned inthis Chapter) to ſhew you the:choire- 
neſs and excellency of - theſe holy principles wich whittfan* 
Rified ſouls are embelltſht and adorned, 'and toconvince you 
that true grace -excels-all other principles, by which other 
perſons areated, even as the principal wheat doth the chaff, 
and refuſe ſtuff, L(hall 'here inflitute a compariſon betwixe 
grace, and the moſt ſplendid common gifts in the world , 
and its-tranſcendent cxcellency above them all will evident- 
ly appearin the ſeven following particulars. 

The moſt excellent common gifts come out of the 'com- 
.mon treaſury of God's bounty, 'and that ina natural way, 
they. are but the improvement of a-mans natural abilities 
or ( a5 one calls them ) the ſparks of nature blown up by the 
wind of a more:benign and-liberal edncation 3 but principles 
| of grace are of a divine and heavenly original and extraction 
not.educed or xaiſed fromnature, but fu urally infuſed 
-by theSpirit-from on high} Fob. 3.6. which is born of 
the fleſh is fleſh and that which is born of the ſpirit is Piris. When 
-a foul is ſanQified by them, be partake of the divine nature , 
2 Pet. 1. is born mot of fleſh, nor of blood, nor of the will of 
"man, but of God, Fob. 1.13. In this reſpe they differ from 
gifts, as the heavenly Manna which was rained down from 

aven, differs froin common bread, which by paines and in- 
dufiry the carth-praduces in a natural way. 

The beſt natural gifts :afford not that ſweetneſs: and (olid 
comfort to'the ſoul that grace doth-3 they are but -a dry fialk 
that affords no meat for aſoul to feed on. A man may have 


righteous, and joy: for. the upright in beart. All truc pleaſures 


an underſtanding full of light, and an heart void of comfort 


at the ſame time. but grace is a fountain of pureſt living 
ſtreams of peace and .comtort, 1 Pet- 1. 8. Believing we ve-- 
Joyce with joy unſpeakable and full of glory : light is ſown for the 


and 
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and delights are (eminally in grace, Pſal. 97. 11. they arc 
ſown for them in theſe divine and heavenly graces , which 
are glory in-the bud, 

Gifts. adorn the perſon, but do not ſecure the ſoul from 
wrath. A man may be admired for them among men, and 
rejeQed eternally by God, Who can confideratcly read that 
| fixth-Chapter of the Hebrews, and not tremble to think in 
what a forlorn caſe a ſoul may be, though ſer off and accom- 
pliſht with the rareſt end sof this kind, Mat. 7. 22. 
We read, that many ſhall-lay to Chrift in that day , Lord , 
Lord, have we not prophefied in thy name, and inthy name 
caſt out devils, &c, and: yet themſelves at laſt caſt out as a 
Prey: to Devils, How divinely and rhetorically did a Balasm 
{peak and prophetic, Num. 23. What rare and excellent 
parts had the Seriber and Phariſees? Who-upon that account 
[were ſtiled prixcipes ſecxli, the Princes of the world, 1 Cor. 
'2, 8, What profound and excellent parts had the Heathen 
Sager and Philoſophert? Theſe things are fo far from fecuri 
the-ſoul againſi, the wrath to. come, that they G— 
it A ——_ and are as oyl to wy berry wang burn- 
ings, of xj. own principles are the w han oengies, 
ny-and ſalration in them. Theſe are the things on 
which the iſes of Salvation run-3 and theſe treafures arc 
never but in-cle& veſſels. Glory is by promiſe aſſured 
and made over to him that poſſeſſes them. There is but a lit- 
tle point of &me, betwixt him and the glorificd ſpirits above. 
And how inconfiderable a matter is a little time, which con» 
tracts and winds up apace ?For wow is or ſalvation nearer than 
\ wben we believed. And hence the ſcriptures ſpeaks of them as 
alrcady ſaved, Rom. 8. 24- We are ſaved by bope, becaulc its 
asſureas if we were in heaven. - We are made to (it in heaven- 
ly places. . 

Gifts may damnifie the perſon that poſſeſſes them and it 


ver had them. Knowledge (faith the Apoſtle) Pauffeth wp,1 Cor. 
8. 1. maketh the ſoul proud and flatulent, *Ts a hard thing 


4 oF: 


Heb. 6. Things that accompa- | 


may be better in reſpe& of a mans own condition he had ne- [ 


to know much, and not to know it toomuch. The Saints|- 


Like a precious 
ſtone fn a 
roads head. 
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knowledge is better than the Schollarsz; for he hath his own 
heart inftead of a Commentary to help him. Ariſtotle (aid 
a little knowledge about heavenly things, though conjeQuural, 
is better than much of cafthly things, though certain. - The 
world by wiſdom knew not God ( (aith the Apolile, 1 Cor. 1. 21,) 
(z. e. ) their learning hanged in their light , they were too 
wiſc to ſubmit to the limplicity of the Goſpel. The-exce!- 
lent parts of the old+ Hereticks, - did but ferve to midwife in- 
to the world the monſtrous birth of ſoul-damining hereſies.. 
Cupit abs te ornari diabolus, as Auſtin ſaid to that ingenious 
young Scholler; The devil deſires to be adorned by thee, 
But now grace in its ſelf is not ſubje& to ſuch abules , it can- 
not be the proper univocal cauſe of any evil effe& : It cannot 
puff up the heart, but alwayes humbles it 3 nor ſerve the de» 
vils deſigns, but ever oppoſes them. 

Gifts may be givena man for the ſake of others, and not 
out of love to himſelf, they are but as an excellent diſh of 
meat which a man ſends to a nurſe, not for her ſake ſo much 
as for his Child that ſucks her. God indeed makes uſe of 
them to do his children good, the Church is benefitted by 
them, though themſelves are but like Cooks, they prepare 
excellent diſhes on which the Saints feed, and are nouriſhed, 
though themſelves taſt them- not. They dons miniftrantia 
non ſanfificantia, miniſtring but not ſanQitying gifts, pro: 
ceeding not from the good will of God to him that hath 
them, but to thoſe he benefits by them. And oh, what a ſad 
conſideration will this be one day to ſuch a perſon, to think , 
o_ ſuch a foul to heaven, whileI my ſelf muſt lodg in 

ell? 

Sin in the raign and power of it, may cohabit with the 
moſt excellent natural gifts under the ſame roof, I mean in 
the ſame heart, Aman may have the tongue of an Angel. 
and the heart of a Devil. The wiſdome of the Philoſopbcrs 
{ faith LaGantins ) non excindit vitia ſed abſcondit, did not root 


. | out, but hide their vices. The learned Phariſees were but 


painted ſepulchers ; gifts are but as a fair glove drawn over 
a foul hand. But now grace is incompatible with Sin in do- 
minions it purifies the heart, A&. 15.9. cleanſes the con- 
ſcience 


—_— 
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(cience, Heb. 9. 14. Crucifi:s the aff.Qions and luſts of the 
flelh, Gal. 5. 24. is not content with the concealment, but 
ruine of cried. 

| ZE Gifts p 

ledge, that ſhall ceaſe. All fleſh is graſs and the goodlineſs of it 
a5 the flower of the graſs 3 the graſi withers, the flower fadub , 


times they leave a man before death. One knock, if it hit 
right (as one faith) may make a wiſe man a fool, _ but to be 
ſure,they all leave us at death. Doth not bis excellency which is 
in bim, go away? Job -4. 21. yea, then all natural excellency 
depar:'s. Dcath firips the ſoul of all thoſe ſplendid orna- 
ments, «then the rhetorical tongue is ſtruck dum; the nim- 
ble wit and curious phanſie, ſhall entertain your ears with no 
more pleaſant diſcourſes. Nanquam joecos dabis, as Adrian 
faid to his departing ſoul 3 but grace aſcends with the ſoul 
into eternity, and there receives its perfeQtian and accom- 
pliſhmenr.. Gifts take their leave of the foul, as Orpha did 'of 
| Naomi ;, but grace faith, then as Rath, where thou goeſt 1 
will go, and where tbo lodgeſt I will lodge,and nothing ſhall ſe- 
parate thee and me. Now pyg allthis together and then judge 
whether the Apoſtle ſpake hyperbolyes, whey he ſaid, Cover 
earneſtly tbe beſt gif , and yet I ſhew unto you a more excellent 
way, 1 Cor. 12. wlt. And thus you have the choiceneſs of 
thele principles alla - 


REFLECTIONS. 


The lines are fallen to me in a pleaſant place, may the gra® 
cious foal fay. How defe@ive ſoever I am in gifts yet 
bleſſed be the Lord, who hath ſown the ſeeds of true grace 
in my heart. What though I am not famed and honoured a- 
mong men, let it ſfuthce me that I jam precious in the eyes 
of the Lord. Though he hath not abounded to me in gitts of 
natures. yet bleſſed be the God and Father of my Lord Feſus Chrift 
who bath abownded to me in all fpiritual bleſſings, in beavenly pla- 
ces, in Chriſt Feſur, Eph. 1. 3. Is not a true jewel, though 


muſt leave us at laſt. Whether there be know | 


but the word of the Lord abideth for ever, Ila. 40.6, 8. Many | 


On, 


ſparn'din the dirt, more precious than a falſe one, thou lj 
x et 


The gracious 
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The deceived 
ſouls Re- 
fleRion. 


ſet in gold ? Why att thou troubled,O my ſoul, for the want 
of thete things which — may have? and art not ra- 
ther admiring and blefhing God for thoſe things which none 
but the darliogs and favourites of heaven can have? is not an 
ounce of pure gold more valuable than many pounds of 
guilded braſs? what though the dews of Helicon deſcend not 
upon my bead, if in the mcan time the ſweet influences of 
Sion fall upon my heart? O my God ! how much ſoever 0- 
thers areclated by the light of their knowledge, I have cauſe 
with humility to adore thee for the heavenly heat with which 
thou haſt warmed my affeRions. 

Pauſe a while my ſoul apon this point. With what ſeed 'is 
my heart ſown, and of what kind are thoſe things wherein 1 | 
excel others? are they indeed fpeciall ſeeds of grace, or 
common gifts and naturall excellencies ? If the latter, little 
cauſe have I to pride my ſelf in. them, - were they ten thou- | 
ſand. times more then they arc. If theſe things be indeed | 
che things that accompany ſalvation, the ſeed of God, the 
true and real work of grace, Then (1) how comes it to paſs- 
that I never found any throws or travelling pangs in the be | 


duRion of them ? Its affirmed, arll generally acknowl 
that the new creature is never brought forth. without 
pains, and compundions of heart, AZ. 2.37. I have in- 
deed often felt an aking bead, whilſt I have read and fiudicd | 
to increaſe my knowledge 3 but when did I feel an aking 
heart for fin? Oh, I begin to ſuſpeR, that it is not right. 
Yea, (2) and my fufpition increaſes whiles I confider that. 
| grace is of an humbling nature, z Cor. 15, 10. Lord,how 
have I been clated by my gifts and valued my ſelf above 
what was micet? O how haveT delightcd in the noiſe of the 
Phariſees trumpet ! Mat. 6. 2. No mufick (o ſiveet as that. 
Say, O my conſcience, have I not delighted more _in the 
| Theater, than thecloſet ? in the praiſe of men, than the ap-' 
probation of God ? Oh, how many evidences doſt thou pro- 
duce againſt me? Indeed theſe are fad fymptoms that I Gn 


[= thee, but there is yet another which renders thy caſe 


more ſuſpitious yetz yea,that which thou canſt make no ra- 
tional defence againſt, even the incffeQualneſs of all thy 1 
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beyond all diſpute, that gifts may, -but grace cannot conſiſt 
without mortification of fin, Gal. 5. 24. Now what luſt hath 
| fallen before "theſe excellent iparts of 'mine-? Doth not 
| pride, paſſion, covetouſneſs, and'indeed the whole body of 

fin live and thrive in meas much av ever ? - Lord, T yield the 
cauſe, I can defend it no longer againſt my conſcience, which 
 cafis and condemns me'by full-proof, to be but ina wretched, 
curſed lamentable ſtate, notwithfianding all 'my knowledg 


Lord! that I had the 'fincerity of the pooreſt Saint; th 
IT ſhould loſe the: apphauſe of-all my /parts : with theſe I fee 


of heaven. 


| —————_— —_ 


The Poem. 


Reat difference betwixt that'feed is found, x 
With which you ſow your ſeveral plots of ground. 


The cheaper Bartey, «nd the courfer 
Though in themſelves they good and wholfome are 3 
Yet theſe with choiceft wheat may not compare, 
| Mens hearts like fields are ſowed with different grain 3 
' Somebaſer, ſome more noblez ſome again 
Excelling (2) both the former : more than wheat 
Excels that grain, your ſwine, and horſes cat. 
For principles of meex morality, 
Like Cammin, Barley, Fitches, Peaſe, or Ryc: 
In thoſe mens hearts arc often to be found, 
Whom yet the Scripture calleth (3) curſed ground. 
And nobler principles than theſe ſometime 
CaP'd (4) commongrace, and ſpiritual gifts which ſhine 
In ſome mens heads, where is their habitation 3 
36 uy are no companions of Salvation. 

{ purchaſe (5) honour both from great and ſmall; 


' gifts and knowledge to mortific any-one' of all thy lufts, It's 


and flouriſhing gifts. 'O ſhew me a -more excellent way | 


I may go to hell, but without ſore 'better thing, no hope | 


Seed-wheadtYoth'farexcel in'(1) dignity, | (1) Ifa.28.25, 
Co 


(2)Prov.12.26 | 


| 


(3)Mat.19.20,} 
(4) Heb. 6. g. |. 


(5)! RENE k 


But I muſt tell thee that if this be all; Though 
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(5)1 Cor. 13.1, 


7) Mar; 5 22, 


| (8)Rom.10.10 


(9) Gal. 6. 8, 


(1) 1 Cor. 12, 
31s 


Upon ſpring- 
ing weather 
afre Seed time 


———— 


Though like an (6) Angel in thele gifts thou ſhine, 
Amongſt blind mortals, for a little time: 

The day's at hand, when ſuch as thou muſt take 
Thy lot with (7) devils in th'infernal lake. 

But principles of ſpecial ſaving grace, 

Whoſe ſeat is ia the (8) heart, not head or face; 
Like (ollid wheat, ſown in a fruitful held 

Shall ſpring and flouriſh, and at laſt will yield 

A glorious ('9) harveſt of eternal reſt , 

To him that nouriſh'd them within his breaſt, 

O grace ! how orient art thou ! how divine / 

W hat is the glory of all (x) gifts to thine! 
Diſſeminate this ſeed within my heart, 

My God I pray thee, though thou ſhouldſi impart 


.The lels of gifts; then I may truly ſay, 


That thou hati ſhew'd me, the more excellent way. 
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CHAP. IX 


By heavens influence, Corn and plants do ſpring, - 
Gods ſhowers of grace do make his valleys ſing. 


Es c_—_— . _ —_— 
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OBSERVATION. 


He earth after that it is plowed and fowed, muſt be wa- 
tered and warm'd with the dews and influences of hea- 
ven, or no fruit can be expe&ed. It God do not open to you 
his good treaſure, the heavens to give rain unto the Land in 
its ſeaſon, and bleſs all the work of your hands, as it is, Dew. 
28, 12, The earth cannot yield her increaſe. The order and 


-dependance of natural cauſes in the produQtions of fruit, is 


excellently deſcribed, Hoſ.' 2. 21.22. T will bear tbe bea- 
vens, and they ſhall bear the earth and the earth ſhall hear the 
corn, and wine, and Oyl, and they ſhall bear Jezreel. Fezreel 


_muſt 
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muſt have corn, ard wine,ind Oyl,or they cannot live 3 they 
cannot Have it, unleſs the earth bring it forth, the carth can- 
not bring it forth without the heavens, the heavens cannot 
yield a drop unſefs God hear them that is; unlock and o- 
pen them, * Natuve and natural cauſes are nothing elſe bat 
the order in which God works. This ſome Heathexs by the 
light of nature acknowledged, and therefore when they went 
to plow in the morning , they did lay one hand upon the 
plow ( to ſpeak their own part to be painfulneſs) and hold up 
the other hand to Ceres the Goddeſs of Corn, to ſhew, that 
their expeCation of plenty was from their ſuppoſed Deity. 
I fear many Chriſtians lay both hands to the plow,and(eldom 
lift up heart or hand to God, when about that work, 
There was an husbandman ( ſaith Mr. Smith )that alwayes 
ſowed g 00d Seed, but never had good Corn 3 at laſt a neigh- 
bour came to him, and faid, I will tell you what probably 
may be the cauſe of it ? It may be (aid he ) you do not ſteep 
your Seed 3 no truly, ſaid the other, nor ever did I hear that 
Seed muſi be ſteeped 3 yes ſurely, (aid his neighbour, and I 
will tell you how, it muſt be ſteeped in prayer. When the 

arty heard this, he thanked him for his counſel, reformed 
his fault,and had as good Corn as any man whatſoever. Sure- 
ly, it is not the Husbandmans, but God ſteps that drop 
|Otnefs Alma Mater terra, the earth indeed is a fruittul mo- 
ther, but the rain which fecundates and fertilizes it, hath no 
other father but God, Fob 38. 28, 


APPLICATION: 


A® impoſlible it is (in an ordinary way ) for ſouls to be 
made fruitful in grace and holineſs, without the dews, 
and influences of Ordinances and the blefling of God upo 
then, as for the earth to yicld her fruit without the natural 
influences of heaven; for look, what dews, ſhowers, and 
cleer ſhinings after tain are to the fields, that the word and 
Ordinances of God are to the ſouls of men. My doirine 
ſhall drop as the rain, my ſpeech ſhall diſtil as th: dew, as the ſmall 
rain upon the tender berb, and as the ſhowers upon the graſs , 
M Deut. 
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De-uti, 32.2. For as the rain and ſnow cometh down from heaven 
and watereth the earth, aud maketh it bring forth and bud; ſo 
ſhall my word be that goeth forth of my mouth, Ila. 55. 10, 11. 
And as the doftrine of the Goſpel is rain, ſo Golpel Mini- 
{t:xs are the clouds in which thoſe heavenly vapours are 
bound up. The reſemblance lyes in the following parti- 
culars. 

The rain comes from heaven, As 14. 17. He gave us 
rain from beaven and fruitful ſeaſons, &c. The doctrine of 
the Goſpel is alſo of an heavenly extra@ion and deſcent, 
they are heavenly truths which are brought to you in earthen 


' veſſels things that were hid in God, and come from his bo- 


24 


; ſom, Eph. 3. 9- What Nicodemus faid of Chriſt, is in a pro» 


portion true of every faithful diſpenſer of the Goſpel, Thox 
"art a teacher come from God, Joh. 3. 2. You are not to look 
upon the truths which Minitiers deliver, as the meer effects 
and fruits of their inventions and parts, they are but the 
Conduits through which thoſe celeſtial waters are conveyed 
to you, *Tis all heavenly, the Officers from heaven, Eph. 4. 12. 
Their Dodrine from heaven, Eph. 3.8, 9. The efficacy and 
ſacceſs of it from heaven, 1 Cor. 3.3» That Ireceivedof the 
Lord ( faith Paul) that have T delivered unto you, 1 Cor. 11,23, 
The ſame may every Goſpel Miniſter ſay too. That's the 
ficſt. 

And then (zly) The rain falls by divine direction and 
appointmentz He canſes it to rain upon one city and #ot upon 
another, Amos, 4.7. You ſhall often (ce a cloud diſſolve and 
ſpend it ſelf upon one place, when there is not a drop within 
a few miles of it, Thus is the Goſpel ſent to ſhed its rich in- 
Auences upon one place, and not upon another ; It pours 
down ſhowers of bleſſings upon one Town or Pariſh, whilR 
others are dry like the ground which lay neer to Gideons wet 
fleece, To you is the word of this ſalvation ſent, Act. 13. 26, 
Sent, it comes not by chance, but by Commiſſioz and appoint- 
ment, and its ſent to yore by ſpecial dirc&tion. Miniſters can 
no more go whither they pleaſe, than the failing clouds can 
move againſt the wind. Pawl and Timothy,two fruitful clouds 
( that ſent down many ſweet refrefhing ſhowers upon every 


place 
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place whither they came ) the Lord ſent them through Phyy- 
gia and Galatia but torbad them to preach the word in Aſia, 
Afs. 16.6, Ani when they efſayed to go into Bitbynia, 
the ſpirit ſuffered them not, v. 7. But a man of Macedonia ap- 
pears to Paxl in a viſion, and prayed him, ſaying, come over 


cal, as well a3 the #atxral clouds, arc moved according to di- 
vine counſel 3 and though Miniſters are not now diſpoſed to 
their relpeQive places, in ſuch an extraordinary way, yet 
there is fill a ſpecial hand of the Spirit guiding their mo- 
tions, which is ſeen partly in qualifying them or ſuch a peo- 
ple, and partly in drawing out their hearts to elect and call 
them, and inclining their hearts to accept the call. 

There is a great deal of difference in the ſhowers of rain 
that fall upon the earth, Sometimes you have an haſty 


but it's gone preſently, the earth hath but little benefit by it 
and ſometimes you havea ſweet, gentle, foaking rain, that 
moderately ſoaks to the root and refreſhes the earth abun- 
dantly, This is called #b: ſmall rain, and the former, z#he great 
rain of his ſtrength, Fob 37.6. So it is in theſe ſpiritual ſhow- 
ers, the eftets of ſome ſermons, (like a ſudden ſpout of rain-) 
are very tranſient ; that touch the heart a little for preſent 
by way of conviction or comfort, but it fleets away imme- 
diately, Foam. 1.23. At other times the Goſpel like a ſetled 
moderate rain, foaks to the root, to the very heart. So did 
that ſweet ſhower which fell, 4&s 2.37. Ir ſearcheth the 
root, it went to the heart; the influences'of it are lome- 
times abiding, and do much longer remain in, and retrcth 
the heart, than the rain doth the earth. There be effects lett 
in ſome hearts, by ſome Ser mons and duties, that wil! ne- 
ver out of it ſolong as they live, I will never forget thy precepts, 
for by them thou haſt quickened me, Pſal. 119. 92. 

The rain is moſt beneficial to the earth, when there come 
(weet, warm Sun- blaſts with it, or after it. This the fcripture 
calls, a clear ſhining after rain, 2 Sam, 23. 4+ by which the 
ſeminal vertwe of the earth is drawn forth, and then the herbs 
and' flowers, and Corn ſprout abundantly. So it is with 


to Macedonig and help us, . v. 9. Thus you ſee, how the myſti> 


(ſhower, which makes the wayes fleet, and the fireets run , 
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| but never was ſhower of rain ſo ſweetly rctre(hing to the 


| ſett.t the furrows thereof, thou makeſt it ſoft with ſhowers, thou 


Goſpel ſhowers, when the Sun of righteouſneſs opens upon 
poor fouls under the word, darting down the beams ot grace 
and love upon them, whilſt they arc attending on it, ( juſt as 
you ſometimes ſee a {weet ſhower fall while the Sun ſhines: 
out ) O how comfortable is this ! and effcual to melt the 
heart ! and as the warm rain is molt refreſhing, fo when the 
word comes warmly , from the melting aftcCtions of the 
Preacher, who imparts not only the Goſpe)], but his own 
ſoul with it, 1 Theſ. 2. 8. This doth abundantly more good 
than that which drops coldly from the lips of the unattected 
ſpeaker. 

Showers of rain do exceedingly refreſh the earth, as a man 
is refreſhed by a draught of water , when his ſpirits are even 
(pent, O how welcome is a ſhower to the thirſty ground | 
Hence the little hills are (aid to rejoyce on every fide, yea to | 
ſhout for joy, and fing when a ſhower comes, Pſal. 65. 12, 13. 


thirſty earth, 'as Golpel-ſhowers are to gracious hearts, 
Col. 4. 8. It comforts their very hearts, What joy was 
there in Samaria, when the Goſpel came to that place ? As 
8. $. le revives the ſoul, its mel in ore, melos in aure, Jubiluns | 
in corde, honey in the mouth, melody in the car, and a very 
Jubilee in the heart. 

Rain is neceſſary at Seed-time, to make ready the earth , 
to reccive the Seed, Pſal. 65.9,10. Thorn viſiteſt the earth , 
and watereſt it; thou greatly -nricbeſt it with the'river of God , 
which is full of water , thou prepareſt them corn, when thou haſt 
ſo provided for it » thou watereſt the ridges thereof abundantly,thou 


bleſſeft the fringing thereof. And this the Scripcure calls the 
tornmier rain. And as this is neceſſary about Seed-time, fo the 
latter rain 1s as needſul about caring-time, to diſcloſe the 
ear, and to bring it to perfeQionz both thele are great 
bleſſings to the earth, and conduce to a plentiful harveſt, Foel 
2.23,24+ Beglad then ye Children of Sion, and rjoyce in the 
Lord your God, for be bath given you the former rain modcrately, 
and be will cauſe to come down for you the rain, the furmer and 
the latter rain in the firſt month, and the floors ſhall be full of 

whea; 
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wheat, and the faces ſhall cuerflow with wine and Oyl. Thus the 
Goſpel hath a double uſe and benetit alſo. It's neceſſary as 
the former rain at Seed-time , it cauſcs the firli ſpring of 
grace 10 the heart, Pſal. 19.7, And there could be, ( in an 
ordinary way) nofpring ot grace without it, Prov, 29. 18, 
And as this former rain is neceſſary to cauſe the firſt (ſpring 
of grace, ſoallo it hath the uſe of the latter rain to ripen 
thole precious fruits of the Spirit in the fouls of Believers , 
Eph. 4+ 11,12, 13. He gave ſome Apoſtles,” and ſome Pro- 
phets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and teachers, for 
the perfeAing of the Saints, for the work of the Miniſiry for the 
edi'ying of the body of Chriit, till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, 10 a perfeti man ,, 
#nto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Were all 
the eleft converted unto God, yet fill there would be a neceth- 
ty of a Goſpel Miniſiry, 

After a great glut of rain, uſually there comes a drought ; 
*tis a common Countrey Proverb Wet and dry pay one another. 
And truly when a people are glutted with a fulne(s of 
Goſpel-mercies, it's uſual with God to ſhut up and reſtrain 
the Goſpel-clouds, that for a time ( at leaſt ) there be no 
dews upon them, and thereby teach them to prize their d:- 
ſpiſed (becauſe common) mercies at an higher rate, For as 
a good man once ſaid , mercies are beſt known by the back , 
and moſt prized when moi wanted. In thoſe dayes the word of 
the Lord was precious, there was no open viſion, 1 Sam. 3+ 1. It 
is with ſpiritual as with temporal food, ſlighted when plen- 
reous, but ifa famine once come, then every bit of bread 
is precious. Feruſalem remembred in the dayes of her 2Mli- 
Rion, and of her miſery, all her pleaſant things that ſhe had 
in the dayes of old, Lam. 7.7. *Tis both a ſinful and dan- 
gerous thing to wantonize with Goſpel-mercies, and deſpiſe 
the plaineſt (if faithful) Minil'e;s of the Gofpel. The 
time may come when you may be glad of che plaineft Ser | 
mon , from the mouth of the meancit Embaſſador of 
Chritt, » | 
To conclude, the prayers of Saints are the keys that open 
and ſhut the natural clouds, and cauic them. either to give 
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out, or with-hold their influences, Fames 5. 18. Elias was a 
man ſubject to like paſſions as we are, and he prayed earneſtly that 
it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth, by the ſpace of 
three years and ſix months \, and he prayed again, and the hea- 
ens gave rain,and the earth brought forth fruit. God hath ſub- 
jeted the works of his hands, to the prayers of his Saints, 1ſas 
45-11, 

Prayer is alſo the golden key which opens theſe myſtical 
Goſpel-clouds, and diſſolves them into {weet gracious ſhow- 
ers. God will have the whole work of the Miniltry carricd 
on by the prayers of his people, they firlt obtain their Mini- 
ſters by prayer, Like 10. 2. Pray ye the Lord of the Harveſt 
to ſend forth labourers into the vineyard. It is by the help of 
prayer, that they are carried on,and enabled to exerciſe their 
Miniſtry, They may tell their people as a great General 
once told his Souldiers. That be flew upon their wings. Pray 
for me (faith the great Apoſile)zhat wtteraxce may be given me , 
that I may open my mouth boldly, 20 make known the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, Eph. 6. 19. Yea, by the Saints prayers it is, that 

Minilters obtain the ſucceſs and fruits of their labours , 
Thbſſe. 3. 1. Fixally brethren, pray for us, that the word of the 
Lord may have free courſe, and be glorified, even as it is with you. 
And thus you have the Metaphor opened. Now, Oh ! that 
theſe truths migh ccme down in fweet ſhowers upon the 
hearts both of Miniſters and people, in the following RefleRi- 
ONS. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Aml then a cloud ? and is my dodrine as rain to water the 
Lords inheritance? 4 and yet do I think it much to be toſſed 
up and down by the furious winds and ſtorms of perſecution? 
do I not fee the clouds above me in continual motions and 
agitations? and ſhall I dream of a fixed fetled ſtate? No 
falſs Teachers, who arc clouds without rain , are more 
likely to enjoy that, than T. Which of all the Prophets have 
not been toſſed and hurried worſe than I? Ar 7.52, He 


that will not let men alone to be quiet in their lufts , muſt 


cx. 


— _— 
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expect but little quiet from men in this life. But it is e-| 
nough Lord, that arcſt remaineth for thy ſervant, let me be 
lo wile tofecure a refit to come, and. not fo vain to expett it 
on earth. 

And, O that I might ſtudy thoſe-infirudting clouds, from 
which, as from the bottles of heaven, God pours down re- 
freſhing ſhowers to quench and fatishe the thirſty earth ! in 
this may I reſemble them, and come amongſt the pcople of 
the Lord, in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt » 
Rom. 15. 29, O let not thoſe thirſty fouls that wait for me 
as for the rain, Fob 29.23. Return like the Troops of Tema, 
aſhamed with their heads covered, Job 6. 19. O that my lips 
might refreſh many ! l:t me never be like thoſe empty 
clouds, which deceive the hopes of thirſty ſouls 3 but let my 
dodrine deſcend as the rain and diftil as the dew, and let 
that plot of thine inheritance which thou haſt aſligned to me, 
be as the field which the Lord hath bleſſed. 

Once more, lift up thine eyes to the clouds, and behold, 
to how great an height the Sun hath mounted them, for by 
reaſon of their ſublimit y it is that they are called the clouds 
of heaven, Mat. 24.30 Lord, let me be a cloud of heaven 
too ! Let my heart and *converſation be both there! who 15 
more advantaged*for an heavenly life than I? heavenly truths 
are the ſubjects of my daily ſtudy, and ſhall earthly things be 
the obje<&s of my daily delights and loves ? God forbid, that 
ever my earthly converſation ſhould contradi& and ſhame 
my heavenly calling and profeſſion, Shine forth thou glorious 
Sus of righteouſnels, and my heart ſhall quickly be attracted 
and mounted above theſe vitible clouds, yea, and above the 
alpeRable heavens. 

Is the Goſpel rain, and its Miniſters clouds? Wo 15 me 
then, that my habitation is upon the mountains of Githoa , 
where there are no dews! Ah fad lot, that I ſhould be hke 
Gideons dry fleece, whilſt the gronnd round about me is wet 
with the dew of heaven ! O thou that commandelt the clouds 
above, and openelt the windows cf heavenz remember , 
and refreſh this parched wilderneſs, whcicin I live, with 
ſhowers o grace, that we may not be as the heath in the 


deſart 


3 Refledtians 
for private 
Chriftians. 

'P 
For thoſe that 
want a Goſpel- 
Miniſtry, 


% 
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| 3. 

For thoſe that 
enjoy a Goſpel 
Miniſtry. 


|-For unprofita- 
ble hearers. 


(1) Ifa.44. 14 
-| (2) Deut. 28. 


I2, 


——— 


eons <a 


deſart, 'which ſeeth not when good cometh, nor inhabit the 
parched places of the wilderneſs. 

O Lord, thou haſt caulcd the heavens above me to be black 
with clouds, thou openeſt the celeſtial caſements from a- 
bove, and daily ſendeft down ſhowers of Goſpel-bleflings 
O that I might be as the parched carth under them ! not tor 
barrenneſs, but for thiritineſs. Let me (ay, My ſoul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth (or the Courts of the Lord: that I might there 
(ze the beauty ot the Lord. Doth the ſpungy earth ſo gree- 
dily ſuck up thz ſhowers, and open as many mouths as there 
are clefts init, to receive what the clouds diſpenſe? and 
(hall choſe precious foul-inriching ſhowers fleet away unpro- 
fitably from me? if fo, then, 

What an account hive I to make for all thoſe Goſpel- 
bleffings that I have injoyed ? for all thoſe Goſpel-dews and 
ſhowers wherewith I have been wateved ! Should I be found 
fruitleſs at laſt, it will fare better with the barren and un- 
cultivated wilderneſs, than with me, more tolerable for 
Indians and Barbarians, that never heard the Goſpel, than for 
me that have been ſo a{f1duouſly and plenteouſly watered by 
it, Lord, what a difference wilt thou put in the great day, 
betwixt timple and pertinacious barrenneſs ! Surely, if my 
root be not rottenneſs, luch heavenly waterings and influ- 


ences as theſe, will make it ſprout forth into fruits of obedi- 
ences 


The Poem, 


T He (1) vegetables here below depend, 

Upon thole (2) treaſures which the heavens do ſpend 
Moſt bounteouſly upon them : to preſerve 

Their being, and their beauty, This may ſerye 


| To ſhadow torth a heavenly myſtery, 


W hich thus preſents it {cf betore your eye. 
As 


—_ 
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As when the Sun draws near us in the ſpring, 
| All creatures do (3) rejoyce, birds, chirp #':d ſing, 
| Theface of nature (miles, the fields (4) * 010 
| Themſelves, with richembroyderies. * 1c corn 
| Revives, and ſhooteth up, the warm (w- -t rain 
| Makes crees, and herbs (5) ſprout fortiand ſpring amain, 
| Walk but the fields in ſuch a fragrant mon, 
[ How do the (6 ) birds your ears with mulick charm! 
; The (7) flowers, thcir flaming beauty's do preſent 
; Unto your captiv'd eyes: and for their ſcent, 
| The (weet Arabian gums cannot compare 3 
| Which thus perfume, the circumambient air. 
; So, when the Goſpel ſheds its cheering beams, 
; Ongracious ſouls 3 like thoſe ſweet warming gleams, 
| Which God ordaines in nature 3 to draw forth 
The vertue ſeminal that's in the earth : 
It warms their (8) hearts, their languid graces cheers 3 
And on fuch fouls, a (9) ſpring-like face appears. 
The gracious ſhowers theſe ſpiritual clouds do yield, 
Inriches them with (1) ſweetneſs ; like a field 
Which God hath bleſt, Oh! 'tis exceeding ſweet, 


How ſhould the hearts of Saints within them ſpring, 
When they behold (3) the meſſengers that bring 
Theſe gladſom tydings ? yea, their very feet 
Are beautiful ; becauſe their meſſage (weet. 
O what a mercy do thoſe (4) fouls enjoy 
On whom ſuch Goſpel-dews tall day by day ! 
Thrice happy Land which in this pleaſant ſpring, 
Can hear theſe Tartles, in her hedges fing. \. 
O prize ſuch mercies, it you ask me why ? 
Read on, you'l ſee, there's Reaſon by and by. 


| 
(3) Cant.2.1:, 


12+ 
(4) Pal. 104. 
30. 


(s)PN1.55.11, 
(5 )Pfal. 10. 4 


When gracious hearts, and (2 ) heavenly truths 4o meet. - 


CHAP, 


I 2, 
(7) Cant.2.12, 


(8) Col. 4.8. 
(9) Pal. 52. 8. 
(1)Rom.r g.29, 


(2 )Rom. 10.15 


(3)a&s 8.8, 


(4) Pfal. 147. 
19, 20, 
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A Upon a dearth 
through want 
of rain. 


CHAP. X. 


If God reſtrain the ſhowers, you howl and cry : * 
Shall ſaints not\ourn,when ſpiritual clouds are dry? 


—— 


—_— 


OBSERVATION. 


R Is deſervedly accounted a ſad judgment, when God 
ſhuts up the heavens over our heads, and makes the 
earth as braſs under our feeet, Dent. 28. 23, Then the Hus- 
bandmen are called to mourning, Foel. I. 11. All the fields 
do languiſh, and the bellowing cattle arc pined with thirſt, 
Such a fad fate the Prophet rhetorically deſcribes, Fer. 14, 
3,4,5, 6. The Nobles have ſent their Jittle ones 10 the waters , 
they came t0 the pits and found no water; they returned with their 
veſſels empty, they were aſhamed, and confounded, and covered 
their heads becauſe the ground is chapt, for there is no rain in | 
the earth, the Plowmen were aſhamed, they covered thtir heads : 
yea, the Hinde alſo calved in the field and forſookt, becauſe there 
was 10 graſs : and the wild aſſes did ftand in the high places, they |. 
ſuuffed up the wind like dragons, their eyes failed becauſe there 
was no graſs. | 
And that which makes the want of rain (o terrible a judg- | 
ment, 1s the famine of bread, which neceſſarily follows thete | 
e<traordinary droughts and is one of the ſoreſt temporal ' 
judgments which God inflicts upon the world | 


APPLICATION, | 
| 

Nd truly, as much cauſe have they to weep and trem- | 

ble, over whole ſouls Gcd ſhuts up the (ſpiritual clouds 
cf the Goſpel, and thereby (ending a (piritual famine upon 
their ſouls, Snch a judgment the Lord threatens in Amos 
8.11. Behold the dayer rome, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend a 
famine inthe Land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirſt for water 3 


but 


"IF 
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; bread ; for this particle | not] is not excluſive , but exceſſive ; 
implying, that a famine of bread is nothing, or but a light 
judgment, compared with the famine of the word. Pa- 

 rallel to which is that Text, Iſz, 5.6. I will lay it waſt*(aith 

| God of the fruitleſs Church ) it ſhall not be pruned nor digged; 
| but there ſhall come up bryars,and thorns ;I will alſo command the 
clouds, that they rain nit uponit. And we find both in humane 
and ſacred Hiltories, that when God hath ſhut up the {pici- 

; tual clouds, removing or ſilencing his Miniſters 3 ſentivle 

| Chriſtians have ever been deeply affected with it and rec- 

| koned ita molt tremenduous judgmeat. Thus the Chrilit- 

' ans of Antioch, when Chryſoftom their Minifigr was baniſhed 

| ® they judged it better to loſe the Sun ont of the tirmamenr, 

than loſe that, their Miniſter. And when Nazianzen was 
taking his leave of Conſtantinople, as he was preaching his 
farewell-Sermon, the people were exceedingly affected with 
his lofs 3 and among the reſt, an old man in the Congrega- 
tion fell into a bitter paſſion, and cryed out, Aude pater, & 
tecum trivitatem ipſam ejice. ( i. e. ) Go farther, it you dare, 
and take away the whole Trinity with you 3 meaning, that 

God would not ſtay when he was gone. How did the Chii- 

ſtians of Antioch alſo weep and lament, when Paul was ta- 

king his farewell of them? A. 20. 37, 38. He had been 

a cloud of bleſfings to that place, but now they mult exp: 

no more ſhowcr; from him. O, they knew not how to giv- 

up ſucha Miniſter ! when the Ark of God ( which was the 

Symbole of the divine preſence among the Jews) was taken, 

all the City cryed out, 1 Sam. 4-13. O, the lofsot a Golpet 

Miniſtry is an ineftimable loſs ! not to be repaired but by i:s 

own return, or by heaven, Mr. Greenbam tells us, that in 

the times of Popith perſecution, when godly Minilters 
were haled away from their flocks to Martyrdom, the poor 

Chriſtians would meet them in the way to the priſons or 

fake, with their little ones in their armes, and throwing 

themſclves at their feer, would thus beſpecak them 3 What 


| but of bearing the word of the Lord” The meaning is, 1 will 
ſend a more fearful judgement, than that of the famine 0: 


| 


* ſhall be our eſtate, now you are gone to Martyrdom ? who 
Na (hall 


* Satias et ut 


ſol non laceat, 


quam tt non 
aoceat Chryſo- 
ftomus, * 


es, 


3 WW Husbandry ſpiritualized; Or, | | 


5+ (ha'l inſtruct theſe poor Babes? Who ſhall eaſe our offli- | 
* cd confciences? Who (hall lead us in the way of life ? | 
* recompenle unto them, O Lord! as they have deſerved | 
** who ate the cauſes of this, Lord give them fad hearts. Cris | 
talia fando, temperet alachrymis ? And to let you ſce, there is 
lufhcient ground for this forrow , when God reſtrains the 
influences of the Goſpel, ſolemnly conſider the following par- 
ticulars, ; 

I. That it 15 a dreadful token cf God's great anger againſt 
that people from whom he removcs the Goſpel. The anger 
of God was f:arfully incenſed againſt the Church of Epheſws, 
when he did but threaten to come againſt her, and remove 
the Cand'cſtick out of its place, Rev. 2. 5, *Tis a ſtroke at 
the ſoul, a blow at the root 3 uſually the laſt, and therefore 
the worſt of judgments, There is a pedigree of judgments , 
firſt Gomer bears Fezreel, next Lorubamah, and at laſt brings 
forth Loammi, Hof. 1. 4, 6, 8, 9. 

2. There is cauſe of mourning, if you confider the deplora- 
ble eſtate in which all the unregencrate ſouls are left, after 
the Goſpel is removed from them. What will become of 
theſe? or by whom ſhall they be gathered? It made the 
bowcls of Chriſt yearn withia him, when he looked upon the | 
ſcattered multitude that had no Shepherd, Mat. 9. 36. What | 
an eafie conqueſt doth the devil now make of them ? how faſt | 
doth he!l fill in ſuch times ? poor ſouls, being driven thither 
in droves, and none to reſcue them! Mathew Paris tcl!s us, 
that in the year 1072. when preaching was ſuppreſſed at Rome, | 
letters were then framed as coming from hell z whercin the 

devil gave them thanks for the multitude of ſouls they had | 
ſent to him that year, But truly we necd not talk of letters 
{rom hell, we are told from heaven, how deplorable the con» 

| | Cition of ſuch poor ſouls is. See Prov, 28. 19. Hoſe. 4.6. 
Or, . 

The judgment wil! yet appear very heavy, it you conſider 
3 the lofs which God's own people ſuttain by the removal of 
the Goſpel; for thercin they Iofe (1) their cheit glory, 
Rom. 3. 2+ the principal thing in which the peculiar glory of | 
| Iſrael confiftied was this, That wnto 'them\was committed the 
Oracles 
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Oracles of Gzd Oa that account it was called the glorious 
Land, Dan. 11.16, This made them greater than all the 
Nations rou..:. about ther. Dent. 47,8. (2) By loſing the 
Ordinances, they loſe their quickenings, comforts, and foul- 
refreſhments; for all theſe are ſweet fireams from the 
Goſpel fountain, Pſat. 119. 50. Col. 4. 8. No wonder then 
to hear the People of God Complain of dead hearts, when 
the G-ſpel is removed. (3) In the loſs of the Goſpel they 
loſe their defence and fafety. This is their hedge, their wall 
-of prote&tion, Iſa. 5.5. Walls and hedges ( faich Muſcalus 
in loc, .) are the Ordinarices of God, which ſerve both ad ſe 

perationem & munitionem, to diſtinguiſh, and todefend therr, 
When God plucks up this hedge, and breaks down this wall 
all miſchicfs break in upon us preſently. 2 Chrox. 15. 3, 4,5 6. 
Now for a long ſeaſon rae! hath been without the true Gol, and 
without a teaching Prieſt, and without Law — And in tboſe times 
there was no peace to bim that went out, nor to bim that came in, 
but great vexations were wpon all the inhabitants of the Countries 
and Nation was deſtroyed of Nation, and City of City for God 
did vex them with all adverſity. How long did Ferwuſalem re- 
main, after that voice was heard in the Temple, migremus 
binc? Let us be gone. (4) With the Goſpel, we lofe our 
temporal injoyments and creature comforts; Theſe uſually 
come and go with the Goſpel. When God had once written 
Loammi upon Iſrael, the next news is this, I will recover my 
wool and my flax, Hoſe 2. 9. (5) and laſtly.to come up to the 
very caſe in hand, they loſe with it their ſpiritual food; and 
ſoul-fubſilience z for the Goſpel is their feaft of fat things 3 
Iſa, 25. 6. their ſpiritual wells, Iſa. 12. 3. a dole diſtributed 
among the Lords poor. Row. 1.11. ina word, it is as the 
| rain and dews of heaven, as hath been ſhewed, which being 
reſtrained, a fpirituall famine neceMarily follows : a famine 


| twixt this, and a temporal famine, that therein you may ce 
what cauſe, you have to be deeply affe&ed with it, take it in 
thie fix following particulars. 


is in the ſtead, and hath the uſe ot bread. Dainties and ſuper- 
fluons 


of all the moſt terrible. Now to ſhew you the analogy be- | 


A famine is cauſed by the failing of bread , or that which | 


| 


b 


— 


Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, | 


Auous rarities may fail, and yet men may ſubſiſt co mfortably. | 
A5long as people have bread and water; they will not fa- | 
milh 3 but take away bread once, and the fpirit of man fail- } 
eth ; Upon this account bread is called a ſtaff, Pſal.. 105. 16. | 
becauſe what a itaffis to an aged or feeble man, that bread is 
to the faint and feeble ſpirits, which even (o do lean upon it. | 
Aad look what bread 15 to the natural ſpirits, that, and more 
than that, the word is to gracious ſpirits, Fob 23. 12. I have 
eſteemed the words of thy mouth, more than my neceſſary food. It 
once God break this {taff, the inner man, that hidden man of 
the heart, will quickly begin to fail and faulter. 

It is not every degree of ſcarcity of bread, that preſently 
makes a famine, but a general failing of it z when no bread 
is to be had, or that which is, yields no nutriment, For a fa- 
mine may as well be occaſioned by Gods taking away, panis 
autrimentum, the nouriſhing vertue of bread, that it ſhall 
lignifie no more as to the end of bread,than a chip, Hag. 1.6. 
as by taking away paxem nutrientem, bread it (elf, Tſa. 3. 1. 
And fo it 1sin a ſpiritual famine, which is occafioned ei- 
ther by Gods removing all the Ordinances , and making 
viſion utterly to fail; or elſe, though there be preaching 
prayer and other Ordinances left, ( at leaſt, the names and 
ſhadows of them ) yet the prefence of God is not with them. 
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There is no marrow in the bone, no milk in the breaſt; and 
{o, as to ſoul-lubſifiance, 'tis all one, as if there were noſuch 
things. | 

> a corporeal famine, mean and courfe things become 
(weet and pleaſant; famine raiſes the price and eſteem of 
them. That which betoze you would have thrown to your 
dogs, now goes down pleaſantly with your ſelves. To the 


hungry ſoul every bitter thing is ſweet, Prov. 27, 7. *Tis the 


Dutch Proverb, and a very true one, hunger 1s the beſt 
Cook. 


\Jejunus ftomachus raro vulgaria temnit. 
In time of famine courſeſt tare contents, 
The barking ſtomach ſirains no complements, 


Horaty 
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'Tis ſtoried of Artaxerxes Memor, that when he was fly- 
ing beſore his enemies, he fed hungrily upon barly bread , " 
and ſaid, Cujuſmodi voluptatis haftenus in expertus fuit? Oh, 
what pleaſure have I hitherto been ignorant of; when great 
Darius drank the pudled water, that had been defiled with 
dead carcaſes which had been ſlain in that famous battel, he 
profeſſed he never drank more pleaſant drink. And famous 
Hmnniades \aid, he never fared more daintily, than when (in 
alike exigence) he ſupped upon bread, onions, and water , 
with a poor Shepheard in his cottage. 

Juſt ſo, doth the famine of the Word raiſe theprice and e- 
ſteem, of vulgar and deſpiſed traths, O what would we give 
for one of thoſe Sermons, one of thoſe Sabbaths we former- 
ly enjoyed ?- In thoſe dayes the word of the Lord was precious, 
When God calls to the enemy to take away and remove his 
contemned, but precious dainties, from his wanton Chil- 
dren, and a ſpiritual famine hath a little pinched them, they 
will then learn to prize their ſpiritual food at a higher 
rate. 

In time of famine ſome perſons ſuffer more than others. 
It falls heavieſt and pincheth hardeſt upon the poorer fort, 
as long as any thing is to be had for money, the rich will 
have it. Soit falls out in afſpiritual famine, although the 
moſt experienced, and beſt furniſhed Chriftians, will have 
enoughto do to live in the abſence of Ordinances, yet they 
are like to ſubfiſt much better, than weak, ignorant, and un- 
experienced ones. Some Chriſtians have Husbanded their 
time well, and like Foſeph in the ſeven years plenty, laid up- 
for a ſcarcity» The Word of God dwells richly in them, 4-8 
Some ſuch there are, as Fobn calls young men, who are ſtrong, & 
and the word of God remaineth-in them, of whom it may be 
{aid, as Ferom ſpake of Nepotianas, that by long and afliduous 
meditation of the Scriptures, he had made his breaſt the ve- 
ry Library of Chriſt. But others are babes in Chriſt 3 ard 
| though God will preſerve that good work which he hath be- 
| guninthem, yet theſe poor babes will ſooneſt find, and 
be moſt concerned in the loſs of their ſpiritual Fathers and 
Nhp_M 
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The ungrate- 
ful ſouls re- 
' | fletion. 


I, 


| la t:me of famine there are pitiiul cryes, and heart- 
breaking complaints where-ever you go. O the many pale 
faces you ſhall then ſee, and the fad language that rings in 


your-ears in every place! One cryes, brgad, bread, for 
Chriſt's fake, one bit of bread 3 another faints and falls 
down at your door. All be People figh, Lam. _I. 11. Yea, the 
poor little ones are brought in, v. 12. crying to their Mo» 
thers, where is the Corn and wine? and then pouring out 
their fouls into their Mothers bolome. Juſt fo itis in a fa- 
mine of the Word z poor Chriſtians every-where (ighing 
and crying, O where are our godly Miniſters? Our {weet 
Sabbaths, Sermons, Sacraments, my Fathers, my Fathers , 
the Chariots of Iſrael and the horſemen thereof ? How beau- 
tiful were your feet upon the mountains! And then weep- 
ing, like the people at Pauls departure, to think they (hall 
ſee their faces no more. 
Laſtly, in time of famine, there is nothing ſo coſily or 
precious, but people will part with it to purchaſe bread. 
They have given their pleaſant things, for meat to relieve their 
ſouls, Lam. 1.11. And doubtlels when a ſpiritual famine 
(hall pinch hard, thoſe that have been cloſe-handed to main- 
tain Goſpel Minifiry , will account it a choice mercy to 
enjoy them again at any rate. Though the Lord feed you with 
the bread of afflition, and give you the watres, of adverſity, yet it 
will ſweeten that bread and water to you, if your teachers be no 
more removed into corn:rs, Ila, 30, 20, 


REFLECTIONS 


Is the famine of the word ſuch a fearful judgment ? then 
Lord pardon my unthankfulneſs, for the plentiful and long 
continued injoyment of ſuch a precious and invaluable mer- 
cy. How lightly haveI eltecmed the great things of the 
Goſpel? O that with eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, I 
might bleſs the Lord, that ever I was brought forth in an 
age of ſo much light ! in a valley of vitions, in a Land flow- 
ing with Goſpel-mercies. Hath zot Ged made of one bloud,all 
the Nations of men, to dwell on the face of the earth ? and deter- 


mined 
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mined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habi- 
tation? Ac4.17.26. Many of theſe great and populous Nati- 
ons are involvcd in groſs darkneſs. Now that of all the ſeve- 
ral ages of the world, and places in it God ſhould efpy the 
belt place for me, and bring me forth into it, in ſuch an hap- 
py nick of time, as can hardly be paralleld in Hiitory, for 
the plenty of Goſpel-mercies , that this age and Nation 
hath enjoyed 3 that my Mother did not bring me forth in the 
defarts of Arabiz, or waſtes of America, but in England 
where God hath made the Sun of the Goſpel to ſtand ftill, as 
the natural Sun once did over Gibeox ; and that ſuch a mer- 


| cy ſhould no more affe& my ſoul, let ſhame cover my tace 


for this, and trembling ſeize my heart. 

Is the Goſpel indecd departed ? its ſweet influences re- 
ſtrained?and a famine worſe than that of bread come upon us. 
Alas ! for the day, forit is a great day, ſo that non?is like it 3 it is 
even the day of Jacob's trouble. Wo is me,that ever I ſhould far- 
vive the Goſpel,and the precious liberties and mercics of it ? 
What horrid ſins have been harboured amonglt us.for which 
the Lord contends, by ſuch an unparalleld wdament? Lord, 
let me juſtihe thee cyen in this ſevere diſpenſation 3 the 
provocation of thy Sons, and of thy daughters have been ve- 
ry great, and amongſt them none greater than mine. May 
we not this day read our fin in our puniſhment? O what nice 
and wanton appetites,what curious and itching ears,had thy 


| people in the dayes of plenty ? Methods, tones and geſtures, 


were more regarded than the excellent treaſures ot divine 
truths. Ah my foul ! I remcmber my faulc this day ? little 
did I then contider, thas Sermons work not upon hearts, as 
they are thus clegant,,thus admirable, but as they are infiru« 
ments in the hand of God appointed to ſuch an end.Even as 
Auſtin ſaid of the Conduits of water, though one be in the 
ſhape of an Angel, another of a bealt, yet the water re- 
frelhes as it is water, and not as it comes from ſuch a Con- 
duit : By this alſo, O Lord, thou rebukelt the ſupinels ard 
formality of thy pcople. How drowſie, dull, and careleſs 
have they been under the molt excellent and quicknimg 
means ? few more then I. Alas }I have often nclineed my 
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body bcfore the Lord in Ordinances, * 5 9 ©; but 
my ſoul hath becn wandring abroad, as Chryſotom ſpeaks. 
I ſhould have come from under every Sermon as a ſheet 
comes from the preſs,with all the ſtamps and lively impreſk- 
ons of the truths I heard upon my heart. But Alas! If it 
had been demanded of me, as once it was of Ariſtotle, aftcr 
a long and curious Oration, how he liked it, I might have 
anſwered as he did, Truly I did not hear it , for I was all the 
while minding another matter. Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
in all that is come upon us. 

Tam now as a Spring ſhut up, that can yield no refreſh- 
ment to thirſty ſouls, ready to periſh. Thou haſt ſaid to me 
as onee to Ezekiel, Son of man, behold, I will make thy tongue 
cleave to the roof of thymouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb. This is a 
heavy judgment, but thou mult be juſtified and clearcd in it. 


Although men may not, yet God, it he pleaſe, may put a 
; lighted candle under a buſhel. And herein I muſt acknow- 
ledge thy righteouſneſs. Many times have I been ſinfully fi- 
lent, when both thy glory and the intereſt of ſouls ingaged 
me to ſpeak. Moſt juſtly therefore haſt thou made my 
tongue to cleave to its roof. Little did I conſider the pre- 
ciouſnels of ſouls, or the tremenduous account to be given 
for theni,at the appearing of the great Shepherd. I have now 
time enough to tit down and mourn over former miſcarri- 
ages, and loſt opportunitics. Lord reſtore me once again 
to a ſerviceable capacity, to a larger ſphere of aGivity for 
thee, for I am now become as a broken veſſel. It grieyes 
me tothe heart, to ſee thy flock ſcattered,to hear thy people 
cry tome, as once to Joſeph, Give us bread, for why ſhould we 
dye in thy preſence * Thy word is like fire, ſhut up in my 


once again open the doors of thine houſc, that there may be 
bread enough in thine houſe for all thy children. 


bones, and I am weary with forbearing. O, that thou wouldſt 
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V '7 Hen God doth make the (1) heavens above us braſs, 

The earth's like iron. Flowers, herbs and graſs 
Have loſt their tragrant green 3 are turned (2) yellow, 
The brooks are dry, the pining cattel (3) bellow. 
The fat and flowry meadows Greche and burn'd, 
The Countreys mirth is into (4) mourning turn'd. 
The clefted carth, her thirſty mouth (5) ſets ope, 
Unto the empty clouds z as *twere in hope 
Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay 
| Her fiery thirſt: but they ſoon paſs away. 
The penfive (6) Husbandman with his own eycs, 
Bedews his Land 3 becauſe he ſees the skies : 
Refuſe todo it, (7) juſt ſo ſtands the caſe, 
When God from ſouls, removes the means of grace. 
God's Miniſters are clouds, their do&rine (8) rain 3 
Which when the Lord in judgment ſhall reſtrain : 
The peoples ſouls in ſhort time will be tound 
In ſuch a caſe, as this dry -parched ground. 
| When this (9) ſad judgment falls on any Nation, 
Let Saints therein take up this lamentation. 

O dreadful, dark, and diſmal day 

How is our glory fled away. 

Our Sun gone down, our ſtars o'recaſt 3 

God's heritage is now laid walt. 

Our pining ſouls no bread can get, 

With wantons God hath juſtly met, 

When we are fed unto the full, 

This man was tedious 3 that was dull. 

But they are gone, and thereremain 

No ſuch occaſions to complain. 

Stars are not now for lights, but ligns 3 

God knows of what heart-breaking times. 

Sure heaven intends not peace, but wars 3 

In calling home Ambaſſadors. 

O 2 


(i)Deur.28.23 
(2)]Joel 1, 19. 


(3) Joel 1.20, 
Jer. I4-$ 6; 
(4)Jocl 1.11, 
(5s) Jer.14. 4 


(5)Amos 5.16. | 


(7)Amos 8.11» 


Heb. 5.7,8 


(9) Hof. 9.12. 
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How long did Sodom?s judgment ſiay ? 
Wheu rightcous Lot was ſnatcht away. 
How long rcmain'd that ſtately Hall, 
When Sampſon made the pillars fall ? 
When Horſemen, and Commanders fly 3 
Wo to the hclplcfs Infantry. 

This is a fad and fatal blow, 

A publick loſs and overthrow. 

You that ſo long have wiſh'd them gone, 
Be quiet now 3 thething is done. 

Did they torment you ere your day ? 
God hath remov'd them out o'th*way. 
Now ſlcep in fin, and take your eaſe 3 
Thcir doctrine ſhall no more diſpleaſe. 
But Lord ! what ſhall become of us ? 
Our Teacher's gone, and left us thus ! 
To whom ſhall we our ſclves addreſs, 
When conſcience labours in diſtreſs ? 

O, who ſhall helpus at our need ? 

Or pour in Balm, when wounds do bleed ? 
Help Lord, for unto thee our cyes 

Do pour out tears 3 our groans, Our crycs 
Shall never ceaſe: till thou reſtore, 

The mercics which we had before. 

Till $0#s paths where graſs now grows, 
Be trodden by the feet of thoſe 

That love thy name : and long t enjoy 
The mercics they have fin'd away. 
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Seeds dye and rot, and then moſt freſh appear, 


Saints bodies riſe more orient then they were. 


OBSERVATION. 


Fter the ſeed is' committed to the earth, it ſeems to pe- 
2 riſh and dye, as our Saviour ſpeaks, Fobn. 12.24. Ex- 
cept a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,jt abideth alone; 
but if it die, it brings forth much fruit. The death of the Corn 
in the carth is not.a total death, but only the corruption or 
alteration of it : for if once the ſeminal life and vertne of 
it were quite extinguiſht, it could never put forth blade or 
car without a miracle. Yet, becauſe that alteration is a kind 
of death, therefore Chrift here uſes it as a tit illuſtration of 
the reſurre&ion. And indeed there is nothing in nature more 
apt to illuſtrate that great myſtery. What a fragrant, green 
and beautiful blade do we fee ſpring up from a corrupted 
ſeed? how black, and mouldy is that ? how beautitul and 
verdant is this ? 


APPLICATION. 


Ven thus ſhatbthe bodics of the Saints ariſe in beauty 

and glory at the reſurre&ion. They are ſown in diſhonour, 
they are raiſed in glory , they are ſown natural bodies, they are 
raiſed ſpiritual bodies, 1 Cor. 15.43, 44+ The Husbandman 
knows, that though the ſeed rot in the earth, yet it will rife 
again. And the believer knows, That though after bis skin 
worms deſtroy his body, yet in his fleſh be ſhall ſee God, Job 19g. 
25, &c. and the reſemblance betwixt the ſeed ſown, and 
ſpringing up 3 and the bodies of the Saints dying, and riling 
again, lycs in theſe tollowing particulars. 
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Firtt, the ſeed is committed to the earth from whence it 


' came, ſo is the body of a Saint 3 carth it was, and to carth 


it is again reſolved. Grace exempts not the body of the bet 
man trom ſecing corruption, Rom. 8. 10. Though Chriſt be 
in him, yet the body is dead 3 that is, ſentenced to death,be- 
_ ot ſin, Heb. 6. lt, It is appointed for all men once to 
lye. 
Secondly, The ſced is caſt into the earth in hope, 1 Cor.g, 
IO, Were there not a reſurre@ion of it expected, the 
Husbandman would never be willing to caſt away his Corn. 
The bodies of Saints are alſo committed to the grave in 
hope, 1 Theſ. 4. 13, 14+. But I would not have you to be igno- 
rant brethren. concerning thoſe which are aſleep, as them which 
bave no hope ;, for if we Felieve that Jeſus dyed and roſe again, 
even ſo alſo them which ſleep in Jeſus ſhall the Lord bring with 
bin. This bleſſed hope of a reſurrection, ſweetens, not only 
the troubles of life, but the pangs of death. 

Thirdly. the ſccd is caſt into the earth ſcaſonably, in its 
proper ſeaſon. So are the bodies of the Saints, Fob. 5. 26. 
1hou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age, as a ſhock, of corn cometh 
in, in its ſeaſon. They alwayes dye in the fitteſt time, though 
ſometimes they ſeem to dye immaturately. The time of their 
death was from all eternity prefixt by God, beyond which 
they cannot go, and ſhort of which they cannot come. 

The ſecd lycs many dayes and nights under the clods, be- 
fore it riſe and appear again. Even ſo man lyeth down, and 
riſeth zot again till the heavens be no more, Job 14.12, The 
dayes of darkneſs in the grave are many. 

When the time is come for its ſhooting up, the carth that 
covered it can hide it no longer, it cannot keep it down a day 
more 3 it will find or make a way through the clods. So in 
that day when the great trump (hall ſound, bone ſhall come 
to his bone, and the graves ſhall not be able to hold them a 
minute longer. Both Sea aud carth muſt render the dead 
that are in them, Rev. 20. 13. 

When the ſeed appears above ground again, it appears 
much more freſh and orient than when it was caſt into the 


2000 God cloaths it with ſuch beauty, that it is not like 


ro 
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to what it was betore. Thus riſe the bodies of Saints, mar- 
vellouſly improvcd, beautified and perfected with fpiritual 
qualitics and rich endowments 3 in reſpect whercot they are 
called ſpiritual bodigs, 1 Cor. 15. 43- not properly , but 
analogically ſpiritual; for look as ſpirits ſubtiſt without 
food, ra:ment, ſleep, know no laflitude, wearineſs or pain; 
ſo our bodies after the reſurrection ſhall be above theſe ne- 
celſities and diſtempers 3 for we ſhall be as the Augels of 
God, Mat. 22.30. Yea, our vile bodies hall be changed, 
| and made like unto- Chriſts glorious body 3 which is the high- 
eſt pitch, and aſcent of glory and honour, that an humane 
body is capable of, Phrl.3. 21. Indeed the glory of the 
ſoul thall be the greateſt glory 3 that's the orient invaluable 
jem 3 but God will beltow a diſtin& glory upon the body, 
and richly enammel the very caſe in which that precious 
jewel ſhall be kept. In that glorious morning of the reſur- 
' reCtion, the Saints ſhall put on their new frelh ſuits of flcſh, 
' richly laid and trimmed with glory. Thoſe bodies which in 
| the grave were but duſt and rottenneſs,when it delivers them 
| back again, ſhall be ſhining and excellent pieces, abſolutely 
| and everlaſtingly freed. ( 2 ) From all natural infirmities 
| and diſtempers3 death is their good Phyſician , which at 
once freed them of all diſeaſes. *Tis a great AMiction 
now to many of the Lord's people, to be clog'd with fo 
many bodily infirmities which render them very unſervice- 
able to God. The ſpirit indeed is willing, but the fleſh is weak, 
A crazy body retorts and ſhoots back its diſtempers upon the 
ſoul with which it is ſo cloſely conjoyned 3 but though now 
the ſoul (as Theophraſtus ſpeaks) payes a dear rent tor the 
Tabernacle in which it dwells,yet when death diffolves that 
Tabernacle, all the diſeaſes and pains under which it groan» 
ed ſhall be buried in the rubbiſh of its mortality z and when 
they come to be re-united again, God will beſtow rich gifts 
and dowrics,even upon the body,in the day of its re-cſpouſals 
to the ſoul, (2) It ſhall be freed from all detormitics, there 
are no breaches, flaws , monſtrolities in glorihed bodies 3 
but of them it may much rather be ſaid, what was once ſaid 
of Abſalom, 2 Sam. 14. 25. That from the crown of his head, p 
the 
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the ſole of bis foot, there was no blemiſh in him. (3ly.) It ſhall 
be freed from all natural necaſities, to which it is now fub- 
fected in this its animal ſtate. How is the ſoul now diſquict-! 
ed and tortured with carcs and troubles, to provide for a 
pcriſhing body ? Many unbelieving and unbecoming fears, 
it is now vexcd with. What ſhall it cat ? and what ſhall it| 
drink ? and wherewithal ſhall it be cloathed*Brut meats for the 
bel.y,and the belly for meats, God ſhall deſtroy both it and them, 
1 Cor. 6. 13. (i. e.) as to their preſent uſe and office 3 for | 
as to its exiſtence, ſo the belly ſhall not bedeftroycd. But 
even as the Maſts, Poop and Stern of a Ship abide in the 
harbour after the voyage is ended , ſo ſhall theſe bodily 
members, as Tertwll;ajr excellently illuſtrates it. (4ly.) They 
(hall be freed from death, to which thenceforth they can 
be ſubje& no morez that formidable adverſary of "nature 
ſhall aſſault it no more. For they which ſhall be accounted wor- 
thy to obtain that world, and the reſurrettion from the dead, nei- 
ther marry uor are given in marriage, neither can they dye any 
more z for they ſhall be equal to the Angels, and are the chil- 
dren of God, being the children of the reſurrefion,Luk.20.35,36 
Mark it[ <qual to the Angels] not that they ſhall be ſeparate, 
and {inglec ſpirits without bodics, as the Angels are, but e- 
qual to them in the way and manner of their living and aCt- 
ing. We ſhall then live upon God, and act freely, purely, 
and delightfully for God 3 tor all kind of living upon , and 
dclighting in creatures, ſeems in that Text (by a Synech- 
doche of the part which is ordinarily in Scripture put for 
all creature-delights, dependencics, and necahties) to be 
excluded. Nothing but God ſhall enamour and hll the ſoul, 
and the body ſhall be perte&ly ſubdued to the ſpirit. Lord, 


| what haſt thou prepared for them that love thee ? 


REFLECTIONS. 


If I thall receive my body again, ſo dignihed and-improv- 
cd in the world to come, then Lord let me never be unwil- 


| ling to uſe my body now for the intereſt of thy glory, or my 
/ own Salvation. Now, O my God, it grieves me to think 


how | 
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how many precious opportunities of ſerving and honouring 
thee, I have loſt under pretence of endangering my health. 

F have beerr more folicitous to live long and healthfally, 
than to live uſefully and fruitfully 3 and like enough _— 
had been more ſerviceable to thee,if it had not been ſo fond- 
| ly overvalued by me. | 

Fooliſh foul, hath God given thee a body for a living tool 
or inftrument, and art thou afraid to uſe it ? wherein is the 
mercy of having a body, if not in fpending and wearing ie 
our in the ſervice of God ? to have an active vigorons body, 
and not to imploy and exerciſe it for God, for fear of en- 
dangering, its health, is as if one ſhould give thee a handfom 
and (pri Feful horſe, upon condition thou ſhould not ride | 
or work him. O ! if ſome of the Saints had enjoyed the blef- 
fing of ſuch an healthy aQive body as mine, what excellent 
ſervices would they have performed to God in it ? 

If my body hall as furely riſe again in glory, vigour and þ © ;, 
excellent endowments as the feed which I ſow doth, why | The fick! 
ſhould not this comfort me over all the pains, weaknefſes 
and dulnefs with which my ſoul is now clogged?Thou know- | #9. | 
eſt my God, what a grief it hath been to my ſoul, to be fet- 
tered and intangled with the diftempers and manifold in- 
diſpoſitions of this vile hody. It hath made me figh and fay, 
with holy Anſelme, when he ſaw the mounting bird weigh- 
ed down by the ſtone hanging at her leg, Lord, thus it fares 
with the ſoul of thy ſervant ! fain would I ſerve, glorihe, 
and enjoy thee, but a diftempered body will not leet me. 
However, it is reviving to think, that though I am now for- 
ced to crawl like a worm in the difcharge of my duties, 1 
| thall ſhortly fly likea Seraphim in the execution of thy will. 

Cheer up drooping ſoul, the time is at hand, when thou thale 
| be made more willing than thou art, and thy fleth not fo 
weak as now it is. 

| And is it ſo indeed ? then let = dying _—_ Facob| 
rouze up himſelf upon his bed, and incourage himlctt again | The qyj 
the fears of death by this refreſhing recon 4.ee Sainrs Retic= 
him fay with holy dying Muſculus , Why trembleſt thou |&'oo- 

| (O my foul) to go forth of this Tabernacle to the Land of | 
£4 P 6 Os OPOIOe 


RR — 


| 


— 


-Dd6 


Husbandry ſpiritualited; Or,” © © 


4+ 
The ungodly 
t fuls retie&ion 


—  --— 


reſt ? hath thy body been ſuch a pleaſant habitation to thee, 
that thou ſhould(t be ſo loath to part with it, though but for 
a time ? and with aſſurance of recciving it again with ſuch a 
glorious improvement ? I know (O my foul) that thou haft 
a natural inclination to this body, reſulting from the dear 
and ftri& union which God himfelt hath made betwixt thee 
and it! yea, even the holieſt of men do ſometimes ſenſibly 
feel the like in themſelves 3 but beware thou love it not im- 
moderately or inordinatcly 3 *tis but a creature, how dear 
ſoever it be to thee : yea, a fading creature, and that which 
now ſtands in thy way to the full enjoyment of God. But 
ſay my ſoul, why are the. thoughts of parting with it fo 
burdenſom to thee.? Why ſo loath to take death by its cold 
hand ? Is this body thy old and dear friend ? True, but yet 
thou parteſt not with it upon ſuch fad terms,as ſhould deſerve 
a tear at parting. For mayeſt thou not ſay of this departure, 
as Paul of the departure of. Onefimus, Philem. v. 15. It 
therefore departeth for a ſeaſon that thou mayeſt receive it for ever. 
The daye of re-cſ{pouſals will quickly come, and in the mean 
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of interpoſing time, ſo neither ſhalt thou be ſolicitous about 
thine abſent triend : for the fruition of God in that thine 
unbodicd ſtate, ſhall fill thee with infinite ſatisfaction and 
reſt. 

Or is it not ſo much ſimply for parting with it, as for the 
manner of thy parting, either by the ſlow and lingring ap- 
proaches of a natural, or the quick and terrible approaches 
of a violent death : Why, trouble not thyſelf about that 3 
for if God lead thee through the long dark lane of a tedious 
{icknels, yet at the end of it is thy fathers houſe. 
2a violent death *tis not ſo matcrial, whether friends or cne- 
mics ſtand weeping or triumphing over thy dead body. N:- 


ſhall be in heaven, *twill not be ſenſible how the body is uſed 
on carth. | 

But oh ! what an uncomfortable parting will 'mine be ? 
and how much more {ad our mecting again ! how will this 
ſoul and body bluſh, yea tremble when they miect, who have 


time as thy body ſhall not be ſenlible of the tedious length | 


And for 


hil corpus ſentit in nervo cum anima ſit in c#lo, When thy ſoul | 


been 
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- | _ + | 
been copartners :in ſo much guilt? 1 damn'd my [ſouly to | 
pleaſe my fleſh, and now* have ruin'd both thereby : had'I | 
denied my :fleſh to ſerve Chrift, worn out my body in the | 
| ſervice of my ſoul 3 Thad thereby happily provided for them 
both, but Lbegan at the wrong end, and fo have ruin'd both 


cternally. | 
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Bu: ſeeds have no great beauty, but inhum'd 

| AJ That which they had is loſt 3-and-quite-confum'd © - — 

They ſoon (a) corrupt, and. grow more baſe by odds 

When dead z and buricd underneath the clods. 

It falls in (b) baſeneſs, but at length doth riſe , . _, (6) Cor. xs. 

In glory 3 which delights beholders eyes.” ates | 43- 

How great a difference have-a few dayes made (> +: | . 

Betwixt it, in the buſhel, and the blade ! 

This lovely, lively emblem aptly may 

Type out the glorious Reſurrection day. 

Whercin the Saints that in the duſt do lye, 

| Shall riſe in glory,- vigour, dignity. . Ts | 

With linging in that (c) morning they ariſe, ; ': + | ©) Pla. 49.14. 

And (4d) dazling glory, ſuch as mortal eyes | (4)Mat.1 3.43, 

Ne're yiewed'on carth. The ſparkling buties here, ; 

No more can equalize their ſplendor there : 

Than glimmering glow-worms do the faireſt ſtar, 

That (hines in heaven; or the {tones that are 

In every ſtreet, may competition hold' 

With glittering diamonds in rings of gold. 

For unto (e) Chriſt's moſt glorious body they le) phate, 2x. | 

Shall be confornr'd in glory, at that day "_— 

Whoſe luſtre would, ſhould it on mortals fall 3 

Tranſport a Stephen, and confound a Paul. 

"Tis now a courſe, and crazy houſe of clay : 

But O ! how dear do ſouls tor lodging pay ! 
it 


(a) Joh.12.24. 
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Few more than i, for thou my ſonl haft bin 
Within theſe tents of Kedar cooped in, 

Where with diſternpers clog'd, thou mak*ft thy moans, 
And for deliverance with tears and groans 3 

Haſt often (ſucd, cheer up, —_ time wull be 
When thou from all theſe troubles ſhalt be free. 
No jarring humours, cloudy vapours, rheums, 
Pains, aches, or what ever elſe conſumes 

My dayes in griet; whiPſt in the Chriſtian race, 
Fle(h lags behind 3 (g) and cart keep equal pace 
With the more willing ſpirit : none of theſe, 
Shall thenceforth clog thee, or diſturb thine caſe. 
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CHAP. XII 


As wheat reſembled is by viler tares, 
So vile hypecriſee hike grace appears. 


OBSERVATION. 


T7 is Zeroms Obſervation, that wheat and tares are 6 
much alike in their firft ſpringing up, that it is exceed- 
ing difhcult to diſtinguiſh the one trom the other. Theſe 
are his words, Inter triticuw & lolium quamdin herbs eſt, & 
nondum culmus venit ad fpicam; grandys ſmilitudo ft : & in- 
diſcernendo aut nulla,aut perdifficils diſtantia. The difference 
(faith he) between them is either none at all, or wonderful 


1 difficult todiſcern, which thoſe words of Chriſt, Mat. 13.30. 
4 plainly confirm. Let them both alone till the Harveſt 3 there- 


by intimating, both the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing the tares 


haſty cenſures of mens ſincerity or hypocrifie, which is there 
ſhadowed by them. 


| 


A P- 


| and wheat 3 as alſo, the unwarrantable raſhneſs of bold and | 


2 " The heavenly uſe of earthly things. w_ 


APPLICATION. 


Ow difficult ſoever it be to diſcern the difference be- 

twixt wheat and tares3 yet doubtleſs the eye of ſence 
can much eaſier diſcriminate them, than the moſt quick and 
piercing eye of man can diſcern the difference betwixt (pe- 
cial and common grace: for all ſaving graces in the Saints | 
have their counterfeits. in hypocrites. There are fimilar 
works in theſe, which a {piritual and very judicious eye may 
eaſily miſtake for the ſaving and genuine effetis of the ſandti- 
fying Spirit. 

oth the Spirit of God convince the conſciences of his 
people, of the evil of fin? Rom. 7. 9g. Hypocrites have 
their convictions too, Exod. 10. 16. Then Pharoah called for 
| Moſes and Aaron in haſt, aud be ſaid, T have ſinned againſt the 
Lord your God, and againſt you. Thus was Saul alſo convicted, 
11 Som. 15. 24. 
Doth true conviction and compunQion work reforma- 
tion of life, in the people of God ? even hypocrites alſo 
have been famous for their reformations. The unclean ſpirit 
often goes out of the formal hypocrite,by an external refor- 
mation 3 and yet ſtill retains his propriety in them , Mat. 
12.43, 44. For that departure is indeed no more than a 
politick retreat. Many that ſhall never eſcape the damna- 
tion of hell, have yet eſcaped the pollutious of the world, | 
and that by the knowledge of the Son of God, 2 Per. 
2.20. 
Doth the Spirit of the Lord produce that glorious and 
ſupernatural work of faith,in convinced and humbled ſouls ? 
in this alſo the hypocrite apes and imitatesthe believer, As 
$. 13- Thea Simon himſelf believed alſo, Luke 8. 13. Theſe 
are they which for a while believe, and in time of temptation 
| fall away. 
Doth the precious eye of faith, diſcovering the tranſcen- | 
dent excellencies that are in Chriſt, inflame the affeCtions of 
the believing ſoul with vehement deſires and longings after 
him? Strange motions of heart have alſo been found in hy- 
pocrites 


| — —  — 


_ Husbandry Spiritualized ; Or, 


pocrites towards Chriſt and heavenly things, Job# 6. 34. 
Lord evermore give us this bread, Mat. 25.8. Give us of your 
oyl, for our lamps are gone out. With what a rapture was Ba- 
Loa tranſported, when he ſaid, Let me dye the death of the 
righteous, and my laſt end be like bis ? Numb. 23.10. 

| Doth the work of faith in ſome believers bear upon its ! 
top branches, the full ripe fruits of a bleſſed aſſurance ? 
Lo! What ſtrong confidences, and high-built perſwations of 
an intereſt in God, have ſometimes been found, even in un- 
{anited ones ? Foh. 8. 54. Of whom you ſay, that be is your 
God, and.y?t ys have not known him. To the ſame height of 
confidence arrived thoſe vain ſouls, mentioned in Rom.2.19g. 
Yea, fo {irong may this falſe aſſurance be, that they dare 
boldly venture togo tothe judgment ſeat of God, and there 
detend it, Mat. 7.22. Lord, Lord, have we not prophecyed in 
thy name ? « 

Doth the Spirit of God fill the heart of the aſſured be- 
liever with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, giving them 
through faith a prelibation or forctaſte of heaven it ſelf, in 
thoſe tirlt fruits of it ? How near to this comes that which 
the Apoltle ſuppoſes may be found even in Apoſtates ! Heb. 
6. 8.9. whoare there (aid, to taſte the good word of God, and 
the porvers of the world to come, What ſhall I ſay if real 
Chriſtians delight in Ordinances, thoſe that are none may 
alſo delight in approaching to God, Ezek. 33. 32.' It may 
be you wlll ſay, though the difference be not calily diſcern- 
able in their active alan yet, when it ſhall come to 
ſuffering, there every eye may diſcern it: the falſe heart 
will then flinch, and cannot brook that work. And yet, even 
this is no infallible rule neither 3 for the Apolile ſuppoſes, 
that the Salamander of hypocriſie may live in the very flames 
of Martyrdom, 1 Cor. 13.3. If 1gtrve my body to be burnt, 
and have not charity. And it was long fince determined in 
this caſe, Nox pena, ſed cauſa facit Martyrem 3 {o that without 
controverlie, the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing them is very 

reat. 
, And this ,difference will yet be more ſubtile and undi- 


| 


ſcernable, if I ſhould tell you, that as in ſo many things, the 
; hypo- 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 


If. | 


hypocrite reſembles the Saint: ſo there are other things 
in which a real. Chriſtian may a& too like an bypocrite. 
When we find a Pharoah confciling, an Herod practiſing, as 
well as. hearing, a 7#4x preaching Chriſt, an Alexander 
ventring his lite for Pax]; and on the other lide; ſhall tind 
a David condemning that in another, which*he praftiſed 


bling, and cven all the Diſciples forſaking Chriſt in an hour 
of trouble and danger. O then ! how hard is it for the eye 
of man to diſcern betwixt chaff and wheat ? how many up- 
right hearts.are now'cenſured, whom God will clear ? how 
many falſe hearts are now approved, whom God will con- 
demn ? men ordinarily have no clear convictive proofs, but 
only probable ſymptoms, which at moſt can beget but a con- 
jeural knowledge of anothers ſtate. And they that ſhall 
peremptorily judge cither way, may poſhbly wrong the ge- 
neration of the upright; or on the other fide, abfolve and 
juſtitie the wicked; And truly, conſidering what hath been 
faid it is no great wonder that dangerous miſtakes are fo 
frequently made in this matter. But though man cannot, the 
Lord both can, and will perte&ly diſcriminate them. The 
Lord knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2.19. He will havea day 
perfectly to ſever the tares from the wheat, to melt off the 
varniſh of the moitreſplendent and refined hypocrite, and to 
blow off the aſhes of infirmities, which have covered and 
obſcured the very ſparks of lincerity in his people. He will 
make ſuch a'divifion as was never yet made in the world, 
how many diviſions ſoever there have been in it. And then 
ſhall men indeed return, and diſcern betwixt the righteous and 
the wicked, betwixt himthat ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 
him not. Mcan while (my ſoul) thou canſt not better imploy 
thy ſelf, whether thou be ſound or unſound, than in making 


theſe refle&tions upon thy ſelf. 
REFLECTIONS. 


ARE is this ſo? then Lord, pardon the raſhneſs and pre- 
cipitancy of my cenſorious ſpirit; tor I have often 
boldly. 


himſelf 3 an Hezekzab glorying in his riches, » Peter diſſem- |. 


The cenſorious 
| ſouls retleRion 


Hasbandry fpiritualized ; Or, 


24 
The preſump- 


| ruous ſouls Re- 
| tleftion. 


-] fit qualifications for ſuch a work as this. Can I pierce into 


| there no other con{ideration, that alone might reſt in a thee 


boldly anticipated thy judgment, and aſſumed thy preroga- | 
tive, although thou haſt ſaid, Why doſt thou judge thy brotber?\\ 
and why doſt thou ſet at nought thy brother? we ſhall all ſtand be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, for it is written,as T live (ſaith 
the Lord every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall cont- 
feſs to God. Let us not therefore judge one Sac 1 any more, 
Rom. 14+ 10,11,12,13. And again, Fl? thet judgeth me is the 
Lord. Let us therefore judge nothing before the time, until the 
Lord come,who both wil bring to light the hidden things of dark: 
xeſr.,anud maks mavifeſt the counſels of the heart , and then ſhall 
every man have praiſe of God, 1 Cor. 4. 4, 5. 

What if God will own ſome of them for his Sons, to 
whom refuſe to give the reſpect of brethren ? I may paſs 
haſty and headlong, cenſures upon others, but where is my 
commithon for ſo doing ? I want not only a commiſſion, but 


| the heart as God ? can I infallibly diſcover the hidden mo- 
tives, ends, and principles of actions? Beſides, O my ſoul ! 
thou art conſcious of ſo much falſneſs in thy ſelf, that were 


from all uncharitable and haſty cenſures. If others knew 
but what I know of my ſelf, would they not judge as ſevere- 
ly of me, as I do of others ? 

Though I may not judge the final ſtate of another, yet 1 
may and ought to judge the tate of my own ſoul; which is 
doubtleſs a more neceſſary and concerning work to me. For 
fince every ſaving grace in a Chriſtian hath its counterfeit in 
the hypocrite, how necdful is it, for thee, (O my ſoul) to 
make a ſtand here, and ſolemnly to ponder this great queſti- 
on ! whether thoſe things whereon I depend as my beſt evi- 


dences for the. life to come, be the real, or only the com- 
mon works of the Spirit ? whether they be ſuch as can now 
endure the teſt of the Word, and abide a fair tryal at the bar 
of my own conſcience ? 

Come then, my foul ! ſet the Lord before thee, to whom 
the ſecrets of all hearts are manifeſt; and in the awful 
ſence of that great day, make true anſwer to theſe heart-di(- 
covering, queries3 for though thou canſt not diſcern the 
difference 


— 
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difference betwixt theſe tings in another, yet thou mayeſt 
and oughteſt to diſcern it in thy ſelf; for what man knows 
the things of a man', ſave! the'{pirit of man that is in 
him ? 
Firſt, Is my obedience /uniform ? am I-the. fame man 
in all times, places and. companies ? or rather, am I not ex- 
a& and curious in open and'publick 3 remiſs and carelels, in 
private and ſecret duties ? fincere fouls are unitorm ſouls, 
Pſal. 119. 6.the hypocrite is no cloſet-man, Mat, 6. 5. 
Secondly, Doth that which I. call grace ,in me, oppoſe 
and mortihe, or doth it not rather quietly conklift with, and 
prote& my luſts and corruptions ?' true grace tollerates no 
_ Gel. 5; 17. No, not the boſom darling-corruption, P/z. 
18. 23. | , 
Thirdly, Doth that which I call my grace , humble, 
empty and abaſe my {oul ? or rather, doth it not puff it, up 
with (elf-conceitedneſs ?-all. faving grace is humble: | grace, 
1 Cor. 15. 10. But theſoxt which is lifted up, is not "prigbt; 
Hab. 2. 4. i, TY 
Laſtly-Carſt thou. (my ſoul) rejoyce and bleſs God for 
| the grace imparted to others ? and- rejoyce, if any delign 
for "Chriſt be carried on in, world by other hands ?: or ra- 
ther, doſt thou not envy thoſe that excel thee, and careſt tor 
no work in which thou art ;not ſeen? ins 
But ſtay my ſoul, it is enough ; If theſe be the fubſtan- 
tial differences betwixt ſpecial and common grace, I more 
than doubt, I ſhall not endure the day of his coming, Whoſe 
fan is in his hand. Da not thoſe ſpots appear upon me, which 
ere not the ſpots of his.children? Wo is me, poor wretch, 
the characters of death are upon; my ſoul ! Loxg, add power 
to the form, life to the name to live, praftiſe to the; ,know- 
ledge, or I periſh eterially ! O rather give me the, Saints 
heart, than the Angels tongue 3 the poorelt breathing of thy 
Spirit, than the richeſt ornaments of common gifts : let me 
neither deceive my ſelf or others, in matters of ſo deep and 
everlaſting conſeguence ! - , Ni | 
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(2) Luk.7.39. 
{3 )Sam. 15.24 
(4)1 Per 1.8. 


(5 Joh. 5.33 


/ 


| (6) Nun 24.4- 
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The Poem, 


FN Eaſtern Countreys, as good Authors write, 
Tares in their#pringing up appear to fight 3 

Not like it {@f, a weed 3 but real wheat 

Whoſe ſhape, and form it counterfeits ſo neat 3 

Though *twould require a moſt judicious cye, 

The one from-t'other to divertihe. 

Till both to ſome maturity be grown, 


And then the difference is cas'ly known. 


Even thus (1) hypocriſie that curſed weed, 

Springs up ſo like true grace, that he will need 
More than a common infight in this caſe, 
That:faith thisis not, that is real grace. 

Ne're did'the cunning Actor, though a flave 
Array in princely robes 3 himſelt behave 

So like a King 3 as this doth act the part 

Of ſaving grace, by its deep helliſh art. 

Do gracious ſouls (2 ) melt, mourn and weep for fin ? 
The like in (3) hypocrites obſerv'd hath been. 


Have they their (4) comforts, joyes,and-raptures ſweet ? 


With them in comforts ('5) hyp3crites do meet. 
In all religious duties, they can $0 

As far as Saitits5 in ſome things farther too. 
They ſpeak like Angels, (6) and you'] think within 
The very ſpirit of Chriſt 3 and grace hath bin. 
They-come {oineer, that fome like Iſaac take 
Facob fox Eſau; this, for that miſtake. 

And boldly call (their: eycs with his being dim) 
True grace hypocrifie, and duty f1n. 

Yea, many alſo- Facob like imbrace 

Leah for Kachel, common gifts tor grace. 

And in their bbſoms hug it, till the light 
Diſcover their miſtake 3 and cleer their hight; 
And then like him, confounded they will cry, 


Alas? *tis Leah, curs'd bypocrilic. 


Guide ' * 


| 
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Guide me my God, that Tmay not in ſtead 

Of ſaving grace, nurſe up this curſed weed. | 
Olet my heart by thee at laſt be found 
Sincere, and all thy workings on it ſound. 
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CHAP. XIIL 


Fowls, weeds, and blaſtin _ do your corn annoy, 
Even ſo corruptions wonld your grace TO 
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OBSERVATION. 


{i &um are ( amongſt many others ) three critical and 
dangerous periods, betwixt the ſeed-time and Har- 
veſt. The tirft, when corn is newly committed to the carth, 

all that lyes uncovered i is quickly pickt up by the birds 3 and 
much of that which is but ſlightly covered, is ttockt up as 
ſoon as it begins to ſprout, by Rooks and other devouring, 
towls, Mat. 13. 4. but it it eſcape the fowls,, and gets 
root in the earth, yet then is it hazarded by noxious weeds, 
which purloin and ſuck away its nouriſhment, whillt it is yet 

in the tender blade. If by the care of the vigilant Husha.1d+ 
man it be freed trom choaking weeds yer laſtly, as great 

a danger as any of the former ſtill attends it 3. tor otten- | 
times, whilſt it is blowing in the ear, blaſtings, and mil- 
dews, {mite it in the ftalk, which cuts off the juice and ſap 
that ſhould aſcend to nouriſh the ear; and ſo ſhrivels and 
dries up the grain whillt it is yet immature , whereby it 
becomes like thoſe cars of corn in Pharaobs viſion, which 
were thin, and blaſted with the Ea-wind 3; cr like the 
ears the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of upon the houſe top, wherewith 
the reaper filleth not his arms. 

po 
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ſeed-rime to 
Harveſt, 
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APPLICATION. 


Rue grace from- the infancy to the perfe&tion thereof, 
conflicts with far more greater dangers, amongſt 
which it an{werably. mccts. with three davgerous periods 
which marvellouſly hazard it : So that it is a much greater 
wonder that it ever arrives at its juſt perfection. For (1) no 
ſooner hath the great Busbandman diſſeminated theſe holy 
| {ceds'in the regenerate heart, *but multitudes of impetuous 
corruptions immediately affault; and would cetainly ac- 
vcur them like the fowls of the air, did not the ſame arm 
that ſowed them, alſo protect them. It fares with grace, as: 
with Chrift its Author, whom Hercd tought to deſtroy in his 
very infancy. The new creature is ſcarce warm in its ſeat, | 
before it mult hght to defend its ſelf. This conflict is exccl- 
lently ſet torth in that famous Text, Gal. 5. 17. The fleſh 
luſteth againſt the ſpirit, aud the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and theſe 

are contrary the one to the cther , ſo that ye cannot do the things 
| that ye would, 

By fleſp here, underſtand the: corruption of nature by 
original fin, and the tinful motions thereof 3 by ſfirit, not |. 
the ſoul, or natural ſpirit of man, but the Spirit of God in 
man, viz. thoſe graces in men which are the workmanſhip 
of the Spirit, and thcrefore called by his name. The oppo- | 
ſition betwixt theſe two is expreſſed by luſting (3.e.) dehiring | 
the mutual ruine and deſtruction of each other;for even when | 
they are not aCing, yet then they are luſting, there is an op- | 
rolite diſpoſition againſt each other z which oppolition. is. 
both a formal and an effefive oppoſition. There are two con- 
trary forms. to- men in every Saint, Col.3.9, 10. From 
hence an effective 'oppolition muſt needs follow , for as 
things are in their natures and principles, ſo they are in their 
operations and eticcts; workings alwaycs follow bcings 3 
hre and water are of contrary qualities, and when they 
meet, they effectively oppoſe each other. Sin and grace are 
[fo eppaine, that it fin ſhould ceaſe to oppoſe grace, it 

would ceaſe to be finz and it grace ſhould not oppoſe tin, 


it | 
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it would ccaſc to be grace. And this doth much more endan- 
ger the work of grace, than any other enemy it hath 3 be- 
cauſe it works againſt it more wardly, conjtantly, and a4- 
va»ntagiouſly, than any thing elſe can do. (1) More inwardly ; 
tor it hath its being and working in the fame ſoul where grace 
dwells, yea, in the (clt ſame tare faculties, ſo that it not only 
{ets one faculty againſt another, but the ſame faculty againit 
it ſelf, the under(ianding againſt the underlianding, and the 
will againtt the will, {o that ye cannot do the good, nor 
yet the evil that ye would 3 not the good that ye would, 
becauſe when the ſpirit moves to good, and beats 
upon the heart by divine pulſations, exciting it to duty, 
'the fleth croſſes and oppoſes it- there; and if it can- 
not totally hinder the pertormance of a duty, yet it 
lames the ſoul upon the working hand, whereby the per- 
formance is not (0 {piritual, tree and compoſed, as it dehres 3 


nor yet the evil that you would commit, it grace were not: 


there, becauſe when luſt ſtirs in its firſt motions, grace puts 
a rub in its way. How can I do this great wickedneſs, and ſin a- 
gainſt God? Gen.39.9. And it it cannot ( which for the 
moſt part it doth.) hinder the acting ot-tin, yct it ſo engages 
the will againl(t it, that it 15 not committed with comp'acen- 
cy and full conſent, Rom. 7. 15. What I do, Tallow not. (2)It 
oppoſes it more conſtantly, it's like a continual drooping : a 
man can no more flie from this enemy, than from himſelf. 


There is a time whea the devil leaves tempting, Mat. 4. 11. | 


but no time whea corruption ceaſes from working. And 
laſtly,” it oppoſcs grace more advantagionſly than any other 
eneniy can do, for it is not only alwayes in the {ame foul 
with it, but it is there naturally -it hath the advantage of 
the ſoyl which ſuits with it. And yet, ohthe wonder ot trec 
grace ! it is not {wallowcd up in victory,it cſcapes this hazard. 

But (21y.) it ſoon micets with another, though it eſcape 
this, even by temptations which firike deſperately at the 


i very life of it; tor theſe like the weeds, with ſeemingly |. 


| loving imbraces, clalp about itz and did not the faithtul 


; God now make a way to eſcape, inſtead of an Harveſt, we | 


| ſhould have an heap: For, alas, what are we! to wreſtle 
| with 


'. 
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I . 
-1 The Apoſtates 
Refle&ion, 


_ principalities and powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſles in 
high places ? - 

Laſtly, fad relapſes like blaſts and ruſtings do often fade 
and greatly endanger it , when it's even ready for the Har- 
veſt. Thus it fell outwwith David, whoſe laſt wayes were not 
like his firſt 3 and yet by this, theſe holy fruits are not utter- 
ly deſtroyed, becauſe it is the ſeed of God 3 and fo is im- 
mortal, 1 Johy 5. 4, 5. and alſo becauſe the promiles of per- 
ſeverance and victory made to it, cannot be fruſtrated 3 a- 
mongſt which theſe are excellent, 1/2. 54. 10. Fer. 34. 40. 
1 Cor, 1. 8. Pſal. 1.3. Pſal. 125. 1. Job. 4. 14. So that 
here is matter of unſpeakable comfort z though the fleſh 
ſay, Ego deficiam, I will fail theez though the world ſay, 
Ego decipiam, 1 will deceive thee 3- though the devil fay, 
Ego eripiam, T will ſnatch thee away 3 yet as long, as Chriſt 
ſaith, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee 3 thy graces 
arc {ecure, in the midſt bf all theſe enemies. 


—_— 


REFLECTIONS. 


= ſoul of mine was once plowed up by conviction, 
and ſown (as I thought ) with the ſecd of God.In thoſe 
daycs many purpoſes and good reſolutions began to chink 
and bud forth, promiſing a bleſſed Harveſt: But O ! (with 
what conſternation and horror ſhould 1 ſpeak it 3) the cares 
and pleaſures of this lite, the luſts and corruptions of my 
balc heart ſpringing up, have quite deſtroyed and choakt it 
by which it appears, it was not the ſeed of God, as I then 
| imagined it to bez and now my cxpected Harveſt ſhall be 
an heap, in- the day of grief, and deſperate ſorrow, I/a.17.11. 
| I had convitions, but they are gone: troubles for fin, con- 
 (cience of dutics, but all is blaſted, and my ſoul is now as a 
| barren held, which God hath curſed. 

Wo is me ! I have revolted from God, and now that 
dreadtul word, Fer. 17. 5, 6. is evidently fulfilled upon me 3 
For I am ke the beath in the deſart, that ſeeth not when good 
cometh , my ſoul inhabits the parched places of the wilderneſs. 


” 


Alas ! all my formal and hcartle(s duties were but as ſo many 
{care- 


Me A 


promiſes do not exclude, but imply the uſe of means, At. 


and I ſhall live out cvery minute God hath appointed 3 but 
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RE pen__ Eon” 

ſcare-crows in the field, which could not defend theſe 
flight workings from being devourcd by the infernal fowls. | 
Had theſe principles been the feed of God, no doubt they 
would have contitiued and overcome the world, 1 Joh.2.19. 
Wretched ſoul ! thy caſe is ſad, it will. be better with the 
uncultivated wilderneſs, than with ſuch a fniſcarrying ſoy], 
unleſs the great Husbandman plow thce up the ſecond time, 
and ſow thy heart with better ſeed. _ 

Andare the corruptions of my heart to grace, what fowls, 
weeds, and mildews are tothe corn ? O what need-have I 
then to watch my heart, and. keep it with all diligence 3 tor 
in the life of that grace is wrapt up the lite of my foul. He 
that carrics a candle in his hand in a bluſtring ſtormy night, 
had need to cover it cloſe, leſt it be blown out, and he left 
in darkneſs. O let me never ſay, God hath promiſed it ſhall 
perſevere, and theretore I need not be fo {olicitous to pre- 
ſerve itz foras this inference is quite oppolite to the nature 
of true grace and aſſurance, which never incourage to care- 
leſsneſs, but provoke the ſoul to an induſtrious uſe of means 
to preſerve it. So, it is in it (elf an irrational and ſenſle(s 
concluſion, which will never follow from any Scripture 
promiſe: for although it is readily granted, that God hath 
made many comfortable-and ſweet promiſes to the graces of 
his people,yet we mult expect to enjoy the benefits &bleflings 
of all thoſe promilſes,in that way and order.in whichGod hath 
promiſed them 3 and that is in the careful and diligent uſe of 
thoſe means which he hath preſcribed, Ezek,36.36,37- for 


27.31. I know my lite is determined to a day, to an hour, 


yet, I am Bcund to provide tood,raiment and phylick to pre- 
{crve it. 

To conclude, let all doubting Chriſtians reflect (erioully 
upon this truth, and ſuck marrow and fatneſs out of it to 
ſtrengthen and eftabliſh them againſt all their tears . your 
life, your ſpiritual lite, hath for many years hanged in fuf- 
pence before you; and yow have often ſaid with David, 1 
thall one day fall by the hand of Saul. Deſponding, trem- 


bling, 


a 


The careleſs 
ſouls refle&ion } . 


Ay 


The doubting F 
ſouls refleion | 


— 


wo 


| 
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| (1) Mar.13-4:5 


(2) Mar. 13.7. 


bling, ſoul, lift upthine eyes and look upon the fields 3 the 


The corn, as flattering Ivy doth the oak. 


corn lives ſtill, and grows up: though birds have watcht to 
devour it, ſnows have covered it, beaſts have cropt it, weeds 
have almoſt choakt it, yet it's preſerved. Aud hath not God 
more care of, that precious ſeed of his: own ſpirit in thee, 
than any Husbandmarr hath of his corn? hath he not ſaid, 
That baving begun the good work in thee ; he will perfeft it to the 
day of Chrit? Phil.2.6.Hath he not ſaid, I give unto them eter- 
nal life,” and they ſhall never periſh? John 12. 28. Haſt thon 
not many times ſaid, and thought of it, as thou doſt now,and 
and yet it lives? O, what matter of unſpeakable joy and com- 
fort is this to upright ſouls ! Well then, be not diſcharged, 
for thou dolt not run as one uncertain, nor hight as one that 
beats the air, 1 Cor. 9. 26. but the foundation of God ſtands 
(ure, having this ſcal, the Lord knows who are his, 2 Tim. 
2. 19. Though thy grace be weak, thy God is ſtrong;though 
the ſtream ſeem*ſometimes to fail, yet it's fed by an ever- 
flowing tountain. 


The Pas, 


* br jultly wondered that an car of corn, 
Should come at laſt in fafety to the Barn. 
It runs through many hazards, threatning harms 
Betwixt the ſowers hands, and reapers arms. 
The earth no ſooner takes it from the ſack 

But you may ſee behind the ſowers back , 
A troop of (1) thieves, which would at once deſtroy 
That ſeed in which lyes hid the ſeed of joy. 

This dangerous period paſt, it ſoon doth fall 

Into aſecond, no leſs*critical. 

It ſhooteth forth the tender blade, and then 

The noxious (2) weeds engender it agen. 

Theſe claſp about it till they kindly choak 
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Are weeds deſtroyed, and all that danger paſt? 
Lo now another comes, the work at laſt. 
For when ith ear it blow, begins to kern, 

| As mildew (3) [mites it which youcan't diſcern ; 
' Nor any way prevent, till all be loſt 

The corn deſtroy'd, with all your hopes and coſt. 
| Thus ſaving grace, that precious ſeed of joy 
| Which hell and nature plot (4) how to deſtroy, 
| Eſcapes ten thouſand (5) danger's firſt and latt. 
| O who can ſay now all the danger's paſt? 
"Tis like a crazy bark toſt in a ſtorm, 
Or like a taper which is ſtrangely born 

Without a lanthorn, ina blultring nightz - 
| Or like to.glimmering ſparks whoſe dying light 
Is ill preſerv'd : The roaring waves (well high 
Like moving mountains in the darkned sky 

Oa their proud backs, the little bark is even 
Mounted unto the battlements of heaven, 

From thence diſmounted to the deeps doth ſlide 
Receiving water upon every {ide 3 

Yet he whoſe voice theproudeſt waves obey 
Brings it at laſt into the quiet key, 

The bluſtring winds ſtrive with a fatal puff, 

To bring the tapor to a ſtinking ſnuff; 

Their churliſh blaſts extinguiſh it, and then ; 
Oar gentle breath recovers it agen. 
The tainting {parks beneath the aſhes lye, 
Where choakt 3 and ſmother*d'they begin to dye z 
But theſe colle&ed, we do gently blow, 
Till from faint ſparks to lively flames they grow. 
Even thus is grace preſerv'd, thus kept alive 
By conſtant wonders, Grace doth live and thrive, 


(3)Hag. 2,16, 


(4) Gal. 5.17, 
(5) Rey. 3+ SZ. 
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Upon rhe pa- 
rience of rhe 
Husban4man 

for the harveſt 


th. Ms 


. | a Chriſtian to be of an haſty and impatient ſpirit. 


CHAP. XIV. "44 


Our Husbandmen for Harveſt wait and ſtay, 
O let not any Saint do leſs than they. 


OBSERVATION. 


HD expectation of a good Harveſt at laſt , makes the 


Husbandman with untired patience to digeſt all his la- 
bours. He that plows, plows in hope, 1 Cor. 6. 19. and they 
are not (0 irrational to think , they ſhall preſently be par- 
takers of their hope, nor ſo fooliſh to anticipate the Harveſt, 
by cutting down their corn before it be fully ripened , but 
are content to plow, ſow and weed itz and when it's fully 
ripe, then they go forth into their fields and reap it down 
with joy. 


APPLICATION. 


£2 a little Corn cauſe men to digeſt fo many difficult 
| labours, and make them wait with invincible patience 
till the reaping time come ? much more ſhould the expea- 
tion of eternal glory ſteel and fortifie my ſpirit againſt all 
intercurrent hard(hips and difhculties, It leaſt of all becomes 
Light is 
ſown for the righteous, and joy for the wpright in bears, Pal. 
92. 11. Behold the Husbandman waiteth, &c. Jam. 5.7. Be 
patient therefore my Brethren, for the coming of the Lord draws 
neer. There are three great Arguments to perſwade Chri- 
ſtians to a long-ſuffering and patient frame under ſufferings. 
(1) The example of Chriſt, Iſa. 53.7. to think how quiet- 
ly he ſuffered all injuries and difficulties with invincible pa- 
tience, is ſufficient to ſhame the beſt of Chriſtians, who are 


jay ſuch ſhort ſpirits. I have read of one Elezarius a noble 
man 


__—_ 
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man, that when his wife wondered at his exceeding great 
patience in bearinig njuries 3 he thus anſwered her, You 
know ſometimes my heart is ready to rife with indignation 
againſt ſuch as wrong me, but I preſently begin to think of 
| the wrongs that Chriſt ſuffer'd, and fay thus to my (clf, al- 
| though thy ſervant ſhould pluck thy beard, and ſmite thee 
| on thy face, this were nothing to what thy Lord ſuffer'd-. 
| he ſuffered more and greater things 3 and affurs your (cl: 
| (wife) 1 never leave off thinking on the injuries done to my 
Saviour, till ſuch time as my mind be ſtill and quiet. To this 
| purpole it was well noted by Bernard, ſpeaking of Chriſt's 
| humiliation 3 was Chriſt the Lord of glory thus humbled 
and emptied of his fulneſs of glory ? and (hall ſuch a worm 
as I (well? (2) The deſert of fin, Lam. 3+ 39. Why doth the 
| living man complain? It was a good ſaying of bleſſed Greex- 
bam: When fin lyes heavy, affligion lyes light. And itis a 
famous inſtance which Dr. Taylor gives us of the Duke of 
Condey ; I have read (faith he) whenthe Duke of Condia had 
voluntarily entred into' the incommoditics of a religious po- 
verty and retirement 3 he was one day fpied and piticd by a 
Lord of Italy, who out of tenderneſs wiſht him to be morc 
careful and nutritive of his perſon 3 the good Duke anſwer- 
ed, Sir, be not troubled, and think not, that I am ill provi- 
ded of conveniences, for I ſend an Harbinger before me 
that makes ready my lodgings , and takes care that I be 
royally entertained, The Lord asked him, - who was his 
Harbinger ? he anſwered, the knowledge of my ſelf, and 
the conſideration of what I deſerve for my fins, wh c"1 is 
eternal torments z and when with this knowledge I arrive at 
my lodging, how unprovided ſoever I find it, methinks it is 
ever better than I deſerve; and as the ſenſe of fin, which me- 
rits hell, ſweetens preſent difficulties: So, ( to come home 
tothe preſent fimilitude) do the expeRations, and hopes of 
a bleſſed harveſt, and reward in heaven. This made Abraham 
willing to wander up and down many years as a firanger in 
the world ; for he looked for a City that hath foundations , 
whoſe builder and maker is God. The hopes of ſuch a harveſt 


cm mm. 


I en en n-aw 


is incouragement enough to work hard, and wait long 3 yet | 
R 2 ſome 


Dr. Taylors 
great Exem- 


plar, p. 103, 


— 
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ſome Chriſtians are”ſo impatient of it, that they would fain 
be r:aping before the time; but as God hath by an unalterable 
lay of nature, appointed both the ſeaſons of ſecd time and 
| harveſt (which are therefore called the appointed wecks of 
the harveſt) Fer. 5,24. and theſe cannot be haſten'd; bur 
when we have done all that we can on our part, muſt waic till 
God lend theformer and latter rain, and given every natu- 
ral caule its cf, So is it in reference to our {piritual hat- 
velt ; we are appointed to ſweat inthe uſe of all God's ap» 
pointments, and when we have done all, mult patiently 
wait tiil the divine decrees be accompliſhed, and the tire of 
the promiſe be fully comez In due time we (hall reap, it we 
faint not. To which patient expectation, and quiet wait- 
ing for the glory-to come, theſe following conſiderations are 
of excellent uſe. 
"MN As the Husbandman knows when the Sced-time is paſt , 
it will not be long to the harveſt ; and the longer he waits, 
the neerer (till it is, Sothe Chriſtian knows, It isbut yet 2 
little while, and he that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry, 
H-b. 10.37. And that now his ſalvation is nearer than when be 
firſt believed, Rom. 13.11. What a ſmall point of time is 
'| our waiting time, compared with eternity ? yet a few dayes | 
more, and then comes the long expeed and welcome har- | 
| 


velt. 


"A The Husbandman can tind other work to do, before the 
reaping time come 3 he need not ſtand idle, though he can- | 
not yet reap. And cannot a Chriſtian find any work to do for | 
God, till he come to heaven? O, there is much work to do | 
and ſuch work as is only proper to'this ſeaſon. You may | 
| now reprove fin, exhort to duty, ſuccour the diſtreſſed, this | 
| is good wcrk, and this is your only time for ſuch work; the | 
| whole of eternity will be taken up in other imployments, T | 
think it meet (aith Peter) as long as T am in this tabernacle, to | 
ſtir up your minds, knowing ſhortly, that T muſt put off this taber- | 
nacle, 2 Pet. 1; 13, 14. q. d, I know I have but a little time | 
to work among you, I am almoſt at heaven; and therefore 
am willing to husband this preſent moment as well as I can 
| for you. O Chriſtians! you need not and idle, look __ 
about 


L 
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about you upon the multitude of forlorn finners, ſpeak now to 
them for God, . ſpesk now to God for them 3, for ſhortly you 
ſhall ſo ſpeak no more, you hall fee them no more till you 
ſee them at Chriſt s Bar, God leaves you here for their (akes, 
up and be doing : It you had done all you were to do for 
your ſelves and them, he would have you to heaven immedi- 
ately, you ſhould not waic a moment longer for your 
lory. 

X — DFO know, though they cannot yet gather in the 
preciqus fruits of the earth, yet all this while they are ripen» 
ing and preparing tor the harveſt; they would not houſe it 
green, or take it before its time, And is not this alſo my 
preparation time for glory ? As God prepared heaven for 
his people, by an eternal decree, Mat. 25. 34. by an a& of cre- 
ation, Heb. 11. 10, by the death of Chriftt, which made a 
purchaſe of it, Heb. 10. 19, 20. and by his aſcenſion into it, 
Foh. 14.2, 3+ So thereaſon why we are kept here, isin order 
to our fitting forit. Heaven 15 ready, but we are not fully 
ready 3 the Barn is fit to receive the corn, but the corn is not 
yet fit to be gathered into it. But for this ſelf ſame thing God 
is now working ns, 2 Cor. 5.5. he is every day at work, by 
Ordinances, and by providences, to perte& his work in us 
and as ſoon as that is hniſhed, we ſhall hear a voice like that, 
Rev. 11.12. Come wp bither, and immediately we ſhall be in 
the ſpirit : for how ardently foever we long for that deſirable 
day, Chriſt longs for it more than we can do. 

The Husbandman is glad of the firſt fruits, that incouras 
oes him , though the greateſt part be-yet out 3 and have not 
you received the firfi fruits of that glory ? have you no carn- 
eſis, pledges, and firſt fruits of it? *Tis your own fault, it 
every day you tzed not upon ſuch bleſſed comforts of the ſpi- 
rit, Rom. 8-23, Rom. 5.2.1 Pet. 8.9. O how might the in- 
terpoling time, even all the dayes of your patience here, be 
ſweetned with ſuch prelibations of the glory to come ! 

Husbandmen know *cis beſt toreap, when '%tis fic to reap 3 
one handful fully ripe, 15 worth many theaves of green corn. 
And you know, heaven will be ſweetcit to you, when you 
are fitteſt for itz the chi:d would piuck the apple while it's 


green, ' 


. 
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'V 
The longing 
ſouls refle&ion 


| of all his toyl and labour 3 but what is his harveſt to mine ? 


reen, but he might gather it ealier, and taſte it ſweeter, 
ſy tarrying longer for it, We would fain be gloriticd per ſa]- 
tum, When we have got a talte of heaven, weare all in haſt 
to be gone. Then, O thatI had wings as adove ! I would 
flie away, and be atreſt, Then wecry to God for our ſelves, 
as Moſes tor his tifter Miriam, Heal ber [ now] O God, Theſeech 
thee, Num. 12.13. Gloritie me now, OLord, Ipray thee 1 
But ſurely, as God hath contrived thy glory in the beſt of 
wayes, {o he hath appointed for thee the fitteſt of ſeaſons 3 and 
when ever thou art gathered into glory, thou ſhalt come as a 
ſhock of corn in its ſeaſon, 


REFLECTIONS, 


'T Have waited for thy ſalvation, O God ! Having received 

thy firſt fruits, my foul longs to fill its boſome with the 
fall ripe ſheaves of Glory. As the Hart panteth for the water 
brooks, ſo _ my ſoul for thee, O God! O, when ſhall 1 
come and appear before God ? I defire to be diſſolved, and 
to be with Chriſt, When ſhall I ſce that moſt lovely face? 
When ſhall I hear his ſoul-tranſporting voice ? Some need 
patience to dye, I need it as much to live! Thy fights, O 
God, by faith, have made this world a burden, this body a 
burden, and this foul to cry like thirſty David, O that one 
would give me of the waters of Bethlehem to drink ! The 
Husbandman longs for his Harveſt, becauſe it is the reward 


what is a little corn to the enjoyment of God ? What is the 
joy of harveſt, to the joy of heaven ? what are the ſhoutings 
of men in the fields, to the acclamations of glorified ſpirits 
in the kingdome of God? Lord, I have gone forth bearing 
more precious ſeed than they z when ſhall I return rejoyce- 
ing, bringing my ſheaves with me? Their harveſt comes 
when they receive their corn, mine comes when [I leave it, 
O much deſired harveſt! O day of the gladneſs of my 
heart ! How long Lord ! How long! Here I wait as the 
poor man at Betheſda's pool, looking when my turn will come, 
but every one (teps into heaven before me 3 yet Lord, Iam 

content 
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content to wait till my time be fully come. I would be con- 
tent to ſtay for my glorification, till I have finiſht the work 
of my generation 3 and when I have done the will of God, 
then to receive the promiſe, If thou have any work on earth 
to uſe me in, Iam content to abide : Behold, the Husband- 
man waiteth, and (o will I; tor thou art a God of judgement, 
and bleſſed are are all they that wait for thee. 

But how doth my floathful ſoul fink down into the fleſh , 
and ſettle it (elf in the love of this animal life? How doth 
it hug, and wrap up it felt in the garment of this mortality , 
not deſiring to be removed hence, to the more perfe& and 
bleſſed ſtare? The Husbandman indeed is content to ſtay till 
the appointed weeks of the Harveſt 3 but would he be con» 
tent to wait alwayes ? O my ſenſual heart! is this life of hope 
as contentful to thee, as the lite of viſion will be ? Why dof 
thou not groan within thy ſelf, that this mortality might be 
ſwallowed up of lite ? Doth not the ſcripture deſcribe the 
Saints by their earneſt looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus unto eternal life ? Fude 21. By their baſtgning unto the 
coming of the day of God, 2 Pet. 3.12. What is the matter 
that my heart hangs back ? doth guile lye upon my conlci- 
ence? Orhavel gottzn into a pleaſant condition in the 
world which makes me ſay as Petey on the Mount , It's good 
t0 be here? Or want the aſſurance of a better ſtate? Muſi 
God make all my fearthly comforts die , before I fhall be 
willing to die ? Awake Faith, awake my Love z beat up the 
drowzy deſires of my foul, that I may fay , make haft my 
Beloved, and come away. 


The 
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(1)John 4.35. 


(2) x Cor. 9.19 


(3): Cor.9.10. 


(4) Jam. 5+ 7. 


(5) Gal. s. 37. 


(6)1Per.g.18. 


(7)Rom. 1.7. 


(8)Prov. 4.18, 


(9)Pal.4.6,47. 


| (x1) As 7. 17. 


The Poem, 


N O prudent Husbandman expecs 
the fruit of what he ſows, 

Till every cauſe have its effects; 

and( 1 )then he reaps and mows. 


He works in (2) hope the year throughout, 
and counts no labour loſt ; 

If when the ſeaſon comes about 
His harveſt (3) quits his coſt. 


This rare(4 example juſtly may 
rebuke, and put to (ſhame; 

My ſoul which ſows its ſeed one day, 
and looks to reap the ſame. 


Is curſed{'5)nature now become 
{o kind a foyl to grace, 

That to perfection it ſhould come 
within fo ſhort a ſpace. 


Grace ſprings not up with ſpeed and (6) eaſe 
like muſhrooms in a night 

But rather by (7) degrees increaſe 
as doth the (8_) morning light, 


Is corn fo dear to Husband men ? 
much more is (9) heaven to me, 

Why ſhould not I have patience then ? 
to wait as well as he. 


To promiſes (1) appointed years, 
by God's decrees are (ct 

Theſe once expir'd beyond its fears 
my ſoul ſhall quickly get. 


How | 
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How (2 )ſmall a part of haſty time 
Which (3 ) quickly will expire, © Heb 13.14. 
Doth me within this world confine, 3)Heb. 17-10, 


and then comes my deſire. 


Come Lord,(4)how long ! my ſoul hath gaſp'd 
faith my aft:ions (5) warms. 

O when (hall my poor ſoul be claſp'd, 
ta its redeemers arms. 


The time ſeems (6) long. yet here Ve lye 
til: thou my God do call, 

It is enough, eternity 
will make (7) amends for all. 


CH 4 FF XÞBC 


Corn fully ripe, is reap'd, and gather'd in. 
So muſt your felves when ripe in grace or ſin. 


i... 


OBSERVATION. 


V 


— 


Hen the fields are white to harveſt,then Husband- 
men walk through them, rub the ears, and finding 


the grain full and ſolid, they preſently prepare their Sithes 


and Sickles, ſend for their harveſimen , who quickl 


y reap 


and mow them down 3 and after theſe follow the binders, who 
ſtitch it up 3 from the fteld where it grew, it's carried to the 
Barn where it is threlhed out the good grain gathered 
into an heap, the chatf ſeparated and burnt, or thrown to the 
dunghil, how bare and naked do the fields look after harveſt 
which before were plealant to behold ? When the harveſt 
men enter into the field , ” is ( to allude to that, Foel 2. 3-) 


bctore 


(4)Rev.22.17. 
(5s)Heb.r 1.13. 


(6)Rom.$.2 3 


(7)Rom.8.18, 


Upon rhe har- 
veſt ſcaſon, 


_ 


| 


/ 
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: before them , like the garden of Eden , and behind them a 


deſolate wilderneſs 3 and in ſome places its uſual to fet fire to 
che dry ſtubble, when the corn is houſed z which rages furi- 
| ouſly, and covers it all with aſhes. 


APPLICATION, 
He Application of this, I find made to my hands , by 
Chrilt himſclfin Mat. 13+ 38, 39. The field is the 
world, the good ſeed are the Children of the kingdom.the tares are 
the children of the wicked one, the enemy that ſowed them is the 
devil, the harveſt is the end of the world, the reapers are the An- 

dr. 

, The fic!d is the world 3 there both the godly and ungodly 
live and grow together , till they be both ripe, and then 
they ſhall both be reaped down by death 3 death is the Sickle 
that reaps down both. 
lowing particulars. 
In a catching harveſt, when the Husbandman ſees the clouds 
begin to-gather and grow black, he hurries in his corn! with 

all poflible haſt, and houſes day and night. 


into their graves, when judgments are coming upon the 
world, Iſa. 57.1. The righteous periſh and no man layeah it to 
heart, and merciful men are taken away > none conſidering that 
the righteous is taken away from the evil to come. Methuſalah died 
the year before the lood, Anguſtine a little before the ſack- 
ing of Hippo, Parews juſt betore tne raking of Heidleberge , 
Luther a little before the Wars brake out in Germany ; but 
what ſpeak I of ſingle Saints? Sometimes the Lord houſes 
great numbers together , bcfore ſome ſweeping jadgement 
comes» How many bright and glorious ſtars did fer almoſt 
together, within the compals of a few years to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of many wiſe and tender hearts in England, I find 
lome of ther ranked in a Funeral Elegy. 


The learned Twiſſe went firſt, (it was his right) 


Thea holy Palmer, Barrongbs, Love, Gonge, Whine, 


— —_—__ _ 


So doth God the great Husbandman, he hurries the Saints 


I will open this Allegory in the fol- þ 


| 


Hill 


4 


| 


lth. At. Ati... 
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Hill, Whitaker, grave Gataker and Strong, 

Perne, Mayſhal, Robinſon, all gone along, 

I have nor nam'd them half, their only ſtrife, 

Hath becn (of late) who ſhould firlt part with lite, 
Theſe tew who yet ſurvive, fick of this age 

Long to have done their parts and leave the ſtage. 


The Lord fecs it better for them to be under ground than 
above ground; and- therefore by a merciful providence lets 
them out of harms way. 

Neither the corn; or tares, can poſhibly refiſt the ſharp 
and keen Sickle , when it's applyed to them by the repers 
hand 3 ncither can the godly or ungodly refilt the roke of 
death; when God inflicts itz Eccl:ſ, &. 8, Nv man can keep 
alive bis own ſoul in the day of death , and there is no diſcharge 
in that war. + Thefrail body of man is as unable to withſtand 
that firoke, as the weak reeds, &r feeblefalks of the corn are 
to refilt the keen Sithe and ſharp Sickle. 

The reapers receive the wheat which chey cut down, into 
their armes and boſom. Hence that expreſſion, by way of im- 
precation upon the wicked, Pſal. 129. 7. Let them be as the: 
graſs npon the boſe top which withevs before it grows up, where- 
with the mower filleth not bis hand , mor be that bindeth ſheaves 
bis boſom. Sach withered graſs arethe wicked, whoare never 
taken into the reapers bolom';z but as ſoon as Saints are cut 
down by death, they fall into the hands and boſoms of the 
Angels of God, who bear them in their arms and boſoms to 
God their father, Lake 16. 22. For look, as thele bleſſed ſpirits 
did exceeding]y rejoyce at their converſion, Luke 15. 10. and 
thought it no diſhonour to miniſter to them whilſt they food 
in the field Heb, 1. 14. So when they are cut down,bydeath, 
they will rcjoyce to be their convoy to heaven, 

When the corn and weeds are reap'd or mowed down 
they ſhall never grow any more in that field ; neither ſhall 
we ever return to live an animal lite any more after death Fob 
7-9, 10. As the cloud is conſumed and vaniſhth away ſo bethat 
goeth down to the grave, ſhall come up no more be ſhall return no 


more to bis bouſe, neitber ſhall bis place know hins any more. 
S 2 Laſtly, 


_— 
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b Laſtly , (to come home to the particular obj:& of this 


Chapter ( the rcapers are never ſent to cut down the harveſt 
c3ll it be fully ripe 3 neither will God reap down Saints or 
ſinners, till they be come to a maturity of grace or wicked- 
n:ſs, Saints are not reap'd down till their grace be ripe, 
Fob 5.26. Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age, as aſhock, 
of corn cometh in in his ſeaſon. * Not that every godly man 
*« dies in ſuch a full old age (faith Mr. Caryl on the place) 
< but yet in one ſenſe it is an univerſal truth,and cver fulfilled ; 
* for whenſoever they die, they die ina gecd age; yea, 
* though they die in the ſpring and flower of their youth , 
« they die ina good old age, (5. e.)) they are ripe for death 
* when ever they die: When ever a godly man dies, it's 
© harveſt time with him, though in a natural capacity he be 
'* cut down while he is green, and cropt in the bud or bloſ- 
« ſom 3 yet in his ſpiritual capacity , he never dies before he 
* be ripe. God ripens his ſpeedily, when he intends to taks 
© them out of the world ſpeedily 3 he can let out ſuch warm 
« rayes and beams of his ſpirit upon them, as ſhall ſoon 
* maturate the ſeeds of grace into a preparednels for glo- 
«ry. F 

The wicked alſo have their ripening time for hell, and 
judgement 3; God doth with much long- ſuffering endure the 
v«ſſels of wrath , preparcd for deſtruction. Ot their ripe- 
neſs for jadgment the ſcripture often ſpeaks, Gen. 15, 16, 
The fin of the Amorites i not yet fall. And of Babilon, it's ſaid, 
Fer. 51+ 13+ O thou that dwelleſt upon many waters, thine end 
is come and the meaſure of thy covetouſneſs. 

'Tis worth remarking , that the meaſure of the fin, and 
the end of the ſinner come together. So Foe! 3.13. Put ye 
in the fickle , for the barveſt of the earth is ripe , for- the pre(s is 
fall, the fats overflow, for their wickedneſs is great. Where note, 
finners are not cut down till they be ripe and ready. Indeed 
they are never ripe for death , nor ready for the grave ; that 
is, fic todie; yet they are alwayes ripe for wrath, and ready 
for hcll before they die. Now as Husbandmen judge of 
the ripcnels of their harveſt , by the colour and hardneſs of 
the grainz Jo may we judge of the ripencſs both of 

Saints 


— 


——_ 
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Fomn and ſinners, for heaven or hell, . by theſe following 
ſigns. 


TT 


—_ 


Three Signs of the maturity of grace. 


V Hen the Corn is near ripe, it blows the head, and 

ftoops lower than when it was green. When the 
people of God are near ripe for heaven, they grow more 
humble and ſelf-denying, than in the dayes of their firſt pro- 
felon. The longer a Saint grows in this world, the' better 
he is ſtill acquainted with his own heart, and his obligations 
to God both which are very humbling things. Paul had one 
foot in heaven, when he called himfclt the chiele(t of finners, 
and leaſt of Saints, x Tim- 1.15. Eph. 3. 8. A Chriſtian io 
the progreſs of his knowledge and grace, is like a veſſcl &aft 
into the Sea, the more it fills the deeper it finks. Thoſe 
that went to ſtudy at Athens (faith Platarch) at firſt coming, 
ſeemed to themſelves co be wife men 3 . afterwards, only lo- 
vers of wiſdom, and after that, only thetoricians, ſuch as 
could ſpeak of wiſdom , but knew little of it, and laſt of all 
|Ideots in their apprehenfions 3 fill with the increaſe of lear- 
ning, laying aſtde their pride and arrogancy. 

When liarvelt is nigh, the grain is more ſolid and pithy 
than gver ic was beſorez green corn 1s ſoft and ſpungy , but 
ripe corn is ſubfiantial and weighty : So it is with Chrifti- 
ans; the aff; tions of a young Chriſtian perhaps are more 
ferverous and ſprightly, but thoſe of a grown Chrittian are 
more judicious and folid 3 their love to Chriſt abounds more 
and more in all judgment, Phil. 1, 9. The limbs ofa Child 
are more ative and plyable, but as he grows up to a perfe&t 
ſtate, the parts are more conſolidated and firmly knit, The 
fingers of an old Muſician are not ſo nimble, but he hath a 
more judicious ear in muſick, than in his youth. 

When Corn is dead ripe, it's apt to fall of its own accord 
to the ground, and there ſhed 3 whereby it doth as it were 
anticipate the harveſt man, and calls upon him to put in the 


_ Not unlike to which are the lookings and longings , 
| | the 


2, 
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the groanings and haftenings of ready Chriſtians to their ex- 
peed glory 3 they haſten to the coming of the Lord , or 
as Montenus more fitly renders it,they haſten the coming of the 
the Lord 3 (4. e. ) they are urgent and inſtant in their deſires 
and cryes to haſten his coming; their defires (ally forth to 
mect the Lord, they willingly take death by the hand ; as 
the corn bends to the earth, fo do theſe fouls co heaven. This 
(hews their harveſt to be near, 


Six ſigns of the maturity of Sin. 


WJ En finners are even dead ripe for hell, theſe ſigns 

appear upon them, or by theſe at leaſt, you may con» 

clude thofe ſouls not to be far from wrath, upon whom they 
appear. 

When conſcience is waſted and grown paſt feeling, having | 

no remorſe for fin; when it nas to check, reprove .and 


\mite for fin any more, the day of that finner is at hand, his 


harveſt is even come. The greateſt violation of 1conſcience 
is the greateſt of fins ; this was the caſe of the forlorn Gen+ 
tiler, among whom Satan had ſuch a plentiful harveſt 3 the 
patience of God ſuffered them to grow till their conſciences 
were grown ſeared and paſt feeling, Eph. 4.19. When a 
memberis {o mortified, that if you lanee and cat it never (o 
much,no freſh blood, or quick fleſh appears, nor doth the man 
feel any pain in all this, then it's time to cut it off, 

When men give themſelves over to the (atisfaQion of their 
lafts, to commit fin with greedineſs, then are they grown to 
2 maturity of fin z when men have ſlipt the reins of conſcience 
and ruſh headlong into all impiety, then the laſt ſands of 
Gods patience are running down. Thus Sodom and Gomorrab, 
and the Cities about them in like manner gave themſelves 
over to wickedneſs and firange fins; and then juſtice quickly 
cruſs*'d them up for an example, ſuffering the vengeance of e> 
ternal fire, 

That man is even ripe for hell, that is become a contriver 


_of 


' 
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of fin, a defigner, a ſtudentin wickedneſs; one would think 
it frange, that any man ſhould (ct his invention on work , 
upon ſuch a ſubject as fin isz that any ſhould fiudy to be- 
come a dexterous artift this way, and yet the Scripture fre- 
quently ſpeaks of fuch, whoſe bellies prepare deceit, Job 15.35. 
who tr avel in pain to bring forth, this detormed birth, ver.20. 
who wink with their eyes, whi'ſt plodding wickedneſs, as men 
uſe to do when they are moſt intent upon the fludy of any 
knotty problem , Prov. 6, 13. . Theſe have fo much of hell 
already in them , that they are more than half in hell alrea- 


"He that of a forward Profeſſor, is turn'd a bitter perſc- 
cutor, is alſo within a few rounds of the top of the ladder ; 
the contempt of their light, the Lord hath already puniſhed 
upon them, in their obduracy and medneſs againſt the light, 
Reader, if thou be gone thus far, thou art almoſt —— 
yond all hope of recovery. Towards other finners, God 
uſually exerciſes more patience , but with ſuch he makes 
ſhort work, When Fuda turns Traitor to his Lord, he is 
quickly ſent tos own place. Such as are again intangled 
and overcore&et thoſe luſis they once Teemed .to have clean 
eſcaped, theſe bring upon themſelves ſwift damnation, and 
theirTudgment lingers not, 2 Pet. 2. 3,20. 

He that can endure no reproot or controul in the way of 
his fin, but derides all counſel, and like a ſtrong current , 
rages at, and (ſweeps away all obKacles in his way, will quick- 
y fall into the dead lake, Prov. 29. 1. He that being often re- 
proved hardeneth his neck. ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed and that 
without remedy, This is a death ſport, a hell ſpot, where ever 
it appears. . From this very ſypmtom the Prophet plainly 
predicted the approaching ruine of Amaziab, 2 Chron. 25.16. 
I know that God bath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt 
done this, and haſt not bearkened to my voice. He that will not 
be timely connſelled, (ba!l be quickly deſtroyed. 

Lafily, when a man comes to glory in his {in, and boaſt 
of his wickedneſs, then its time to cut him down 3 ,wboſe 
end is deſtruftion, whoſe glory ir in their ſhame, Phil. 3. 16. 
This is a braving,a daring of God to his face,and with —_ 
OEVer 


—_— 
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Chriſtian, 
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loever he b:ars long, to be ſure, theſe are none of them. 
You (ce now, what are the ſigns of a full ripe finner 3 and 
when it comes to this, either with a Nation, or with a fingle 
perſon,then ruine is near, Foel. 3+ 13+ Gen. 15. 16, It is in the 
filling up of the meaſure of fin, as in the filling of a veſſel 
calt into the Sea, which rowls from fide to fide, raking in 
the water by litle and litle, till it be full, and then down it 
finks to the bottom. Mean while, admirable is divine pati- 
ence, which bears with theſe veſlcls of wrath, whilſt fitting 
tor deftruQtion. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Foun thy ſelf, O my ſoul ! with the heart ſtrengthen- 
ing bread of this divine meditation. Let faith turn every 
drop of this truth into a ſoul-reviving cordial. God hath 
ſown the precious ſced of grace upon my foul, and though 
my heart hath been an unkind ſoyl which hath kept it back 
and much hindered irs growth ; yet bleſſed be the Lord, it 
ſtill grows on, though by ſlow degrees 3 and from the ſpring- 
ing of the ſeed, and ſhootings forth of thoſe-gracious habits, 
I may conclude an approaching harveſt : Now is my falvati- 
on nearer than when I believed 3 every day I come nearer to 
my falvation, Rom, 13. 11. O that every day I were more 
ative for the God of my ſalvation! grow on my foul, and 
add to thy faith vertue, to thy vertue knowledge, &c. Grow 
on from faith to faith z keep thy (elf under the ripening in» 
fluences oft heavenly Ordinances; the faſter thou groweſt 
in grace, the ſooner thou ſhalt be reaped dowa in mercy,and 


yet attained the meaſure and proportion ot grace guy to 
me, neither am I already perte&, but am reaching torth to 


the things before me, and preſhing towards the mark for the 
prize of my heavenly calling, Phil. 3. 12, 13. O mercy to be 
admired } that I who lately had one foot in hell, ſtand now 
with one foot in heaven |! x 


But 


1 


bound up in the bundle af life, x Sam. 25.29. I havenot | 
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| pening apace for heaveh, I am withering 3 many a foul plow- 
| ed up by conviction, -and ſown- by ſanRification long atter 
| me, hath quite over-topt and out-grown me ? my {weet and 
| early bloſſoms were nipt and blown off, my bright morning 


overcaſt and clouded ; had I kept on according to the rate of 


my tirft growth, I had either now been in heaven, or at lealt 
in the ſuburbs of it on earth z but my graces wither and lan: 
guiſh, 'my heart contra&s and cools to heavenly things 3 the 
' Sun and rain of ordinances and providences improve not my 
| graces; how fad therefore is the fate of my foul ? 

| Thy caſe, O declining Saint, is fad { but not like mine; 
| thine is but a temporary remiſlion of the acts of grace, which 
| iS recoverablez but I amudicially hardening and treaſuring 
up to my ſelf wrath, againſt the day of wrath, Rom. 2. 5, Time 
was, when I had fome tender fenſe of fin, when I could 
mourn and grieve for it, now I have none at all, My heart 
is grown ſtupid and fottiſh, Time was when I had ſome 
conſciencious care of duty, and my heart would ſmite me for 
the negle& of itz but now none at all, Wretched foul! 
what wilt thou do? thou art gone far indeed, a few ſteps 
farther-will put thee beyond hope hitherto I ſtand in the 
field, the long-fuffering God doth yet ſpare me; yea, ſpare 

me, whiles he hath cut down many of my companions in fin 

round about me. What doth this admirable patience, this 

long-ſuffering drawn out to a wonder, ſpeak concerning me ? 

Doth it not tell me, that the Lord is not willing I ſhould pe- 

riſh, but rather come to repentance? 2 Pet. 3.9. And what 

argument is like his pity and patience, to lead a ſoul to re- 

pentance? Rom. 2.4- O that I may not fruſtrate at laſ}, 

the end of a long ſuffering God / left he proportion the de- 

grees of his wrath, according to the length ot his patience, 


But the caſc is far different with me, whilſt others are ri- 


The refieRion 
of a decaying 
Chriſtian. 
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(4)Mar. 24.3, 


{ (5)2Cor.s5 10, 


(6)Mart. 13. 304 


| (7)1b1d, 


(8)1 Cor. 6.9, 


4 \, 4%» 


| (9)Mar.13. 


(1)John 4.3. 
(2)Rev.14.15. 


The Poem, 


V Hen ficlds are (1) white to harveſt, forth you go 
With Sith's and(2 JSickles3 to reap down and mow. 

Down go the laden ears, flat to the ground ; 

Wiich thoſe that follow having ftiecht and bound 

[i's carted home unto the Barn, and fo 


(3) Mat.1 3.38, 


| /6)Mar.13.39. 


| (3)2 Pet. 3.10. 


| In ſheaves with joy 3 unto the owners barn, 


The ti:Ids are rid 3 where lately corn did grow. 

This world's the (3) field, andthey that dwell therein 
The (4) Corn and (5) tares 3 which long have ripening been. 
Angels the (6) reapers, and the judgment day 

The time of (7) harveſt when like Corn and hay 

The fading flower of (8) earthly glory muſt 

Be mowed down, and level'd with the duſt. 

The (9) Barns are heaven and hell; the time draws nigh 
When through the darkned (1) clouds, and troubled skie 
The Lord ſhall break, a dreadful (2) trumpet ſhall 
Sound to the dead, the ſtars from heaven fall. 

The rowling ſphears with (3 ) horrid flames ſhall burn, 
And then the Tribes on earth ſhall (4) wail and mourn. 
The judgment ſet, before Chrifts awful throne 

All fleſh ſhall be (5) conven'd, and every one 

Receive his doom : which done, the juſt ſhall be 

Bound in lifes bundle; (6) even as you ſee 

The full ripe cars of wheat bound up, and born 


This done, the Angels next in (7) bundles binde 
The tares together, as they did combinde 
[n ativg fin, ſo now their lot muſt be 
To burn together in one milery, 
Drunkards with drunkards pjnion'd, ſhall be ſent 
To hell together in one(5 Regiment. 
Adulterers and {wearers there (hall lye 
In flames, among their old ſociety, 
O dreadful '9) howlings! O the hideous moans 
Of fetter'd finners ! O the tears! the groans! 
| The 
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The doleful !lamentations as they go 

Chain'd faſt together, to their pla ce cf we. 

The world thus clear'd, as fields when harveſt's in, 
Shall be no more a ſtage for aQting fin. 

With purifying( 1 )flarnes it (hall be burn'd, 

Its ſtately fabricks into aſhes turn'd. 

{ Ceaſe then my foul , to dote on, or admire 

This ſplendid world, which is reſerv'd for fire 
Decline the company of finners here, 

As thou wouldft not be ſhackel'd yith them there. 


CH AP. XVI. 


— —_— 
* 
_—_ 


Tour winter fore in Summer you provide 
To Chriſtian prudence this muSt be apply d. 


”—_ ——_ 


_— 


OBSERVATION. 


Ood husbands are carcful in Summer to provide for 

Winter, then they gather in their Winter ſtore z food 
and fewel for themſelves, and fodder for their cattel. H- 
that gathers in Summer is a wiſe ſon, but be that ſleeps in harveſt 
is a ſon that cauſes ſhame, Prov. 10.5, A well choſen ſeaſon is 
the greateſt advantage to any aRion, which as it is ſeldom 
found in haſte, ſo it is often loſt byidelay. *Tis a good pro- 
verb which the frugal Dutch have among themz Bonus Ser- 
vatius, facit bonum Bonifacinum; a good Saver, will make a 
good Benefaor. And 'tis a good Proverb of our own 3 He 
that neglects the occaſion, the occaſion will negle& him. 
Husbandmen know that Summer will not hold all the year, 
neither will they truſt to the hopes of a mild and fayourablc 
Winter, but in ſeaſon provide for the wort. 


| T3 APPLI- 


F"—_ _—_— —_— a NY 


(1)z Pers3-1 Is 


Upon the care 
of Husband- 
men toprovide 
for winter. 


— 


I 


% 
(tt 


Husbandry ſpiritualized ; Or, 


APPLICATION 


V Hat cx-c<llent Chriſtians ſhould we be, were we but | 

as provident and thoughtful for our fouls?" tis doubt» 
leſs a fiogular point of Chriftian wiſdom, to foreſee a day of 
(piritnal ſtraits and necetlities, and during the day of grace 
to make provihion for-it, This great Goſpel truth is excel- 
lently ſhadowed forth in this natural Obſervation, which 1 
(hall branch out into theſe ſeven particulars. 

Husbandmen know there is a change, and vicitlitude of | 
ſcaluns and weather z though it be plealant Summer weather | 
now , yet Winter will tread upon the heel of Summer 3 | 
frolis, Snows, and great falls of rain muſt be expected, This | 
alternate courſe of ſeaſons in nature is ſetled by a firm Law cf 
the God of nature, to the end of the world, Gen. 8:22} hilſt 
the earth remaineth, ſeed time and harveſt, cold and heat, winter 
and ſummer, day and night, ſhall not ceaſe. 

And Chriſtians know, that thereare changes in the right 
hand of the moſt High, in referrence to their {piritual ſeaſons. 
If there be a Spring time of the Goſpel, there will alſo be an 
Autumn \ it a day of proſperity, it will ſet in a night of adver- | 
fity for God bath ſet the one over againſt the other, Ecclcl, 7.14. 
In heaven there is a day of everlatting ferenity, in hell a night | 
of perfcct and endleſs horror and darkneſs; on earth, light 
and darknels take their turns, proſperity and adverſity, even 
to ſouls as well as bodies, ſucceed each other. If there be 
a Goſpel day, a day of grace now current, it wil! have its 
period and determination, Gen. 3. 6, 

Common prudence and.experience enables the Husband- | 
man, in the midft of Summer, to foreſee a Winter, and pro: ' 
vide for it before he feel it.z yea natural inftin& teaches this | 
tothe very birds of the air, and beaſts of the fi:1d. | 

And fpiritual wiſdome ſhould teach Chriſtians to exerciſe 
their foreſceing faculties, and not ſuffer them to feel evil be- 
fore they fear it. But O the ſtupifying nature of fin ! 
Though the Stork in the heavens knows her appointed time, 
| and the Turtle, Crane and Swallow the time of their com- 
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ing, yet man, whom God hath made wiſer than the fowls of 
the air, in this a&s quite beJow them, Fer. 8. 7. 

The «end oft Gods ordaining a ſummer ſeaſon , and fend- 
ing warm and pleaſant weather, is to ripen the fruits of the 
carth, and give the Husbandman fic opportunity to gather 
them in. 

And God's delignin giving men a day of grace, is to fur- 
niſh them with an opportunity for the everlaſting happineſs 
and ſalvation of their fouls, Rev. 2,21. I gave her a ſpace to 
repent. It 15 not a meer reprieval of the ſoul, or only a delay 
ot the execution of threatned wrath , though there be much 
mercy in that 3 but the peculiar aim of this patience and 
bounty of God, is toopen for them a way to eſcape the wrath 
to come, by leading them 10 repentance, Rom. 2. 4, 

The Husband man doth not find all harveſt feaſons alike 
favourable, ſometimes they have much fair weather, and meet 
with no hindrance in their buſincls ; other times *tis a catch- 
ling harveſi, but now and then a fair day, and then they muſt 
be nimble or all is loſt. 

There is alſo great difference in Soul-ſcaſons, ſome have 
had a long and a fair ſcaſon of grace an hundred and twenty 
years did God wait upon the old world, in the Miniſtry of 
Noah. Long did God wait on the gainſaying Iſraelites, Ia. 
42+ 14+ Thave a long time held my peace, Ihave been ſtill and re- 
frained my ſelf. Others have a thort and catching ſeaſon, all 
lies upon a day, upon a nick of time, A. 17. 30. 

A proper ſeaſon negle&d and loſt, 15 irrecoverable. Ma- 
ny things in Husbandry mbſt be done in their feafon, or can» 
not be done at all for that year it he plow not, and ſow not 
in the proper time, he loſes the harveſt of that year. 

"Tis even fo as toſpiritual feafons. Chrift neglected, and 
grace deſpiſed, in the ſeaſon when God offers them, are irre- 
coverably loſt, Prov. 1. 28. then (that is, when the f(eaſon 
| is over)they (hall call upon me but I will not hear. O, there 
| isa great deal of time in a ſhort opportunity! that may te 
| done or prevented, in an hour rightly timed, which cannot 
| be done or preventcd in a mans lite-time afterwards. There 
was one reſolved to kill Fulizs Ceſar fuch a day ; the night 
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| much or little of the ſand of God's patience is yet to run 


before, a friend ſent him a letter ro acquaint him with it, but 
he being at ſupper, and bulic in diſcourſe, ſaid, to morrow is 
a new day, and indecd it was, dies noviſima, his laſt day to 
himz whenceit became a Proverb in Greece. To morrow is 
4 new day. Ourglaſsruns in heaven, and we cannot fee how 


down z but this is certain, when that glaſs is run, there is 
nothing to be done for our fouls, Luke 19. 42.  O that thou 
had(t known at leaſt in this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace, but now they are bid from thine eyes. 

Thoſe Husbandmen that are careful and laborious in the 
Summer, have the comfort and benefit of it in Winter ; he 
that then provides fewe), ſhall fit warmin his habitation , 
when others blow their fingers. He that provides food * for 
his family , anJ fodder for his cattel in the harveſt, ſhall eat 
the fruit of it, and enjoy the comfort of his labours, 
when others ſhall be expoſed to ſhifts and firaits, And he that 
provides for eternity, and layes up for his ſoul a good foun- 
dation againſt the time to come, ſhall eat when others are 
hungry, and fing when others howl, 1a. 65. 13. A day ot 
death will come, and that will be a day of firaits to all neg» 
ligent ſouls 3 but then the diligent Chriſtian ſhall enjoy the | 
peace and comfort that (hall low in upon his heart, from his 
holy care and fincere diligence in duties? as 2 Cor. 1. 12, 
This is our rejoycing , the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in all 
ſincerity and godly ſimplicity, we have bad our converſation in this 
world. So Hezekiab, 2 King. 20. 3. Remember now, O Lord, 
how I have walked before thee in truth, and with a perfed beart. 
A day of judgement will come, and then fooliſh virgins,who 
negleQed the ſeafon of getting oyl in their lamps, will be 
put to their ſhifts 3 then they come to the wiſe, and (ay, give 
us of your oyl, Mat. 25. 8, 9. but they have none to ſpare, and 
the ſeaſon of buying is then over. 

No wiſe Husbandman will negleQ a fit opportunity of ga- |. 
thering in his hay and corn, upon a preſumption of much 
tair weather to come 3 he will not ſay, the weather is ſetled, 
and I necd not trouble my ſelf, chough my corn and hay be fit 


for the houle, yet I may gct it in another time as well as now, 
And 
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And no wiſe Chriſtian will loſe a preſent ſafon for his 
ſoul, upon the hopes of much more time yet to come 3 but 
will rather ſay, now is my time, and I know not what will 
be hereafterz hereafter I may wiſh to ſee one of the dayes 
of the Son of man, and not ſeeit, Lacke 17. 22, *Tis fad to 
hear how cunning ſome men are to diſpute themſelves out of 
heaven, as if the devil had hirzd them to plead againſt their | 
own ſouls z ſometimes urging the example of thoſe that were 
called at the eleventh hour, Mat, 20.6. and fometimes that 
of the penitent thick; But, O! to how little purpoſe is the 
former pleaded 3 they that were called at the eleventh hour 
were never called before, as theſe have been, no man had 
hired ; chat is, called or invited them to Chriſt, and for the 
thick, ( as Mr. Fennenrightly obſerves ) it was a ſingular and 
extraordinary example. It was done when Chriſt hang'd 
on the Crofs,and was to be inaugurated; then Kings manitcſi 


the dead, and converted this thief; but God is now out of 


ſuch bounty, and pardon ſuch crimes, as are never pardoned 
afterwards. Beſides, God was then in a way of working 
miracles z then he rent the rocks, open'd the graves, raiſed 


that way. 


i REFLECTIONS. 


Have indeed been a good Husband for the world 3; with 

what care and providence have I looked out for my felt 
and family, to provide food to nouriſh them, and cloaths to 
defend them againſt the aſperitics of Winter ? mean while 
neglcCting to make proviſion for eternity, or take care for 
my foul. O my deſtitute foul} how much have I lighted 
and undervalued thee? I have taken more care for an horſe 
Or an ox, than for thee; a well ſtored-barn, but an empt 
foul. Will it not (ſhortly be with me, as with that careleſs 
Mother, who when her houſe was on fire, bufily beſtiz'd her 
ſelf to fave the goods, but forgot the child ?(though it were | 
ſaved by another hand} and then minding her child, ran up 


and down like one diſtracted wringing her hands, and crys- |: 


ing, O my child, my child ! I have ſaved my goods, and loſt 
; my 


I. 
The careleſs 
ſouls refle&ion 
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my child, fuch will be the cafe of thee, my foul, Mat. 16, | 
26, Bclides how eafie will my conviction be at the Bar of | 
Chriſt? will not my providence and care for the things ot | | 
| | this life, leave me ſpeechleſs and (elf-condemned in that day? | ( 
What (haſt I anſwer when the Lord (hall ſay, Thou could | 

| 

| 


forcſee a Winter, and ſeaſonably provide for it ? yea, thou 
hadſt ſo much care of thy very beaſts, to provide for their 
neceflities, and why tookeſt thou no care for thy ſoul? was 
that only not worth the caring for? _. 
2 Is it ſo dangerous to negle& a preſent proper (ſeaſon of 
The preſump- | grace ? What then have 1 done, who have ſuffered many ſuch 
_—_ RE- | (eaſons to dieaway in my hand, 'upon a groundleſs hope of 
As future opportunities! Ah, deluded wretch ! what if that 
ſuppoſition fail ? whereamlI then? Iam not the Lord of 
time, neither am I ſare, that he who is, will ever vouchſafe 
an hour of grace in old age, to him that hath negle&ed many 
ſuch hours in youth 3 neither indeed is it ordinary for God 
ſo todo. *Tis ftoricd of Cains Marius Viftorins, who lived 
about 300 years after Chriſt, and to his old age continued a 
Pagan, but at lafi being convinced of the Chriſtian verity, 
he came to Simplicianus and told him, he would be a Chri- 
flian 3 but neither he, nor the Church could believe it, it 
being ſo rare an example for any to be converted at his age : 
But at laſl ſeeing it was real, there was a ſhouting and glad- 
neſs, and f(inging of Pſalms in all Churches, the people cry- 
ing Cains Marius Vidorins 1s become a Chriſtian, This was 
written for a wonder, and what ground have I to think, that 
God will work ſuch wonders for me, who have negle&ed his 
ordinary means of falvation ? 

3. Ble(s the Lord, O my foul ! who gave thee a ſcaſon, a day 
| The induſtri- | for eternal life, which is more than he hath done for thou- 
; | ous ſouls Re- |} fands; yea, bleſs the Lord for giving thee an heart to under- 

flettion. {tand and improve that ſeaſon, 1 contefs I have not improved 
it as T ought 3 yet, this I can (through mercy ) ſay, that how 
ever it fare in future times, with my outward man, though 
have no treaſures or ſtores laid up on earth, or if Ihave, 
| they are but corruptible, yet I have a bleſſed hope laid upin 
 »*|' heaven, Col. 1.5. I have bags that wax not old, Whiltt 


| __ worldlings 
| gm———_ C——— uy - 


— _—— 


” 
W. 
. — 


Pn A pt... Maar —— ww .QÞQ@-> —_— 


The beaventyiſe of earthly things. 


145 


worldlings rejoyce in:their ſtores fnd heaps, I will rejoyce 


in theſe eternal treaſures. 


mt .... 


The Poem, 


Bſerve in Summers ſultry heat, 
how in the (1) hotteſt day : 
The Husbandman doth toyl and (2) ſweat: 
about his Corn and Hay. ' 


Tf then he ſhould not reap and mow, 


and (3) gather in his ſtore 3 
How ſhould he live, when for the ſnow 


he can't moye out of door ? 


The little (4) Ants, and painful Bees 3 @& 
by natures inſtinct led 3 

Theſe have their Summer granarics, 
for Winter furniſhed. 


But thou my ſoul, whoſe Summers day 
is almoſt paſt and gone 3 

What ſoul-proviſion. Joſt thou ( 5.) lay 
in (6) ſtock, to ſpend upon ? 


It (7) nature teacheth to prepare 
tor temporal lite, much rather. 
Grace ſhould provoke to (8) greater care, 


ſoul food in time to gather. 


Dayes of affliction, and diftreſs 
are (9) haſting on apace, 

It now I live in careleſsneſs; 
how fad will be my caſe ! 


- = Unworthy 


| (1 
1(2 


) Job 7. 2,” 
) Gen.3.19, 


(3)Prov. 19.5, | 


(4) Prov.6:6,7! 


(5 )Mar.6.20, 
(5)1 Tim.6.10 


(7) Jer. 8.7, 


(8)Mar,z 6.26, 


(9)Teph.2.2,3 
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(2) Luke 12, 
18,20, 


(3):Cor.4.18, 
(4) 1 Cor.7.31 
(5) Prov.23.5. 
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[gon reaping 
the ſame we 
ſow, 


unworthy of the _ 1) of man, 
who for that ſoul of thine 

Wilt not do that which others can 
do for their very kine. 


Think frugal Farmers, when: you ſee 
your mows of Corn and Hay 
What a (2) conviction this will be 

to you, another day. 


Whone're wett up before the Sun, 
nor break an hours reſt 3 

For your poor ſouls, as you have done 
ſo often, for a beaſt. 


Learn once to ſee the difference, 
betwixt (3) eternal things 3 . 
And theſe poor (4) tranſient things of fence : 
that flywith ( 5.) cagles wings- 


CHAP. XVIL 


When from Tare ſeeds, yon ſee choice Wheat to grow, 
Then from your Iuſts, may joy and comfort flow. 


OBSERVATION. 


CaE gives to every ſeed its own body, 1 Cor. 15. 38. 
| At tirſt he created every Tree and herb of the held, 
having its ſeed in it ſelf, for the conſervatian of the ſpecier;and 
they all inviolably obſerve the Law of their. Creation. All 
fruits —y riſe out of the ſeeds, and roots proper to 


them. . Mex do not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of t = 
os 
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Such productions would be 'monſtrous in natttre; and al- | 
though the juice or {ap of the earth be the, common- matter 
of all kind of fruits, yet it is ſpecificated according to the 
| different forts of Plants and ſeeds it nouriſhes. Where 
Wheat is ſown, it's turned into Wheat 3 in an apple Tree, it 
becomes an apple 3 and fo in every fort of Plants or ſeeds, 
it's concocted into fruit proper to the kind. 


APPLICATION. 


7 Kanſlate this into ſpirituals, and the propoſition ſha- 
dowed torth by it, is fully expreſſed by the Apoltle, 
Gal. 6. 7. What a man ſows, that ſhall be as z they that ſow to 
the fl:ſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption \ and they that ſow to the 
ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And as ſure as the 
harvett tollows the ſeed-time, fo ſure thall ſuch fruits and 
ces reſult trom the ſeeds of ſuch actions.” He that ſoweth 
iniquity, foall reap vanity, Prov. 22. $. And they that now go 
forth weeping, and bearing precious ſeed, ſhall dewbtleſi come a- 
gain rejoycing bringing their ſheaves with them, P(al.126.5.The 
fam of all is this, That our preſent aCtions have the ſame re- 
þ map and relation to future rewards and puniſhfnents, as 
the ſeed we ſow in cur fields, hath to the harveſt we reap 
from it. Every gracious action is the ſeed of joy, and cvery 
ſinful action the ſeed of anguiſh and ſorrow, to the ſoul that 
ſowed it. Two things are ſenlibly preſented to us in this 1i- 

militude. L 

That as the ſeed ſown, is preſently covered from our ſight 
under the clods, and for ſome time after we ſee no more of 
it, and yet at laſt it appears again, by which it's evident to 
us that it is not finally loſt.: So our preſent aQtions, though 
F phyſically tranſient, and perhaps forgotten, yet are not lolt, 

but after a time ſhall appear again in order to a retribution. 
It this were not fo, all good and holy a&tions would be to 
the loſs of him that performed them. - All the ſelt-denial, 
ſpending duties, and ſharp ſufferings of the people of God, 
would turn to their damage, though rot in-point of honeſty, 
. & . yet 
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Drev?l/ins de 
eternitate 


prope fin. 


yet in poing,gf, perſonal utility and then alſo, what diffe- | 
xcnce woulg, there be betwixt the ations of a man and a | 
beaſt, with reſpect to tuture goodor evil ? yea, man would | 
then be more teared and obeyed than God, and fouls be | 
{waycd in all their motions,only by the'inffucnce of preſent 
| things 3, and. where then would Religion be found in the 
| world ? *Tis an excellent note of Drexeliius , © Our works 
* (faith he) do not paſs away as ſoon as they are done, but as 
* {ecd ſown, thall atter a time riſe up.to all eternity 3 what- 


cternal, and abides for ever. 


What Zexxes thg famous Limner ſaid of his work,may be 
truly ſaid of all our works ; Aternitati pingo, I paint tor 
eternity. O, how careful ſhould men be of what they (peak 
and do, whillt they are commanded o to ſpeak.and ſo to do, 
as thoſc that ſhall be judged by the perfect law of liberty, 
Jam.2.12. What more tranſient than a-vain word ? and yct 
tor ſuch words, men. ſhall' give an- account in the day of 
judgment, M2t.12.36. That's the firſt thing'z Actions like 
{ecd, ſhalfriſeand appear again in order to a retribution. 

The other thing held forth in this limilitude is, That ac- 
cording to the nature of our ations now, will be the fruit 
and reward of them then.. Though the fruit or conſequence 
of holy actions, for the preſent may ſeem bitter, and the 
{ruit of ſinful actions ſweet and pleaſant, yet there is no- | 
thing more certain, than that their future fruits ſhall be ac- | 
cording, to their preſent nature and quality , 2 Cor. 5. 10. | 
Then Dionifurs (hall retract that ſaying, Ecce quam proſpera | 
navigatio a Deo datur ſacrilegis, Behold how God favours our | 
facriledges. Sometimes indeed (though but rarely) God 
cauſes linners to reap in thisaworld, the ſame that they have | 
ſown 3 as hath been their fin, ſuch hath been their puniſh- 
ment. It was openly confeſſed by Adeniv?zek, Judg. 1. 7. 
as I have done, ſo hath God requited me. 

Socrates in his Church Hiſtory furniſhes us with a pertinent 
paſſage to this purpoſe, concerning-Valens the Emperor, who 
was an Arrian, and a bitter perſecutor of the Chriſtians : 
This man, when cighty of the Orthodox Chriſtians _ 

rom 


th 


as 


cver we think, ſpeak or do, once ſpoken, thought or done, is |- ' 


A CO, 


what lives we lived 3 for God ſhall bring every work into 


| ”* heaventy uſe of earvblythings. 


from Conſtantinople to Nicomedia, to treat with him about. 
the points of Arrianiſm, and toſcttle the matter by way of 


were yet in the Harbour, and not a-man landed, cauſed the 
$hips-to be tired wherein they were, and-ſo conſumed them 
all. Not long attcr, in his Wars again the Goths, he was 
overthrown 3-and hiding himf{clt in «little Cottage; the ene- 
my coming, by, burnt it and him-togethet. Thus this wretch 
reap'd what he fowed, burning- for burning, the very ſame 
in kind paid him again 3 it is- not alwayes fo inthis world, 
but fo it ſhall be in that to come 3 the Table ſhall then be 
turned, and the Scexe altered 3 for ſhall not the Judge of all 


diſpure 3 the Emperoxr hearing of thcir arrival, while they 


the world do righteouſly ? Diogenes was tempred to think, 
that God had caſt off the government of the world, when 
he ſaw the wicked proſper in their wickedneſs. On the fame 

ound, many have been tempted to Atheiſm; but then the 
world ſhall ſee diſtributive juſtice ſhining out in its glory, 
Tribulation, anguiſh and wrath, to-every ſoul of man that doth 
evil. , but glory, honour and peace, to every man that worketh 
good, Rom-2. 9, 10. Then*twill appear what ſeed we ſowed, 


judgement, witheevery fecret thing, whether it be good or 
evil, Eccleſ. 12.14 


REFLECTIONS. 


His Meditation may be to me what the hand-writing 

upon the wall was to. that profane Prince, Dan.s. 5, 6. 
and a like effect it ſhould have upon me; for it all the aCti- 
ons of this lite be ſeed ſown for the next, Lord, what a crop, 
what a dreadtul harveſt am I like to have ? .how many oaths 
and curſes, lyes and vain words.have I ſown with my tongne, 
how have I wronged, oppreſſed, and over-reached in my 
dealings? ruſhed info all protaneneſs, drunkenneſs, un- 
cleanneſs, Sabbath-breaking, &c. as the horſe ruſheth tnto the 
battel ; and what (hall I reap from ſuch ſeed as this, but ven- 
geance and fury ? Theſe tms ſeemed pleaſant in the commith1--| 


on, but O, how bitter will they be in their account ? _ 
| 


Cum tideo ma- 
la fata bonis, 
rgnoſcite queſo : 
/ 0llicit or nuilos 
efſ* put ave 
Deos. Ovid. 
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2. 
The moral 


mans Re- 
fie&ion. 


3 . 
The holy. ſouls 
Refietion. 


yu , 


| ſhall I do when God riſeth up ? and when be viſiteth,what ſhall I 


anſwer him ? Job31. 14. Is it not reaſonable and juſt, (O 
my ſoul) that thou ſhouldeſt cat the truit of thine own plant- 
ing, and reap what thou haſt ſown? I thought nothing but 
| profit and pleaſure would (pring from my Juſts, but now 
{ce *tis a root bearing gall and wormwood, Deut. 29, 18. 
| Wretched ſoul, what ſhall I do ? if theſe a@ions be not. 
then am Iundone. I have been the author of mine own ruin, 
*twiſtcd an halter with mine own fingers, for the execution 
of mine own ſoul! O, let me rather talte the bitterneſs of 
lin, by repentance now, than enjoy its .preſent pleafures, 
which betray the ſoul to cndleſs wrath ! 

How have Ialſo becn deceived in this matter? 1 verily 
thought that glory and immortality would have been the 
fruit and product of my moral honeſty ahd righteouſneſs, 
that joy and peace had been ſeminally contained in thoſe 
actions 3 but now I ſee ſuch fruit can ſpring from no other 
root but ſpecial grace. Glory is diſcloſed from no other bud 
but holineſs. Alas ! all my planting and ſowing was to little 
purpoſe, becauſe I ſowed not the right kind of- feed 3 the 
beſt fruit I can expect from this, is but a lefler degree of 
damnation. *, 

Deluded ſoul, thy ſecd is no better than what the moral 
Heathens {owed 3 and dolI expect better fruit than what they 
reaped ? Civility without Chriſt, is but a frecr ſlavery 3 and | 
Satan holds me as faſt in captivity by this, as he doth the pro- 
phane by the pleaſure of their lulis 3 cither I muſt ſow better 
ſeed, or look to reap bitter fruit. | 

Mean while, ble(s the Lord (O my foul) who inabled thee 
ro ſow better ſeed ! who kept thee watching, humbling thy 
{clt and praying, whilit others have been ſwearing, drinking 
and blaſpheming. This will yield thee the fruit of joy in the 
world to come 3 yea, it already yields preſent peace to thy | 
conſcience. Theſe revenucs are betterthan gold, ſweeter 
than the honey,and the honey-comb 3 nM that {uch fruits arc 
meritoriouſly contained in theſe actions, I ſow to my ſelf in 


righteouſneſs, but I reap in mercy, Hoſ. 10. 12. This, is the 
;way in which God will fave and gloritic. me. O then, let me 


be 


%. 
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be ever abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that 
my labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


The Poem. 


: ould bea ſtrange and monſtrous thing to ſec 
Cherries, or Plums grow on an apple Tree. 

Who ever gather'd from: the (1) thiftle Figs ? 

Or fruitful Grapes from gff the worthleſs twigs 

Of pricking thorns? in nature ſtill we tind 

All its productions (2) anſwering to their kind. 

As are the Plants we ſet, or ſeeds we ſow 3 

Such is the (3) fruit we ſhake, and corn we mow. 

And canſt thou think that from corruptions root, 

Thy ſoul ſhall pluck the ſweet and pleaſant fruit 

Of ſpiritual peace ? who ever that was wiſe; 

Abus'd himſelf with fuch (4) abſurditics ? 

Look what you ſow, the very ſame you'l reap. - 

The fruit of what you plaut, be ſure yow'l cat. 

How are they (5) baffled by a (ubtil devil ? 

That hope for heaven,whilſt their wayes are evil. 

Such reaſonings here their credulous ſouls beguil, 

At which in other things, themſelves would ſmile. 


Our preſent a&ts though ſlightly paſſed by, 


Are ſo much (6) ſeed, ſown for eternity. 

The ſeeds of prayers, ſecret groans and tears 3 

Will ſhoot at laſt into the full blown ears, 

Of peace and joy. (7) Bleſſed are they that ſow 

Befide theſe waters, yea, thrice bleit that go 

Bearing ſuch precious ſeed though now they mourn, 
With joyful ſheaves, they ſhortly ſhall return. 

Needs mult the full ripe fruits in heaven be good, 
When as the ſeed was glory in the bud. 

But O, the ($) bitter, banetul fruits of ſin ! 


When all the (9) pleaſure ſinners have therein , 
: Like 


| 


4 


(1) Mat-7.16. 


(2) Gen.1.1:, 


(3) Job4. 7. 


(4) Jam. 1.22, 


(5) Gal. 6. 7, 
(6) Gal, 6.7. 


(7) Plal.126.5- 


( 3)Deur.2 9.18} 
($g)Heb,11.25 | 


M—. 


_ 
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(1)Prov.14.9 


(:) Judg, $.7, 


(3) Mark 9.44 


Upon rhe joy 
ofHarveſt men 


Then they will taſte the wormwood and the gall. 


[The faded blofloms to the ground (hall fall, 
What God and conſcience now of fin report, 


You ſlight, and with their dreadtul threatnings (1) ſport. 
"But hel convince you then, your wayes were naught, 
As Gid?on the menof (2) Succoth taught. 

If Sermons cannot, fireandbsimſtone muſt 

Teach men how good it is to pamper lult. 

When conſcience (3) takes thee by the throat and cryes 
Now wretch, now inner, thou that didft deſpiſe 

My warnings 3 learn, and ever learning be 

That Leſſon, which thou ne*re wguldit learn of me. 
The ſtouteſt linner then will howſfnd roar, | 
O ſin ! I never faw thy face before. 

Is this the fruit of-ſin ?.is this the place 

Where I muſtlye ? is this indeed the caſe 

Of my poor ſoul ! muſt I be bound in chains 

With theſe companions ? Oh, 4s this the gains 

I get by in! poor wretch, I that, would never 

See this before, amnow undone for ever. 


CHA P. + XVIII. 


Great is the joy of Harveſt men, yet leſs 
. Than theirs, whom God doth with his favour bleſs. 


+ —— — 
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OBSERVATION. 


A ons all carthly joyes, theſe four ſorts are noted in 
Scripture, as the moſt excellent - and remarkable, 
(1) Nuptial joyes,the day of Eſpouſals is the day of the glad- 
neſs of a mans heart, Cant. 3.'11. (2), The joy of children. 
Though now it ſeem but a common mercy to moſt, and a 


burden 
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den to ſome; yet the people of God were wont to eftcem 
it a choice mercy, and rejoyced greatly in it. 7-b# 16.21. 
there's joy that a man is born into the world. (3) The joy :f 
congueſts and victories, when men divide the ſpoyl. And laſt- 
ly, The joy of Harveſt; theſe two we find put together as 
principal matters of joy, Iſa. g. 3. They joy before thee,accord- 
ing to the joy in Harveſt, and as men rejoyce when they divid? 
the fpoyl. The joy of Harveſt is no ſmall joy 3 Gandinm 
meſſis, eſt meſſis gaudii , the joy of harveſt, is the harveſt of 
their joy. *Tis uſual with men, when they have reaped down 
their harveſt, (or cut the neck, as they call it) to demon- 
{trate their joy by ſhoutings, and loud acclamations. 


APPLICATION. 


| ES and unſpeakably more than thus, do Saints rcjoyce 


and ſhout for joy, when they reap the favour and love 


| of God,for which they laboured in many a weary duty. This 


joy of harveſt, as great as it is, and as much as carnal hearts 
axe litted up with it, is but a trifle, a thing of nought, com- 
pared with yours after they have ſown to themſelves in 
rightcouſneſs, and waited for the effects and returns of their 
dutics with patience, and at laſt come to rcap in mercy, 
cither the full harveſt in heaven, or but the tirlt fruits of it 
on carth, yet rejayce, with joy unſfeakable and fidl of glory, 
1 Pet. 1. 8. This puts more gladneſs into their hearts, than when 
corn and wine increaſes, Pal. 4.7. Carnal joycs arc but foul- 
Fevers, the Agues of the inner-man 3 there is as great diffc- 
rence betwixt the unnatural inflamations of a feverith body 
which waltes their ſpirirs,and drinks up the radical moitture, 
and that kindly well-tempered heat of an hcalthy body 3 and 
as much between the ſweet, ſerene, and heavenly joyes, 


Fwhich flow from the boſom of Chriſt into the hearts of be- 


lievers, and thoſe carthly delights which carnal hearts-1n a 
ſenſual way ſuck out of creature-enjoyments. 1 will thew 
you the tranſcendency of ſpiritual joyes, above the juy ol 
harveli, in theſe eight particulars following, 


| 


You that joy with the joy of harvell, are glad, becauſe 
X now 


Q————_—_—_ 
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now you have food for your ſelves and families to live upon 
all. the year 3 but the Chriſtian rejoyceth, becauſe he hath 
bread to eat, that the world knows not of, Rev. 2. 17. Chriſt 
is the food of his ſoul, and his fleſh is meat indeed, and his 
blood drink indeed, Fohn 5. 55. (4.e.) the moſt real and ex- 
lent food. You read, Pſal. 78.25. that man did cat An- 
gels food (4.e.) Manua, which was ſuch excellent bread,that 
it Angels did live upon 1naterial food, this would be cho- 
ſen forthem 5 and yet this is but a type and dark ſhadow of 
eſis Chriſt, the tood of believers. 

You rejoyce when your harvelt is in, becauſe corn is vir- 
| tually many other things befides food 3 you can turn it into 
| cloaths to keep you warm, and many other neceſlaries may 
| be purchaſed by it : but yet it is not like Chriſt, the object of 

a Saints joy 3 though it anſwers many things, 'it doth not 
| anſ{wcr all things as Chriſt doth turn it into what you will, 
; it hath but a-limited and reſpeQive uſefulneſs : but Jeſus 
| Chrilt is all in all to belicvers.and out of him their faith can 
fetch all ſupplies3. he is their - health in ſickneſs, their 
: ſtrength in weakneſs, their caſe in pain, their honour in re- 
; proach, their wealth in poverty, their friend in friendleſinels, 
their habitation when harbourleſs, their enlargement in 
bonds, the ſtrength of their hearts, and life of their life. O 
he is a full Chriſt, and what ever. excellencies are ſcattered 
among all the creatures; do meet all in him, and much more. 

You rejoyce when you have gotten in your harveſt, be- 
cauſe now-you can free thoſe engagements, and pay thoſe 
debts which you have contraQted. *Tis -a comfort to be out 
of debt, and you may lawfully rejoyce that God gives you 

whcrewith to quit your engagements, that you may owe no 
man auy thing but love: but ſtill the joy of harveſt falls 
ſhort of the joy of Saints 3 for you rejoyce that you are, or 


they rejoyce that they are out of God's debt , that his book 
is cancelled, and their fins pardoned 3 that by reaſon of the 


_ irom them, Rom. $. 1. O, what matter of joy is 
this ! 


have wherewith to help your ſelves out of mens debts: but 


imputed righteouſneſs, of Chriſt, the Law can demand nc-' 


| 


You 


_— 


as hu. 
.—— 


A” ns in. I 0 PR Bn A AE i Ba C4, 


—_—_— CC. _ ld. th —_—_— 


The heavenly uſe ofearthly things. 7"Y 5: 5 | 


You rejoyce, becauſe now your corn is out of danger, all 
the while it was abroad it was in hazard, but now it's 


becauſe their corn is fate, but becauſe their fouls are ſo. All 
the while they abode in an unregenerate ſtate, they were c- 
very -moment in danger of the ftorms of wrath 3 but now 
being in Chriſt, that dangeris over 3 and what compare is 
there betwixt the fafety of a little corn, and the ſecurity of 
an immortal ſoul ? 

Your joy is but in a gift of common providence. Turks 
and Heathens can rejoyce with your joy, bnt the joy of a 
Chriſtian is a peculiar fayour and gift of God. Corn is gi- 
ven to all Nations,ceven the moſt barbarous and wicked have 
ſtore of it 3 but Chriſt is the portion but of a few, and thoſe 
the dearly beloved of God. Luther (aid of the whole Turk;þ 
Empire (where is the beſt and greatelt ſtore of corn) that jt 
is but a crurab which the Maſter of the Family throws to the 
dogs. He that had more corn than his Barns could hold, 
now wants a drop of water to cool his tonguc. Chrilt is a 
gift beſtowed only upon God's Elcet. 

Your joy will have an end 3 the time is coming, that when 
you have reaped down your harveſts, your ſelves muſt be 
reaped down by death, and then you ſhall rejoyce in theſe 


things no more but when your joy is ended, then is the joy 
of Saints perfected 3 they reap. their harveſt, when you 
leave your harveſt: their conſolation 1s everlaſting. 

God can ſeparate your joy from theſe cjoyments, cven 
while you have them, as well as when you leave them. ?*Tis 
one thing fora man to have riches and full Barns, and ano- 
they thing to have comfort in them, Eeclef. 5. 19, 20. Bur 
now the joy of Chriſtians is a thing inſeparable from their 
enjoyment of Chriſt : Indeed the ſenſe ot their intereſt may 
be loſt, and ſo the as of their joy intermitted 3 but they al- 
wayes have it in the ſeed, if not in the fruit, Pſal. 97. 11. 
Foy is ſown for the upright; he hath it fill in the principle, 
and in the promiſe. 

The joy of Harveſt-men,for the moſt part, is only in their 


houſed you fear not the rain. But Chriſtians rejoyce, not - 


Ce 


harveſt, and in ſuch earthly things; take that away, and their 
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= 
A Refle&ion 
for one that 
hath a full 
Barn but no 
Chriſt, 


| 
; 2, 

A Refle&ion 
' for one that 


hath Chriſt 
but no Barn. 


'oy ceaſes. Earthly hearts are acquainted with no higher 
comforts; but the people of God can joy in him, and take 
comfort in their earthly enjoyments too 3 and what comfort 
they take in theſe things, is much more zetined and ſweet 
than yours for they enjoy all theſe things in God, and his 


ſhort of theirs. 


| of it ſhould be to fat me for the day of ſlaughter ? what it 


| language of his providences to my ſoul ſhould be this? Lo, 
' here 1 have given thee( with Iſmael )the fatneſs of the carth: 


| whom 1 have denycd theſe things , but for them I have re- 


| this world in hand, yet it hath pleaſed him to ſettle a rich 


love in giving them, puts a ſweetneſs into them, that you are 
unacquainted with. Thus you ſee, how far your joy falls 


REFLECTIONS. | 


Ow have I rejoyccd in a thing of nought, and pleaſed 
my ſelf with a vanity ? Gcd hath bleſſed me in my 
ticlds, and in my ſtores 3 but not with fpiritual bleflings in 
heavenly places in Chriſt. My Barns are full of corn, but 
my ſoul is empty of grace 3 common bounty hath given me 
a tulneſ(s of the things of this lite, but what if the meaning 


this be the whole of my portion from the Lord ? what if the 


Thou ſhalt not ſay , but thou haſt taſted of thy Creator's 
bounty 3 but make the moſt of it, for this is all that ever 
thou ſhalt have from me : There be others in the world, to 


ſerved better; for the moſt part they are poor in this world, 
but rich in faith, and heirs of the Kingdom ? Is not this c- 
nough to damp all my carnal mirth ? Should my conſcience 
give me ſuch a memento, as Abraham in the parable gave to 
Dives, Remember that thou in thy life time received(t thy good 
things. Ah, what a cut would that be to all my comforts ? A | 
man in a Fever hath a lively colour, but a dying heart. I 
haye au appearance, a ſhadow of comfort, but a (ad ſtate of 
ſoul. 

Bleſſed be the God and father of my Lord Feſus Chriſt ,who hath 
bleſſed me with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt, 
Eph. 1.3. Though he hath not ſeen fit to give me much of 


inhe- 
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inheritance upon me by promiſe 3 the hopes and expeCtati- 
ons whereof, yield my ſoul more true comfort than all the 
preſent enjoyments of this world could have done. Bleſſed be 
the Lord, who hath not given me my portion in this lite, 
that by keeping me from the exjoyment, hath alſo preſerved 
me from the ſxares of a proſperous cſtate. 

Lord Jeſus, I have no bags, I have no Barns; but thou 
ſhalt be to me inſtead of all thoſe things. When others re- 
joyce in the fulneſs of their earthly comforts, 1 will rejoyce 
in the fulneſs of my Chriſt 3 they have that which (though 
I have not) I ſhall not want 3 and I have that which all their 
riches cannot purchaſe. Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul ! 

But Lord, how am I obliged,above thouſands,to love and 
praiſe thee ! to bleſs and admire thee, who halt not 'only 
plentifully provided for my ſoul, but for my body too ' who 
haſt given me both the upper and the neather ſprings, hea- 
ven and carth, things preſent, and things to come: Thou 


ple 3 many of them are ſtrangers tothe mercies which I en- 
joy- God hath done great things for me 3 O may foul ! what 
wilt thou do for God ? The freer the condition is, he hath 


tor his ſervice 3 and yet I doubt it will be found, that many 

a poor Chriſtian that labours with his hands to get his bread, 

redeems more hours for God than I do. Lord, make me 

wiſe to underſtand, and anſwer the double end of this gra- 

cious diſpenſation ! Let me beſtow the more of my time on 

God, and ſtand ready to Miniſter to the neceſtics of his 
le, 

Oh, what an unhappy wretch am I ! that have nothing 
either in hand, or in hope 3 am miſerable herc.and like to be 
ſo for ever: Had I but an intereſt in Chriſt, as the godly 
poor have, that would ſweeten all preſent troubles, and ſhew 
me the end of them. But alas ! 1 am poor and wicked, con- 
temned of men, and abhorred of God; an obje&t of con- 
tempt, both to heaven and earth. Lord, look upon ſuch a 
truly miſerable object with compaſſion, give me a portion 


with thy people in the world to come, if thou never better 
| my 


placed me in, the more am I both obliged and advantaged | 


| 


haſt not dealt ſo with all, no,.not with all thine own peo- | 
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(1)Ifa. 9. 3. 


| (2) Pſal.q.7. 


(3)Prov.29.27 


4 (4) Luke 16. 
29, 21, 


(s) Job 20.23 


£0 (6) Job 20. s. 


(7)Prov.10.22 


hs Pſal.42.1 1. | 


my outward condition here ! O ſan&tihe this poverty ! bleſs 
theſe ſtraits and wants, that they may neceſſitate my ſoul to 
go to-Ghriſt 3 make this poverty the way to glory, and I 


thall bleſs thee to cternity, that I was poor in this world. 


The Poem, 


Ft havel (cen when harveſts almoſt in, _ 
The laſt load coming 3 how ſome men have bin 
Rapt up with joy, as if that welcom cart 
Drew home the very (1) treaſure of their heart. 
What joyful-ſhoutings ! oP hollowing noiſc, 
With mingled voices both of men and boyes ? 
To carnal minds there is no (2) greater mirth, 
No higher joy 3 nor greater heaven on carth. 
He ſpeaks pure Paradoxes, that ſhall ſay 
Theſe are but trifles 3 to what Saints enjoy. 
But they (3) deſpiſe your ſparks, as much as yon 
Contemn their Sun. Some that could never thew 
A full tuft (4) Barn, on which you ſet yourt hear 3 
But glean perhaps the ears behind your cart 3 
Yet are the gleanings of their comfort more, 
Than all your harveſt, and admired tore. 
Your mirth is (5) mixt with ſorrow, theirs is pure 
Yours like a ſhadow (6) fleets, but theirs indure. 
God gives toyou the husk, to them the pith 3 
And no heart-ſiring ſorrow (7) adds therewith. 
Though at-the gates of death they ſometimes mourn, 
No ſooner doth the Lord to them return 
But ſorrow*s baniſht from their penſive. breaſt 3 
Joy triumphs there, and ($) ſmiles their cheeks inveſt. 
Have you beheld when with pertumed wings, 
Out of the balmy Eaft bright Phabus ſprings 3 
Mounting th*Olympick, hill, with what a grace 
He views the throne of darkneſs; and doth chaſe 
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The ſhades of night before him ? having, hurl'd 
His golden beams about this lower world, 

How from ſad Groves, and ſolitary Cells 

Where horrid darkneſs and confuſion dwells, 
Batts, Owles, and dolctul creatures fly away, 
Religning to the cheerful birds of day, 

Who in thoſe places now can lit and chaunt, 
Where lately ſuch fad creatures kept their haunt. 
Thus grief retigns to joy, ſighs, groans and tears, 
Toſongs triumphant when the Lord appears. 

O matchleſs joy ! O countenance divine ! 

What are thoſe trifles, to theſe (imiles of thine ! 
May I with poor Mephiboſheth be bleſt 

With theſe {weet ſnules, let Ziba take the relt. 
My lite, my treaſure, thou ſhalt ner be ſold 

For {tlver hills, or rivers pay*d with gold. 
Wer't, thou but known to worldlings, they would fcorn, 
| To ſtooptheir hearts to ſuch poor things as corn. 
For ſo they do, becauſe thou art above 

That ſphere wherein their low.conceptions move. 


- 


CHAP. XIX. 


More ſolid grain with greater ſtrength you thraſh, 
The ableſt Chriſtians have the hardeſt laſh. 


— 
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OBSERVATION. 


Usbandmen having to do with divers ſorts of grain 
H ſome more tough and ſtubborn 3 others more free and 
tender, do not. beat all alike in the threſhjng floor 3 but as 
they have threſhals of ſeycral tizes, ſo they bettow on ſome 
grain more, on other fewer ſtrokes, according to the diffc- 


reut qualities of the grain to be threſhed. This mr 
the 
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the Prophet Iſaiah hath, Chop. 28. v. 27. The Fitches are not 
threſhed with a threſhing inſtrument, neither is th? Cart-wheel 
t:rn'd about upon the Cummin, but the Fitches are beaten out 
with a ſtaff. and the Cummin with a rod. The manner of beat- 
ing out the corn in ancient times, was far different trom that 
\ which is now in uſe among us 3 they had the Cart-wheel, 
which was full of iron ſpokes or teeth, and the hoots -of 
beaſts for the harder ſort of grain,as Wheat, Rye and Barley, 
a ſtaff or fail for the Fitches, and a rod or twig for the Cum- 
min 3 all which inſtruments were proportioned according to 
the nature of the grain. 


APPLICATION. 


Od having todo in a way of correQtion with divers ſorts 
| of. offenders, doth not uſe the like ſeverity with them 
all, but proportions his correction to their abilitics and 
ſtrength, Jer. 30. 11. I will not make a full end of thee, 
but will | correct thee in meaſure] and will not leave thee 
_—_ unpuniſhed, ( 4.4.) afflicted rhou muſt be, my re- 
ſpe&t to my own glory and thy good, puts a neceſſity up- 
on that 3 but yet I will do it moderately, I will not lay on 
without meaſure or mercy, as I intend to do upon the cne- 
mics but will mete out your ſufferings in a due proportion, 
even asa careful Phylician in preſcribing pills or potions to 
his Patients, hath regard as well to the ability of the Pa- 
tient as to the nature and quality of the diſcaſe 3 even ſo thy 
God, O Iſrael, will not afthid& thee according to the great- 
neſs of his power and his wrath; anſwerable thercunto, Pſal. 
9O. 11. that would break thee to picces, Pſ7l. 78. 38. Nor 
yet will he aflit thee according to the demerit of thy fin. 
As it ſhall be much leſs than what I could inflict 3 fo it ſhall 
be leſs than thine iniquities deſerve, Ezra g. 13. Neither 
my power, nor thy deſcrt, ſhall be the rule ot my proceed- 
ings 3 but I will do it with moderation and mercy, as thou 
art able to bcar. I that have inſtructed the Husbandman to 
rroportion his inſtruments to the quality of the grain betore 


| 


hin, will exerciſe the like wiſdom and mildneſs towards the 


thee. 


—_— i. — 


The heaventy uſe of earthly things. 


thee, and the ſimilitude betwixt the Husbandmans thieſh» 
ing his corn, and the Lords affliting his people, ftands +: 
cheſe particulars, 

Tac Husbandmans end in threſhing the corn, is to ſeparate 
it from the husks and chaff; and God's end in 2Mliting his 
people, is to ſeparate them from their fins, Ta. 27. g. In 
meaſare whey it ſbooteth forth, he will debate with it, (4.e.) 
he will moderately corre& them 3 and what the end [of thoſe 
correQions are, the next words inform us; By this therefore 
ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the frait 10 
take away his fin. God ules »Aigions, as we uſe fope, to 
cleanſe away tilthineſs, and fetch out ſpots, Dan. 11. 35: 
he aimes-not at the deſtruction of their perſons, but of their 
luſts. 

If the Husbandman have cockle, darnel, or pernicious 
tares before him in the floor among his corn, he little regards 
whether it be bruiſed and battered to pieces by the threſhold 
orno3z *tis a worthleſs thing, and he ſpares it not. Such 
cockle and tares are the enemies of God; and when theſe 
cone under his flail, he firikes them without mercy 3 for 
theſe, the Lord prepares a new ſharp threſhing inſtrument 
having teeth, which ſha!l beat them to duſt, Iſa. 41. 15. The 
danghter of Babylon is like a threſhing floor, 'tis time to threſh 
ber, Jer. 51. 33- And when that time is come, then (in 
alluſion to the beaſt, that was to tread out the corn ) Son's 
born ſhall be of iron, and ber hoofs braſs, Mich. 4. 13. He 
(mites not his people, according to the ftroke-of them that 
ſmote them zthe meaning 15,h's (tirokes on them (hall be d. ad- 
ly ſtrokes. They (ſhewed no mercy to Sjen, and God will (hew 
no mercy to them. 

When the husks and chaff are pertetly ſeparated from 
the grain, then the Husbandman beats it no.more. When 
.God hath perfectly purged and ſeparated the fins of his peo- 
ple, then affligtions ſhall come to a perpetual end, he will 
never (mite them again; there is no noiſe of the threſhing 
infirumeEnt in heaven 3 he that beat them with his Aail on 
earth, will put them into his boſom in heaven. 

Though the Husbandman layes on, and beates his corn, as 

it 


— — 


, 
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\it he were angry with it, yet he loves and highly prizes it , 


and though God ſtrike«nd 2Mi& his people, yet he ets a 


God's hatred to his pe-ple from his affliting of them, as the 
Husbindmans hatred of his corn , becauſe he thrcſhes and 
beats it, Heb. 12. 6. Whom the Lord loveth be correeth, and 
chaſtencth every ſon whom he receiveth. | . 

Though the Husbandman threſh and beat the corn, yet he 
will not bruiſe or hurt it if he can help it; though ſome re- 
quire more and harder firok:s than others, yet none ſhall 
have more than it can endure, And though the Lord aMi& 
his ſervants, yet he will do them no hurt, Fer. 25.6, Some 
nced more rods than others, but none ſhall have more than 
they can bear; the Lord knows the meafures and degrees 
of his ſervants faith and patience, and accordingly ſhall their 
tryals be, Pſal. 103. 13, 14+ Like as @ father pities big chil- 
den, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear him 3 for be knows their 
frame, be remembers they are but duſt ; be makes a way to eſcape, 
that they may be able to bear it, 1 Cor. 10. 13+ This care and 
cenderneſs of God over his afflicted, is eminently diſcovered 
in three particulars. 

(1) In not expoſing them to, till he have prepared them 


eminent diſcoveries of his love immediately before, and as 
a preparative to their ſufferings; in the firength whereof , 
they are carried through all. 

(2) Orifnot ſo, then he intermixeth ſupporting comfort 
with their troubles, as you ſometimes ſee the Sun ſhine out 
while therain falls. "Twas ſo with Paul, AG. 27.23. This 
night(and it was a fad night indeed) there flood by me the Angel 
of the Lord, whoſe I am. 

3+ In taking off the affliction, when they can bear it no 
longer, 1 Cor. 10.13. He makes away to eſcape, that they may 
be able to bearit. Pla). 125. 3» The redis taken off, when the 


righteous is even ready to put forth his hand to iniquity. *Tis a 
Jewiſh Proverb, When the bricks are coubled, then comes 


——__—_ 


Moſes, Andit is a Chriſtian experience, When the ſpirit is 


| 


| 


preat value upon them? and it is equally abſurd to ipfer | 


for their tryals, Luke 24+49. Tarry ye at Jeruſalem wntil ye | 
be endued with power from on High. He gives them ſometimes 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


ready | 


| The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 163 | 


ready to fail, then comes Jeſusz according to that promile 
| ſa. 57. 16. | 


| REFLECTIONS. 


'Þ, 
A refleRtion 
for perſccutors 


| Hs unlike am I to God, in the aMidting of his people ? 
| The Lord is pitiful when he ſmites them, but I have 
| been cruel. He is kind to them, when moſi ſevere; but the 
beſt of my kindneſſes to them, may fitly enough be called 
ſeverity. God (mites them in love, I have (mitten them in 
hatred. Ah, what haveI done? God hath uſed me as his 
hand, Pſal. 17. 14, or as his rod to afli& them, Fer, 10. 7. 
but his end and mine have widely differed in that ation, 1/2, 
; 10.7. I am but the Scullion, or rather the wiſp to S:our 
| and cleanſe theſe veſſels of glory, and when I have done that 
| dirty work, thoſe bright ſouls ſhall be ſet up in heaven, and 
| Tcaſtintothe fire, If he (hall have judgment without Mer- 
' Cy, that ſhewed no mercy 3 how can I expe& mercy from the 


Lord , whoſe people I have perſecuted - mercileſly for his ny 
lake ? A refle&ion 
Is the Lord's Wheat thus threſhed in the floor of aflicti- | for fuch as 


, - _ meet with no 
| on? W hat then (hall I think of my condition , who proſper affli&tions, 


and am let alone in the way of fin ? ſurely the Lord looks on 
me as on a weed, and not as his cornz and *tis too probable 
that I am rather reſerved for burning, than threſhing. Some 
there are whom God loves not fo well as to ſpend a rod vp- 
on them, but faith, Let them alone, Hof. 4. 17. but milſera 
ble is their condition 3 notwithſianding their impunity 3 to: 
what is the interpretation but this? I will come toa reckon- 
ing with them for altogether in hell. Lord, how tnuch better 
is thy afflicting mercy, than thy ſparing ſeverity ! Better 
is the condition of an afflicted child, than of a rejzex&ed bx- 
ftard, Heb. 12,7. O, let me rather feel thy rod now,as the 
rod of a loving father, than feel thy wrath hereafter, as the 
wrath of an omnipotent avenger. 
Well then, deſpond not, O my foul, thou heareſt the Hus: | , Refleci 

bandman loves his corn though he threſheth it : and ſurely | £.- - "Red 


the Lord loves thee not the lefs, becauſe he afflicts thee (o | Saint. 
Y 2 - . much. 


| 


Husbandry Spiritualized , Or, 
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(1) 2 Sam. 24. 
22, 


(2)Ifa. 28.27. 


$3 pong I.12 
(s) Jer.30.11. 
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| Which will require and endure more blows, 
] (3)Ifa. 27. 7,8. 


much, Tf affliction then be the way to heaven, bleſſed be God 
tor afli ion, The threſhing (trokes of God have come thick | 
upon me, by which I may fee, what a tough and fiubborn 
neart | have; if one ſtroke would have done the work, he 
would not have lifted up his hand the ſecond time, I have 
ot had a firoke more than I had need of, 1 Pet. 1.6, and by 
this means he will purge my tin, bleſſed be God for that. The 
damned have infinitely more and harder firokes than I, and 
ct their fin (hall never be ſeparated by their ſufferings, Ab, 
fin, curſed fin, I am fo much out of love with thee, that Iam 
willing.to endure more than all this to be well rid of thee 3 | 
all chis I ſuffer for thy ſake, but. the time is coming when | | 
ſhall be rid of fin and (uffering together. Mean while I am 
under my own fathers hand, {mite me he may, but hate me he 
cannot, 


The Poem, 


He ſacred records tell us, heretofore 

God had an Alter in a (I) threſhing floor 
Where thrething inſtruments devoted were 
To ſacred ſervice, fo you find them here. 
I now would teach the threſher to beat forth, 
A notion from his threſhold much more worth 
Than all his corn 3 and make him underſtand 
That ſoul-inftru@ting enging in his hand. 
With fewer (2) ſirokes, and lighter you will beat 
The Oats and Barley ? than the ſtubborn wheat, 


Than freer grain, Thus deals (3) the Lord by thoſe 
Whom he afflits. He doth not uſe to ſtrike 
Offending children, with his rod alike. 

But on the (4) ableſt ſhoulders doth impoſe, 

The heavielt burdens and the (5) leſs on thoſe 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 
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Of weaker grace, He ſhews himſelſa God 

Of judgment, in his handling of therod, 

God hath a (6) rate- book by him, wherein he 
Keepsquſt accounts, how rich his peop'e be 3 
What taith, experience, patience more or lels 
Each one poſſeſſech, and doth them aſlſcls 
According tv their ſtock, Such as have not 

A Martyrs f ith, ſhall have no Martyrs lot. 

The (7) kinds, degrees, and the continuance 

Ot all their ſufferings, to a eircumſtance 3 
Preſcribed are by him who wiſcly ſwayes 

The world, (8) more than's right on no man hycs, 
Be man or devil the apothecary, 

God's the Phyficianz who can then miſcarry 

In ſuch a hand ? he never did, or will 

Suffer the leaſt addition to his bill, 

Nor meaſure, nor yet mercy he obſerves 
Inthreſhing (9) Babilon, for (he deſerves 

His heavictt firokesz and in his floor ſhe muſt 

Be beaten ſhortly with bis flail toduſi, 

But Sion's God (1 ) in meaſure will debate, 

his children he may (mite 3 but cannot hate. 

He beats them, true, to make their chaff to flye; 
That they like purged golden graines may lye - 
In one fair heap, with thole blefs'd ſouls that here 
Once in like manner thraſh'd, and winnowed were. 


—_—_— — 


CH AP. XX. 


The fan doth __ light chaff to fly away, 
$0 ſhall thungealy, in Gods winnowing day. 


OBSERVATION. 
V Hen the Corn is threſhed "out in the floor, 


(6) Rev. 3 8. 


(7) Rev.2.10. 


(8) Job 34.23. 


(9) Wa. 41-15, 


(1) Iſa. 29. 7; 


nowing of 
COIs 


where it lyes mingled with empty ears , and 
| worthlel(s 


Upon the win- | 
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worthleſs chaff, the husbandman carries it out altogether in- 
to ſome open place, where having ſpread his ſheee for the 
preſervation of the grain, he expoſes it all to the wind 3 the 
good grain, by realon of its ſolidity, remains upon the ſheet, 
but the chaff being lightand empty, 1s partly carried quite a- 
way by the wind, and all the reſt ſeparated from the good 
grain into a diſtinct heap 3 which is carried away, either to 
the fire or the dunghil, as a worthleſs thing. 


APPLICATION. 


| En have their winnowing dayes, and Ged hathrhisz a 
day to ſeparate the chaff from the wheat, the godly 


| from the ungodly, who ſhall both be held up to the wind , 


but only the wicked ſhall be driven away by it, Such a day 
God hath in this world, wherein he winnows his wheat, and 
ſeparates the chaff, There is a double fanning or winnowing 
ot men here in this world ; one is dofirinelly, in which ſenic 
I underſtand that Scripture, Mat. 3. 12. fpoken of Chriſt, 
when he was entring into his Miniſterial work, His fan is 
in bis hand, and be ſhall throughly purge bis floor, and gather bis 
wheat into the garner, but he will burn up the chaff with unquen» 
chable fire. The preaching of the Goſpel is as a fan in Chriſts 
hand,and it is as much as if Fobx had thus told the Fews, that 
though there were many hypocrytical ones among thern, that 
had now a place and name among the people of God, and 
gloried in their Church-priviledges, yet there is a purging 
blaſt of truth coming , which ſhall make them fly out of the 
Church, as faſt as chaffout ofthe floor. Thus Chriſt win- 
nows or fans the world dotrivally ; The other is judicially, 


by bringing fore and grievous tryals and ſufferings upon the 

Churches, for this very.cnd , that thoſe which are but chaff, 

(i e.) cmpty and vain Proflors may by (uch winds as theſe, 
be ſeparated from his people. 

The Church increaſes two wayes , and by two divers 
means extenſively, in breadth and numbers, and intenſwely, in 
vigour and power 3 peace and proſperity cauſes the. tir(t , 
futterings and adverlity the laſt; and well may a day of per- 


ſecution 


OT "IR 


| 


: 
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ſecution be called a winnow ing day, for then were the people 


of God toſſed to purpoſe,as corn in the ſicve, thovgh nothing 
but chaff be !« {t thereby, Of ſuch a winnowing day the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, Amos 9.9, 10. I will ift the houſe of lirael 
among all Nations, like as corn is ſifted in a ſieve, yet ſhall not the 
leaſt grain fall upon the earth, all the ſinners of my people ſhall dies 
( q 4) I will caule great agitations and tofſhings among you 
by the hands of the Aſſyrians and Babylonians, into whoſe 
Countryes you (hall be diſperſt and fcattered, yet I will {o 
govern thole your diſperſions by my providence, that not one 
good grain, one upright foul ſhall erernally periſh z but the 
_— of my pcople, the refuſe ſtuff, that ſhall pe- 
riſh, 
To the ſame purpoſe ſpeaks another Prophet, Zeph. 1.1,2. 
Gather your ſelves together, (or as ſome read) fan your ſelves, 
yea, fan your (elves, before the decree bring forth , and the day 
paſs as the chaff. He doth not mean, that the time (hall paſs as 
the chaff, but there is a day of affliction and diftrels coming 
in which the wicked ſhall paſs as the chaff before the wind ; 
and yet notwithſtanding, all theſe winnowings upon earth, 
much chaff will ſtill abide among the corn; therefore God 
hath appointed another day for the winnownig of the world, 
even the day of judgment, in reference to which itis aid, 
Pſal. 1. 4, 5» The ungodly are not ſo, but arelike the chaff which 
the wind drives away 3 therefore the ungodly ſhall not ſtand in 
Judgment, nor ſinners in the congregation of the righteous > (i. e. ) 
God hath a day wherein he will fife the world, like corn in a 
lieve, and then the wicked ſhall appear to be but chaff, 
which God will eternally ſeparate from his wheat. I will 
not ſtrain the fimilitade , but fairly diſplay it in theſe ſeven 
particulars. 

The chatf and wheat grow together in the ſame field, and 
upon the ſame root and fialk. In this, wicked men are like 
chaff, who not only affociate with the people of God , bur 
oftentimes ſpring up with them in the ſame families , and 
from the ſame root, or immediate Parents, Mal. 1. 2. was 
not Eſan, Facobs brother; yet the one was wheat , the other 
chaff. Inttances of this are infinite. 

The 
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The Husbandman would never endure the husks,chaft,and 
dry ſtalks to remain in the field, if it were not for the good 
corns ſake z he wou'd quickly ſet fire on it, but that the corn 
is among it, which he highly prizeth; and be aſſured, God 
would never ſuffer the wicked to abide long in this world 
were it not for his ownaleR that were dilperſed among them. 
Except the Lotd had ſuch a remnant diſperſed in the world, 
he would quickly ft fire to the four quarters,and make it like 
Sodom, Iſa. 1. 9. 

The chaff is a very worthleſs thing, the Husbandman cares 
not what becomes of it, and of as little worth are wicked 
men, Prov, 10. 20. The heart of the wicked is little worth. 
The heart is the principal part of the man, and yet that's but 
chaff, no worth in it 3 his lands, his cloaths, &c. are worth 
ſomewhat, but his heart is worth nothing, 

Though chaff in it (elf be nothing worth, yer, it is of fome 
uſe to the corn whiles *tis ſtanding in the field; the ſtalk 
bears up the ear, and the chaff covers the grain, and defends 
it from the injury ofthe weather. Thus God makes wicked 
men of uſe to his people, in outward ſociety 3 they help to 
ſupport and prote&t . Bad in this world, Rev. 12.16, The 
earth-helped the woman, (4. e.) worldly men for carnal ends 
helpt the Church, when a flood of perſecution was poured. 
out, The Church often helps the world, it receives many 
benefits from the people of God 3 and ſometimes God over- 
rules the world to help his Church. 

When the chaff and wheat are both brought forth and 
held up to the wind in one ſieve, they fall two wayes 3 the 
wheat falls down upon the floor or ſheer, the chaft is carried 
quite away : So although for a time godly and ungodly abide 
cogether, yet when this winnowing time comes, Gods wheat 
ſhall be gathered into his garner in heaven, the chaft ſhall go 
the other way, Mat. 3. 12+ "7 þ 
If there be any chaff among the corn, it will appear when 
it is ſiſted in a windy day, it cannot pollibly elcape if it 
be well winnowed 3 much more impoſlible it is for apy 
wicked man toeſcape the critical ſearch of God in that day ? 


bean cloſeſt hypocrite ſhall then be detected, for God will 


a __ 1 


7i be heavenh uſe of earthly things, ; 


— — 


judge the ſecrets of men, 2 Cor. 16. He will tben bring t» 
light the biddcn things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the coun- 
ſels of the beart, 1 Cor. 4. 5+ 

Laſily, after corn and chaff are ſeparated by the winnow- 
ing wind, they ſhall never lye together in one heap any more. 
The wicked ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Facob and all 
the Prophets in the Kingdom of God, but themtelyes chruſt 
out there 13 nochaff 'aq 6440EY 


REFLECTIONS. 


MI an-empty vain Profeſſor, that want the pith and 


ſubſtance of real godlineſs; then am. 1 but chaff in 
Gods account, though I grow among his corn ; the eye of 
man cannot diſcern my hypocrifie, but when he comes, 
whoſe fanis in his hand, then how plainly will ic be dete&- 
ed? Angels and men ſhall difcern it, 'and ſay, Lo, this is 
the man that made not God bis bope how (hall I abide the day 
of his coming ? Chriſt is the great heart-Anatomiſitz things 
ſhall not be carried then, by names and parties, as they are 
now 3 evcry one ſhall be weighed in a juſt balance, and a 
Mene Tekel, written upon every falſe heart; great will be 
the perſpicuity bf that trial, my own conſcience ſhall joyn 
with my Judg, and ſhall then acknowledg, that there is not 
one drop of injuſtice in-all that Sea'of wrath z and though 1 
am damned, yet I am not wronged 3, the chaff cannot ſtand 
betore the wind, nor I before the judgment of Chriſt, 

Is there ſuch a fanning time coming 3 why do not I then 
life my heart every day , by ſerious felf-examination? no 
| work more important to me, and yet how much have [ neg- 
le&ted it? O my foul! thou hadſi been better imployed, in 
ſearching thine own eflate in reference to that day, than in 
prying finfully into the hearts, and cenſuring the conditions 
of other men; judge thy ſclt, and thou ſhalt not be con- 
demned with the world ; the work indeed is difficult, but the 
negle& dangerous :were I within a few dayes toſtand at mans 
bar, there to be tryed for my life, how buſic ſhould I be 


every hour of the day.in writing to any that I thought could 
Z betriend 


%Y 


I. 
A Refle&ion 
for a cloſe Hy- þ 
p oCrite, 


- 
A Refle&tion 
for one thar 
negle&s ſelf- ; 
examination. F 


—_ 


| 170 


+ tr... ARS 


I Husbbndry ſpiritualized ; Or, 


-Þ 

A RefleRion 

for a ſincere 
{oul, 

þ, 


| (1)Pfal. 35.5. 


| (2) Mar. 3.12. 
{ (3) Mat. 3.12 


Y 


| rouze up my ſluggiſh heart by awful and folicitous thoughts 


{ This ſpiritual good unto your ſouls might blow ! 


betriend me? and fiud yingevery advantatage to my ſelf ?and 
yet, what a vaſt difference is there between mans bar and 
Gods ? between a tryal for my life, and for my foul? Lord, 


of that day, left I'be found among that chaff, which ſhall be 
burnt up with unquenchable fire ! 

Fear not, O my foul ! though there be a blaſt coming 
which ſhall drive all the chaff into hell, yet it ſhall blow 
thee no harm. T know that when he hath tryed me, I ſhall come 
forth as gold, Job 23. 10, I confeſs I have too much chaff 
about me, bur yet I am not altogether chaff? there is a ſolid 
work of grace upon my foul, that will abide the tryal: It 
the judgement t6 come be as impartial and exaQjas its pollible 
to be, yet a grain of ſincerity cannot be loſt in itz for God 
will not caſt away a perfe@t.i. e. ) an upright hearted ) man, Fob 
8.20. He that's appointed to judge the world is minez and 
his imputed righteouſneſs will make me full weight in the 
balance. Bleſs the Lord C O my foul ) for fincerity 3 this will 
abide, when common gifts and empty names will flee as the 
chaff before the wind. 


The Poem. 


He winnowing wind firſt (1) drives the chaff away, 
Next light, and hollow grains; thoſe only ſtay 
Whoſe weight, and ſolid ſubſtance can endure 
This tryal, and ſuch grains are counted pure. 
The corn for uſe (2) is carefully preſery*d, 
The ufelefs chaff (3) for burning flames reſerv'd. | 
No wind but blows ſome good, a Proverb is 3 
Glad ſhall I be, if ic hold true in this. 
O, that.the wind when you to winnowing go, 


| To make you pauſe, and (adly ruminate 


In-whata doleful plight and wretched ſtate 


YO 
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Their ſouls are in, who cannot (4) hope to fiand 
When he (hall come, whoſe (5) fan is in his hand. 
| His (6 )piercing eyes iofallibly diſcloſe, 

| The very reins, and (7) inward parts of thoſe 

| Whoſe outlide ſeeming grace fo neatly paints, 

+ That withthe(8)) beſt, they pals for real Saints, 

| No hypocrite with God (9) acceptance finds, 

| Butlike the chaff diſpers'd by furious winds : 

; Their guilt ſhall not that ſearching day endure, 
Nor they approach (1) thafſemblies of the pure. 
Have you obſerv'd in Autumn, (2) thiſltie-down 

| By howling Exrus ſcatter'd up and down 

; About the fields ? even ſo Gods ircful ſtorm 

| Shall chace the hypocrite, who gow can ſcorn 

The breath of cloſe reproofs 3 and like a rock 

Repel reproofs, and juſt reprovers mock. . 

| How many that in (3) ſplendid garments walk 

Ofhigh profeſſions ! andlike Angels talk, 

Shall God deveſt 3 and openly proclaim 

Their ſecret guilt, to their eternal ſhame /! 

This is the day, . wherein the Loxd will rid 

His Church of thoſe falſe friends, which now lie hid. 

Among his people, There will not be one 

Falſe heart remain, to loſe our love upon. 

O, bleſs'd aſſembly ! glorious ſtate ! when all 

In their uprightneſs walk, and ever (hall, 

O make my heart ſincere, thatI may never 

Prove ſuch light chaff as then thy wind will (ever. 

From folid grain ! O let my foul deteſt 

Unſoundne(s? and abide thy (trite teſt, 


(4) Pfal. r. 5. 
(5 Mar. 3.12, 
s )Rev. 1, 14. 
(7) 1 Cor.4-5. 


(8) Mat. 7.22. 
(9) Job 13.16, 


(1) Pal. 1.5. 
(2)Ifa, 17.13. 


(3)Mat, 25. 9. 
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HUSBANDRY. 


Ow is it reader? hayel tired thee? (with me. 
Whilſt through theſe pleaſant fields thou walk'ſt 
Our path was pleaſant, but if length of way 
Do weary thee, we'l ſlack our pace, and lay 3 

Let's fit a while under the cooling Shade 

Of fragrant trees 3 trees were for ſhadow made. 

Lo here a pleaſant grove, whole ſhade is good 

But more than ſo, 'twill yield ys fruit for food. 

No dangerous fruits do on theſe branches grow, 


No ſnakes among the verdant graſs below. 
Here we'l repoſe a while, and then go view 
The pleaſant herds and flocks : and (o adiew, 
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Husbandry fpiritualized ; Or, 


Upon the in- 
graffing of 
fruit Trees, 


CHAP. I. 


Ungraffed Trees can never bear good fruit, 
Nor we till graffed on a better root. 


1 
_ — . 


OBSERVATION. 


A Wild tree naturally ſpringing up in' the wocd or 
hedge, and never grafted or removed from its native 
ſoyl, may bear ſome fruit, and that fair and beautiful to the 
eye, but it __ you no content at all in cating , bein 
alwayes harſh, fower and unpleaſant to the taſte ; but if ſuch 
a ſtock be removed into a good ſoy], and graffed with a bet- 
ter kind, it may become a good tree, and yield ſtore of choice 
and pleaſant fruit. #37 


APPLICATION. 


Nregenerate men who never were rap ary, wy 7 
Clair of ſpiritual union with Jeſus Chrift |" but (11 
grow upon their natural root, old Adam, may bythe forte 
and power of natural principles bring forth ſome fruit , 
( which like the wild hedge fruit we ſpeak of ) may indeed 
be fair and pleaſant to the eyes of men, but God takes wn 
pleaſure at all in it its fower, harſh, and diftaftefal to him, 
becauſe it ſprings not from the ſpirit of Chrift, Iſa, r. 13. 
I canxot away with it, it is iniquity, &c. but that I may not in- 
tangle the thred of my diſcourſe, I ſhall ( as in the former 
Chapters ) ſet before you a paralel betwixt the beſt fruirs of 
natural men, and thoſe of a wild ungraffed tree. | 

The root that bears this wild fruit is a degenerate root , 
and that's the cauſe of all this ſowerneſs and harſhneſfs-in the 


fruit it bears; it's the feed of ſome better Tree accidentally 
blown, or caſt into ſome waſte and bad ſoyl, where not being 


manured 


— 


| 


Gy 
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fruits of unregenerate men flow from the fult Adam, a 
corrupt and degenerate rootz he was indced planted a right 
ſeed, but foon turned a wiid and degenerate plant z he be- 
ing the root from which every man naturally ſprings, cor 
rupts all the fruit that any man-bears from him. It's obſerved 
by Gregory, pertinent to my preſent purpoſe, Genus bumanum 
in parente primo, velut in radice putruit; Mankind was putri- 
fied in the root of his firſt parent, Matt. 7. 18. A Corrupt zee 
cannot bring forth good fruit. 

This corrupt root ſpoyls the fruit , by the tranſmillion of 
its ſower and naughty (ap into all the branches and fruits 
that grow on them z they fuck no other nouriſhment , but 
what the root affords them, and that being bad, (poyles all; 
for the ſame cauſe and reaſon, no meer natural or unregene- 
rate man can ever do one.holy or acceptable ation, becauſe 
the corruption of the root is in all thoſe ations. The ne- 
celiity of our drawing corruption into all our a&ions, from 
this curſed root Adam, is expreſſed by a quick and (mart In- 
terrogation, Fob 14. 4. Who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean ? not one» The ſenſe of it is well delivered us(by Mr. 
Caryl in loc,) This queſtion (faith he.) may undergo a three- 
fold conſtruction 3 Firft, thus : Who can bring a morally 
clean perſon, out of a perſon originally unclean? and fo he 
layes his hand upon his birth-fin: Or, ſecondly, 'C which 
ſpeaks to my purpoſe) it may refer to the ation of the ſame 
man, man being unclean, canaot bring forth a clean thing 3 
(i.e. )acleanor holy aQtion 3 that which is originated , is 
like its Original. And that this ſower ſap of the firſt flock 
(i mean Adams (in ) is tranſmitted into all mankind,not only 
corrupting their fruit, but ruining and withering all the 
branches 3 the Apoſtle ſhews us in that excellent parallell. be- 
twixt the two Adams, Rom. 5, 12, Wherefore as by one man ] 
one, not only in individuo, ſedinſpecie, one repreſenting the 
whole root or ſtock, fin entered into the _ not by imitation 
only, but by propagation? and this brought death and ruine 
upon all the branches. - 

Although theſe wild hedge-fruits be unwholſom and un- 


manured and ordered aright, it's turned wild : $o all thef 


pleaſant 


| | 
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pleaſant to the taſte, yet they are fair and beautiful co the 


Husbandry ſpiritualized : Or, 


eye 3 a man that Jooks upon them, and doth not know what 
fruit it is , would judge it by its ſhew and colour to be excel- 
lent fruit 3 for it makes a fairer (ſhew oftentimes , than the 
beſt and moſt wholſome fruit doth: Even fo, thoſe natural! 
gifts and endowments which ſome unregenerate perſons 
have, - ſeem exceeding fair to the eye, and a fruit to be de- 
fired. What excellent qualitics have ſome meer natural men 
and women? what a winning affability ? humble condeſcen- 
tion, meckneſs, righteouſneſs, ingenious tenderneſs and 
(ſweetneſs of nature ! As it was (hyperbolically enough) ſaid 
of one, :1n hoc homine, non peccavit Adam Adam never tinned 
in this man meaning,that he excelled the generality of Adams 
children in {ſweetneſs of temper and natural endowments. 
What curious phantaſies, nimble wits, folid judgments, te- 
nacious memories, rare elocution, &c. -are to be found 
among meer natural men ? by which they are aſliſted in diſ-- 
courlings* praying, preaching and writing, to the admiration 
of ſuch as know them ! But that which is highly efteermed 
of men, is abomination to God, Lwke 16, 15. it finds no accep- 
tance with him, becauſe it ſprings from that curſed root of | 
nature and is not the produQion of his own ſpirit. 
If fach a ſtock were removed into a better ſoy], and graf- | 
fed with a better kind, it might bring forth fruit pleaſant 
and gratctal to the Husbandman and if ſuch perſons (before 
deſcribed) were but regenerated and changed in their ſpirits 
and principles,what excellent and uſeful perſons would they 
be in the Church of God ? and then their fruits would be 
{weet and acceptable to him, One obſerves of Tertallian, O- 
rigen, and Ferome, that they came into Canaan, laden with 
Egyptian gold, (4.e, ) they came into the Church full of &x- 
ccllent humane learning, which did Chriſt much ſervice. 
When the Husbandman cuts down his woods or hedges , 
he cuts down theſe Crab-fiocks with the reſt, becauſe he va- 
lucs them not any more than the thorns and brambles amon 
which they grow 3 and as little will God regard or ſpate 
 th:zſe natural branches, how much foever they are laden with 
ſuch fruit. The threatning is uriverlal, Fohy 3+ 3. - Except you 


be 


1 
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be regenerate and boru again, you cannot enter into the king- 
dom of” heaven. And again, Heb. 12. 14. Without holineſ5, no 
man ( be his natural T4 never ſo excellent )ſhall ſee God. lm- 
belliſhed nature, is nature ſtill; That which is born of the 
fleſh, is but fleſh, however ite (et off with advantage to the 
eye of man. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


O what purpoſe then do I glory in my natuzal accom- 

pliſhments ? Though I have a better nature than ſome 
others have, yet it is a curſed nature ſtill. Theſe ſweet qua- 
lities and cxcellent gitts,.do only hide, but not kill the cor- 
ruption of nature. I am but a rotten- poſt gilded over, and 
all my duties but hedge fruit, which God makes no account 
of. O cutting thought ! that the unlearned (hall riſe and 
take heaven, when I with all my excellent gifts ſhall de- 
{cend into hell. Heaven was not made for Scholars, as ſuch, 
but for believers 3 as one ſaid, when they comforted him up- 
on his death-bed, that he was a knowing man,a Dodtor of Di- 
vinity: O, ſaid he, I ſhall not appear betore God as a Dodtor, 
but as a man TI ſhall ſtand upon a level with the moſt illi- 
terate, in the day of judgment 3 what doth it avail me that 
I have a nimble wit, whilſt I have none to do my felt good ? 
Will my Judge be charm'd with a rhetorical tongue? Things 


| will not be carried in that world, as they are in this. It 1 


could with Berengariws diſcourſe de omni ſcibile,ot every thing 
that is knowable; or with Solomox unravel nature, from the 
Cedar to the Hyſop, what would-this advantage me, as long 
as I am ignorant of Chrift, and the myſtery of Regeneration ? 
My head hath often aked with ſtudy, but when did my heart 
ake for ſm? Methinks, O my foul, thou trimmeſt up thy 
ſelf in theſe natural ornaments to appear before God, much 
as that delicate Agag did, when he was to come before Sa- 
muel, and fondly conceiteſt that theſe things will procure 


| favour, or (at lealt) pity from him ? but yet, think not for 


all that, the bitterneſs of death is paſt 3 (ay not within thy felt, 


Will God caſtſuch a one as I into hell ? Shall a man of ſuch 
Aa parts 


I. 
A Refleioa 
for an accom- 
pliſhed Natu- 
caliſt, 
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Husbandry fpiritualized; Or, | 


| 


2, 
A refletion | 
for a true, but 
weak believer»: 


(1) 1 Cor. 10, 


45 
(2) Eccl. 7. 9. 
'\ (3) Deur. 32.8, 


parts be damincd? Alas ! juftice will hew thee to pieces, as 
Samnel did that ſpruce King,and not abate thee the leaſt,for 
theſe things 3 many thouſand branches of nature, as fair and 
fruitful as thy felt, are now blaring in hell, becauſe not tran(- | 
planted' by regeneration into Thrift z and if he ſpared not 
them, neither will he ſpare thee. 

I am a poor deſpiſed Shrub, which have no beauty at all 
in me, and yet ſuch a one'hath the Lord choſen to tranſplant 
into Chriſt,whillt he lett many fragrant branches ſtanding on 
their native ftock, to be fuel of his wrath to all eternity ! O 
grace for cver to'be admired ! Ah, what cauſe have I to be 
thankful to free grace,and for ever to walk humbly with my 
God: the Lord hath therefore choſen an unlikely, rugged, 
unpoliſht creature as I am, that pride may for ever be hid 
from mine cycs, and that I may never glory in his preſence, 
1 Cor. 1.29. I now have the advantage of a better root and 
ſoyl than any carnal perſon hath, it will therefore be a great- 
er ſhame to me, and a reproach to the root that bears me, 
if I ſhould be out-ſtript and excetled by them 3 yet Lord, 
how often do I tind it fo ? I ſee ſome of them meck and pa- 


'tient, whilſt Lam proud and paſſionate 3 m_ and affable, 


whiltt I am rough andſurly ; generous and noble,whilſt I am 
baſe and penurious. Truly, fuch a branch as I am, is no ho- 


1 nour to the root that bears it. 


The Pogm, 


Am a branch of that fair Eden Tree 
Which to (1_)-mankind God had ordsin'd to be 


. | The common ſtock, his (2) ſcituation good, 
j His (3) branches many, of himſelf a wood. 


| And like a Cedar by the River fed, 
Unto theclouds his ample branches ſpread. 
Sin {mote (4) his root, then juſtice cut him down 3 


| (4)Rom. $.12, 


— JEEM 


And levePd with the earth his lofty Crown. 


What 


_ 


ll. 


A. _ 
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What hope of branches, when the (5) tree's o*return'd ? 


But like (6) dry faggots to be bound and burn'd. 

It had been ſo, had not (7) tranſcendent love, 

Which in a ſphear above our thoughts doth moye 

| Prepar'd a better (S) ſtock, to ſave and nouriſh 
Tranſplanted twigs, which in him thrive and flouriſh. 

In Adam all are (9 ) curs'd, no ſaving fruit 

| Shall ever ſpring, from that ſin-blaſted root. 

'| Yea all the branches that in him are found, 

How (1) flouriſhing ſoever muſt be bound 

And piPd together, horrid news to tell ! 

To make an everlaſting blaze in Hell. 

God takes no pleaſure in the ſweeteſt bud 

Diſclos'd by nature, for the root's not 'good- 

Some (2,) boughs indeed richly add are 

{ With natural fruits, which to the eye are fair, 

Rare (3) Gitts, ſweet diſpolitions, which attracts 

The love of thouſands; and from moſt exats 

Honour, and admiration. You'l admire 

That ſich as theſe, are fewcl for the fire. 

Indeed ten thouſand pities *tis to ſee 

Such lovely creatures in this caſe to be. 

Did they by truc. Regeneration draw 

The fap of life from 7eſſes root, (4) the Law 

By which, they now to wrath condemned are 

Would ceaſe to curſe, and Godſuch buds would (parc. 

But out of him, there's none of theſe can move 

His unrelenting heart, or draw his love. 

Then cut me off, from this accarſed Tree 3 

Left 1 for ever be cut off from thee, 


1 Rom.:.2 


(5 )Rom.5.18 
(6) John 15.6, 
(7)Joh. 3.16. J 


(8)1Cor.1s. 


47, 


(9) Gal.3.10, 


(1)Heb.12,14. 


(2) Mark 10, 


20, 2I, 


(3) Heb.s 4,5* 
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Husbandry ſpiritua lized; Or, 'F | 


CHAP. IE 


when ere you bud or graſt, therein you ſee ; 
| How. Chriſt, and ſouls muſt here united be, 


OBSERVATION, 


V Hen the Husbandrnan hath prepared his graffs in the 

ſeaſon of the year, he carries.them, with the tools 
that arc neceſſary for that work,to the tree or ſtock he intends 
to ingraft ; and having cut off the tap of the limb, in ſome 
ſtrait ſmooth part, he cleaves it with his knife or chiſſel, a 
little beſide the pith 3 knocks in his wedge to keep it open, 
then (having prepared the graff, he caretully ſets it into the 
cleft, joyning the inner fide of the barks, of graff: and ſtock 
{together (there being the main current of the ſap) then pulls 
ont his wedge, binds both together( as in barking )and clayes 
it up, to detend the tender graff and wounded ſtock, from 
the injurics of the Sun and rain. 

Theſe tender cyences quickly take hold of the ſtock, and | 
having immediate coalition with it, drink in its ſap, conco&t 
it into their own nouriſhment, thrive better, and bear more 
and better fruits than ever they would have done upon their 
natural root, yea, the ſmalleſt bud, - being carefully inoccu- 
lated and bound cloſe to the ſtock, will in ſhort time become 
| a flouriſhing and fruittul limb. 


APPLICATION, 


"His carries a moſt ſweet and lively reſemblance, of the 

ſouls union with Chriſt by faith 3 and indeed there is}. 
nothing in nature that ſhadows forth this great Goſpel-my- 
ſtery like it: *Tis a thouſand pities, that any who are im- 
ployed about, or are but fpedtators of ſuch an ation, ſhould 
terminate their thoughts (as too many do) in that natural 


object, | 
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tations, which it ſq fairly offers them. 

When a twig is tobe ingraffed, or a bud inocculated, it's 
firſt cut off by a keen knite trom the Tree on which it natu- 
rally grew. | 


firſt work about it is cutting work, AGs 2. 37. their hearts 
were cut by conviction and deep compunction 3 no cyence is 
ingraffed without cutting, no ſoul united with Chriſt with- 
out a cutting ſenſe of fin and miſery, Joh 16. 8, 9. 

When the tender ſhoot is cut off from the Tree, there are 
(ordinarily) many more left behind upon the fame Tree, as 
promiſing and vigorous as that which js taken 3but it plcaſ- 
eth the Husbandman to chuſe this, and leave them. 

Even ſo it is in the removing or tranſplanting of a ſoul by 
canverlion, it dcaves many behind it in the ſtate of nature, 
as likely and promiling as it ſelf; but fo it pleaſeth God to 
take this ſoul, and leave many others; yea, often ſuch as grew 
upon the ſame root 3 I mean, the immediate parent, Mal. 
1. 2.44 #0t Eſau, Jacob's brother ( ſaith the Lord) yet I loved 
Jacob, aud IT hated Eſau. 

When the grafts are cut off, in order to thiswork, *tis 2 
critical ſeaſon with them; if they lye too long before they 
are ingraffed, or take not with the ſtock, they dye, and are; 
never more to be recovered 3 they may ſtand in the ſtock a 
while, but are no part ofthe Tree. 


tical time with them many a one have I known then to 
| miſcarry, and never recovered again z they have indeed for 
a time ſtood like dead grafls in the ſtock, by an external dead 


"ſuch dead graffs, either fall off from the ſtock, or moulder 
away upon it, ſo do theſe, 1 John 2. 19. 

The Husbandman when he hath cutoff graffs, or tender 
buds, makes all the convenient ſpeed he can to cloſe them 
with the ſtock 3 the ſooner that's done, the better 3 they get 
no good by remaining as they are. And truly it concerns the 


bn. DAME. 


Sa when ſouls are under a work of conviction, it is a cri- | 


objec, and not raiſe up their hearts to theſe heavenly medi- | 


And when the Lord intends to graft a ſoul into Chriſt,the | 


, 
þ 


hearted profeſſion, but never came to any thing ; and as | 


ſervants of the Lord, who are unployed. in this work, oft . 
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| 16. 30, 31.” They donot ſay, it's too ſoon for thee to act 


ingrating ſouls into Chriſt, - to make all the hatie they cat, 
to bring the convicted {inner to a cloſure with Chriſt, As 
Toon as ever the trembling Jaylor crycd out, What ſhall T do to 
be ſaved?Paul and Silas immediately dire& him toChrijt, Act. 


faith on: Chrift, thou art not yet humbled enough, but be- 
lieve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 

There muſi be an incition made in the ſtock before any ' 
bud can be inocculated, or the ſtock nwlt be cut and cleaved, | 
before the cyence can be ingraffed according to that in the | 
Poet. Venerit inſitio., fac ramum ramus adoptet. (i. te.) 

To grafls, no living ſap the ſtocks impart 3 
Unleſs you wound, and cut them neer the heart. 

Siich an incition or wound was made upon ' Chrift, in or- 
der to our ingraffing into him, obs 19. 34+ the opening of | 
that deadly wound gives lite to the ſouls of believers. 

The graft is intimately united, and cloſly conjoyned with 
the ſtock, the conjunction is {o cloſs, that 'they become one | 
Tree. ; 204) 

There .is alſo a moſt cloſs and intumate union hatwine | 
Chrilt, and the ſoul that believeth in him. It is emphatical- | 
ly expreſſed by the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 17. He that is joyned 
to the Lord, is one ſpirit. The word imports,themeareſt, cloſs- | 
elt and firictcſt union. Chrift and the foul cleave together-in | 
a bleſſed oneneſs, as thoſe things do. that are glewed one to | 
another 3 ſo that, look as the graff is rcally in the ftock, and | 
the ſpirit-or ſap of the itock is really in the graft, fo a be- 
licver is rcally (though myſtically ) in Chrift 3 and the Spirit 
of Chrift is really communicated to a believer. T live, faith 
Paul, yet not I,but Chriſt liveth in me,Gal.2:29. He that dwel- 
leth iz love, dwelleth in God, and God in bim, 1 Joh. 4. 16. 

Grafts are bound to the ſtock, by bonds made of hay or | 
flags theſe kcep it ſteddy, cle the wind would looſe it out 
of the ltock. 

The bclicving ſoul is alſo faſtened to- Chriſt, by bands | 
which will (ccure it from all danger of being looſed off trom 
him any more. There are two bonds of this union 3 the Spi- | 
rit on God's part, this is the firm bond of union, without | 
_ which | 


The heaveryluſe of eartblythings. 
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which we could never be made one with Chrilt, Roms. 8. 9. 


| faith on our part, Eph. 3. 17. That Chriſt may dwell in your 
bearts by faith. Theſe hold firong]y. | | 
'- Thoughthe ſtock be one and the ſame, yet all graffs do 
' not thrive ant flouriſh alike in it, ſome out-grow the reſt ; 
| and thoſe thar grow not {o well as the others A the fault is 
' in them, and not in the ſtock : So it is with ſouls really uni- 
| ted to Chriſt ,' aldo not flouriſh alike-in him, the faith of 
| ſome. grows exceedingly, 2 Theſc 1,3. the things that be jn 0- 
| thers are ready to die, Rev. 3. 2, and ſuch fouls muft charge 
| the fault upon themſelves. Chriſt (cnds up living {ap enough, 
| not only to-make all that are in him living, but buichl 


branches, 


REFLECTIONS. 


| 64; ſo indeed betwixt Chriſt and my foul, as it is betwixt 
the ingraffed cyence and the ſtock ? what hoaour and 
glory then hath Chriſt conferred upon me, a poor unworthy 
creature ? What ! to be made one with him, tobe a living 
branch of him, to be joyned thus to the Lord. Oh ! what a 
preferment is this ! it is but a little while fince I was a wild 
and curſed plant, growing, in the wilderneſs amonglt them 
that ſhall ſhortly be cut down and faggotted up tor hell, tor 
me to be taken from amongſt them, and planted into Chriſt, 
O my ſoul ! tall down and kits the feet of free grace, that 
moved ſo freely towards ſc vile a creature ! the dignities and 
honours of the Kings and Nobles of the carth, arc nothing 
to mine 3 *twas truly confcfſcd by one of them, that it is a 
greater honour to be a member of Chriſt, than the head of 
an Empire. Dol fay, a greater honour than is put upon the 
Kings of the Earth? T might have (+#d, it's a greater honour 
| than is put upon the Angels of heaven?tor wo which of them 
| aid Chriſt at any time, thon art bone of my bone, and flcth 
of my fleſh ? Behold ! what manner of Ive is this ! 1 Joh. 3.-1. 
Look again upon the ingraffed cyences, O my foul ! and 


| thou ſhalt nnd, that when once they have taken hold of the 
ſtock, 


| IF any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, h2. is none of bis ; and | 


Four comfor- 

table RefleRi- 

ons for a re- 

generate ſoul, 
Is 
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TP 


| ther of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt? What ! a branch of his dear 


ſtock, they live as long as there is any ſap in the root; and 
becauſe he liveth, I ſhall live alſo, for my life is hid with 
Chriſt in God, Col. 3. 3. The graff is preſerved in the ſtock, 
and my ſoul is even ſo, preſerved in Chriſt Feſus,Jude 1. 
Am1T joyned to the Lord as myſtical part, or branch of 
him 3 how dear art thou then, O my ſoul, to the God and fa- 


Son ! What can God with-hold from one fo ingrafted ? 
Eph. 1.6. All is yours (faith my God) for ye are Chriſt, and 
Chriſt is Gods, 1 Cor. 3.23. 

Once more, draw matter of inſtrudtion, as well as com- 
fort from this ſweet obſervation. Secing God hath put all 
this honour upon thee, by this moſt intimate union with his 
Chriſt, look to it (my ſoul) that thou live and walk as be- 
comes a ſoul, thus one with the Lord ; be thou tender over 
his glory deth not that which ſtrikes at the root, ſtrike at the 
very life of the graff ? and ſhall not that which ſtrikes at the 
very glory of Chriſt, tenderly touch and affect thee ? yea, be 
thou tenderly affected with all the reproaches that fall upon |_ 
him from abroad, but eſpecially with thoſe which redound | 
to him from thine own unfruitfulneſs. O, diſgrace not the 
root that bears thee 3 let it never be faid, that any evil fruit 
ſhall be found upon a branch that lives and is fed by ſuch a 
root. 


Uum_—_— 


The Poem. 


(1) Joh.15.5- 
| (2)Rom.11.17 


H what conſidering ſerious man can ſee 

The cloſe conjunttion of the graff and tree 3 
And whilſt he contemplates he doth not tind, 
This meditation graffed on his mind ? 


I am the (1) branch, and Chriſt the vine 
thy gracious hand did pluck 

Me from that native (2) ſtock of mine, 

that I his ſap might ſuck. 


ah 


2 


The heavenly uſe of earthly things, 


Th 


The bloudy (3) ſpear did in his heart 
a deep incifton .make, 
' That grace to me he might impart, 
And I thercof partake. 


The ſpirit (4) and faith is that firm band, 
which binds us faſt together 3 

Thus we are claſped (5) hand in hand 
and (6 )nothing us can ſever. 


Bleſs*d be that hand which did remove, 

mefrom my native place, : 

This was the (7_) wonder of thy love 3 
the triumph of thy grace. 


z 
That a wild (8) and curſed plant, 
ſhould thus preferred be; 
Who all thoſe (9 ) qrnamentsdo want, 
thou may'ſt in others ſee, 


As long as e*re the root doth live, 
the branches are not dry 3 

Whillt Chrift hath grace, and life to give 
my foul can never (1) dye. 


O bleſſed Saviour ! never could 
a graff cleave to the tree, 

More (2) cloſs than thy poor creature would 
united be with thee. 


My foul, diſhonour not thy root, 
*twill be a ſhame tor thee ; 
To want the choiceſt ſorts of fruit, 
and yet thus graffed (3) be. 


Thus you may ſhake from grafls before they blow, 
More precious fruit than e're on trees did grow- 


(2) Cane. 8.6. | 


(3) Ifa. 5. 4: 


(3(Joh. 19.34 


(4) Rom. 8:9. 
EP. 3+ 17. 


(5)Cant. 2.16. 
(5g Rom. 8.35 


(7) r Joh. 31. 


(8) Ro. 11.19: 


(9)Mat, 11.25. 


| 
(1)Joh. 14.1 9+ 


ay 
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CHAP. HL 


1hen Trees are ſhak'd, but little fruit remains 3 
Juit ſuch a remnant to the Lord pertains. 


LL — 


OBSERVATION. 


T is a pleaſant ſight in Autumn, to ſee the fruitful bran- 


ches hanging full of cluſters, which weigh the boughs to 
the g round. . 


Aſpice curvatos Pmorum pondere ramos 

Ut ſua quod peperit vix ferat arbor onus. 
Which I may thus Engliſh, 

O what a pleaſant tight it is to ſee; * 

The fruitful cluſters bowing down the tree. 


But theſe laden branches are ſoon caſed of their burden, 
for as ſoon as they are ripe,the Husbandman aſcends the tree, 
and ſhaking the limbs with all his might, cauſes a fruitful 
ſhower to fall like hailſtones upon the ground below, which 
being gather'd to a heap, arc carried to the pound, broken 
all to pieces in the trough;and ſqueez'd to a Iry lump in the 
preſs, whence all their juice _ moiſture runs into the Fat. 
How few eſcape this Far, of all thoſe multitudes that grew 
in the Orchard ? If you now look upon the Trees, you may 
poſſibly ſee here one, and there another, two or three upon 


the outmoſt branches, but nothing in compariſou to the 


valt numbers that are thus ufed. 
1 


APPLICATION. 


is ſmall remains of fruit, which are cither left upon 
the tree, or gather*d- in for an hoard; do well reſemble 


that ſmall number of Gods elect in the world, which free 
may pv 


A 


Thebeavenly ufe of earthly things b- 


Bo ———— 


grace hath reſerved out of the general ruine of mankind. 
Four things are excellently ſhadowed forth to us by this {i- 
militude. 

You ſee in a fruitful Autumn, the trees even oppreſt and 
overladen with the weight of their own fruits before the 
ſhaking time come, and then they are caſed of their burden. 
Thus the whole creation groans under the weight of their 
{ns who inhabit it, Rom. 8.22. the creatures are in boadage, 
and by an elegant ——_— are ſaid, both fo groan and 
' wait-for deliverance. The original fin of man brought an 
cos curſe, which burdens the creature, Gen.3.17.Curſed 
i the ground for thy ſakg , #nd the actual tin of man brings 
actual curſcs upon the creature, Pſal.107.34. Thus the in- 
habitants of the world load and burden it, as the limbs of a 
tree are burdened, and ſometimes broken with the weight of 
their own fruit. 

You may obſerve it in your Orchards every year, what 
abundance of fruits daily fall, either by ſtorms; or of their 
own accord 3 but when the thaking time comes, then the 
ground is covered all over with fruit. Thus it is with the 
world, that myſtical tree, with reſpe& to men, that inhabit 
it 3 there is nota year, day or hour, in which ſome drop not, 
as it were,of their own accord by a naturaldeath and ſome- 
times wars andEpidemical plagues blow down thouſfauds to- 
gether into their graves, theſe are as high winds in a fruittul 
Orchard, but when the ſhaking time, the Autumn of the 
| world comes; then all its inhabitants ſhall be ſhaken down 
together, either by death, or a trauſlation cquivolent there- 
unto. mwa 

When fruits are ſhaken down from their trees; then the 
Husbandman ſeparates them the far greatelt part for the 
pound, and ſome few he reſerves tor an hoard, which are! 
brought to his table, and caten with#pleaſure. This excel- 
lently ſhadows forth that great ſeparation, which Chrilt will 
make in the end of the world 3 when ſome ſhall be caſt into 


the wine-pre(s of the Almighties wrath and others preſerved) 


for glory. A 
Thoſe fruits which are preſerved on the-tree,-or in the 
Bb 2 hoard, 


2, 


3* 
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hoard, are comparatively but an handful to thoſe that are 
broken in the pound. Alas! *tis ſcarce one of a thouſand, 
and ſuch a ſmall remnant of Elc&ed fouls hath God reſerved 
for glory. 

I look upon the World as a great Tree, conſiſting of four 
large limbs or branches 3 this branch or diviſion of it on 
which we grow, hath doubtleſs a greater number of Gods 
cle& upon it,than the other three 3 and yet when I look with 
a ſcrious and conſidcring eye upon this fruitful Erropear 
branch, and ſee how much rottcn and withered fruit there 
grows upon it, it makes me ſay as Chryſoftom did of his po- 
pulous Antioch, Ah, how ſmall a remnant hath eſis Chriſt 
among theſe vaſt numbers ! Many indeed are called, but, ah, 
how few are choſen | Mat. 20. 16. Alas! they are but as 
the gleanings when the vintage is done 3 here and there one 
upon its outmoſt branches. To allude to that, Iſa. 17. 6. 
it was a ſad Obſervation which that ſearching Scholar (Mr. 
Brierwood) long, ſince made upon the world, that dividing it 
into thirty equal parts, he found no leſs than nineteen of 
them wholly overſpread with Idolatry and Heatheniſh dark- 
neſs ! andof the cleven remaining parts, no leſs than ſix are 
Mahumetans ; ſo that there remain but hve of thirty, which 
profeſs the Chriſtian Religion at large 3 and the far greater 
part of theſe remaining hve, are invellop'd and drowned in 
Popiſh darknc&; ſo that you ſee the reformed Proteſtant Re- 
ligion is confined to a ſmall ſpot of ground indeed. Now, if 
from theſe we ſubſtract all the groſly ignorant, openly pro- 
fane, meerly civil, and ſecretly hypocritical 3 judge then in 
your ſelves, how ſmall a ſcantling of the world falls to 
Chrifts'ſhare ! 

Well might Chriſt ſay, Mat.7.14. Narrow is the way, and 
ftrait is the gate, that leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it, And again, Like 12.32. Fear aot, little, little flock, The 
large piece goes to the devil, a little remnant is Chrifts, 
Rom. 9. 25. Saints in Scriptureare called jewels, Mal.3. I7. 
Precious pearls and diamonds, which the Latincs call Vn;- 
ones. Quia nulli duo fimul reperiuntur (faith Pliny) becauſe 


— 


nature gives them not by pairs, but ove. by one. How many 
O 


* 
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pebbles to one pear! ? Sutable to. this notion, is that com- 
plaint of the Prophet, Mich. 7. 1, 2. We is me; for I am as 
when they bave gathered the Summer fruits, as the grape glean- 
ings of the vintage, there is no cluſter to eat ;, my ſoul deſired the 
firſt ripe fruits; the good man is periſhed out of the earth, and | 
there xs none, (i.e. none comparatively) xpright among men, 
The Prophet alludes to a poor hungry man, that after the ga- 
thering time is paſt, comes into an Orchard, deſiring ſome 
choice fruits to cat, but alas ! he hinds none 3 there is no clu- 
ſter; poſſhbly here and there a ſingle Saint, like a ſingle apple, 
hcre and therc one after the ſhaking time. True Saints arc 


the worlds raritics. 


REFLECTIONS. 


VV Hat then will be my lot, when that grcat ſhaking 
time ſhall come, who have followed the multitude, 


and gone with the tyde of the world ? how even when I have 


ters of ſalvation, and told what a narrow way the way of 
life is, have I put it off with this; If it be fo, then wo to 
thouſands. Ah fooliſh heart ! thouſands and ten thouſands 
ſhall be woful and miſerable indeed, to all eternity. Will it 
be any mitigation to my miſery, that I ſhall have thouſands 
of miſerable companions with me in hell? or will it be ad- 
| mitted for a good plea at the Judgment-ſeat, Lord, I did as 
the generality of my neighbours in the world did; except 
it werc here and there a more preciſe perſon, 1 ſaw none, 
but lived as I lived. Ah, fooliſh tinmer ! Is it not better go 
to heaven alone, than to hell with company ? the worſt cour- 
ſes, have alwayes the moſt jmitators, and the road to detiru- 


ion is thronged with paſſengers. 


ik 
A RetieRion 
been preſſed to ſtrictneſs and ſingular diligence in the mat- REN wn 
ample of the .. 
multitude. 


And how little better is my condition ? who have often 2, 
A Reflection 


fathered the wickedneſs of my own heart, upon the incou- 
ragements of mercy. Thus hath my heart pleaded againſt 
{tritneſsand duty. God is a merciful God, and will not be 
ſo ſevere with the world to damn ſo many thouſands as are 


inmy condition: Deluded ſoul,if God had damned the whole | 
race 


for an abuſer 
of mercy. 


_—_— 
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race of Adam, he had done them no wrong 3 yea, there is 

more mercy in {aving but one man, than there is of ſeverity 
and rigour in damning all : how many drunkards and adulte- | 
rers have lived and dycd with thy plea in their mouths ? God | 
is a merciful God, but yet his word expreſly ſaith, Be not de- | 
ceived, ſuch ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9. | 
God indeed, is a God of infinite mercy 3 but he will never | 
exerciſe his mercy to the prejudice of his truth. 

| ©O, what rich grace is here ! that in a general Shipwrack 
\t | mercy ſhould calt fortha line or plank to ſave me! that when 
A Refle&ion | millions periſh, I with a few more ſhould eſcape that per- ; 
for an ele&t | 1:::. Was it the Fathers good pleaſure to beſtow the king- | 

—_ dom upon a little flock, __ 


to make me one of that num | 
ber? What ſingular obligations hath mercy put upon my | - 


ſoul ! the fewer are ſaved, the more cauſe have they that are, 
to admire their Saviour ! It but one of a thouſand had been | 
damned, yet my ſalvation would have been an a& of infi- | 
nite grace> but when ſcarce one of a thouſand are ſaved, | 
what ſhall I call that grace, that caſt my lot among them ! 


The Poem. | 


E that with ſpiritual eyes in Autumn ſees 


The heaps of fruit which fall from ſhaken trees, 
Like ſtorms of hailſtones; and can hardly tind 


One of a thouſand that remains behind. 

Methinks this Meditation ſhould awake 

His ſoul 3 and make it like thoſe trees to ſhake: 

Of all the cluſters which fo lately grew 

Upon theſe trees, how few can they now ſhew ? 

{x Ia. 17-6. Here one (1) and therc another 3 two or three 
Upon the outmoſt branches of the tree. 

The greateſt numbers to the pound are born, - 

Squeez'd in the trough 3 and all to pieces torn : 


This 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


This little handtul's left, to ſhadow forth 


To me Gods (2) remnant in this peopl'd earth. 
If o*'re the whole terreſtrial globe I look, 
The Goſpel vilits but (3) alittle nook. 
The reſt with horrid ( 4.) darkneſs ovcrſpread, 
Are faſt aſleep yea, in tranſgreſſions dead, 
Whole droves to hell, the devil daily drives; 
Not one amongſt them once (5 ) rchiſts or ſtrivcs. 
And in this little heaven-inlightned (por, 
How vaſt an intereſt hath Satan got ? . 
But few of holine(s profeſſion make, 
And if from thoſe that do profeſs I take 
The ſelf-deluding hypocrites, I tear 
To think how few (6) remain that are lincere. 
O tax not mercy that it ſaves ſo tew, 
But rather wonder that the Lord ſhould ſhew 
Mercy to any 3 (7) quarrel not with grace, 
But for thy ſelf Gods gracious terms embrace. 
When all were($ )Shipwrackt,thou ſhouldit wonder-more 
To find thy ſelf (c ſtrangely caſt athore 
And there to meet with any that can tel! 
How narrowly they alſo ( 9) {cap'd from hell. 
The ſmaller numbers mercy faves, the higher 
Ingagements lye on thee (1) ſtill to admire. 
Had the whole ſpecies periſh'd in their fin, 
And not one individual faved bin 
Yet every (2) tongue before him muſt be mute, 
Confeſs his righteouſneſs but not diſpute. 
Or had the hand of mercy which is (3) trec 
Taken another, and pa{s'd over me 3 
I ſtill mult juſtific him, and my tongue 


y 


(3)1 Joh.s.19, 


($s)2Tim, 2, 24 


(6; Mar, 7, 14, 
(7)Rom.g.27, 
(8)Rom, $.16 
(9/1Per.4.1s. 
(1) Joh.14.+ 2, 
(2) Rom.g,18, 


(3)Rom.5.15. 


(2,Rom. 9.27, 


Plat. 147. 20, 
| (4)Pſal.74. 20. 


Confefs my maker had done me no wrong, 
But if my (4) name he pleale to let me fee | 
EnrolPd among thoſe tew that ſaved be, 

What admiration ſhould ſuch mercy move | 

What thanks, and (5) praiſe, and everlaſtiug love ! 


(4)Heb.12.23. 


($)Rev. 1: 5,6. 
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ting down of 
dead trees. 


Upor? the cut- 
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C H A P. IV. 


Dead barren Trees you for the frre prepare, 
In ſach a caſe, all fruitleſs perſons are. 


OBSERVATION, 


Ftcr many years patience, in the ufe of all means to 

recover a fruit Tree, it the Husbandman fee it be 
quite dead,and that there can be no more expeQation of any 
fruit from it,he brings his ax and hews it down by the root 
and from the Orchard its carricd to the fire, it being then 
fit for nothing elſe 3 he reckons it imprudent to let ſuch a 
uſeleſs tree abide in good ground, where another might be 
planted in its room, that will better pay for the ground it 
ſtands in.I my ſelf once ſaw aTarge Orchard of fair,but fruit- 
Jeſs trees, al rooted up, rived abroad, and ricked up for the 
hre. 


APPLICATION, 


Hus deals the Lord by ufcleſs and barren Profeſſors 
whodo but cumber his ground, Mat. 3. 10. And now 
alſo.the ex is laid to the roct of the trees;therefore every tree that 
brings not forth good fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the fire 
And Luke 13.7. Then ſaid the dreſſer of the vineyard, Behold 

this three years I came ſeeking fruit on this fig-tree,and find none, 


1 cut it down, why cumbereth it the grownd ? Theſe three years, 


alluding to the time of his Miniſtery, he being at that time 
entring upon his laſt half year,as one obſerves,by harmonizing 
the Evangeliſts fo long he had waited for the fruit of his 
Miniſtery, among thoſe dead-hearted Jews: now his pati- 


ence is even at an end, cut them down (faith he)why cumber 
they the ground ? I will plant others, (viz. the Genteles) in 
their 


—_— —_—... tes. 


their r20m.- T0 honing (on pink barren tree doth in a 
lively manner ſhadow tort s judicial proceedings againſt 
Heel and empty Profeſſors under the Goſpel ; and the xe- 
ſemblance clearly holds in theſe following particulars. 

The tree that is to be hewen down for the fire; ftands in 
the Orchard among other flouriſhing trees, where it hath en- 
joycd the beneft of a good ſoy], a ſtrong fence and much 
culture z but being, barren, theſe priviledges ſecure it not 
from the fire. It is not our ſtanding in the viſible Church, 
by a powerleſs proteiſion among, real Saints, with whom we 
have been aſſociated, and enjoyed the rich and excellent wa- 
terings of Ordinances, that can ſecure us from the wrath of 
God, Mat. 3. 8.9. Bring forth fruits meet for repentance, an 
think not to ſay within your ſelves ve have Abraham to our fa- 
ther. Neither Abraham, nor Abrabams God, will acknow- 
ledge ſuch degenerate children it Abrabamy faith be not 
in your hearts, it will be no advantage that Abrahams bloud 
runs in your vis. *Twill be a poor plea for Fd, when he 
ſhall ſtand before Chrift in jadgment, to ſay, Lord, 1 was one 
of thy family, I preached for thee, I did- cat and drink in 
thy preſence. Let thele Scriptures be-confulted, Mat. 7.22. 
Mat. 25. 11,12. Rom.2. 17.44 25, 

The Husbandman doth not preſentiy cut down the tree 
becauſe it puts not forth as ſoon as other trees do, but waits 
a5 long as there is any hope,and then cuts it down. Thus doth 
God wait upon barren dead-hearted perſons, from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, and from year to year 3 for the Lord is long-ſuf- 
fering to us-ward, and not willing that any ſhould perith, 
but all come to repentance, 2 Pet. 3. 9. Thus the long-ſut- 
fering of God waited in the dayes of Noah / upon thoſe dry} 
trees, who are now ſmoaking and flaming in hell, 1 Pet.3.20., 
He waits long on linners, but keeps exact accounts of every 
year and day of his patience, Luke 13+ 7. Theſe three years. 
And Fer. 25. 3. Theſe 23 years. 


When the time is come to cut it down, the dead tree can- 
| not poſſibly reſiſt the ſtroke of the ax, but receives the; 
; blow, and fills before it. No more can the. ſtouteſt finner re- 
' Git the fatal ſtroke of death, by —_— the Lord hews him 
C 


down, 


——— cu_ 


I I 
——_—— 
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down, Eccleſ,/8. 8. There is #0 man that hath power over the 
Spirit, to retain the Spirit , neither hath he power in the day of 
death, and there is no diſcharge in that war. When the pale 
horſe - comes, away you muſt -into the land of darkneſs 
Though thou cry with Adrian, O my poor ſoul, whither art 
thou going ! die thou muſt, thou barren Profeffor; though 
it were better for thee to do any thing elſe than to die. What 
a dreadful ſcreech will thy conſcience give, when it ſees 
the ax at thy root ! and (ay to thee, as it is, Ezek, 79. 6. Av 
end is come,the end 4 comesit watcheth for thee behold it is come. 
O. ſaid Hexry Beauford, (that rich and wretched Cardinal, 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Chancellor of England, when he 


| perceived whereto he muſt.) wherefore mult I die ? If the 


whole Realm would fave my life, I am able either by policy 
to get it, or by riches to buy it. Fye (quoth he) will not 
death be hired ? will riches do nothing ? No, neither riches 
nor policy can then avail. | | 

1 hat tide to which the Tree leaned moſt while it ſtood, 
that way it will fall, when it is cut down and as it falls (6 
it lies, whether to the South or North, Eccleſ. 11.3. So it 
farcs with theſe myſtical trees 3 I mean fruitleſs Profeſſors. 
Had their hearts and affections inclined and bended heaven- 
ward whilſt they lived, that way no doubt they had fallen at 
their death z but as their hearts inclined to fin, and ever 
bended to the world 3 ſo when God gives the fatal ſtroke; 
they muſt fall hell-ward,and wrath-ward; and how dreadful 
will ſuch a fall be ? 

When the dead tree is carried out of the Orchard, it ſhall 
never be among the living trees of the Orchard any more 
many years it grew among them,but now it ſhall never have 
a place there again. And when the barren Profeſſor is car- 
ricd out of the world by death, he ſhall never be aſſaciatcd 
with the Saints any more. He may then ſay, farewell all ye 


falted, prayed. 1 ſhall never fee your faces more, Mat. 8. 
I1,12. I fay unto you, that many ſhall come from the Eaſt 
and Weſt,-and North and South, and ſhall fit down with 


| Abrabam, Iſaac and Jacob, in the Kingdom of heaven 3 but 


the 


| 


Saints,among whom I lived,and with whom I ſo often heard, |- 


—_—_ 
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the children of the Kingdom ſhall be caſt forth into outer 


of teeth, F 

When the dead tree is carried out of the Orchard, the 
Husbandman cuts off his branches, and rives him aſunder 
with his wedges. This alſo is the lot of, barren Profeſſors. 
The Lord of that ſervant will come in a day, wben be looketh mot 
for bim, and will cut him aſunder ; he ſhall be difſeced, or cut 
abroad, Lake 12. 46. ' 

Now therefore conſider this, ye that forget God, lelt 1 
tear (or rend)) you in pieces, Pſal. 50. 22. O dirctul day ! 
when the ſame hand which planted, pruned, and watered 
thee fo long, and fo tenderly, ſhall uow (trike mortal Grokes 
at thee, and that without pity : For be that made them will 


darkneſs, there ihall be weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing | 


not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will fuew them 
#0 favour, Iſa. 27. 11. For the day of mercy is over, and the | 
day of his wrath is fully come. 

When this tree js cleay'd abroad, then itsi rotten, hollow 
inſide appears, which was the cauſe of its barrcnueſs it 
looked like a Fair and ſound bodied tree, buc now all may (ce 
how rotten it is at the heart : So will God in that day, when 
he ſhall di the barren Proteſflor, diſcover the rottennels 
of his heaxt,and unſpundne(s of his principles and ends; then 
they who never ID him before, thall ſee what a hollow 
and rotten-hearted Profeſſor he was. _ | 
"Laſtly, the fruitleſs tree is caft into the fire. This alſo is 
the end and fad ifſuc of formality, Jobn 15.6. He is caſt 
forth as a branch, and is withered, and m21 gather them ang caſt 
zhent into the fire, aud they arg burned. Thus is an undou! td 
tfuth, That there is no plant in Gods vineyard, but he will 
have glory from it by bearing truit,or glory on it by burning 
in the fire. In this tire ſhall they lye, guahing ther teeth, 
Luke 13.38. and that both in indignation again!t the Saints,! 
whom they ſhall ſee in glory, and againſt Feſws Chrit, who 
| would not fave them; and againſt themſelves, tor loting ſo 
fooliſhly the opportunities of ſalvation. Do you behold, 
when you ſit by the fire, the froth that boyles out of thoſe 
flaming logs? O think of that fome and rage of theſe_un- 
Ces done 
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done creatures, foaming and gnaſhing their tceth in that fire 
which is not quenched, Mark 9. 44. 


REFLECTION. 


Ow often have I paſſed by ſuch barren trees, with a 
ol more barren heart ? as little thinking ſuch a tree to be' 
the emblem of my (elf, as Nebuchadnezzasr did,when he ſaw 
that tree in a dream which repreſented himſelf, and ſhadow- 
cd forth to him his enſuing miſery, Dan. 4. 13. But, Oh 
my conſcience ! my droufie, fleepy conſcience ! wert, thou 
but tender and faithful to me, thou wouldſt make as round 
and terrible an application of ſuch a ſpeQacle to me as the 
faithful Prophet did to him, ». 22. And thus wouldſt thou, 
O my ſoul, bemoan thy condition ! R 
Poor wretch, here I grow for a little time, among the 
trees of righteouſneſs, the plants of renown but I am none 
of them, -I was never planted a right ſeed 3 ſome green and 
flouriſhing leaves of profeſſion indeed I have, which deceive 
others, but God cannot be deceived; he ſees I am fruitleſs 
and rotten at the heart. Poor ſoul, what will thine end'be 
but burning ! Behold theax lyeth by thy root, and” wonder | 
it is, that there it ſhould lye bo long. and T yet ſtanding ! fill 
mercy pleads for a fruitleſs creature 3 _ Lord ſpare it one 

ear longer. Alas ! he need ſtrike no great blow to ruine me, 
his very breath blows to deſtruction, Fob 4.9. a frown of his 
face can blaſt and ruine me, Pſal. 80. 6. he is daily ſollicited 
by his juſtice to hew me down, and yet-Iſtand. Lord, cure 
my barrenneſs 3. I know thou hadft rather fee fruit, than fire. 
upon Ime.. | 
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| F7, aftcr pains and patience, you can (ce 
No hopcs of fruit (1 ) down gocs the barren tree : 
You will not ſuffer trccs that are unſound, | (1) Luk. 13.7, 
' And barxen too, to cumber uſeful ground. | 
The fatal ax is (2) laid unto the root | 
 Ir*s fit for fire, when unfit for fruit. 
| But theugh this be a dead, and barren trce 3 
Reader, I would not have it ſo to thee. 

May it to thee this ſerious thought ſuggeſt, 

In all the Orchard this dead tree's the bett. 

Think on it ſadly, lay it doſe to heart 3 

This is the caſe in which thou waſt, or art. 

HK fothou walt, but (3) now doſt live and grow, y 
And bring forth fruit,what praiſe, and thanks doſt ow 
To that wiſe Husbandman that made thee ſo! 
O think when juſtice lifted up its hand, John r5. 1. 
How (4) mercy did then interceding ltand : 
How pity did on thy behalf appear, (4) Luk. 13.8, | 
To beg reprieval for another year. I _ 
[Stop Lord, forbear him 3 all hope is not paſt, | 


——— 


[ 


(2) Mar, 3.10, 


C3)Eph. z. 1; 


He can but be for:hre at the laſt. 
Though many Sermons, many a gracious call ; 
He hath reſiſted like a brazen wall. 
The next (5) may win him, then thy grace ſhall raiſe 
Unto it ſelf a (6) monument of praiſe. 
How ſhould this meditation thaw and melt {s) Rom. 2; 4, 
The heart of him that hath ſuch mercy felt. 
But if thou (till remain a barren tree, 
Then hereas ina mirrour 3 thou may'ſt ſee 
| Thy wretched ſtate, when juſtice at a blow, 
Requites Gods patience in thine overthrow. 
And canſt thou (7) bearit ? can thy heart endure. 
To think of everlaſting burnings ? ſure 
This muſt thy let, thy tearfal portion be 3 (7)PRl, 74.7. | 
It thou continue ftill a barren tree. i l; 


| 


| 
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Ow from the pleaſant Orchard let us walk 
A turn i'th fields, and there converſe and talk 
With Cows and Horfes, 'they can teach us ſome 
Choice Leſſons, though irrational and dumb. 
My Reader's weary, yet I do not fear : 
To be forſaken by one Reader here. 
He'l doubtlefs (tay to hear what queſtions I 
Propound to beaſts, and how they make reply. 

The fatted Ox, and pamper'd horſe you ride 

Theix careleſs Matter tor his care thus chide, 
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CHAP. L 


More care for Horſe and Oxen many take 
Thar for their Souls, or deareſt Childrens ſake. | 


I, | 


—— 


OBSERVATION. | 


AA Any Husbandmen are exceſſively careful about their / 
cattel, riſing themſelves early, or caufing their ſer- | 
vants to riſe betimes to. provender and dreſs them. Much 
time is ſpent in ſome Countreys, in trimming and adorning 
their Horſes with curious trappings and plumes of feathers 3 
and if at any time a beaſt be ſick, what cart is taken to re- 
cover and hea] them ? you will be ſure they ſhall want no- 
thing that is neceflary for them; yea, many will chuſe ra- 
ther to want themſelves, than ſuffer their Horſes ſo to do3 
and take a great deal of comfort to ſee them thrive and pro- 


ſperunder their hands. 
VV Hat one ſaid of bloudy Herod, who ſlew fo many. 
children at Bethlehem, That it were better to be his 
ſwine, than his Son, may be truly enough applyed- to ſorne 
Parents and Maſters, who take leſs care for the faving the 
ſouls of their children and ſervants, than they do for the bo- 
dics of thoſe beafts which daily feed at their ſtalls and cribs. 
Many there be who do in reference to their ſouls, as Facob 
did,with reſpect to the preſervation of their bodies, when he 
put all the berds of cattel before, and his Wives and little 
ones behind, as he went to meet his brother Eſau. *Tis a 
weighty ſaying of a grave Author 1t*s vile ingratitude to re- 
Joyce when cattel multiply, and repine when children increaſe ; 


APPLICATION. - 


its Heatheniſh diftruſtfulneſs,to fear that he who provides for your 


beaft s, 


rn 
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beaſts, will not provide for your children ;, and it*s no leſ7 than 
unnatural cruelty to be careful of the bodies of beaſts, & careleſ; 
of the ſouls of children, Let us but a little compare your care 
and diligence in both reſpects, and (ee in a few particulars, 
whether you do indeed value your own, or your children and 
ſervants ſouls, as you do the life and health of a beaft. 

Your care tor your very Horſes is 'expreſled early, whilſt 
] they are but Colts, and not come todo you any ſervice you 
are willing to be at pains and coſt, to have them broken and 
brought to their way. This is more than ever many of them 
did for their children 3 they can ſee them wild and protane, 
naturally taking a ſtroke or way of wickednels, bur yet ne- 
ver were at any pains or colt to break them 3 theſe muſt be 
tondel'd and-cockered up in the natural way of their own 
corruption and wickedneſs, and not a rod or reproof uſed 
to break them of it. 

*Tis obſerved of the Perſians, that they put out their chil- 
dren to School as ſoon as they could ſpeak,and would not ſee 


them in ſeven years after, leſt their indulgence ſhould do 


them hurt. 

You keep your conſtant ſet times, morning and evening, 
to feed, water and dreſs your cattel, and will by no means 
negle& it once 3 but how many times have you neglected 
morning and ever'*ng duties in your families ? yea, how ma-' 
ny be there, whoſe very tables, in reſpect of any worſhip 
God hath there, do very little differ from the very cribs and 
mangers at which their horſes teed ? As ſoon as you are up 
in a mnorning, you are with your beaſts betore you have been, 
with your God 3 how little do ſuch differ from bealts ? and: 
happy were it, it they were no more accountable to God 
than their beaſts are ? 

The end of your care, colt and pains about your cattel is, 
that they may be ſtrong for labour, and the more ſerviceable 
to you 3 thus you comply with the end of their beings. But 
how rare a thing is it, to hnd theſe menas careful to fit their 
poſterity to be uſeful and ſerviceable to God in their gene- 
rations, which is the end of their beings ?_ If you can make 
them rich, and provide good —_ tor them, you _ 
D that 
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will learn to hold the Plow, that you are willing to tea 
them : But when did you ſpend an hour to teach them the 
way of ſalvation ? 

Now to convince ſach careleſs Parents of the heinouſneſs' 
of their tin, lct theſe four Queries be ſolemnly confidered. 

\ _ Whether this be a ſuthcient diſcharge of that great dut 
which God hath laid upon Chriſtian Parents, in reference to 
their familics? That God hath charged them with the ſouls 
of their families is undeniable, Dext.6.6,7. Epb.6.4. If God 
had not cloathed you with his anthority, to command them 
in the way of the Lord he would never have charged them 
io ſtrictly to yield you obedicnce as he hath done, Eph. 6.1. 
Col. 3.20. Well, a great truſt is repoſcd in you, look to your 
duty, tor without diſpute you ſhall anſwer tor it. 

Whether it be likely, if the time of youth (which is the 
moulding age) be neglected, they will be wrought upon to 
any good atterwards ? Husbandmen, let me put a {enljble 
caſe to you Do you mot ſee in your very horſes, that whillt 
they are young, you can bring them to any way 3 but it once 
they have got a falfe ſtroke, and by long cuſtom it be grown 
natural ro them, then there is no breaking them of it : yea, 
youſce it, in your very Orchards, you may bring-a tender 
twig to grow in what form you pleale ; but when'its grown 
to a ſturdy. limb, there is no bending it afterwards to any 
other form than what it naturally took. Thus it is with 
children, Prov. 22.6, Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, 
and when be is old he will not depart from it. 

W hether,jf you negle&t to inſtruct them in the way of the 
Lord, Satay, and their own natural corruptions, will not in- 
firuct them in the way to hell ? Conſider this ye careleſs Pa- 
rents; if you will not teach your children, the Devill will 
teach them ; if you ſhew them not how to pray, he will ſhew 
them how. to curſe and ſwear,and take the name of the Lord 
in vain if you grudge time and pains about their ſouls, the 
Devil doth not. Oh, *tis a fad conlideration, that ſo many 
children ſhould be put-.to School to the devil ! 

W hat comfort are you like to have from t1zem when they 
are 


| chat you have fully diſcharged. the duty of parents 3 it = 


” -— 
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;| of my beaſts; theu the ſouls ot my children 3. bealt that Iam, 
'| for ſo doing 3 little have I confidered the preciouſueſs of my 


| a ſight-wonld mnelt my heart 3 and- yet, the death of their 


[nition of the Lord when they are young? Many Parents 
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are old, if you bring them not up in- the nutture and admo- 


have lived to reap in theirold age,the fruit of their own folly 
and careleſsneſs, in the looſe wa vain education of their chil- 
dren. By Lieurgus his Law, no Parent was to be relieved by 
his children in aſe, it he gave them-not-good education-in 
their youth 3 and it isa Law at this day among the Switzers, 


the. Parents of that child are to be his executioners 3 theſe 
Laws were made to provoke Parents to look better to their 
charge. Believe this as an.undoubted truth'; That that child 
which . becomes: (through thy. default_) an inſtrument to 
diſhonour God, ſhall prove ſooner or later, a {on or daughter | 
of forrow-to thee. 


that if any child be condemned to die for a capital offence, | 


REFLECTIONS. 


"© hath found out-my in chis day. This hath-been my 
\_J practiſe ever fince 1 had a family-committed to my 
charge 3 I have ſpent more time and pains about the bodies 


own; or their immortal ſouls.- How caretul have I been to 
provide fodder to preferve my cattel in the Winter, whilſt I 
leave my own, and rhein ou to p&ith toeternity,and make 
no provilion for them ?” Surely my children will one day 
curſe the-time that ever they were born unto {uch a cruel f1- 
ther,or of ſuch a mercileſs mother.Should I bring home the 
plague:mto my; fatnily, and live to {ce all my poor children 
lye dead: by-the walls, if Lhad:not the heart of a [Tyger, fuch 


ſouls by the fin which I propagated to.them atfects me no ! 
Ah, that I could ſay, ; L had done but. as:much for: them, as 1 
have done for a beaſt that periſhethi4; - + 


I, 
A Reflection 
for careleſs 
Parents. 


But unhappy wretch: that: Lamy (ad caſt a bettet lat for 
me, I am the al of religious and tender Parents, 
who have alwayes deeply concerned themfelves inthe. evers 


d 2 poured 


MO— 


for the difube- 
; t child of; 
laſting ſtate of my foul > many prayers and tcars have they — 
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poured vutto God for me,both in my hearing as well as in ſe- 
cret 3 many holy. and wholſom counſels have they from time 
to time dropt upon me 3 many precious examples have they 
{ct in their own praGtiſe before me; many a time when I have 
ſinned againſt the Lord, have they ſtood over me with a rod 
in their hands, and tears in their eyes, uling all means; to re- 
claim me3 but like an ungracious wretch I have lighted all 


| their counſels, grieved their hearts, and imbittered their lives 


to them, by my ſinful courſes. Ah, my ſoul ! thou art a de- 
encrate Plant 3 better will it be with the oft-ſpring of inh- 
els, than with thee, if-repentance prevent not 3 now I live 


them, as far as hell is from heaven 3 they now tenderly pity 
my miſery,but then they ſhall approve and applaud the righ- 
teous ſentence of Chriſt upon me: $0 little priviledge ſhall 
I then have from my relation to them, that they ſhall be pro- 
duced as witneſſes againſt me, and all their rejeted coun- 

ls, reproofs, and examples, charged home upon me, as the 
agpravations of my wickedneſs 3 and better it will be, when 


beaſt, than ſprang from the loyns of ſuch Parents. 


The Poem, 


Y Our cattel in fat-paſtures thrive and grow, 
There's nothing wanting 3 that ſhould make them fo, 


| The pamper'd horſe comm his Maſters (1) care, 


Who neither pains, or coſt, doth grudge or (2) ſpare. 
But art not thou mean while, the verieſt fool 3 

That pamper'(t beaſts, and ſtarv'ſt thy precious ſoul ? 
*T were well, it you could.( 3) dye, as now you live 
Like b&aſts;z. and had-no,more account to give. 

Q that theſe lines, - your folly might detect ! 

Who both your own, and childrens fouls negled. 


| 


in one family with them,but ſhortly L ſhall be ſeparated from | 


it ſhall come to that, that I had been brought forth by a | 
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To care for beaſts. O man, prepare to hear 
The doletul'tt language, that cre pierc'd thine ear ! 
When you your children once in hell ſhall meet, 
And with ſuch language their damn'd parents greet, 
* Ocurſed father, wretched mother, why 
* Was Lyour off-{pring? would to God that I 
* Had ſprung from Tygers, who more (4) tender be 
« Unto their young, than you have been to mie. 
« How did you ſpend your thoughts, time, care and coſt 
* Abqut my body ? whilſt my foul was (5) loſt. 
«Did you not know I had a ſoul that muſt 
«Live, (6) when this body was reſolv'd to dui ? 
« You could not chuſe but underſtand if IL, 
* Without an intereſt in Chrift did dye, 
«It needs muſt (7) come tothis z O how coutd you 
* Prove fo remorſleks, and no pity ſhew ! 
* Oh cruel parents ! I may curſe the day 
* That I was born of ſuch as did betray 
© Their child to endleſs torments. Now muſt 1 
« With, and through you, in flames for ever lye. 
Let this make every parent tremble, leſt 
He loſe his child, whilſt caring for his beaſt. 
Or leſt his own poor ſoul do'ſtarve and pine 
Whil( he takes thoughts for Horſes, Sheep and kin. . 


CHAP. IL. 


When under loads your beaſts. do groan, think, then 
How great a mercy 'tis that you are men. 


—— — 


OBSERVATAION.. 


their beaſts (as was noted in the. former Chapter) yet 
others 


| (4)Nah. 2.12. 


».Lam.4.3. 


(s) Mat. 16.26. | 


(s)Eccl. 3.21, 


(7) Mar. 16.16 


Upon the hard 
la "_ | 
cruel u () 
beaſts. ” 


T 0H ſome men be exceſſively careful and tender over | 
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. others are cruel and mercileſs towards them, - not regarding 
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how they ride or burden them. How often have I ſeen them 
fainting under their loads? wrought off their -Jegs, and 
turned out with galled backs into the fields, or high-wayes, 
to ſhift for a little graſs? many times have 1 heard and pitied 
them, groaningunder unreaſonable burdens, and beaten on : 
by mercileſs drivers, till at laſt by ſuch cruel uſage they have 
been deſtroyed, and then calt into a ditch for dogs meat ! 


APPLICATION. 


"ow ſights as theſe ſhould make' men thanktul for rhe | 
mercy of their Creation, and bleſs their bountiful Crea- 
tor , [that they. were not made ſuch . creatures themſelves. 
Some beaſts are made ad eſum.,only for food, being no other- 
wiſe uſctul to man, as ſwine,&c. theſe are onlyifed tor laugh- | 
ter, we kill and eat them, and regard not-their crys and | 
firuglings when the knite is thruſt to their very hearts; others 
are only ad wſun:, tor ſervice, whiltt _ bur unprofitable 
when dead 3 as Horſes, theſe we.make todrudge and toy! for 
us from day to day, but kill them not 3-others-are both: ad | 
eſum, & uſum, tor food- when dead, and ſervice whilR alive, | 
as the Ox.: Theſe we make t6 plow bur helds, draw our car- | 
riages, and afterwards prepare them for ſlaughter. 
But man was made*for nobler ends, created Lord of the 
lower world 3 not toferve, butto be ſerved by other crea- 
tares 3 a mercy able to melt the hardeſt heart into thankful- 
neſs. 1 remember, Lzther preſſing men to be thankful,that 
they are not brought intothe lowelt conditian © of creatures, 
and-to ble(s God that they can (ce any creature below them- 
ſclves, gives- us a famous inſtance* in the following ſtory : 
Two Cardinals ( faith he) riding. ina great deal of pomp to 
{ the Council of Conſtance, by the Fay they heard a man in the 
| hiclds; weeping ang wailing. bitterly, they rode to him, and' 
asked what he ailed? perceiving his eye intently fixed upon | 
an ugly toad,he told them:that his heart-was melted with the | 


contideration ot this mercy,that God had not -niade him fuch 
| | 
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a deformed and loathſom creature, though he were formed: 


| out of the ſame clay with. it : Hoc ejt quod amare fleo, ſaid he, 
| This is that, that makes me weep bitterly. Whereupon one 
of the Cardinals crycs out, Well {aid the Father, the un- 
| learned will riſe and take heaven, when we with all our 
| learning ſhall be thruſt into hell. That which melted the 
| heart of this poor man, ſhould melt every heart when we 
| behold the miſery to which theſe poor creatures are ſubject- 
| ed, And this will appear a mercy of no light conſideration, 
| if we but draw a compariſon betwixt our ſelves, and theſe 
' Irrational creatures, in theſe three particulars. 
! Though they and we were'made of the fame mould and 
; Clay, yet how much better hath God dealt with us, even as 
to the outward man ? the ſtructure of our bodies is much 
more excellent. God made other creatures by a word of 
command, but man by counſel ; it was not be Thou, bur let 
Us make man. We might have been made ſtoncs without 
ſence, or beaſts without reaſon, but we were made men. The 
'noble ſtructure and fymetry of our bodies invites our ſouls, 
not only to thankfulneſs, but admiration. David ſpeaking ot 
the curious frame of the body, ſaith, I am wonderfully made, 
P/2l. 139. 14. or as the vulgar reads it, painted as with a 
needle; - like ſome rich piece of needle-work curiouſly em- 
broydered with nerves and veins. Was any part of the com- 
mon Jump of clay thus faſhioned ? Galen gave Epicurws an 
hundred years time to imagine a more commodious lituation, 
configuration, or compolition of any one part of a humane 
body 3 and (as one faith) if all the Angels. in heaven had 
ſtudied to this day, they could not have caft the body of man 
into a more curious mould. | 
How: little eaſe or "reſt have they ? they live not many 
years, and thoſe they do is in bondage and miſcry, groaning 
under the effects of tin; but God bath provided better for 
| us, Even as to our outward condition in the world 3 we have 
the more reſt, becauſe they have {o little. How many re- 
trethments and comforts hath God provided torus.,ot which 
they are uncapable ? if we be weary with labour,we can take 
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our reli 3 but freſh or weary, they muſt ſtand to it, or fink 
- [under it from day to day. 

What a narrow capacity hath God given to beaſts! what 
a large capacity to man ! Alas ! they are only capable of a lit- 
tle ſenſitive pleaſure 3 as you ſhall ſee ſometimes, how they 
will frisk in a green- paſture, this is all they be capable ot, 
and this death puts an end toz but how comprehenſive are 
our ſouls in their capacities ? we are made in the image of 
God 3 we can look beyond preſent things, and are capable of 
the higheſt happineſs, and that to all eternity 3 the ſaul ofa 
beaſt is but a material form, which wholly. depending upon, 
muſt needs dye with the body 3 but our ſouls are a divine 
{park or blaſt ; and when the body dyes, it dyes not with it. 
but ſubſiſts even in its ſeparated ſtate. 


REFLECTIONS. 


is: Ow great a fin is ingratitude to God, for ſuch a com- 
Somme mon, . but choice mercy of- Creation, and proviſion 
thankful ſinner | for me in this world ? There is no creature made worſe by 
kindneſs, but man. There isa kind of gratitude which I may 
obſerve even in theſe bruit beaſts 3 they do in their way ac- 
knowledge their benefactors ; The Ox knows bis Owner, and 
the Aſs bis Maſters Crib. How ready are they to ſerve ſuch 
as feed and cheriſh them ? but Fhave been Both unthankful 
and unſerviceable to my Creator and BenefaCtor, that hath: 
| done me good all my dayes3 thoſe poor creatures that ſweat 
and groan under the loads that I lay upon them never ſinned 
againti, God, nor tranſgreſſed the Laws of their Creation as 
I have done and yet God hath dealt better with me than 
with-them. Oh that the bounty of God, and his diGinguiſh- 
| ing mercy betweeh me and the beaſts that periſh,might move 
and melt my heart into thankfulnefs ! O that I might conſi- 
der ſeriouſly -what the higher and more excellent end of my 
Creation is, and might more endeavour to anſwer andfive 
up to it ! Or elſe (O my ſoul) it will be worſe with. thee 
than with the beaſts. *Tis true, they are under bondage and | 
miſery 3 but it is but for a little time, death will end all 
their 
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their pains, and cafe them of all their heavy loads; but I 
ſhall groan to all cternity, under a heavier burden than ever 
they telt; they haveno account to give but ſo have I. What 
comfort is it that 1 have a larger capacity than a beaſt hath ?. 
that God hath endowed tne with reaſon, Which is denicd to 
me? Alas! this will but augment my mifery, and enlarge 
me to take in a greater meaſure of anguiſh. 

But how many ſteps(O my foul)mayeſt thou aſcend in the 
praiſes of thy God, when'thou conſidereſt the tnercies that 
God hath beſtowed upon thee !, not only in that he made 
thee, not a ſtone or tree without ſenſe, or an horſe, or dog] 
without reaſd6n ; but that thou art not” an infidel without 
light, or an unreggacrate perfori without grace. What ! to 
have ſenſe, and all the delights of it, which ſtones have not ; 
reaſon, with the more hi © and noblepleaſutes of it, which 
beaſts have. not the light and Khowledge of the great 
things of the Goſpel,whith the Heathens have riot 3 and ſuch 
an expedtation and hope of uncondceivable glory and felicity, 
which the unſanctified have riot. Orny foul ! how rich ! how 
bountiful hath thy God beer to thee! theſe are the overflow-! 
ings of his love to thee, who waſt trioulded out of the ſame 
lump with the beaſts,that groax 0h carth,yea with the damwed 
that how! in hell 3 well may T fay,that God hath been a gpod 
God to me. - a ae RF whe 


rl 


The "Prem. 


| ' Hen T'behold a tyred Jade put on | 

| « - With whip arid {pur til} all bis ſtrength be gone. 
See ſtreams of ſweat run down his bleeding ides, 

How little mercy's ſhewn by him that rides. 

If I more thankleſs to my! God dow t prove, 

Than ſuch a Rider's mercileſs, *twill move 

My: ſoul to'praife, for who fees this, and can 

But bleſs the Lord, that he was made a man. 
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Carrcl. 


Upon the ſeek-. 
ing of loſt 


And ſuch a fight the Rider ought to move, 
This Meditation duly to improve. 


W hat hath this creature done, that he ſhould be 
Thus beaten, wounded, and tyr*d out by me? 
He is my fellow-creature, *tis meer grace 3 

T had not been in his, he in my caſe. 
Ungrateful, ſtupid man 3 Gced might have made 
Me bear the {addle, as I fee this. Jade. 

He never {in'd, but for my ſin doth lye 
Subjcctcd unto all this miſery. 

Lord, make my heart relent 3 that I ſhould be 
To thee more uſeleſs, than my horſe to me. 

He did his utmoſt, went as long asever 

His legs could bear him : but for me Tnever 
Thus ſpent my ſtrength for God 3 but oft have bin 
Too prodigal Fae; in wayes of fin 

Fhough he*s the horſe and I the man; *twill be 
Far better with my horſe, one day than me : 
Unleſs thy grace prevent, and ſuper-add 

A new Creation unto that I had. 

Could ev*ry Rider tix a ſerious thought 

On ſuch a ſubject, and hereby he taught. 

To ſpiritualize it, and improve it thus 3 

How {weet, would tedious journeys be tous ? 
But ſuch a task, a graceleſs heart dogs out 

More than the tyred horſe, I write about. 


CHAP. I. 


When ſeeking your loſt Cattel, keep in mind 
That. ths Chriſt Jeſus ſeeks, your ſouls to finds. | 
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OBSERVATION. 


Hen CatteF-are ſtrayed away from your fields; you 
uſe all care and diligence to recover. them again, 
tracing | 
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tracing their footſteps, crying them in Market-Towns,ſend- 
ing your ſervants abroad, and inquiring . your felves of all 
that you think can give news of them. What care and pains 
men will take in ſuch caſes, was exemplihed in Saul, 1 Sam. 
9. 4,5- who with his ſervant paſſed through Mount Epbraim, 
to ſeek the Aﬀes that were ſtrayed from his father, and 
through the Land of Shaliſha, and through the Land of Sha- 
| lim, and they were not there, and through the Land of the 
Benjamites, but found them not. 


APPLICATION. 


He care and pains you take to recover your loſt cattel, 

carries a ſweet and lively repreſentation of the love of 
Foſs Chrift, in the recovery of loſt ſinners. Jeſies Chriſt 
came on purpoſe from heaven upon a like errand, to feck and 
to fave that which was loſt, Mat. 18. 11. There are ſeveral 
particulars in which this glorious deſign ef Chriſt, in ſcek- 
ing and ſaving loſt man, and the care and pains of Husband- 
men in recovering their loſt cattel,do meet and touch,though 
there be as many particulars alſo in which they differ 3 all 
which I ſhall open under the following heads. | 

We ſometimes find that cattel will break out of thoſe very 
felds where they have been bred, and where they want no-| 
thing, that is needful for them. Juſt thus, loſt man departed 
from his God, brake out of that pleaſant encloſure where he 
was abundantly previded for, both as to ſouland body 3 yet 
then he brake over the hedge of the command, and went 
aſtray, Eccleſ. 7. 29. Lo this only have I found, that God made 
man upright, but he ſought out to himſelf many inventions. He 
was not content and fatisfied with that bleſſed ſtate God had 
put him into, but would be trying new concluſions to the 
loſs and ruin, both of himſelf and his poſterity. 

Strayers are evermore ſafferers for it 3 all they get by it, 
i5 to be pinned and pounded and what did man get by de- 
parting from his God, but ruin and miſery to ſoul and body ? 
Will you have an abreviate of hisTufferings and loſſes ? (the 
full account none can give you) why, by ſtraying from his 
| E e 2 God. 
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God, he loſt the re&itude and holineſs of his nature; (like 
a true ſtraycr) he is all dirty and miry, overſpread and be- 
{meared both in ſoul and body,. with the odious filthine(s of 
{in 3 he loſt the liberty and freedom of his will to good 3 a 
precious jcwel of inc{tirrable value :; This is a real miſery in- 
curr'd by the fall, though ſome have ſo far loſt their under- 
ltandings and humility, as: not to own it; he hath loſt his 
God, his ſou), his happine(s, and his very bowels of compaſſi- 
on towards himſclt in this miſerable ſtate. 

When your cattcl arc ſirayce, yca, though it be but one of 
the Fleck or Herd; you leave all the reſt, and go after that 
which is leſt : So did Feſis Chriſt, who in the fore-cited 
place, Mat. 18. 12. compares himſelt to ſuch a Shepherd ; 
he left hcaven it ſelf, and all the bleſſed Angels there, to 
come into this world to ſeek loſt man. O the precious eſteem, 
and dear loye that Chriſt had to poor man ! How did his 
bowels yearn towards us in our lolt ſtate ! How did he piry 
us in our miſery! As if he had faid, Poor creatures, they 
have loſt themſelves, and arc become a prey to the devil, in a 
periſhing ſtate L will ſeek ater them, and fave them. The 
Son of man is come to {eek and to fave. 

You are glad when you have found your firayersz much 
more is Chrilt, when he hath tound a loit foul. O'*tis a- great 
fatisfaction to him to ſee the fruit of the travel of his foul, 
Ifa. 53. Tea, there more joy in heaven over one ſinner that re- 
penteth, than ninety nine juſt perſons tbat need no repentance, 
What demonſtrations of joy and gladneſs did the father of 
the Prodigal give, when he found his Son that was loſt, 
Luk? 15. 20. 
| When you have brought home your ſtrayers, you ſome- 
times clog them, to prevent their wandring again, and'ſtop 
up the gaps with therns; and fo doth God oftentimes by ſuch 
ſouls as are recovered and brought home to Chriſt 3 he hangs 
a clog of affliction to prevent their departure from God a- 
gain, 2 Cor, 1247+ | 

But then there are five particulars in which Chriſt ſcek- 
ing loſt ſouls, and your ſeeking loſt cattel differ. | 

Your cattel ſ@metimes tind the way home themſelyes, and 
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return to you of their own accord; but loſt man never did, 
nor can do fo ; he was his own deſiroyer, but cau never be 
his own Saviour 3 it was impoſſible tor him to have loft his 
God, but having once loſt him, can never hnd him again of 
himſelf. Alas! his heart is bent to backſliding, he hath no 
will to return. Hear how Chriſt complains, oh. 5. 40. Te 
will yt come unto me. Mans recovery begins in God, not in 
| himſelf. 

Your ſervants can hind, and bring back your loſt cattel as 
well as you 3 but ſo cannot Chriſts ſervants. Miniſters may 
diſcover. but cannot recover them 3, they daily ſee, but cannot 
ſave them 3 lament them they can,but help them they cannot; 
intreat and beg them'to return they can and do, but prevail 
with them they cannet. Meland&hon thought when he began 


young Melancihon. 

You ſeek all the cattel that are ſtrayed from you,cfpecially 
thebeſt; but Jeſs Chrift only ſeeks poor loſt man. There 
were other creatures, and ſuch as by nature were more ex- 
cellent, that loſt their God and themſelves; 1 mean, the 
Apoſtate Angels, but he came not to ſeek them : Herein his 
fingular love to-man appears- 

When you have recovered and brought home your loſt 
cattel, you may loſe them the ſecond time, and never recy- 
ver them apam 3 but ſo cannot Chrift. Man once recovered, 
is for ever Fecured by him. Al that tho baſt given 'me T have 
kept, and not one of them is loſt, but the ſon of perdition; and 
he was never fſavingly found, Joh. 17. 12. | 

Though you prize your. cattel, yet you will not venture 
your life tor the recovery of them rather let them go than 
regain them with ſuch an hazard 3 but Jeſus Chrijft not only 
ventared, - but aQnally laid down his life to recover, and 
fave loſt man: He redeemed them at the price of his own 
blood 3 he is that good Shepherd that laid down his life-for 
the Sheep« O the ſurpaſſing love of Chriſt to loſt ſouls ! 
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to preach, to perſwade all 3 but old Adam was too hard tor | 
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A RefleRion 


for one thar 
was loſt, but 
 #yis found. 


| O my Saviour ! was a preventing love, a wonderful love 


— 


REFLECTIONS®. 


Ord, I am a loſt creature, an undone foul; and herein 
lyes my miſery, that I have not only loſt my God, but 
have no heart to return to him !, Nay, I fly from Chriſt, who 
is come on purpoſe from heaven to ſeek and to ſave me; his 
Meſſengers are abroad ſecking for ſuch as I am, but I avoid 
them, or at leaſt refuſe to obey their call and perſwaſions to 
rcturn. Ah, what a miſerable ſtateam I in ! every ſtepI go 
isa ſtep towards hell ; my ſoul, with the Prodigal is ready 
to perith in a ſtrange. Countrey? but T have no mind with 
him to return home 3 wretched ſoul, what will the end of 
this be? If God have loſt thee, the Devil hath found thee 3 
he takes up all ſtrayers from God: yea, death, and hell will 
ſhortly find thee, if Chriſt do not 3 and then thy recovery 
(O my ſoul ! ) will be impoſſible. Why fit I here periſhi 
and dying ! I am not yet as irrecoverably loſt as the damne 
are. Olet me delay no longer, leſt I be loſt for ever ! 

O my ſoul! for ever bleſs and admire the love of Feſis 
Chriſt, who came from heaven to ſeek and fave, ſuch a loſt 
ſoul as I was. Lord, how marvellous, how matchleſs is thy 
love! I was loſt, and am found. 1am found, and did not 
ſeck 3 nay, I am found by him from whom I fled. Thy love, 


thou lovedſi me njuch more than 1 loved my felt; I was 
cruel to my own ſoul, but thou waſt kind 3 thou ſoughteſt for 
me, a loſt ſinner, and not for loſt Angels3 thy hand of grace 
caught hold of me, and hath let go thouſands, and ten thou- 
finds, as good as my. ſelf by nature. Like another David, 
thou did{t reſcue my poor loſt foul out of the mouth of the 
deſtroyers yea, more than ſo, thou diſt loſe thine own life | 
to find mine : And no, dear Feſws, fince I am thus maryel- 
louſly recovered, ſhall I ever liraggle again from thee ? O, 
let it for ever be a warning to me, how I turnatide into by- 
paths of ſin any more ! 
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tracking their foot-ſteps, where they turn'd aſide. 


One ſervant this way ſent, another that ; 


ſearching the fields, and countrey round about ; | 
This meditation now falls in fo pat 3 
as if God ſent it to enquire you out. 


My beaſts are loſt, and ſo am (1) I by fin; 
wretched ſoul from God thus wandring went, 


And I ſeek them, ſo was (2) I ſought by him 
who from the (3) fathers boſom forth was ſent. 


Purſu'd by Sermons, tollow*d cloſe by grace 3 
and ſtrong convidtions Chriſt hath ſought for me, 


Yea th I (4) ſhun him ſtill he gives me chaſe, 
' as if refolv*d I ſhould not damned be, 


When (5) Angels loſt themſelves it was not fo, 


asif in ſpight thereof reſolv'd to die. 


Why ſhould I ſhun thee, bleſſed Saviour, why 

. ſhould Tayoid thee thus ? thou doſt not chaſe. . 
My ſoul to (9) ſlay it 3 Othat ever 1 

| /, ſhould fly a Saviour that's fo full of grace ! 


— 
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| The Poem, 
| VV Hen catte] from your ficlds are gone aſtray, 
and you to ſeek them through the Country ride ; 
Enquiting for them all atong the way 3 [ x Sam. g. 4, 5, 


(r)Luk. 15.32, 


2)Mat.18.11. 
3)Jehn :, 18, 


(4) John $ 40. 


God did not ſeek, or onee for them enquire 3 '[Cs) Heb. 2.16, 
But ſaid, let theſe Apoſtate creatures go, 

Fle plague them for it (6) with cternal firc. s ) Jude 6. 
Lord, what am (7) I, that thou ſhould ſet thine eyes | 

and ſtill ſeek after ſuch a wretch as I ? " [ COr.1e37, 
Whoſe matchleſs mercy, and rich grace (8) deſpiſe, ') Place 
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Upon the feed- 
ing of fat 
'Cartel, 


Long haſt thou ſought me, Lord, I now return 3 
O let thy bowels of compaſſion ſound, 

For my departure, I ſincerely mourn 3 
and let this day, thy wandring ſheep be found. 


— 


CHAP. LV. 


Fat beaſts you kill, the lean you uſe to ſave 
God's diſpenſations, ſome ſuch meaning have. 


III Sn 


OBSERVATION, 


$4 is a good Obſervation of a Father, and well applicd ; 
Vituli triturantes quotidie ligattur vituli matiandi quotidie 
in paſcuis libere relinquntur. Oxen for aſe are daily yoaked 
and kept ſhort, whiltt thoſe that are deſigned for the ſham- 
bles, are let looſe in green paſtures, to feed at pleaſure. 
Store beaſts farc hard, and are kept lean and low 3 feedin 

beaſtsare excuſed from the yoak, whilſt others-are lbourtd 
and wrought hard every day ; the one hath more than he 
can cat, the other would cat more if-he had it. | 


APPLICATION. 


| preparing for the day of- wrath. Thus are they tilled yith 
earthly proſperity, and creature-enjoyments, like reliy and 
wanton bealts turned out at. liberty 1n a fat paſture, whilft 
poor Saints are kept hard and ſhort, Amos 1. 4. Hear this 
word ye kine of Baſhan, that are in the mountains of Satnadia; 
| which oppreſs the poor, and cruſh the needy. Theſe, maaphoxical 
kine are the proſperous oppreſfſors of the world, tull ted, autl/ 
wanton wicked men. *Tis true, heaven hath-not all the poor» 


—— 
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Hus deals the Lord oft-times with his own ele&,whom | 
he deligns for glory: {and with the wicked, who arc | 


not | 
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nor hell all the rich; but itsa very comm2n diſpenſation © f 
providence, to b:{tow moſt of the things of this world upon 
them that have no portion in heaven and to keep them 
ſhort on earth, for whom that kingdom is provided. Let me 
draw forth the fimilitude in a few particulars. 

The bealts of flaughter have the fatfeſt paſtures ; fo have the 
ungodly in the world 3 Their eyes ſtand out with fatneſs, they 
have more than heart could wiſh, Plal. 73.7. thcir hearts arc as 
fat as greaſe, Plal. 119. 70. Theſe be they that flect off the 
cream of earthly enjoyments, whoſe bellies are filled with bid- 
den treaſures, Plal. 17. 14, The earth is given into the hand of 
the wicked, [ob 9.24. O, what full eſtates? what an affluence 
of earthly delights hath God caſt in upon ſome wicked men ? 
chete is much wantonneſs, but no want in their dwellings ; 
Some that now know not which way to turn themſelves in 
hell, once knew not where to beftow their goodson earth, 

Feeding beafis grow wanton in their fulf pattures 3 there 
you (hall ſee them tumble and frisk ? and kick up their heels, 
The ſame <ffc& hath the proſperity of the wicked , it makes 
chem wanton 3 their life is but a diverſion from one pleaſure 
to another, Fob 21. 11,12, 13. They ſend forth their little ones 
like a flock,, and their children dance 3, they take the timbrel, and 
barp, and rejoyce at the ſonnd of the Organ 3 they ſpend their 
dayes in wealth, and in a moment go down #0 the grave. The 
fame character doth the Prophet Amos give of them, Amos 6. 
4, 56. They ftretch themſelves upon beds of Ivory drink Wine in 
bowls, &c. and no ſorrow goes to their hearts, Thele are 
they that live in pleafures upon carth, as a fiſh in the water, 
Fam. 5: 5. | 

Theſe tat paſtures do but the ſooner haſten the death of 
theſe cattle 3 the ſooner they are fatted , the fooner they are 
flaughtered 3 and the proſperity of the wicked ſerves to the 
fame end. The proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them (3.:.)) 
it ſhall bethe means and inſtrument of heating and hightening 
their luſts, and thereby fitting them for deliruQion z their 
proſperity is food and fewel to their corruptions. Many wick- 
ed men had not been fo ſoon ripe for hell, had they not 
grown inthe Sun-ſhine of PE 
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I, 
| A Refle&ion 


for a voluptu- 
| ous worldling, 


Fatted beaſts do not in the I:aſt underſtand the intent and 
meaning of the Rusbandman, in allowing them ſuch large 
and fat paſtures, which he denyes to his other cattle; and as 
little as beaſts, do wicked men underſtand the ſcope and end 
of Gods providences, ,in caſting proſperity and wealth upon 
them; little do they think their tables are a ſnare, a gin, and 
a trap for their ſoulsz they only ( like beaſts) mind what is 
before them, but do not at all underſtand the tendency and 
end of theſe their ſenſu3l delights, 

Though the Husbandman keep his fore cattel in ſhort 
commons, yet he intends to preferve them theſe ſhall re- 
main with him, when the others are driven to the ſlaughter, 

Such a dcfign of preſervation is carried on in all thoſe out- 
ward ſtraits, wants and hardſhips which the Lord expoſes 
his people to. I confeſs, ſuch diſpenſations, for preſent, are 
very ſtumbling and puzling things, even to gracious and wiſe 
perſons, To ſee wicked men, not only exempted from their 
troubl:s, but even oppreſſed with proſperity 3 to ſee a godly 
man in wants and firaits, and a wicked man have more than 
his heart can wiſh, is a caſe that poſes the wiſeſt Chriftian , 
till he conſider the defigns and ifſues of both thoſe providen- 
ces, and then he acquieſces in the wifdcm of God fo ordering 


it, Pſal. 73: 5, 14,18, 23. | 
REFLECTIONS. 


Bog my proſperity fat me up for hell, and prepare me 
for the day of ſlaughter ? little cauſe have 1 then toi 
glory in it, and lift up my heart upon theſe things. Indeed, 
God hath given, (I cannot ay bleſſed me with) a fulneſs of 
creature-enjoymentsz upon theſe my carnal heart ſeizeth 
grecdily and ſecurely, not at all ſuſpeRing a ſnare lying in 
theſe things ,” for the ruin of my foul. What are all theſe 
charming pleaſures , but ſo many rattles to quiet my ſoul , 
whilſt its damnation fieals inſenſibly upon it ? What are al] 
my bufincfles and imployments in the world, but ſo many 
diverſions from the buſineſs of life ? There are but two dit- 


ferences betwixt me, and the pooreſt flave the devil hath on 


carth 


7, be heavenly uſe of earthly things. 


219 


earth z ſuch are whipt on to he!l by outward miſcries, and 
I am coached to hell in a little more pomp and honour 3 theſe 
will have a lefs, and I 2 greater account in the day of reckon- 
ing. O that I had never known profperity! I am now 
eumbling ina green paſture, and ſhortly (hall be hanging up 
in the ſhambles in hell ; if this be the beſt fruit of my prof 
perity , it | were taken captive by crucl Canibals , and fed 
with the richeſt fare, bat withal underſtood, that the deſign 
of it were, to fat me vp like a beaſt for them to feed upon ; 
how little ſttomack thould I have to their dainties? O my 
ſoul ! it were much better for thee to have a ſandified pover- 
ty, Which is the portion of many Saints, than an enfoaring 
proſperity, ſet as a trap to ruin thee for ever, 

The wiſdom of my God hath allotted me but hort com- 
mons here, his providence feeds me, but from hand to 
month; but Iam ( and well may be } contented with my 
preſent ſtate 3 that which ſweetens it, is, that I am one of 
the Lords preferved. How much better is a morſel of bread, 
and a draught of water here, with'an expecancy of glory 
hereafter, than a fat paſture given in, and fitting for the 
wrath to come? Well, fince the caſe ftands thus, bleſſed be 
God for my preſent lot 3 though I have bur little in hand, 1 
have much in hope 3 my preſent troubles will ferve to ſweeten 
my fature joyes ? and the ſorrows of this life will give a lu- 
fire to the glory of the next ; that which is now hard to ſut- 
fer, will then be ſweet toremember 3 my ſongs then will be 
louder than my groans now. 


The POEM. 


D fo beaſts which for the (hambles are deſign'd, 
In fragrant lowry Meadows you ſhall find 3 
Where they abound with rich and plenteous fare ; 
Whilſt others graze in commons thin and bare, 
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(1)Job 21.13- 


(3) ibid. 
(4) Jam 4+5- 


(5) Pſal.73+9+ 


(8) Jam, 2. 5+ 


(9) ibid. 
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(3)Ifa.65.13, 
| 14. 


Thoſe live a ſhort and pleaſant lifez but theſe 
Protradt their lives, in dry, and ſhorter leas, 


(2) Job 21+13- 


(6) Job 11.13- 


(7) Rev. 18. 7. 


(1)Pſal. 17.1 5. 
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Thus live the wicked, (1) thas they do abound, 
With earthly glory, and with honour crown'd. 

Their lofty heads unto the ſtars aſpire, 

And radiant beams, their ſhining brows attire. 

The (2) fatteſt portion's ſerv'd upin their diſh, 

Yea (3) they have more than their own hearts can wiſh, 
Difſolv'd in (4) pleaſures, crown'd with buds of May 
They for a time, in theſe fat paftures play 3 

Frisk, dance and leap, like full fed bealtsz and even 
Turn up their (5) wanton heels againſt the heaven. 
Not underſtanding that this pleaſant life 

Serves but to fit them for'the Butchers knife. 

In fragrant Meads, they tumbling are to day, 

To morrow to the (6) ſlaughter led away. 

Their pleaſure's gone, and vaniſh'd like a bubble 

Which makes their future torments on them (7) double. 
Mean while, Gods little flock is (8) poor and lean 
Becauſe the Lord did ner'e intend, or mean 

This for their portion : and beſides doth know 

Their ſouls (9) prove beſt, where ſhorteſt graſs doth: grow. 
Cheer up poor flock although your fare be thin 

Yet here is ſomething, to take comfort in: 

You herefecurely feed, and need not fear: 

Th'infernal butcher can't approach you here. 

*Tis ſomewhat that, but O, which far tranſcends ! 
Your glorious Shepher'ds coming ; who intends 

To lead you hence, unto that fragrant hill 

Where with-green paſtures he his flocks will (1) fill, 
On which he from celeſtial calements pours 

The (weeteſt dews, and conſtant gracious (howres. 
Along whoſe banks, rivers of plcaſures ſlide 

There his bleſs'd flocks.for ever ſhall abide. 

O envy not the worldlings preſent joys 

Which co your future mercies are but toyes. 

Their paſture now is green, your's dry, and burn'd : 
Hot then the (2) Scene is chang'd, the tables ane . 
f HAP, 
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Good Husbands labour for poſterity, 
To after ages; Saints muit have an eye. 
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OBSERVATION. 


| Rovident and careful Husbandmen do not only labour to 
' & ſupply their own neceſſities while living, but to lay up 
ſomething for their poſterity when they are gone 3 they do 
not only leave to their children what their progenitors left 
them, but they deſire to leave it improved and bettered. 
None but bad husbands and ſpend-thrifts are of the mind 
with that Heathen Emperor Tiberius, who having put all into 
ſuch confufions in the Empire, that it might be thought the 
world would end with him; yet pleaſed himſelf with this 
apprehenſion, that he ſhould be out of the reach of itz and 
would often ſay, When I am dead, let heaven and earth min- 
glez ifthe world will but hold my time, let it break when I 
am gone : But provident men look beyond their own time, 
and do very much concern themſelves in the good or cvil of 
their poſterity, | 


APPLICATION. 
V Hat careful Husbands do, with reſpe& to the provi- 


fions they make for their children, that all prudent 
Chriſtians are bound to do, with reſpe& to the truths com- 


Saints. 

In the firſt ages of the world, even till the Law was given, 
faithful men were inſtead of books and records 3 they did 
by oral tradition convey the truths of God to poſterity 3 but 
ſince the ſacred truth hath been conſigned to writing,no ſu 
| tradi 


mitted to them,and by them, to be trMſmitted to ſucceeding I 


Upon the hus- 
bandmans care 


for poſterity. 


Hushandry ſpiritualized'; Or, 


Ee ner ng 


v9 


Bankrupts  *tis a word that hears ill among you : And 
| - ns a Chriſtian 


tion (except full conſentient with that written word) is to 
be received as authentick ; but the traths therein delivered 
to the Saints, are by verbsl declarations, open confeſſions, 
and conſtant ſufferings, to be preſerved and delivered from 
age toage, This was the conſtant care of the whole cloud of 
witneſſes, both agcient and moderd, who have kept the 
word of Gods patience,and would not accept their own lives, 
liberties or eſtates; no, nor the whole world in exchange , 
for that invaluable treaſure of cruth 3 they have carefully pra- 
&ifed Solomons counſel, Prov. 23. 23. Buy the truth, but ſell it 
nor; they would not alicnate that fair inheritance, for all the 
inheritances on earth. Upon the fame reaſons, that you re- 
faſe to part with, or embezel your eſtates, Chriſtians alſo re- 
fuſe to part with the truths of God. 

You will not waſte or alienate your inheritance, becauſe 
it's precious and of great value in your eyes but much more 
precious, are Gods truths to his people. Lxther profeſſed, he 
would not take the whole-world tor one leaf of his Bible. 
Though ſome profane perſons may ſay with Pilate, What is 
truth? yet know, that any one truth of the Goſpel, 1s more 
worth; than all the inheritances upon earth 3 «they are the 
great things of Gods Law, and he that ſells them for the grea- 
teſt things in this world, makes a ſoul-undoing bargain. 

You will not waſte or part with your inherifance, becauſe 
you know your poſterity will be much wronged by it. They 
that baffle or drink away an eſtate, drink the tears of their (ad 
widows, and the very blood of their impoveriſhed children, 
The people of God do alſo confider , how much the genera- 
tions to come are concern'd in the conſervation of the traths 
of God for them; it cuts them to the heart, but to think, 
that their children ſhould be brought up to worſhip dumb 
idols, and fall down before a wooden or a breaden God. The 
very birds and beaſts will expoſe their own bodies to appa- 
rent danger of death, to preſerve their young. Religion doth 
much more intender the hearts and bowels, than nature 
doth. 

You reckon it a foul diſgrace to ſell your eſtates, and be- 
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a Chriſiian accounts it the higheſt reproach in the world, to 
be a traitor to, Or an Apoſtate from the truths of God, When 
the primitive Saints were ſtrifly required to deliver up their 
Bibles, thoſe that did fo, were jufily branded and huſht out 
ol their company, under the odious title of Traditorer, or de- 
l1verere, 

You are ſo loath to part with your «ſtates, becauſe you 

know its hard recovering an eſtate again, when once you 
have loſt it. Chriſtians do alfo know, how difficult ic will be 
for the people of God in times to come, to recover the light 
of the Goſpel again, if onceit be extinguiſhed, There is no 
truth of God recovered out of -Antichriſts hands ,_ without 
great wreſtlings, and much blood. The Church may cal! 
every point of reformed do@rine and diſcipline forccovered, 
her Naptbalies 3 for with great wreſilings, ſhe hath wreltl:d 
for them. Earnefily contending for the faith, once delivered to 
them, Jude 3. 
To conclude, rather than you will part with your eſtates , 
you will chuſs to ſuffer many wants and hardſhips all your 
livesz you will fare hard, and go bare, to preſerve what you 
have far your poſterity : But the people of God have put 
themſelves upon far greater hardſhips than theſe, to preſerve 
truth; they have choſen to ſuffer reproaches, poverty, pri- 
ſons, death, and the moſt cruel torments, rather than the loſ; 
of Gods truth, All the Martyrologies will inform you, what 
| their ſufferings have been, to keep the word of Gods' pati- 
ence 3 they have boldly told their enemies, that they might 
pluck their hearts out of their bodies, but ſhould never pluck 
the truth out of their hearts. 


REFLECTIONS. 


choſen to leave it, than my life, liberty or eſtate, as a prey 


of truth, ſhould leave me. Cowardly foul, that durſi not 
make a ſtand for truth ! yea, rather bold and daring foul, 
that 


at. 


I 


Aſe unbelieving heart ! how have I flinched and ſhrunk | a Refle&ion 
from truth when it hath been in danger? 1 have rather | for cowardly 
and faint- 


to the enemy. I have left truth, and jult it is; that the God —_— T0: 
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2. 
A Refle&ion 
for ſuch as ſ(uf- 
fer for truth. 


3 . 
A Refle&ion 
for ſuch as are 


fion of truth. 


in quiet poſſeſ- 


that would(t rather venture to look a wrathful God, than an 
angry mar in the face. I would not own and preſerve the 
truth, and the God of truth will not own me, 2 Tim. 2-12. 
If we deny bims, he will deny ws. | 
Lord ! unto me haſt thou committed the precious treaſure | 
and truſt of truth; and asI received it, ſo do I defire to des | 
liver it to the generations to come, that the people which | 
are yet unborn, may praiſe the Lord, God forbid I ſhould | 
ever part with ſuch a fair inheritance, and thereby begger | 
my own, and thouſands of ſouls } Thou haſt given me thy | 
truth, and the world hates me, well know that is the ground 

of the quarrel 3 would I but throw truth over the walls, how 

ſoon would a retreat be"ſounded to all perſecutors ? But 

Lord! thy truth is invaluably precious; what a vile thing is 

my blood, compared with the leaſt of all thy truths > Thou 

haſt charged me not to ſell it, and in thy firength I reſolve 
never to lift a fine, and cut off that golden line, whereby thy 

truths are entailed upon thy people, from generation to gene- 
ration ;- My friends may go, my liberty go,my blood may go 3 
but as for thee, precious truth, thou ſhalt never go. 

How dear hath this inheritance of truth coſt ſome Chriſti- 
ans? how little hath it coft us? We are cntred into their 
laboursz we reap in peace, what they ſowed in tears 3 yea, 
in blood. O the grievous ſufferings that they choſe to en- 
dure! rather than to deprive us of ſuch an inheritance, thoſe 
noble ſouls, heated with the love of Chriſt, and care for our 
ſouls, made many bold'and brave adventures for it; and yet 
at what a low rate do we value, what coſt them ſodear ? like 
young heirs, that never knew the getting of an eſtate , we 
{pend it freely. Lord, help us thankfully and diligently to 
improve thy truths, while we are in quiet poſſeſſhon of them. 
Such intervals of peace and reſt, are uſually of no long conti- | 
guance with thy people. | 
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The Poem, - 


A Publick ſpirit ſcorns to plant no root 

But ſuch from which himſelf may gather fruit. 
For thus he reaſons, if I reap the gains - 

Of my Laborious dentin pains 
How <qual is it,that poſterity | 
Should reap the fruits of preſent induſtry ? - 
Shogld every age but ſerve its turn, and take 

No thought for future times ? it ſoon would make 
A Bankrupt world, and ſoentail a curſe - 
From age to age, as it grows worſe and worſe. 


Our Chriſtian predeceſſors careful thus | 
Have been (1) to leave an heritage tous, 

Chrifts precious truths (2) conſerved in their blood, (1) Rev.3.10, 
For no lefs price thoſe truths our fathers Rood. (:)Rev.12.11- 
They have tranſmitted, would not (3) alienate 

From us their children ſych a fair cate. (3)Heb.11.37- 


We cat what they did fer, and ſhall truth fail 
In our dayes? (hall wecut off th'entail ? 
Or end the line of honour ? nay, what's worſe 
Give future ages cauſe to hate, and curſe 
Our memories ? like Ngboth, may this age 1 King: 21:2, 
Part with their blood, ſooner than heritage. 
Let pity move us, let us think upon 
Our (4) childrens fouls; when we are dead, and gone: 
Shall _—__ ſouls, in darkneſs 820Pe, when we (4)PC 102.18, 
Put out the light, by which they elſe might ſee 
The way toglory ? yea, what's worſe ? (hall it 
Be ſaid in awd _ oo commit 
A precious treaſure, is blood 3 
To us, for ours; and for our Childrens good ? (1) Jan's. 
But we like cowards, falſe, perfidious men 
For carnal caſe, loſt it, our ſelves, and them. 
O let us leave to after ages more, 
Than we receiv'd from all that went before. 
That thoſe to come may bleſs the Lord, and keep 
Our names alive, when we in duſt ſhall ſleep. 
Gg CHAP. 
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Deeds for your Lands you prove,and keep with care 
0 that for heaven you but as careful were. 


— — _  — _ 


OBSERVATION. 


V V E generally find, men are not more careful in trying 

gold, or in keeping it, than they are in examining 
their Deeds, and preſerving them 3 thele are virtually their 
whole eſtate, and therefore it concerns them to be careful of 
chem 7 If they ſuſpe&t a flaw in their Leaſe or Deed , they 
repair to the ableft Counſell, ſubmit it to his judgment, make 
the worſt of their cauſe, and query about all the ſuppoſeable 
dangers with him 3, ifhe tell them their caſe is ſuſpicious and 
hazardous, how much are they perplexed and troubled ? they 
can neither eat, drink, or ſleep in peace, till they have a good 
ſettlement z and willing they are to be at much coſt and pains 
to obtain it, 


APPLICATION. 


Heſe cares and fears, with which you are perplexed in 
ſuch caſes , .may give you a little glimpſe of thoſe trou- 
bles of ſoul, with which the people of God are perplexed 
about their eternal condition, . which perhaps you have been 
hitherto unacquainted with, and therefore lighted them, as 
phanſics and whimſfies. Ifay, your own fears and troubles, a] 
ever you were ingaged by a cunning and powertul adverſary} 
ina Law-ſuit fer your eſtate, may give you a little glimpſe 
of ſpiritual troubles; and indeed it 15 no more but a glimpſe 
of it: For, as the loſs of an earthly ( though fair J) inheri- 
tance is but a trifle to the loſs of God, and the ſoul to eters 
nity z ſo you cannot but imagine, that the cares, fears, and 


ſolicitudes 


lm 


ah 
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ſolicitudes of fouls about theſe things, are much, very much 
beyond yours. Let us compare the cafes, and fee how they 
anſwer to each other, 

You have evidences for your eftates, and by them you hold 
what you have in the world. They alfo have evidences for 
cheir eſtate in Chriſt, and glory to come; they hold all 3+ 
capite, by vertue of their intermarriage with ]cſus Chriſt ; 
they come to be enſiated in that glorious inheritance , con» 
tained in the Covenant of grace, You have their tenure in 
that Scripture, x Cor. 3+. 22, 23+ All is yours, for ye are. 
Chrilts,and Chriſt is Gods. Faith unites them to him 3 and 
after they believe, they are ſealed by the Spirit of promiſe , 
Eph. 1. 13. They can lay claim to no promiſe upon any other 
ground z this is their title to all that they own as theirs. 

It often falls out, that after the ſealing and executing of 
your Deeds or Leaſes, an adverſary finds fome dubious clauſe 
in them, and thereupon commences a Suit of Law with you. 
Thus it frequently falls out with the people of God, who 
atter their believing and ſealing time, have doubts and ſcru- 
ples raiſed in them about their title. Nothing is more com- 
mon , than for the devil and their own unbeliet to (tart con- 
troverſies, and raiſe - ſtrong obj.Ctions againſt their intereſt 


in Chriſt, and the Covenant of promiſes. Theſe are cunning | 
and potent adverſarics, and do miintain long debates with] 
the gracious ſoul, and reaſon ſo cunningly and ſophiſtically'|, 


with it, that it can by no means cxtricace and fſatisfic it ſelf ; 
alwayesalledging, that their title is worth nothing , which 
they poor ſouls are but to apt too ſulſpe. 

All the while that a Suit in Law is depending about your 


title, you have but little comfort or benefit from your eſtate 3 


you cannot look upon it as your own, nor lay out moneys in 
building or dreſling, for fear you ſhould loſe all at laft. Juli 
thus ſtands the caſe with doubting Chriſtians, they have licele 
comfort from the moſt comfortable promiſes, little benetic 
from the ſweeteſt duties and Ordinances; they put oft their 


own comforts, and ſay, If we were ſure, that all this were |' 


ours, we could then rejoyce in them: But alas! our title 1s 
dubious, Chrift is a precions Chriſt, the promiſes arc com: 
© IF -* "II fortablc 
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| fortable things, but what if they be none of ours? Ah! how 


little doth the doubting Chriſtian make of his large and rich 
inhcritance ? 

| You dare not truſt your own judgments in fuch caſes, but 
tate your caſe to ſuch as arc learned in the Laws 3- and are 
| willing to get the ableft counſel you can to adviſe you ; So 
are poor doubting Chriſtians, they carry their Caſes from 
Chriſtian to Chrittian, and frcm Miniſter to Miniſter, with 
ſuch requeſis as theſe ; Pray tell me, what do you think of 
my condition ? deal plainly and faithfully with me ; theſe 
be my grounds. of doubting, and theſe my grounds of hope. 
O hide nothing from me! And it they all that their 
caſe is good , yes they cannot be ſatisfied till fay fo too, 
and confirm the word of his ſervants and therefore « 

| carry the caſe often before him, in ſuch words as thoſe, Pſa. 
139-23, 24+ Search me, O God, and know my bears try me, and 
know my thoughts, and ſee if there be any way of wickedneſs in 


me. 

| You have little quiet in your ſpirits, till the Caſe be re- 
ſolved, your meat and drink doth you little good 3 you can- 
not ſleep in the night, becauſe theſe troubled thoughts are 
ever returning upon you : What if I ſhould be turn'd out 
of all at laft ? So it is with gracious ſouls, their eyes are held 
waking io the night, by reaſon of the troubles of their heaxes, 
-Pſal. 77+ 4+ Such fears as theſe are frequently returning upon 
their hearts, What if I fhould be found a feclt-deeciver at 
laſt> What ifI do but hug a phantaſm inſtead of Chriſt? 
how can this, or that, confift with grace? Their meat and 
drink doth them little good 3 their bodies arc often-macerated, 
by the troubles.of their ſouls. | 

You will not make the beſt of your condition, when you 
fate your calc to a faithful Councellor ; neither will they , 
but oft-times (poor penfive fouls ) they make it much worſe 
than indeed it is 3 charge themſelves with that which God 
never charged them with, though this be neither their wiſe 
dom, nor their duty 3 but the fears of miſcarrying make them 


Tuſpe@ fraud, in all they do or have. 


Laſtly, when your title is cleared, your hearts are caſed 


yea," 


Es 


———————_—. 
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yea, not only caſed, but overjoyed 3 though not in that de» | 
gree, nor with. the fame kind of joy, that the hearts of 


their ſouls. O welcome the ſweet moraing light, after a te- 
dious night of darkneſs ;. now they can cat their bread with 
comfort, and drink their wine (yea if it be but water ) with a 


merry heart, Eccleſ, g. 7: 


Chriſtians are overflowed , when the Lord fpeaks peace to | 


REFLECTIONS. 
O have met with troubles and clamours about my eſtate ! 
but as for ſpiritual troubles, and thoſe ſoul-perplexing, caſes 
that chriflians ſpeak of, 1 underfiand but little of them. r 
never called my everlaſting tate in queſtion, nor 'brake an } 
hours ſleep; upon any fuch account. Ah, my ſupine and 
careleſs ſoul !. little haſt thou m__—_ how matters ftand,'in 
reference to eternity! I have firongly conceited, but never 
throughly examined, the validity of my titk to Chiiſt and 
his promiſes 3 nor am Table to tell, if my own conſcience | 
ſhould demand, whereupon my claim is grounded ? | 


matters ſtand betwixt God and thee ? art thou afraid to Took | 
into thy condition ? leaſt by finding thine bypoerifie , thou 
ſhouldeſi loſe thy peace or rather thy ſecurity. To what 
puxpoſe will it be to ſhut thine eyes againſt the light of con- 
viction, unleſs thou couldſi alſo find out a way to prevent 
thy condemnation? Thou. ſeeft other fouls, how. atcentively f. 
they wait under the word, for-any thirig that may ſpeak' ro 
their conditions. Doubtleſs thou haft heard, how frequently 
and fcriouſly they have ſtated their conditions, and opened 
their caſes to the Miniſters of Chriſt. But thou, O my foul ! 
haſt no ſuch caſes to put, no doubts to be reſolved 3 thou wile 
leave all to the decifion of the great day, and not trouble thy 
 ſelfabout it gow... Well, God will decide it, but litsle tothy 


comfort. 
I have heard how ſome have been perplexed by litigions 


_— 


O my ſoul! why art thou fo unwilling to examine hbw: by 


adverſaries, but I believe none have been fo toſſed with 
” fears, 


I 


How hath my ſpirit been toſſed and hurried, when I ; he careleſs 


ſouls refle&ion |. 
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fears, and diſtracted with doubts, as I have been about the | 
ſtate of my foul, Lord, what (ſha!l I do? I have often car- 
ried my doubts and ſcruples to thine Ordinances, waiting 
for (atisfaGion to be ſpoken there. I have carricd them to 
thoſe I have judged skilfull and faichful, begging their reſolu- 
tion and help, but nothing will lick. Still my fears are daily 
renewed, O my God do thou decide my caſc ! tell me how 
the (tate ſtands betwixt thee and mez my dayes conſume in 
trouble, I can neither do, or enjoy any good, whilſt things 
are thus with me 3 all my carthly enjoyments are dry and 
uncomfortable thingsz yea, which is much worſe, all my 
duties and thine Ordinances prove fo too, by reaſon of the 
troubles of my heart! Iam no ornament to my profeſſion, 

nay, I am a diſcouragement and fiumbling-block to others ! 
I will hearken and hear what God the Lord will ſpeak, O 
that it might be peace ! if chou do not ſpeak it none can, 
and when thou doeſt, keep thy ſervant from returning again 
co folly, left I make freſh work for an accuſing conſcience, and 
give new matter to the adverſary of my foul ! 

But thou, (my ſoul) enjoyeſt a double mercy from thy 

bountiful God, who hath not only given thee a ſound title, 
but alſo the clear evidence and knowledge thereof. Iam ga- 

thering, and daily feeding upon the full ripe fruits of afſu- 
rance, which grow upon the top boughs of faith, whilſt ma- 

ny_of my. poor brethren drink their own tears,%and have their 
teeth broken with gravel ſtones. Lord, thou haſt ſet my 
ſoul upon her.high places, but let me not exalt my ſelf , be- 
cauſe thou haſt exalted me z nor grow wanton becauſe I walk 
at liberty, leſt for the abuſe of ſuch precious liberty, thou clap 
my old chains upon me, and ſhut up my foul again in priſon, 


_— — 


The Poem, 


MEt* can't be quier till they be aſſur'd 
That their eſtate is good, and well ſecur'd, 


To able Counſel they their Deed ſubmit 
Intreating them with carc t'examine it 
Fearing 


- 
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Fearing ſome clauſe an enemy may wreli, 
Or find a flaw 3 whereby he may develt 
Them, and their children. O who can but!lee 


a —-- 


How wiſe men in their generation be! _ 
But do they (1) equal cares and fears expreſs 
About their everlaſting happineſs? 
In ſpiritual things *twould grieve ones heart to lee 
What/2 )carelefs fools; theſe careful men can be. - 
They act like men of common ſenſe bereaven, 
Secure their Lands 3 and they*] truit God for heaven, 
How many caſes have you to ſubmit, 


| To Lawyers judgments I! (4) Mioiſſers may fit 


From week to w;ek, and yet not ſee the face 
Of one that brings foul concerning Cafe. 
Yea, which is worſe z how ſeldom do you cry 
To God for counſel? (4) or beg him to try 
Your hearts; ; aud ſtricght inquihtien.ma 

Into your tate, Viſtover four wil _ * 


O ſtupid ſouls! clouded with ignorance, 

Is Chriſt, and heaven no (5) fair inheritance 
Compar'd with yours? oris (6) eternit 

A ſhorter term than yours? that you ſhould ply 
The one focloſe, and totally neglet 

The other 3 as not worth your leaſt reſpeQ, 
Perhaps the Dcvil whoſe plot from you's conceal'd, 
Perfwades your title's good 3 and firmly ſeal'd 
By G ;'s own Spirit , though you never found 
One a& of ſaving grace (7) to lay a ground 

For that per[wafion. Soul he hath thee faſt, 
Though he'l not let thee know it till the laſt, 


Lord waken ſinners, make them underſtand 
'Twixt thee, and them ; how rawly matters ſtand, 
| Give them no quiet reſt, until th:+y ice 

Their ſouls ſecur'd, better than Lands can be, 


Luke 16.8. 
(1)AQﬀ.18.17, 


(2)Ia, 3.9. 


10,11. 


(3)Hoſ. 11. 2. 


(4) Pſal. 139. 
IJ. 


(s )phil. 3.8,9. 
(6)2Cor.4.18. 


(7)Eph.1.13. 
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MEDIT. I. 
Upon the finging of a Nightingale. 


ANMH O that hears fuch varioas, raviſhing, and ex- 
'# quilite melody, wonld imagine che bird that 
K makes it , to be of ſo ſmall and contemptible a 
body, and feather? her charming voice ingaged 
not only mine attentive car, but my fect allo, to make a 
nearer approach to that ſhady buſh , in which that excellent 
Mauſicianfate vailed ; and the nearer I came, the ſweeter the 
melody fill ſeemed to be, but when I had deſcribed the bird 
her ſelf, and found her to be little bigger, and no better fea- 
ther'd than aſparcow , it gave my thoughts the occafion of 
this following application. 
This ir ap me the lively emblem of the formal hy- 
pocrite, (1) Ia that ſhe is more in found than — 
a 


Occaſional Meditations, 


a loud and excellent voice, but a little deſpicable boly ; and | 
it recal'd to my thoughts the ſtory of Platarch, who hearin 

a Nightingale, deſired to have one killed to feed upon , not 
queſtioning but the would pleaſe the pallat as well as the 
ear; but whenthe Nightingale was brought him, and he ſaw 
what a poor little creature it was, truly faid he, thou art vox 
& preterea nibil, a meer voice and nothing elſe ; So is the hy- 
pocritez did a man hear him ſometimes in more publick du- 
ties and diſcourſes, O thinks he, what an excellent man is 
this ! what a choice and rare ſpirit is he of? but follow him 
home , obſerve him in his private converſation and retire- 
ments, and then you will judg Plxtarchs note as applicable 
to him as the Nightingale. (2) This Bird is obſerved to 
charm moli ſweetly , and ſet her {pirits all on work, when 
ſhe perceives ſhe hath ingaged attentions fo doth the hypo- 
crite, who lives and feeds upon the applauſe and commen- 
dation of his admirers, and cares little for any of thoſe duties 
which bring in no returns of praiſe from men he is little 
pleaſed with a filent melody and private pleaſure betwixt 
God and his own ſoul. | 


Scire tunm nibil eft nifi te ſcire hoc ſciat alter; 
Alas ! his knowledge is not worth a pin, 
It he proclaim not what he hath within. 


He is more for the Theatre than the Cloſet, and of ſuch 
Chriſtfaith, Verily they have their reward. (3) Nataraliſts 
obſerve the Nightingale to be an ambitious Bird, that can- 
not endure to be out-vied by any, ſhe will rather chuſe to die 
than be excell'd 3 a notable inſtance whereof we have in the 
following pleaſant Poem, tranſlated out of Sxrada; concern- 
ing the Nightingale and a Lutaniſt, 


Now the declining Sun did downward bend 
From higher heavens, and from his locks did ſend 
A milder flame, when neer to Tibers flow 

A Lutanift allayed his careful wo, | 


Hh 
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? 


With ſounding charms, and in a greeny ſeat 

Of ſhady Oak, took ſhelter from the heat 

A Nightingale o'rcheard him that did uſe 

To ſojourn in the neighbour Groves, the muſe 
That fiill'd the place, the Syrene of the wood 
(Poor harmlcſs Syrene )fiealing near ſhe ftood 
Cloſe lurking in the leaves attentively 
Recording that unwonted melody, 

She con'd it to her {c]1f, and every firain 

His fingers play'd, her throat return'd again, 
The Lataniſt perceiv'd an anſwer fent 

From th'imitating Bird, and was content 

To ſhew her. play, more fully, then in haſie, 

He tryes his Lute and giving her a taſt 

Of the enſuing quarre], nimbly beats 

On all his ſtrings, as nimbly ſhe repeats 

And wildly ranging o'rce a thouſand keys 
Sounds a ſhrill warning of her after layes 3 

With rowling hand the Lutanift then plyes 

The trembling threeds ſometimes in ſcornful wiſe 
He bruſhes down the firings and ſtrikes them all 
With one even ſtroke, then takes them ſeveral 
And culls them o*re again, his ſparkling joynts 
With bufie deſcant mincing on the potats 

Reach back again with nimble touch, then ſiayes. 
The Bird replies, and art with art repays. 
Sometimes as one unexpert, and in doubt 

How ſhe might weild her voice, ſhe draweth out 
Her tone at large, and.doth at firſt prepare 

A (olemn firain nor wear'd with winding air, 
But with an equal pitch, and conſtant throat 
Makes clear the paſſage'for her gliding note 
Then croſs diviſion diverſly ſhe playes 

And loudly chanting out hcr quickeſt layes 


© Poyſes the ſound, and with a quivering voice 


Falls back again : he wondring how fo choice 
So various harmony could ifſue out 
From ſuch a little throat, doth go about 


—_— __un. 


————.. tt. —_— 


Some 


—_— — 
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Some harder Leſſons, and with wondrous art 
Changipg the lirings doth up the treble dart 

And downward-ſmite the Baſe, with painful ſtroke 
He beats3 and as the Trumpet doth provoke 
Sluggards to fight, even fo his wanton $Kill 
With mingled diſcord joyns the hoarſe and ſhrill, 
The Bird this alſo tunes, and whilſt ſhe cuts 
Sharp notes with melting voice, and mingled puts 
Meaſures of middle ſound, then ſuddenly 

She thunders deep and jugs it inwardly 

With gentle murmur, clear and dull ſhe fings 
By courſe, as when the martial warning rings 3 
Beliey*t the Minſtrel bluſht, with angry mood 
Inflam'd(quoth he)thou Chantreſs of the wocd 
Either from thee Vle bear the price away 

Or vanquitht, break my Lute without delay. 
Unimitable accents then he firains 
His hand flyes on the ſtrings, in one hechains 
Far different numbers, chafing here and there 
And all the firings he labours every where 3 

Both flat and ſharp he ſtrikes, and ftately grows 
To prouder ſirains, and backward as he goes 
Doubly divides, and cloſing up his layes 
Like a full Quire, a ſhivering conſort playes 3 


Then pauſing fiood in expeRation ; | 
Of his corrival, nor durſt anſwer on. | 


But (he, when practiſe long her throat had whet 
Enduring not to yield, at once doth ſet 

Her Spirits all to work, and allin vain; 

For whilſt ſhe labours to expreſs again 

With Natures ſimple voice fuch divers keys 

With ſlender pipes ſuch lofty notes as theſe 

O're matcht with high deſigns, o're matcht with wo, 
Juſt at the lafi encounter of her foe 

She faints, ſhe dyes, falls on his inſtrument 

That conquer'd her, a fitting monument. 

So tar even little ſouls are driven on 


Struck with a yertuous emulation. 
Hh 2 And 


—_C __— —S _— 
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And even as far are hypocrites driven on by their ambition | 
and pride, which is the ſpur that provokes them in their reli-{ 
gious duties, | 


DE —— 


MEDIT. Il. 


Upon the ſight of many ſmall Birds chirping about 
| a dead Hawk. 


Earinga whole quire of Birds chirping and twinking 

together , it ingaged my curioſity a little to enquire 
into the occaſion of that convocation, which mine eye 
quickly inform'd me of; for I perceived a dead Hawk in the 
buſh, about which they made ſuch a noiſe, ſeeming to tri- 
umph at the death of their enemy; and I could not blame 
them to ſing his knell, who like a Cannibal was wont to feed 
upon their living bodies 3 tearing them limb from limb, and 
ſcaring them with his frightful appearance. This Bird which 
living, was fo formidable, being dead the pooreſt Wren or 
Titmouſe fears not to chirp or hop over. This brings to my 
thoughts the baſe and ignoble ends of the greateſt Tyrants 
and greedy ingroffers of the world, of whom (whilſt living ) 
men were more afraid than birds of a Hawk, but dead be- 
came objeas of contempt and ſcorn. The death of ſuch Ty- 
rants is both inglorious and unlamented 3 Ihen the wicked pe- 
riſh,there is ſhouting, Prov, 11. 10, Which was exemplificd to 
the life at the death of Nero, of whom the Poet thus lings, 


Cum mors erudelem rapiſſet ſeva Neronem 
Credibile eſt multos Romam agitaſſe jocos. 
When cruel Nerody'd th? Hiftorian tells, 
How Rome did mourn with Bonefires, plays and bells. 


Remarkable for contempt and ſhame have the ends of ma- 
ny bloudy Tyrants been ;{o Pompey the great, of whom Clam. 


| dzan the Poet ings, 


Nudys. 
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Nudns paſcit aves jacet en qui pſſidet orbem 
Exigue telluris inops ————— 

Birds cat his fleſh, lo now he cannot have 

Who rul d the world, a ſpace to make a grave. 


The like is fioried of Alexander the great, who lay un- 
buried thirty dayes, and William the Conquerer, with many 
| other ſuch Birds of prey 3 whiltt a beneficial and holy life is 
wn %g cloſe4 up in an honourable and much lamented 

cath. 

For mine own part, I wiſh I may foorder my converſation 
in the world, that I mayſlive when I am dead in the aftcRions 
of the beft, and leave an honourable refiimony in the conſci- 
ences of the worſt; that I may oppreſs none,do good to all,and 
ſay when Idye, as good Ambroſe did, Iam neither aſhamed 
tolive ,nor afraid to dyc, 


MEDIT. -Il. 


Upon the ſight of a Blackbird taking ſanFuary in a 
© buſh from apurſuing Hawk. 


—_— 


make good that ſweet promiſe to my experience, Th. that 
, 


V \ Ys I ſaw how hardly the poor Bird was put to it to 
fave herſelf from her enemy, who hover'd juſt over 


the buſh in which ſhe was fluttering and ſquecking, I could 
not but haſten to relieve her, ( pity and ſuccour being a due 
debt to the diſtreſſed )which when 1 had done, the bird would 
not depart from the buſh, though her enemy were gone 3 this 
& of kindneſs was abundantly repaid by this M:ditation, 
with which I returned to my walk. My foul, !ike this Bird, 
was once diſtrefſed, purſued, yea, ſeized by Satan, who had 
certainly madea prey of it, had not Jeſus Chrilt been a ſanQu- 
ary to it in that hour of danger. How ready did Ij hind 
him to receive my poor ſoul into his protection ? then did he 


COme 


——_—— 


— — 
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come unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. It call'd to mind 
that pretty and pertinent ſtory of the Philoſopher , who 
walking in the fields a Bird purſued by a Hawk, flew into 
his boſom; he took her out, and faid, Poor bird, 1 will nei- 
ther wrong thee, nor expoſe thee to thine enemy, ſince thou cameſt 
unto me for refuge. So tender, and more than fo, is the Lord 
Jeſus to diftret{ed ſouls, that come unto him. Bleſſed Jefus ! 
how ſhould I love and praiſe thee ? glorifie and admire thee, 
for that great ſalvation thou haſt wrought for me. If this 
Bird had faln into the claws of her enemy, ſhe had been 
torn to pieces indeed, and devourcd, but then.a few minutes 
had diſpatcht her, and ended all her pain and miſery z but had 
my ſoul fallen into the hand of Satan, there had been no end 
of its miſery. 

Would not this ſcared Bird be fluſht out of the Buſh that 
ſecured her, though I had chaſed away her enemy ? and wilt 
thou (my ſoul) ever be enticed or ſcared from Chriſt thy re- 
fuge? Olet this for ever ingage thee to keep cloſe ro Chriſt , 
and make me ſay with Ezra; and now, O Lord! fince thou 
haſt given me ſuch a deliverance as this, ſhould I again break 
thy commandments? 


__— 


MEDIT. Iv. 


Upon the ſight of divers Lennets intermingling with 
a flock of Sparrows. 


Ethinks theſe Birds do ficly reſemble the gaudy Gal- 

lant, and the plain peaſants} how ſpruce and richly 
adorned with ſhining and various coloured feathers, ( like 
ſcarlet, richly laid with gold and filver lace) are thoſe ? how 
plainly clad, in a home-ſpun countrey ruſlet are theſe? 
Fine feathers ( ſaith our proverb ) make proud Birds; and 
yet the feathers of the Sparrow, are as uſeful and beneficial, 
{ both for warmth and flighr, though not ſo gay and ornamen=» 
talas the othersz and if both were fiript out of their _ 
tners 


| 
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thers, the Sparrow would prove the better Bird of the two; 
by which I ſee, that the greateſt worth doth not alwayes lye 
under the fineſt cloaths. And befides, God can make mean 
and homely garments as uſctul and beneficial topoor deſpiſed 
Cariſtians , as the ruffling and hining garments of wanton 
Gallants are to them, and when God (hall firip men out of 
all external excellencies, thefe will be found to excel their 
glittering neighbours, in true worth and excellency, 

Little would a man think ſuch rich treaſures of grace, wiſ- 
dom, humility, & c, lay under ſome rufſet coats 


Sepe [nb attrits latitat ſapientia weſte. 
Under poor garments more true worth may be, 
Than under filks that whiſtle, who but he? 


Whilſt on the other fide, the heart of the wicked (as Solos» 
mon hath obſerved) is lictle worth, how much foever his 
cloaths be worth. Alas! it falls out two frequently among 
us, aSitdoth with men in the Indies, who walk over the rich 
veins of gold and filver Oar, which lyes hid under a ragged 
and barren ſurface, and know it not. For my own part, I de- 
fire not to value any man by what is extrinſecal and worldly, 
but by that true internal excellency of grace, which makes 
the face toſhinein the eyes of God and good men: I would 
contemn a vile perſon, though never ſo glorious in the eye 
of the world 3 but honour ſuch as fear the Lord, how ſordid 
and deſpicable foever to appearance, 


MEDIT. V. | 
Upon the fight of a Robbin-red-breaſt picking up a 


worn fron a mole-hill then raiſing. 


So the Mole working indultriouſly beneath, and 
the Bird watching ſo intently above ; I made a ſtand to 


obſerve the iſſue. Whea in a little time the bird deſcends and 
(e1zes 


———— 


— 
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(cizes upon a worm, which I perceived was crawling — 
from the enemy below that hunted her, but fell to the (hare 
of another which from above waited for her, My thoughts 
preſently ſuggeſtcd theſe Meditations from that occafion 3 
me thought this poor worm ſeem'd to be the Emblem of my 
poor ſoul, which is more endangered by its own luſts of pride 
and covetouſneſs, than this worm was by the Mole and 
Bird; my pride, like the aſpiring Bird watches for it above ; 
my covetoulſneſs , like this ſubterranean Mole, digging for it 
beneath. Poor foul! whata fad Dilemma art thou brought 
to? If thou godown into the caverns of the earth, there 


| thou art a prey to thy covetouſneſs that hunts thee; and if 


thou aſpire , or but creep upward, there thy pride waits to 
enſnare thee. Diſtreſſed ſoul 1 whither wilt thou go? aſcend 
thou mayelt, not by a vain elation, but by a heavenly conver- 
ation, beſide which, there is no way for thy preſervation 
the way of life is above to the wiſe, &c. 

Again, I could not but obſerve the accidental benefit this 
poor harmleſs Bird obtained by the labour of the Mole, who 
hunting intentionally for her ſelf, unburroughed and ferrited 
out this worm for the Bird, who poſhbly was hungry enough, 
and conld not have been relieved for this} time, but by the 
Mole, the fruit of whoſe labours ſhe now fed upon, Even 
thus the Lord oft-times makes good his word to his people : 
The wealth of the wicked is laid np for the juſt. And again, The 
earth ſhall belp the woman. This was tully exemplified in 
David, to whom Nabal that churliſh muck-worm ſpeaks all 


I know not whom and yet David reaps the fruit of all the 
pains and toyl of Nabal at laſt. Let it never incourage me to 
idleneſs, that God ſometimes gives his people the fruit of 0- 
thers ſweat 3 but if providence reduce me to neceſlity, and 
diſable me from helping my felt, I doubt not then but ig will 
provide inſtruments to do it» The Bird was an hungry and 
could not dig. 


MEDIT, 


— 


in poſſeſlives. ShallI take my bread &c. and give it to one | 
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EDIT. Wh 


Upon the ſhooting of two Finches fighting in the Air. 


He ſoon hath death endeed the quarrel betwixt theſe 
two little Combatants } had they agreed better , they 
might have lived longer 3 *twas their own contention, that 
gave both the opportunity and provocation of their death ; 
and though living they could nor, yet being dead they can 
lye quietly together in my hand. 

Fooliſh birds, was it not enough that birds of prey 


another? Thus havel ſeen the birds of Paradiſe ( Saints I 
mean ) tearing and wounding each other, like ſo many birds 
of prey, and by their unchrittian conteſts giving the occaſion 
of their common ruine 3 yea, and that not only when at 1i- 
berty, as theſe were, but when incaged alſo and yet, as on: 
well obſerves, it ever Chriſtians will agree, 'twill either be 
in a priſon, or in heaven; for in a priſon their quarrelſome 
luſislye low, and in heaven they ſhall be utterly done away. 

But O! what pity is ir, that thoſe who (hall agree fo per- 
fekly in heaven, ſhould bite and devour each other upon 
earth? that it ſhould be (aid of chem, as one ingeniouſly ob- 
ſerved , who ſaw their carcaſes lye together, as if they had 
lovingly embraced each other, who fell together by a Dae, 
DRuants amicitia ſe invicem ampheluntur > qui mutua & impla- 
cabili inimicitia perterunt ? 

Imbracing one another, now they lye 
Who by each others bloudy hands did dye. 

Or as he ſaid, who obſerved how quietly and peaceably 
the duſt and bones, even of enemies did lie together in the 
grave 3 Non taxta vivi pace conjundi efſetir z you did not live 
together fo peaceably. It conſcience of Chriſt; command will 
not, yet the conſideration of common ſafety ſhould powertul- 
ly perſwade to unity and amity, 


I i MEDIT. 


| watched to devour them, but they muſt peck and ſcratch one | 


_ EEE I 


Occaſional Meditations, 


MEDIT. vVIL 
Upon the ſinging of a blind Finch by night, 


Dear friend, who was a great obſerver of the works of 
| God in natur&, told me, That being entertain'd with 
a ſight of many rarities at a friends houſe in Loydoxuz among 
other things, his friend ſhewed him a Finch , whoſe eyes 
being put out, would frequently ſing, even at midnight, This 
Bird in my opinion, is the lively Emblem of ſuch careleſs and 
unconcerned perſons, as the Prophet delcribes, Amos 6. 4.,5,6. 
who chant to-the viol, when a diſmal night of trouble and 
affliction hath overſhadowed the Church. You would have 
thought it firange to have heard this Bird ſing in thenight , 
when all others are in a deep filencez except the Owl, an 
unclean Bird, and th: Nightingal which before we made 
the Emblem of the Hypocrite. And as ſtrangeit is, that an 

except the profane and hypocritical , ſhould fo unſeaſonably 
expreſs their mixth and jollityz that any of Sons chil- 
dren ſhould live in pleeſure, whileſt he her felf lyes in tears. 
The people of God in Pſcl. 137, tell us, in what poſtures 
of ſorrow they late even like birds, with their heads under 
their wings, during the night of their Captivity, Fw 
ſhall we ſing the Lords ſong in a ſtrange land? *Tis like enough, 
ſuch as can ſing and chaunt in the night of the Churches 
trouble, have well feathered their nefts in the dayes of her 
proſperity ; however let them know , that God will turn 
their unſeaſonable mirth into a ſadder note and thoſe that 
now fit fad and ſilent , ſhall ſhortly fing for joy of heart, 


when the winter is paſt, therain over and gone, the flowers 
appear again upon the carth, and the time of the ſinging of 
Birds 15 come. 
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MEDIT. vIII 
Opon the comparing of two Birds neſts. 


'*T Is pretty to obſerve the ſiruture and commodiouſne(s 

of the habitations of theſe little architects, who though 
they a&t not by reaſon and counſel, but only by natural 1n- 
ſtin&, yet reaſon it ſelf could hardly have contrived a neater 
building of ſuch fimple materials, How neatly hath the 
Thruſh ceiled or plaiſtered his neft, with admirable art and 
- induſtry ? how warmly hath the Finch matted his? and 
both well fenced againſt the injury of the weather. 

How comfortably hath nature provided convenient habi- 
tations, for theſe weak and tender young ones , who have 
warm lodging, and varietie ot provifions hourly brought 
them, without their care or pains? This trifling objea ſug- 
| geſts to my thoughts, a more excellent and ſerious contem- - 
plation, even the wonderful and unparalle'd abaſement of 
Feſus Chriſt, who tor my fake voluntarily ſubmitted himſelf 
co a more deſtitute and neglected fate, than theſe Birds of the 
Airz for Mat. 8.20. he (aith, The foxes have boles, and the 
birds of the air have neſts ; bat the Son of {man hath not where to 
lay his bead. H::nſ, 17 (0% 


Vulpibus in ſaltn rupes exciſa latebras 
Prebet, © aereis avibus dat ſilva quietem : 
Aſt hominis Nato nullis ſuccedere teftis 

Eft licitum 
The craggy rock td foxes holes affords, 

The plealant woods, a reſting place to birds, 
For Chriſt no fixed habitation's found 

But what was borrowed, or the naked ground. 


O melting conſideration ! that the glorious Son of God , 
Foh. 1. 14+ The Lordof glory, Jam. 2+ 1+ The brightneſs of bis 


fathers glory, Heb. 1,3. Who was rich, 2 Cor. Þ. 9. And | 
I 1 2 thught ' _ | 
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Luanto pro me 
T1130Y, tanto 
mihi Charior. 
Eern, 


ſcize ſo much of thy time, yea, thy belt and freſheſt time ; 
reprove and chide thy ſluggiſh body, as a good Biſhop once 
f d1d, when upon the ſame occaſion he ſaid, Surrexernnt paſſeres, 


; thought it norobbery to be equal with God. Phil. 2, 8. who from 
all eternity was intinitely and ineffably delighting and rejoycing 
in the boſome of his father, Prov. 8. 30, That he, I ſay,thould 
manifelt himlelf 3» fleſp, 2 Tim, 3. 16. yea, in thelikeneſs of 

' fnful fleſh, Rom. S. 3+ that is,in flcth,that had the marks and 
«ff&s of ſin upon it, as hunger, thirſt, pain, wearineſs and 

, mortality 3 and not only (ſo, but to chuſe ſuch a ftate of out- 
{ ward meannels and poverty, never being poſicficd of a houſe 
in this world 3 but living asa firanger in other mens houſes, 
and ſtooping in this reſpe& toa Tower condition than the ve- 
ry birds of the Air, and all this for enemies. O let it work, 
both admiration and thanktulneſs in my foul ! my body is 
better accommodated than the body of my Lord Dear Jc- 
ſus ! by how much the viler thou madctt chy felt for me, by 
ſo much the dearer (halt thou be to me. 


————CC—————— — 


MEDIT. IX. 
Upon the early (nging of birds. 


Ow am I reproved of ſluggiſhnels by theſe watchful 
Birds ! which cheerfully entertain the very- dawning of 
the morning, with their cheerful and delightful warblings / 
they ſet their little ſpirits all awork betimes , whilſt my no- 
bler ſpirits are bound with the bonds of foft and downy.ſlum- 
zrs. For ſhame my ſoul! ſuffer not that Publican ſleep to 


| 


& ftertunt Pontifices. 


the Deputy of Sicily, Cuxod nunquam ſolem nec orientem , nec 
occidentem viderat > that he never ſaw the Sun riſing, being 
in bed after, nor ſetting, being in bed before. 


The early chirping Sparrows may reprove 
Such lazy Biſhops as their beds do love. 
Of many ſluggards it may be ſaid, as Twlly (aid of Verres, 


"Tis | 
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Tis pity, that Chiiltians of all men (ſhould futt:r fleep to 
cut ſuch large thongs out of fo narrow a hide, as their time 
on earth is. Bur alas? it is not fo much early riftng , as a 
wiſe improving thoſe freth and free hours with God , that 
will jnrich the foul; elſe, as our Proverb faith, a man may 
be early up, and never the neer yea, far better it is to be 
found in bed ſleeping, than to be up doing nothing, or that 
which is worſe than nothing. O my foul ! learn to pre- 
poſſeſs thy ſelf every morning with the thoughts of God, and 
{uffer not thoſe freſh and ſweet operations of thy mind, to be 
proliituted to carthly things 3 for that is experimentally true 
which one in this caſe hath pertinently obſerved 3 That it 
the world get the ſtart of Religion in the morning , it will 
be hard for Religion to overtake it all the day atter. 


MEDEs © 
Upon the haltering of birds with a grain of hair. 


'S — in a ſnowy ſeafon,how the poor hungry Birds 
were haltred and drawn ia by a grain of hair cunning- 
ly caſt'over their heads, whilſt poor creatures they were bu 
ily feeding, and ſuſpeed no danger 3 and even whileſt their 
| cornpanions were drawn away from them, one after another, 
all the interruption it gave the refit, was only for a minu:e 
or two, whilett they ſtood peeping into that hole through 
which their companions were drawn, and thzg fell to their 
meat again, as bufily as before. © I could not chuſe but lay, 
Even thus ſurprizingly doth death (teal upon the childcen of 
.men, whilſt they are wholly intent upon the cares and plea- 
ſures of this life, not at a!! (uſpeCting its fo neer approach. 
Theſe Birds faw not the hand that infaared them, nor do 
they ſee the hand of death plucking them one after another 
into-the grave. 


Ommbrus 


Mr. Caſ? in 
Epiſt, to he 
morn. Lec. 
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Ovid, Omnibus obſcnras injecit illa manus 
Death's (teps are {wifr, and yet no noiſe it makes 3 
Its hand unſeen, but yet mdſt ſurely takes. 


Ard even as the ſurviving Birds for a little time ſeemed 
to (tand affrighted, peeping after their companions, and then 
as buſie as ever to their meat again : Juſt ſo it fares with the 
careleſs inconſiderate world, who fee others daily dropping 
into eternity round about them, and for the prefent are a 
little ſtartled, and will look into the grave after their neigh- 


bours, and then fall as buſily to their earthlv imployments 
and pleaſures again as ever, till their own turn comes. 

I know, my God ! that I muſidie as well as others; but, 
O let me not die as do others, let me fee death beforel feel it, 
and conquer it before it kill me 3 let it not come as an enemy 
upon my back, but rather let me meet it as a friend half way ! 
DieI muſt, but let me lay up that good treaſure before I go, 
Mat. 6.19. carry with me a good conlcience when I go, 
2 Tim. 4.6,7, 2nd leave behind me a good example when 
Ll am gone, and then let death come and welcom ! 


— — 
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MEDITATION S upon Beaſts. 


WEDUTYF. 


Upon the clogging of a ſiraying Beaſt. 


Ad this Bullock contented himſelf, and remained qui- 

etly within his own bounds, his Owner had never put 

{uch an heavy clog upon his neck but I ſee the prudent Huf- 
bandman chuſes rather to keep him with his clog, than lofe 
him for want of one What this clog is to him, that is affli- 
Rion and trouble to me 3 had my foul kept cloſe with God 
in liberty and proſperity, he would never thus have clogged 
me 


—— — 
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me with adverſity 3 yea,and happy were it tor me, it { might 
ſtray from God no more;,who hath thus clogged me with pre- 
ventive afflictions, It with David I might fay, Before I was 
afflifted I went afiray, but now I have hept thy word, Pſal, 119.67, 
O my foul! 'tis better for thee , to have thy pride clogged 
with poverty, thy ambition with reproach, thy carnal ex- 
peQanciecs with conſtant diſappointments, than to be at liber- 
ty to run from God and duty, 

*Tis true, I am' ſometimes as weary of theſe troubles, as 
this poor Beaſt is of the clog he draws after him, and often 
wiſh my felf rid of them 3 but yet, if God ſhould take them 
off, for ought I know I might have cauſe to with them on 
again , to prevent a greater miſchicf, *Tis ſtoried of Baſil, 
that for many years he was ſorely aflifed with an inveterate 
head-ach, (that was his clog) he often prayed for the removal 
of it, at laſt God removed itz but inſtead thereof he was 
ſorely exerciſed with the motions and temptations of Jutt , 
which when he perceived , he as carneltly defired his head- 
ach again , to prevent a greater evil. Lord ! it my corrup- 
tions may be prevented by my affliction , I refuſe not to be 
cloggcd with them 3 but my foul rather dcfires thou wouldli 
halicen the time when 1 (hall be for ever» freed from them 
both. 


ky 


ME DI T. Il, 


UOpon the love of a Dog to his Maſter. 


Ow many a weary ſtep through mire and dirt hath this 
poor Dog followed my horſe heels to day ? and all this 
for a very poor reward, for all he gets by it at night, is but 
bones and blows , yet will he not leave my company, but is 
_ upon ſuch hard texms, to travel with me from day to 
ay. 
O my foul ! what convidion and ſhame may this leav: 
upon thee ? who art often times even weary of following thy 


dienc. 


pron Chrift, whoſe rewards and incourage ments of obe- 
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dience are ſo incomparably ſweet and ſure, I cannot beat 
back this dog from following me, but every inconfiderable 
trouble is enough to diſcourage me in the way of my duty, 
Ready I am to reſolve as that Scribe did, Mae. 8. 19. M4a- 
ter, I will follow thee whitberſoever thon goeſt ; but how doth my 
heart faulter when I multi encounter with the difhculties of 
the way? O! let me make a whole heart-choice cf Chriſt, 
for my portion and happineſs! and then I ſhall never leave 
him, nor turn back from following him, though the preſent 
difticultics were much more, and the preſent incouragements 
| much les. | 


| 
MEDIT. II. 
Upon the fighting of two Rams. 


ID notice how furiouſly theſe Sheep which by nature 
are mild and gentle, did yet like bulls puſh each other 
taking their advantage by going back to meet with a greater 
rage and fury. Methought I ſaw in this a plain Emblem of 
the unchrifiian contelts and animolities which fall out 
amongſt them that call themſelves the people of God, who 
in Scripture are alſo ſtiled Sheep, for their meckne(s and in- 
nocency 3 and yet, through the remaining corruptions that 


are in them,thus do they puſh each other 3 ( as one long ſince 
complained ) #on ſecs ac. 


Cum duo converſis inimica in prelia tauri, 
Frontibus incurrunt ————— 

Shall Chriltians one another wound and puſh, 
Like furious Bulls, when they together ruſh ? 


The fighting of theſe ſheep doth in two reſpes, notably 
comport with the finful praQtifes of contending Chriſtians , 
(1) That in this tight they ingage with cheir heads one 


2gainſt another z and what are they but thoſe head-notions 
OT 
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or oppoſition of Sciences, falſly (o called, that have made fo ma- 
ny broyis and uproars m the Chriſtian world? O! What 
claſhings have theſe heady opinions cauſed in the Churches ? 
firſt heads, and then hearts have claſhed. Chriſtians have not 
diſtinguiſhed betwixt adverſarius litis, & perſone 3 an adver- 
ſary to the opinion, and to the perſon z but Jipr their tongues 
and pens in vinegar and gall, ſhamefully afperfing and re- 
proaching one another becauſe their underſtandings were 
not caſt into one mould, and their heads all of a bignels. But 
C2) that which Countrey-men obſerve from the tighting ot 
Sheep, That it preſages foul and ftormy weather, is much more 
certainly conſ:quent upon the fighting of Chrifts Sheep. Do 
theſe claſh and pulh ? Surely it is an anfallible prognoſi ich of an 
enſuing ſtorm, Mal. 4. 6. . 


— 


MEDIT. Iv. 
Upon the catching of a Horſe in a fat Paſture. 


V Hen this Horſe was kept in poor ſhort leas , where 
\ he had much ſcope, but little graſs how gentle and 
tractable was he then ? he would not only ſtand quiet to be 
taken, but come to hand of his own accord.and follow me vu 
and down the field for a cruſt of bread, or handful of Oats ; 
but finceI turned him into this fat paſture, he comes no more 
to me, nor will ſuffer me to come neer him 3 but throws up 
his heels wantonly againſt me, and flies from me, as it I were 
rather his enemy than Benefa&ar. In this I b:hold the carriage 
of my own heart towards God, who the more he hath done 
for me, the ſeldomer doth he hear from me,ina low and 
afflicted ſtate, how traQable is my heart to duty ? Then it 
comes to the foot of God voluntarily z but in an exalted con- 
dition, how wildly doth my heart run from God and duty ? 
With this ungratctul requital God faulted his own people, 
Fer. 2.31. teachable and tractable in the wilderneſs, but 
when fatted in that zich paſture Canaan, then, we are Lords 
K we 


Occafional Meditations. 


we will come no more to thee, How loon are all Gods former 
 b:netits forgotten ? and how often 1s that antient obſervation 


verified, even in his own people ? 


Mend iv Jie melaeoe 70egio nd xaheuce 
Put munera cito conſeneſcit pratia. 

No ſooner do we gifts on fome beſtow, 

| But preſently our gifts gray headed grow. 


But that's a bad Tenant, that will maintain a Suit at Law 
againſt his Landlord, with his own rentz and a bad hearc 
that will tight againſt God, with his own mercies, I wiſh 
it may be with my heart, asit is reported to be with the wa- 
ters in the Kingdom of Congo, that are never ſo ſweet to the 


talte, as when the tide 15 at the higheſt. 


MEDIT. V. 


Upon the hnnting of a Deer. 


Ft ſull-mouthed cry of theſe Dogs , which from the 
morning have hunted this poor tired Deer , which is 
now no longer able to ſtand before them, but. is compaſſed 
round with them, who thirſt for, and will preſently ſuck her 
blood 3 brings to my thoughts the condition and tate of Fe- 
ſas Chriſt, in the dayes of his fleſh, who was thus hunted from 
place to place by blood-thirſty enemies. Upon this very ac- | 
count, the 22. Pſal. which treats of his death, is inſcribed 
with the title of Aijeleth Shabar, which ſignifies the Hind of 
the morning and fully imports the ſame notion, which this 
occation preſented me with; for look, as the Hind or Deer 
which is intended to be run down that day, is rouzed by the 
Dogs early in the morning. So was Chriſt, in the very morn- 
ing of his infancy, by bloudy Herod, and that cruel pack 
confederated with him. Thus was he chaſed from place to 
place, till that was fulfilled which was prophetically writ- 


ten of him in ver, 16, of the forecited Pſalm 3 For Dogs bave 
com- 
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compaſſed me about, the aſſembly of the wicked have incloſed me ; 
they pierced my bands and my feet. 

And can(t thou expe, O my ſoul! to fare better than he 
did, oreſcape the rage of bloudy men ? Surely, if.che Spirit 
of Chriſt dwell in thee ; if his holineſs have ſavoured thee , 


upon the ſcent of holineſs till, and would hunt to deftruti- 
on every one, in whom there is aliquig Chrifti, any thing of 
Chriſt , ifthe gracious providence of the Lord did not fome- 
times rate them off: For it is no leſs a pleaſure, which ſome 
wicked ones take in hunting the people of God, than what 
__ the Poet obſerves men uſe to take, in hunting wild 
] vealis, 


Venator defeſſa thoro quum membrs reponit 

Mens tamen ad Sylvas,& ſua Iuſtra redit. 

Whilſt weary Huntſmen in the night do ſleep, 
Their fancies in the woods; fiill hunting keep. 


Lord! ſhould 1 with the hypocrite decline the profeſſion 
and practiſe of holineſs, to eſcape the rage of perſecuting 
enemies, at what time they ceaſe, my own con(cjence would 
begin to hunt me like a Blood-hound 3 -TJet me rather chuſe 
to be chaſed by men than God , to flee before purſuing enc- 
| mies, than be dogged from day to day with a guilty conſci- 

ence. 
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MEDITATION S upon Trees. 


MEDIT. I. 


= 


Upon the fall of bloſſoms, nipt by a froſty morning. 


theſe Dogs will wind it and give thee chaſe too; they go] 


| 


beautiful bloſſoms of various colours , which breathed 
Kk 2 forth 


Ber in an eanly Spring, fruit Trees emboſſed with 
| 


w—_——— 


252 


Occaſional Meditations. | 


forth the delicious odvurs into the circumambiq C 43S » rl 
adorned the branches on which they grew, like ſo many 
rich jewels, or glittering pendents and further obſerving | 
how theſe periumed bloſſoms dropt off, being bitten with the| 
froſt and dilcoloured all the ground, as if a ſhower of ſnow 
had fallen; I ſaid, within my felf, thefe ſweet and early 
bloſſoms are not unlike my ({weet and early aff.ions to the 
Lord, in the days of my firſt acquaintance with him. Oh! 
what fervent love? panting *d«fires, and heavenly delights 
beautificd my ſoul in thoſe dayes ! the odoriferous ſcent of 
the ſweeteli bloſſoms, the morning breath of the moi (ra- 
grant flowers, hath not halt chat ſweetneſs with which thoſe 
my firſt affcEtions were inriched. O! happy*time, thrice 
pleaſant Spring ! my ſoul hath it Rill in remembrance, and 
is humbled within me for theſe alſo were but bloſſoms which 
now are nipt and faded, that firſt flouriſh is gone; my heart 
is like the Winters carth, becauſe thy face, Lord, is co me 
like a Winter Sun, Awake. O North wind! and come, South 
wind, blow upon my garden, that tbe ſpices thereof may flow out, 
then let my beloved come into bis garden and eat bis pleaſant 
fruit ! 


MEDIT. Il 
Upon the knitting or ſetting of fruit. 


Have often obſerved, that when the bloſſoms of a tree, 

ſet and knit, though the flouriſh thereot be gone, and no- 
thing but the bare rudiment of the expeted fruit be left 3 
yet then the fruit is much better ſecured from the danger of 
froſts and winds, than whilſt it remained in the flower or 
bloſſom 3 tor now it hath paſt one of thoſe critical periods , 
in which ſo many trees milcarry and loſe their fruit. And 
methought, this #atwral Obſervation fairly led me to this T beo- 


A —_—_—_— 
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oul are never ſceured aud paſt their moſt dangerous Crifis, ill 


logical Propoſition. quer > motions and holy purpoſes in the 
they 
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| they be turned into fixed reſolutions, and anſwerable executions , 
which i as the knitting and ſetting of them. 

Upon this Propoſition ny melting thoughts thus dilated, 
Happy had it been for thee, my {oul ! hadall the blefled mo 
tions of the Spirit bzen thus knit and fixed in thee. O, how 
| have mine afR&tions blown and budded under the warm 
| beams of the Goſpel ! but a chill blaſt from the cares, trou 
; bles and delights of the world without, and the vanity and 
; deadneſs of the heart within have blatted all z my goodneſs 
| hath been but as a morning dew, or early cloud that vaniſh 
'eth away; And even of divine Ordinances I may ſay, what 
| is aid of humane Ordinances, They have periſhed in the uſing. 

A bloſſom is but fruſins imperfelins, & ordinabilis, an imper> 

fect thing in it ſelf, and fomething in order to fruitz a good 
| motion and holy purpoſe, is but opus imperfeium, & ordina» 
| bile, an imperte& work, in order to a compleat work of the 
Spirit, When that primus impetus, thole tirlt motions were 
ſtrong upon my heart, had 1 then purſued them in the force 
and vigour of them, how many dithculties might I have 0- 
vercome ? Revive thy work, O Lord !- and give not to my 
ſoul a miſcarrying womb, or dry breaſts. 


M EDIT. II. 


Upon the ſight of a fair ſpreading Oak. 


'T Hat a lofty flouriſhing Tree is here? It feems ra- 
ther-to be a little Wood, than a ſingle Tree every 

limb thereof having the dimenſions and branches of a Tree 
init; andyet as greatas3 it is , it was once' but a little lip, 
which one might pull up with ewo fingers this vaſt body 
was contained virtually, .and potentially in a {mall Acorn, 
| Well then, I will never delpiſe the.day of ſmall things, nor 


deſpair of arriving to an eminency of grace, though at pre- 
ſent it be but asa bruiſed reed, and the things that are in me, 


be ready to dye, 


As things in nature, fo the things of the 
Spirit 
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Spirit grow up to their fulneſs and perfeQion, by flow and 

| inſenfible degrees. The famous and heroical acts of the moſt 
renowned believers, were ſuch as them(clves could not once | 
perform, or it may be think they ever ſhould, Great things 
both in nature and grace, come from ſmall and contemptible 
beginnings. 


—— —_— 


MEDIT. Iv. 


| Upon the ſight of many ſticks lodged in the branches of 


| 4 choice fruit Tree, 


Ow is this Tree batter'd with tones, and loaded with 

flicks that have been thrown at it ? whileſt thoſe that 
grow about it being barren, or bearing harſher fruit, eſcape 
untouched ! Surely, if its fruit had not been fo good, its u- 
ſage had not been fo bad : and yet it is affirmed, that fome 
trees, 4s the Walnut, &c, bear the better, for being thus brui- 
ſed and battered. 

Even thus it fares, in both reſpe&ts with the beſt of men 
the more holy, the more envied and perſecuted ; every o 
that paſſes by will have a fling at them. Methinks I ſee,ho 
devil and wicked men walk round about the people of God 
whom he hath encloſed in armes of power, likeſo many boys 
about an Orchard, whoſe lips water to have a fling at them. 
But God turns all the tones of reproach into precious ſtones 
ro his people, they bear the better for being thus batter? d+ 
' And inthem is that ancient oblervation verified. 


Creſcunt virtutem palme, creſceuntque Corone 
Mmtantur mund; prelia, pace Dei. 

The Palmes and Crowns of virtue thus increaſe 
Thus pexſecution's turned into peace. 


Let me be but fruitful to G2d in holineſs, and ever abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, .and then, whilſt devils and men 


arc | 
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are flinging at me, either by hard or tongue perſecutions, I 
will fing amidſt them all wich the divine Poet, 


What open force,or hidden charm 
Can blati my fruits, or'bring me harm 
Whilſt the incloſure is thine arm, 


MEDI, V 


Upon the gathering of choice fruit, from a ſcrubbed 
unprowiſing Tree, 


V Ould any man think to find ſuch rare dclicious fruit 

upon ſuch an unwerthy Tree to appearance as this 
is? Tſhould rather have expeted the moſt delicious fruit 
from the moſt handſome and flouriſhing Trees 3 but I fee I 
muſt neither judge the worth of Trees or Men, by their ex- 
ternal form and appearance. This is not the firſt time 1 have 
been deceived in judging by that rule; under fair and pro- 


miſing out-fides I have found nothing of worth,and in many | 


deformed deſpicable bodies, I have foand precious and rich- 
ly furniſhed ſouls, The {ap and juice of this ſcrubbed Tree 
is concoced into rare and excellent fruits, whilſt the juice 
and ſap of fome other fair, but barrren Trees, ſerves only to. 
keep them from rotting, which is all the uſe that many ſouls 
which dwell in beautfuil bodies ſerve for 3 they have (as one 
ith) animam pro ſales their ſouls are butſalt to their bodies. 
Or thus, 
The only uſe to which their (culs do ſerve 
Is but like ſalt, their bodies to preſerve. 
If God have given me a found (ou), in a ſound body, I have 
a double mercy to bleſs him for 3 but whether my body be 
vigorous and beautiful or not, yet-let my foul be ſo: For as 
the efteem of this Tree, fo the eſteem and true honour of 
every man riſes rather from his fruitfulneſs and uſctulneſs, 
than from his ſhape and form. 
MEDIT. 


| 


Herb. Pocm. 
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| elſe to commend them, but their regular (cituation.' I could 


MEDIT. VI. 
Upon an excellent, but irregular Tree. 


Ecing a Tree grow ſomewhat irregubr, in a very neat 

Orchard, I tol1 the Owner it was pitythat Tree ſhould |. 
ſtand there 3 and that if it were mine. would root it up, and 
thercby reduce the Orchard to an exa/funitormity, It was 
replyed to this purpoſe, that he rather regarded the frxit 
than the form; and that this flight inconveniency was abun- 
dantly preponderated by a more Confiderable advantage. 
This Tree, faid he, which you would root up, hath yielded 


me more fruit than many of thoſe Trees which have nothing 


not but yicld to the reaſon of this anſwer, and could wiſh it | 
had been ſpoken fo loud, that all pur Uniformity-men had 
heard it, who will not fiick to root up many handred of the | 
beſt bearers in the Lords Orchard, becauſe they ſtand not in 
an exa& order with other more conformable, but leſs bene- 
ticial Trees, who do perdere ſubſtantiam propter accidentia, de- 
ſtroy the fruit, to preſerve the form. | 
Not much unlike ſuch fooliſh men are thoſe 
That firive for ſhadows, and the ſubſtance loſe. 


— 


MEDITATT0N Ss upon a Garden. 


| CC R—— 


—————— 


MEDIT. Lk 


Upon the new modelling of a Garden. | 


A Geatlewoman who had lately ſeen a neat and curious | 
Garden, returns to her own with a greater diſlike of 
it than ever; rclolves to new model the whole plot, and re- 


duce 


| 
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duce it to a better form, is now become fo curious and neat, 
that nota weed or ſtone is ſuff:red in it, but all muſt lye in 
exquiſite order 3 and what ever ornament ſhe had cbſerycd 
in ker neighbours , ſhe is now reſtleſs till (he (ce it in her 
OWN. 

Happy were it thought I, if in an holy emulation , every 
one would thus endeavour to reQqifte the diſorders of their 
own converlition, by the excellent graces chey behold in 
the more heavenly and regular lives ot others. Some Chri- 
ſtians there are ( I wiſh their number were greater ) whoſe 
ations lye in ſach a comely and beautiful order, that few of 
cheir neighbours can-look upon their examples without (elt- 
conviction and ſhame 3 but few are fo happy to be provoked 
unto ſelf-reformation but ſuch rare patterns. I ſee, it is much 
eaſier to pull up many weeds out of a Garden, than one cor- 
ruption out ofthe heart , and to procure an hundred flowers 
toadorn a knot, than one grace co beautifie the foul. *Tis 
more natural to corrupt man to envy, than to imitate the 
ſpiritual excellencies of others. 


Dn —— 


MEDIT:. I. 
Upon the pulling up of a Leek. 


White head, and a green tail! how well doth this re- 
ſemble an old wanton Lover! whoſe green youthful 
luſts are not extinguiſhed, though kis white head declares that 
nature is almoſt ſo, Gray hairs ſhould be alwayes matchi'd 
with grave deportments, and the fins of youth ſhould rather 
be the griefs, than pleaſures of old age. *Tis fad when the 
fins of the ſoul, like the diſcaſcs of the body grow itronger, as 
nature grows weaker: And it recals to my mind that anci- 
ent Obſervation of Menander. 
Tieg? iegghc io Th yam TYAN 
Senex amore captus, ultimum malum. 
It is the wortt of evils to behold 


Strong youthful luſts to rage in one that's old, 
Li *Ti 


nu_ —— - _— 
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'Tis a thouſand pities, that thoſe who have one foot in th® 
grave, ſhould live as if the other were in hell! that thei* | 
luſts ſhould be fo lively, when their bodies are three parts 
dead. Such ſinful practiſes bring upon them more contemp* | 
and ſhame,than their hoary heads and reverend faces can pro- 
cure them honour. 


Magna fuit capitis quondam reverentia cani, 
Inque ſuo pretio ruga ſenilis erat. 

Gray hairs, and aged wrinckles did of old 
Procure more reverence than bags of gold, - 


But alas! how little reſpe& or reverence can the hoary 
head obtain amongſt wile men, except it be found in the 
way of righteouſneſs ? I think, the loweſt eſteem is too much 
for an old ſervant of the devil ; and the higheſt honour little 
enough for an ancient and faithful ſervant of Chrilt. 


—_—_— 


—— —— 


MEDIT.I. 
Upon a heedleſs tread in a curions Garden. 


Pe through the ſmall diviſions of a curious knot, 
which was richly adorned with rare Tulips, and other; 
beautiful lowers, I was very careful to ſhun thoſe flowers, 
which indeed had no other worth to commend them , but 
their exquiſite colours,and unadviſedlytrod upon and ſpoyled 
an excellent choice herb, which though it grew obſcurely, yet 
had rare phyſical vertuecs in it. 

When I was made fenfible of the involuntary treſpaſs I 
had committed, I thought I could ſcarſely make th: Owneer 
a better compenſation , than by telling him , that herein 
(though againl(t my will) I did but tread in the footſieps of 
the greateſt part of the world , who are very careful ( as] 
was) to keep their due diſtance from ſplendid, though worth- 
leſs Gallants z mean while trampling upon, and cruſhing un- 


Gs der 


— 
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under foot, the obſcure, but moſt precious ſervants of God in 
the world. As little do they heed theſe moſt excellent perſons, 
as I did this precicus herb, . 


Summa ingenia in occulto ſepec latent, faith Plautus, 
Rare wits and herbs {ymetimes do fculk and (hrink 
In ſuch blind holes, as one would little think- 


For my own part, I defire to tread upon no man with the 
foot of contempt and pride, much leſs upon any good man 3 
and-that I may not, it concerns me to look before I ſtep 1 
mean, to conſider, before I cenſure ; Had I done fo by this 
rare Herb, I had never hurt it. 


MEDI 1% 


Upon a withered Poſey taken up in the way. 


n Inding in my walk a Poſey , of once ſweet and fragrant, 
but now dry and withered flowers, which I ſuppoſed to 
be thrown away by one that had formerly worn it : Thus 


laid I, doth the unfaithful world ule its friends, when pro- | 


vidence hath blaſted and withered them ; whilſt they are rich 
and honourable, they will put them into their boſoms, as 
the Owner of this Poſey did, whilſt ic was freſh and fragrant 3 


and as eafily throw them away, as uſeleſs and worthleſs| 


things, when thus they come to-be withered. Such ulage as 
t his Petrovius long ſince complained of. 


Cum fortuna manet vultum ſervatis amici, 

Cum cecedit turpi vertitis ora fuga. (1.e. ) 

Are they in honour ? then we ſmile like friends, 
And with their fortunes all our friendſhip ends, 


But this looſe and! deceitful friendſhip links fo odiouſly 
in the very noſtrils of nature, that a Heathen Poer ſeverily tax- 


es, .and condemns it as moſt unworthy of a man. | 
Ll 2 Tur 


| 


| 
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Twrpe ſequi caſum, & fortune cedere, amicum 
Et niſi fit felix iſe negare ſunm. (1.E. ) 

*Tis bate to change with fortune, and deny 
A faithful friend, becauſe in poverty. 


And is this indeed the friend{hip of the world ? Doth it 
(thus uſe them whom once it honoured ? Then Lord! let me 
never ſcek its friendſhip. O, let me efteem the ſmiles and 
honours of men leſs , and thy love and favour more. Thy 
love is indeed unchangeable, being pure, free, and built upon 
nothing that is mutable 3 thou never (ervclt thy friends as the 
world doth its darlings. 


a ——_— me nl 


MEDIbF V. 


I, 


Upon the ſudden withering of a Roſe. 


Ecing with my friend in a Garden, we gathered each of 

as a Roſe; he handled his tenderly, ſmel'd to it but fel- 
dom and ſparingly, I alwayes kept it to my noſe, or ſqueezed 
it in my hand, whereby in a very ſhort time, it loſt both co- 
lour and ſweetneſs, but his ill remained as ſweet and fra- 
grant as if it had been growing upon its own root. Theſe 
Roſes ſaid I, are the true emblems of the beſt and (weeteſt 
creature-enjoyments in the world; which being moderate- 
ly and cautiouſly uſed and enjoyed, may for a long time yield 
ſweetneſs to the Poſſefſor of them 3 but it once the affei- 
ons ſcize too greedily upon them, and ſqueeze them too hard, 
they quickly wither in our hands, and we loſe the comfort 
of themz and that either through the ſouls ſurfeiting upon 


| chem, or the Loxd's righteous and juſt remoyal of them, be- 
| cauſe of the excels of our aftetions to them 3 earthly com- 


forts, like pictures, ſhew belt at a due diſtance. It was there- 
fore a good ſaying of Homer, avec, fenidiner Och 


Mibi 
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Mihi nunquam is placet hoſpes 

Oui valde preterque medum odid vel amat. 
I like him not who at the rate 

Ot all his might doth love or hate, 


"Tis a point of excellent wiſdom to keep the golden bri- 
dle of moderation , upon all the affections we exerciſe upon 
earthly things, and never toſlip thoſe reins, unleſs when they 
move towards God, in whoſe love there is no danger of ex- 


cels. 


— —_ 


MEDIT. Vh 


Upon the ſudden withering of beautiful flowers. 


Ow freſh and orient did theſe Flowers lately appear , 

when being daſh'd over with the morning dew , they 
ſtood in all their pride and glory, breathing out their delici- 
ous odours, which perfumed the air round about them, but 
| now are daver'd and ſhrivelled up,and have neither any defi- 
rable beauty, or ſavour in them. 
| So vain a thing is the admired beauty of creatures, which 
ſo captivates the hearts, and exerciſes a pleafing tyranny over 
the affeQtions of vain man, yet is as ſuddenly blaſted as the 
| beauty of a flower. 


Forma bonum fr agile eſt puantumque acccdit ad annos, 
Fit minor & [pacio carpitur iþſa ſus. 

Nec ſemper viole, nec ſemper liliz florent 

Et riget amiſſa ſpina relifa roſa | 
Tempus erit quo vos ſpeculum vidiſſe pigebit, 

Fam veniunt rug# que tibi corpus arent, NC. 

How frail is beauty ? in how ſhort a time 

It fades ! like Roſes which have pali their prime. 


So 
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So wrinckled age the faireſt face will plow, 
And caſt deep furrows on the ſmootheſt brow. 
Then where's that lovely tempting face ? alas! 
Your ſelves would bluſh to view icin a glaſs, 


If then thou delighteRt in beauty ( O my ſoul ! ) chuſe that 
which is lafling, There is a beauty which never fades, even 
the beauty of holineſs upon the inner man 3 this abides freſh 
and orient for ever, and ſparkles gloriouſly when thy face 
C the ſeat of natural bzauty) is become an abhorrent and 


loathſome ſpeQacle. Holineſs enammels and fprinkles over 


the face of the foul with a beauty upon which Chriſt himſelf 
is enatnmour'd,even imperte& holineſs on earth is a Roſe that 
breaths ſweetly in the bud 3 in heaven it will be full blown, 
and abide in its prime to all eternity. 


—— 


MEDIT. VI. 


Upon the tenderneſs of ſome choice Flowers. 


= hl much care is neceſſary to preſerve the life of ſome 
Flowers * They muſt be boxed up in the Winter , 
others muſt be covered with glaſſes in their ſpringing up, the 
fineſt and richeſt mould muſt be ſifted about the roots , and 
aſljduouſly watered, and all this little enough, and ſometimes 
too lictle to preſerve them, whilſt other common and worth- 
l{s flowers grow without any help of oursz yea, we have no 
teſs todo, to rid our gardens of them, than we have to make 
the former gutw there. 

Thus ſtands the cafe with our hearts, in reference to the 
motions ot grace and lin. Holy thoughts of God muſt be 
alliduouſly watered by prayer, earthed up by Meditation, 
and defended by watchfulneſs 3 and yet all this is ſometimes 
too little to preſerve them alive in our ſouls. Alas! the heart, 
isa ſoyl that agrees not with them, they are tender things , 


and 


| 
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and a ſmall matter will nip and kill them. To this purpoſe 
is the complaint of the divine Poet. 


Who would have thought a joy 
ſo coy ? 
To be offended fo, 
and go 

So ſuddenly away. 
Hereafter I had need 

take heed. 
Joyes among other things 

have wings, 
And watch their opportunities of flight, 
Converting in a moment day to night. 


But vain thoughts, and unholy ſuggeſtions, theſe ſpread 
themſelves, and root deep in the heart, they naturally agree 
with the ſoyl; fo that it is almoſt impoſlible at any time to 
be rid of them, *Tis hard to forget what is our fin to remem- 


ber. . 


MEDIT. VIII. 


Upon the ſtrange means of preſerving the life 
of Vegetables. 


Obſerve that plants and herbs are ſometimes killed by 

froſts, and yet without froſts they wou'd neither live 
nor thrive; they are ſometimes drowned by water, and yet 
without water they cannot fubſiſt ; rhey are refrcthed and 
cheered by the heat of the Sun, and yet that heat ſometimes 
kills and ſcorches them up. Thus lives my ſoul, troubles 
and afflitions ſeem to kill all its comforts 3 and yet without 
theſe, its comforts could not live. The Sun-blatis of profpe- 
rity ſometimes refreſh me, and yet thoſe Sun-blaſts are the 


likelieſt way to wither me 3 By what ſeeming contradictions 
is 


Herbert, 
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\is the life of my ſpirit preſerved ? what a miſtery ? what a 
| Paradox is the life of a Chriltian ? 


OY 


Welcome my health, this ſickneſs makes me well 
Med'cines adieu :; 
When with diſcaſes, I have liſt to dwell, 
Fle wiſh for you. 
Welcome my ſtrength, this weakneſs makes me able. 
Powers adieu ; 
When I am weary grown of fianding ſtable, 
Fle with for you. 
Welcome my wealth, this loſs hath gain'd me more 
| Riches adieu : 
| When I again grow greedy to be poor 
| le wiſh for you. 
Welcome my credit, this diſgrace is glory : 
Honours adien : 
When for renown and fame ſhall be ſorry : 
I'le wiſh for you. 
Welcome content, this ſorrow is my joy. 
Pleaſures adieu, 
When I deſire ſuch grief as may annoy : 
Ile wiſh for you. 
Health, ftrength, and riches, credit, and content 
Are ſpared belt. ſometimes, when-they arc ſpent, 
Sickneſs, and weaknels, loſſe, diſprace, and forrow - 
Lend moſi ſometimes, when mot they ſeem to borrow. 


And if by theſe contrary and improbable wayes,the Lord 
preſerves our ſouls in life, no marvel then we find ſuch 
{trange and ſeemingly contradicory motions of our hearts , 
under the various dealings of God with us, and are ſtill reſt- 
leſs in what condition ſoever he pats us ; which reftle(s frame 
was excellently expreſſed in that pious Epigram of reverend 
Gattaker, made a little before his death. 


I thirſt 


io Occaſional Meditations, vc. 


I thirſt for thirſtine(s, I weep for tears 3 

well pleas'd I am to be dilpleaſed thus ; 

The only thing I fear is want of fears: 
{uſpeting 1 am not ſuſpicious. 


| Yet when I am thus glad for ſenſe of pain 
and careful am left I ſhould careleſs be 
Then do grieve for being glad again, 


Fam tetigi portum valete. 


I cannot chuſe but live, becauſe I dye 
And when am not dead how glad am1 ? 


and fear leſt careleſ5neſs take care for me. 
Amidſt theſe refilefs thoughts, this reſt I find, 
For thoſe that reſt not here, there's reſt behind 
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